Volume 26, Number 2

Armenian Bar Association - Fall, 2015

NEWSLETTER
LRAFYRF

A Publication for
Members and Friends of
the Armenian Bar Association

Volume 26, Number 2

Fall 2015

EDITORS’ MESSAGE
For the 20142015 year, the
Newsletter Committee published
four newsletters:
Summer, Fall, Winter
Supplement
and Winter issues.

Kim and Kourtney Kardashian flanked by Tina Odjaghian, uncle Tommy Kardashian, Armen K. Hovannisian
and members of the Kardashian family

ARMENIAN BAR SHINES BRIGHT AT SILVER
ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL MEETING
From a star-studded gala banquet to
a hall-of-fame team of judges assembled on a legal education panel and
much more, hundreds of members and
guests of the Association’s 26th Annual
Meeting at the luxurious Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills were treated to a
weekend that they won’t soon forget.
On Saturday morning, June 13, 2015,
following the Association’s business
meeting, attendees heard an outstanding educational program featuring
four distinguished federal court jurists
focusing on effective litigation practice
in trial courts. The panel consisted
of U.S. District Court Judges Andre
Birotte, Jr., Larry Burns and Dickran
Tevrizian (ret.) and U.S. District Court
Magistrate Judge Jacqueline Chooljian.

The panel was moderated by Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Zaven Sinanian. “What a privilege and honor
it is to have panelists with the depth
and quality of knowledge that we saw
today. We are pleased to deliver unrivaled continuing legal education to our
members,” said Armenian Bar Association Chairman Armen K. Hovannisian
in an interview following the lecture.
The morning lecture was followed by
a luncheon, where the keynote speaker
was Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Lance Ito (ret.). Most famous for presiding over the “trial of the century”
(People vs. O.J. Simpson), Judge Ito drew
several ovations from the audience as
he shared highlights of his recent trips

It’s easy to renew your dues online.
www.armenianbar.com/membership

continued on page 12

Co-Editor Saro Kerkonian

The Committee built on the successes
of prior years. With the Summer issue,
the Committee introduced an updated
logo to mark the celebration of the Association’s 25th Anniversary. We also
launched a new column called Creative
Corner and invited our members to
submit essays, poems and short stories.
We thank Caspar Jivalagian for the
heartfelt poem he penned in Armenian,
which had the added benefit of making
our publication bilingual. We also acknowledge Denise Darmanian, Christine Engustian, Judge Amy Hoogasian,
Azniv Ksachikyan and Gary Moomjian
continued on page 24
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OUR HONOR
REFLECTIONS ON CONVERSATIONS WITH JUDGE SAMUEL DER-YEGHIAYAN
By Karnig Kerkonian
There is a unique timbre in a man’s
voice that, when you hear it, appears to
source itself from some place deeper. It
has an echo of sorts, an inaudible echo,
if one is even possible, that wants to
take you into the soul, render you more
than a mere listener. The words, in
turn, take on a richness at once so private and so personal while, at the same
time, so open and laid bare. I think it’s
unsettling: stripped of formality, of institution and of ceremony, you can hear
that subtle vibrato that exposes the
vulnerability of one’s humanity—and
then, the sheer depth to which the dagger of inhumanity can pierce.

Solemn Reflection
“[T]he Turks chopped his beard,
laughed at him, and asked him to deny
his Christianity[;] he refused, they cut
his arms and legs, and threw him in the
river to die[.]” U.S. Senator Mark Kirk,
U.S. Congressman Bob Dold, Chief
Judge Ruben Castillo, former U.S. Deputy Attorney General Mark Filip, Illinois Lt. Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti,
and others sat in complete silence as an
unnerving echo permeated the courtroom. Themes of genocide, of loss and
of suffering surely were not unfamiliar
to them—but solemnity of this magnitude had heretofore been reserved for
the ceremonies of Armenian churches,
Armenian community centers and perhaps the homes of Armenians themselves. But today, a packed United
States federal courtroom in Chicago
stood stone silent. Speaking was not
an Armenian priest, an Armenian politician or an Armenian community activist. The words belonged to a sitting
United States Federal District Court
Judge; and these words burrowed into
the chests of the scores convened that
afternoon in that courtroom.
Judge Samuel Der-Yeghiayan spoke
paced, weightily, from the podium:
“All the male members of [my grandmother’s] family were rounded up and
killed and she and her mother and two
2

L-R, first row: Leona Mirza, Harry Missirlian, Ann Lousin, Lisa Esayian, Jack Mardoian. Second row: Aram
Gavoor, Karnig Kerkonian, Elizabeth Al-Dajani, Daron Hovannisian, Judge Sam Der-Yeghiayan, Hayk Ghalumyan, Genevieve Missirlian, Adam Hoogasian, Rudy Minasian, Sarkis Jebejian. Not photographed: Claudia
Hoogasian, Michael Danian, Raffi Sarrafian, Greta Doumanian, Jim Simonian

sisters were ordered to march through
the deserts.” He waited, the emotion
visibly overcoming him, “And they
didn’t have clothing; they didn’t have
food.” The nakedness—the actual indignity of the thing—filled the courtroom. “And while marching in the
desert, my grandmother was age 12,
her younger sister was age 6 . . . she
died of heat stroke”—another pause,
an interrupted deep breath, “after she
barely uttered the words to her mother
‘I’m thirsty’.” The pain was a palpably
profound one; his words retracing an
agony we knew easier not to visualize,
but now unavoidably witnessed and
shared with the Judge, and with one
another. The harsh legacy of those deserts, the indignities imposed on those
sands, has abandoned none of us.
Hesitating, as he recalled slowly the
rawest of human suffering, that timbre
was there, as if actually carrying the
words: “[M]y great-grandmother buried her [sister] in the desert as much as
she could do.” And then he stopped.
And I felt that inaudible echo. Then,
I realized what it was. I realized what
that timbre was that was reverberating
in that Chicago federal courtroom on
April 24, 2015. What I was hearing was

our people’s voki, the Armenian people’s ethos. The Judge’s pause lengthened, almost ceremoniously, and then
he resolved: “I would like to dedicate
this ceremony to the memory of all of
our great-grandparents who perished
in the Armenian Genocide.” And with
a moment of reflective silence, a commemorative ceremony for the 100th
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, hosted by Senator Mark Kirk,
Chairman of the U.S. Senate Human
Rights Caucus, began in the U.S. District Court courtroom of Judge Samuel
Der-Yeghiayan.

A True Child of the
Armenian Diaspora
The Judge was a model envoy for
speaking the Armenian voki to the people gathered at that commemoration.
A child of the Armenian community
in Aleppo, Syria, raised by loving parents in Beirut, Lebanon, Samuel DerYeghiayan’s early years traced the path
of many grandchildren of the victims
of the Armenian Genocide. He and
his family were refugees in Syria then
Lebanon, émigrés of circumstance, yet
continued on page 10
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS AND ON THE MOVE
The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office has announced that
Melany Avanessians, a
2011 graduate of Southwestern University School of Law, has
joined the D.A.’s team of prosecutors.
Southwestern University boasts a student
body of more than 130 Armenian-American students.
On September 23 and
24, 2015, the Honorable
Larry Burns, U.S. District
Judge for the Southern
District of California and
John J. Lulejian, Resident Legal Advisor with
the U.S. Department of
Justice’s Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development,
Assistance,
and Training, spoke at a conference in
Tsaghkadzor, Armenia, where the U.S.
Embassy, the U.S. Department of Justice,
and the U.S. European Command held
the first of three annual conferences designed to strengthen the capabilities of
law enforcement agencies to actively
and effectively investigate and prosecute
drug-trafficking organizations who seek
to exploit Armenia’s borders, in order to
halt the flow of drugs through Armenia.
The genesis of this conference series was
the seizures of significant quantities of
heroin at the Armenian-Iranian and Georgian-Azerbaijani borders in 2014, as well
as the increase in the amount of methamphetamine trafficked through Armenia,
the ease of manufacturing the drug, and
the problems associated with this drug.
Since
2012,
former
Board Chair and current
Co-Chair of the Armenian
Rights Watch Committee,
Garo Ghazarian, represented the Armenian Bar
Association, sparing no effort, while serving the community’s organizing efforts of
the Centennial Commemorations of the
Armenian Genocide in the Western United States. As Chairman of the “March For
Justice Committee,” on April 24, 2015, he,
together with fellow Armenian Bar board

members, led the historic March of more
than 160,000 participants for more than
6 miles, and in his words, “rising fiercely
with our Martyrs and for our Martyrs.”
Arsiné Grigoryan recently published in the
United Kingdom Law
Student Association Legal Issues Journal an article entitled “Severing
the Next Generation: Sexual Violence
in Genocide.” A copy of the article may
be found at: http://www.uklsa.co.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Grigoryan-Severing-the-Next-Generation.pdf.
Arsiné is a 2014 graduate of Southwestern
Law School and a 2014 American Board of
Trial Advocates Fellow. She is interested
in pursuing a career in criminal law, litigation, international art law and sports law.
Prominent New York
trial attorney Souren A.
Israelyan was featured in
Verdict Search with four
of the top 17 verdicts in
motor-vehicle
accident
cases in New York during 2014. Mr. Israelyan is an active and engaged member
of the Armenian Bar Association and has
established, with a generous endowment,
the Association’s Public Service Grant for
young attorneys who work in the public
sector and seek assistance with student
loan indebtedness.
Lala Kahramanian, a
2007 Southwestern University School of Law
graduate, has joined the
prestigious
workers’
compensation
defense
firm of Trovillion, Inveiss & Demakis in
Los Angeles, California. Ms. Kahramanian’s career includes internships with
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge, and
former chairman of the Armenian Bar
Association, Zaven Sinanian, and with
Senior Assistant Glendale City Attorney
Lucy Varpetian.
Armenian Bar Association treasurer Gerard
V. Kassabian has joined
the Board of Directors of
Golden State Bank.

Marsha V. Kazarosian, President of the
Massachusetts Bar Association,
welcomed
keynote speaker Mark
Geragos to the MBA’s Annual Dinner
in May 2015.

Armen Khajetoorian
of New York has joined
the top-tier firm of Loeb
& Loeb in their New York
office.
Nicholas
Koumjian,
in September 2015, was
a featured speaker at the
leading universities in
Los Angeles. At U.C.L.A.,
Mr. Koumjian presented
a lecture to law students
and faculty highlighting the future of
international criminal justice. At U.S.C.,
he teamed up with Professor Hannah
Garry in a discussion about the possibility of justice decades after Genocide. Mr.
Koumjian is the current International CoProsecutor at the Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia. Prior to
his appointment, he was Senior Appeals
Counsel for the prosecution of the former
President of Liberia, Charles Taylor at the
Special Court for Sierra Leone, headed
the UN-funded Serious Crimes Unit in
East Timor, and was a trial attorney at
the International Criminal Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia and State Court
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Before entering the international arena, Mr. Koumjian
worked as a prosecutor in Los Angeles for
twenty years.
In commemoration of
the Armenian Genocide
Centennial, Aram Kouyoumdjian designed a
site-specific theatrical performance piece entitled “I Go On.” The
audience was taken through a procession of
artist Ara Oshagan’s highly-acclaimed and
widely-attended iWitness art exhibit located at Grand Park in downtown Los Angeles. Survivor testimonials, choreographed
movements and evocative music were incorporated in harmonic expression to offer
the participants a symbolic rumination on
themes of resilience and remembrance.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS AND ON THE MOVE
Van Krikorian of New
York and Anthony Barsamian of Massachusetts
and were elected to serve
as Co-Chairs of the Armenian Assembly of America. Together,
they will oversee the day-to-day activities
of the organization. Krikorian and Barsamian, reflecting on the centennial year,
stated, “As our first order of business, we
must ensure that a bipartisan majority of
Congress calls upon President Obama
to unequivocally affirm the Armenian
Genocide this April 24th and that other
prominent public figures and institutions
make the same call.” Rounding out the
Assembly’s leadership are: ArmenBar
Honorary Member Carolyn Mugar (MA),
President; Robert A. Kaloosdian (MA),
Vice Chairman and Counselor; Edele
Hovnanian (NJ), Vice President; Bianka
Kadian-Dodov (NY), Treasurer; Oscar
Tatosian (IL), Secretary; and Lisa Kalustian (CA), Assistant Secretary; as well
as Board Members Aram Gavoor (DC),
Alex Karapetian (NY), Rachel Kaprielian
(MA), Raffi Kassarjian (CA and Armenia),
Lu Ann Ohanian (MA), Toros Sahakian
(NJ), Joyce Stein (CA), and Annie Totah
(MD). Albert Momjian (PA) will continue to serve as Solicitor.
Board member and former ArmenBar Chair, Edvin Minassian, was extensively involved in the work
of the Armenian Genocide
Centennial
CommitteeWestern USA as well as the United Armenian Council for the Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide, officially in his capacity as the Chairman of the Organization of
Istanbul Armenians. He also participated in
the organizing subcommittee of the March
for Justice, always carrying the Armenian
Bar flag and assisting the chairman of the
committee, Garo Ghazarian, throughout the
challenging organizational process.
Los Angeles-area active
member Mhare Mouradian has recently joined
the highly-reputed firm
of Clark & Trevithick. Mr.
Mouradian practices business, commercial, corporate, products liability, and real
estate law. He was recently published
in the USLAW Magazine and has been
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named as a 2015 Southern California Rising Star for the fifth consecutive year.
Yelena Nersesyan, a
New York member and
a principal and spirited
organizer of Armenian
Bar activities in the Big
Apple, has joined the national law firm of Haynes and Boone. Ms.
Nersesyan is an associate in the firm’s real
estate practice group and her practice focuses on finance, joint ventures, purchase
and sales transactions and restructurings.
She also advises foreign institutional investors and high net worth individuals
on their cross-border real estate investments.
Co-Vice Chair Kathy
Ossian, along with Lara
Nercessian and Marjorie Nanian, were active
members of the AGCCGD. In July 2014, the
Armenian Bar Association joined with
fourteen other Armenian organizations
in the Detroit area, to form the Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee of
Greater Detroit. The AGCC-GD planned
a number of activities and events in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of
the Genocide, including five billboards
strategically placed on various metro Detroit freeways to further raise awareness
of the Armenian Genocide. The AGCCGD continues to meet in furtherance of
Armenian unity and Genocide recognition and is planning further events to take
place in the fall.
Lynne A. Papazian of
Albany was one of twenty recipients of the New
York State Bar Association President’s Pro Bono
Service Award for having spent 40 hours assisting eight clients
in 2014 through the Legal Aid Society of
Northeastern New York’s Attorney for
the Day Program. Ms. Papazian’s practice focuses on family law, traffic law and
employment law.
Mona Simonian of
New York was co-counsel
in Capitol Records Inc. v.
MP3tunes, LLC, wherein
the plaintiffs claimed the
websites allowed for il-

legal sharing of music. The jury found
that MP3tunes infringed the plaintiffs’
right of reproduction and public display
of art and images that accompanied copyrighted music, among other violations
and determined that the plaintiffs’ damages totaled $48,061,073, which included
punitive damages of $7.5 million. Post
trial, the judge vacated the jury’s finding
that co-defendant infringed the plaintiffs’
right of public display of art and images.
The judge also held that certain of the
infringements which the jury had found
the defendants had “red flag knowledge”
of or had willfully blinded themselves
to, were entitled to the DMCA “safe harbor”. Statutory damages were reduced to
$12,518,531, and punitive damages were
conditionally reduced to $750,000.
Thanks to the generous donation of Vartkes
Yeghiayan, USC Shoah
Foundation Center for
Advanced Genocide Research is now in possession of over 40 boxes of documents from
the historic Martin Marootian, et al. v. New
York Life Insurance Company class action
lawsuit.
Brian Yeretzian was
recently featured as a contributing author to the
July-August edition of
The Los Angeles Lawyer
Magazine. Mr. Yeretzian
is a member of Hinds & Shankman.
Former
ArmenBar
Chair and Director of the
USC Executive Education program, Frank V.
Zerunyan, wrote about
his recent global travels.
His essay captures his experiences in Saudi Arabia, India, Bahrain,
Ethiopia, South Korea, Armenia, South
Africa, Georgia, and China both through
his work with the United Nations and as
Director of Executive Education at USC
Price. A copy of the artical may befound
at:
https://bedrosian.usc.edu/exednews/frank-zerunyan-on-global-executive-education/.
￼ Please send your job announcements, press
releases, articles and noteworthy information to
Saro at SKerkonian@aol.com

Volume 26, Number 2

Armenian Bar Association - Fall, 2015

LAW REVIEW HA#ASDANIX

FROM ARMENIA

In an effort to foster a better understanding of the rule of law in Armenia and to help keep our readers updated on
current legal issues, the Newsletter staff endeavors to bring to you periodically legislative and other legal developments
from the Republic of Armenia.

Armenia’s Proposed Constitutional Reforms:
Are They Worth The Paper They’re Written On?
In September of 2013, Armenia’s
President Serzh Sargsyan signed an
executive order establishing a Special
Commission to propose amendments
to the country’s constitution. Mr. Sargsyan stated that the constitution needed to be reformed in order to strengthen democratic institutions, advance the
rule of law and promote human rights.
Headed by the president (Chief Judge
Gagik Harutyunyan) of the Constitutional Court, the initial task of the
Special Commission was to develop
a concept paper identifying the longstanding rule of law and governance
problems in Armenia and formulating
the constitutional solutions to these
problems.
From the moment President Sargsyan announced his intention to amend
the constitution, the most controversial and discussed topic has been the
possible move from the current semipresidential form of government to
a parliamentary system. (The political system in Armenia is considered
semi-presidential because unlike in the
United States where the president is
undeniably the head of the executive
branch, Armenia’s system has both a
president and a prime minister sharing
leadership functions within the executive branch). Some opposition political
parties have been very vocal in their
skepticism regarding the President’s
intentions given the fact that Mr. Sargsyan and the ruling Republican Party
had never informally or officially endorsed a parliamentary form of government.
Many opposition politicians argue
that President Sargsyan initiated the
potential move to a parliamentary
form of government as a way for him

personally to stay in power beyond his
second term in office even though Mr.
Sargsyan announced during a meeting
with the members of the Special Commission that he would not seek the post
of prime minister if Armenia adopted
a parliamentary form of government.
Article 49 of Armenia’s constitution
prevents Mr. Sargsyan or any other sitting president from serving more than
two consecutive terms in office.
The story of Armenia’s constitution
began a few years after gaining independence from the Soviet Union in
1991. During President Levon Ter Petrosyan’s inaugural term, the Republic
of Armenia adopted its first constitution through a national referendum in
1995. Under this initial constitution,
political power was centralized in the
office of the president. For example,
under Article 55, the president had
absolute authority to appoint and dismiss the prime minister. There was no
requirement to consult with or put the
nomination of a prime minister to a
vote in the National Assembly. Moreover, political authority vested in the
presidency was amplified by the fact
that the country’s highest law did not
include clear mechanisms to promote
and establish the separation and bal-

By Garen Nazarian

ance of powers between the different
branches of government. Under the
same Article 55, the president had absolute discretion to dissolve the National
Assembly and to appoint the president
of the Constitutional Court. These are
just three examples of authority vested in the office of the president under
the 1995 constitution that allowed the
executive to wield largely unchecked
power as head of state.
Armenia’s current constitution is the
product of amendments initiated and
seen through in 2005 by then President Robert Kocharyan. Limiting the
powers of the president and creating
more balance among the branches of
government was one of the main goals
of the 2005 amendments, as stated by
President Kocharyan. The Venice Commission, which advises the Council of
Europe on constitutional law matters,
stated that the new constitution would
provide a “good basis” for bringing
Armenia in line with “European standards” for human rights, democracy and
rule of law and promised to “pave the
way for [Armenia’s] further European
integration.”
After the new constitution was
adopted through a national referendum in 2005, the amended Article 55
5
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Armenia’s Proposed Constitutional Reforms:
still provided the president the authority to appoint the prime minister, but
with the following restrictions: “On the
basis of the distribution of the seats in
the National Assembly and consultations held with parliamentary factions,
appoint as prime minister the person
enjoying confidence of the majority of
the Deputies.” Presidential power was
also limited in relation to the dissolution of the National Assembly. Under
the new Article 74.1, the president
could only dissolve the National Assembly under certain circumstances.
Additionally, the president’s authority
in the realm of Constitutional Court
appointments was also curtailed. Under clause 10 of the new Article 55, the
president was given the power to appoint the president of the Constitutional Court only if the National Assembly
failed to meet certain requirements in
appointing that position.
However, even after the 2005 reforms
to Armenia’s constitution which were
aimed at limiting presidential power,
the reality remained that the president
of Armenia continued to exercise absolute authority over political affairs
in the country. Many of the checks and
balances that were written into the 2005
constitution as a way to limit the power
of the president were never truly put
into practice.
In the latest attempt to amend Armenia’s constitution, the Special Commission has expressly stated that the
overarching goal of the amendments
is to move away from a constitution
that centralizes power in the office of
the president to one that puts the rights
of citizens at the center of the country’s highest law (Concept Paper, pg.
8). Nevertheless, as previously stated,
the issue that has received the most attention from both the public and politicians is the possible move to a parliamentary system of government.
In Section 2.4 of the Concept Paper,
titled Separation and Balance of Powers, the Special Commission states
that the current political problems in
Armenia stem from the semi-presidential form of government, the fact that
the separation and balance of powers
among branches of government is not
put into practice, and the lack of sys6

tematic solutions to these problems
(Concept Paper, pg. 26). The Special
Commission warns that Armenia’s
constitution gives the president wider
powers than desired or expected when
the president’s political party has an
absolute majority in the National Assembly. This promotes one party domination, giving the president de facto
absolute authority, especially since
there is no effective counter-balance to
this power from either the National Assembly or the government, as headed
by the prime minister (Concept Paper,
pp. 27-28).
So what is the solution offered by the
Special Commission to the problem of
over-centralized power in the office
of the president? A move to a parliamentary form of government. In the
Concept Paper, the Special Commission states that reforming the current
semi-presidential system cannot sufficiently solve the country’s political
problems because under this system
the president has unchecked authority
without being exposed to the necessary
political responsibility (Concept Paper,
pg. 31). One of the problems in Armenia’s current political system, according to the Special Commission, is that
it is not clear whether the president or
the prime minister heads the executive branch. The Special Commission
recommends to solve this dilemma by
making the prime minister head of the
executive branch of government, with
the president as head of state, given
powers to check and balance the other
branches of government (Concept Paper, pg. 30).
But before continuing with the Special Commission’s recommendations
outlined in the Concept Paper, one issue must be addressed. An odd fact in
this story is that from the very beginning of the constitutional amendment
process, President Sargsyan stated that
he is personally against adopting a parliamentary form of government given
the fact that Armenia is essentially
still at war with its neighbor, Azerbaijan. The semi-presidential system, Mr.
Sargsyan argued, gives better national
security assurances because under this
form of government, it is clear that the
president is commander-in-chief of the

armed forces, allowing for quicker and
more decisive action in case of emergency national security dangers. If the
appropriate solutions to this vital issue
can be developed under a parliamentary system, President Sargsyan stated
he would not be against endorsing a
parliamentary form of government.
Although the Special Commission
believes a move to a parliamentary
form of government offers the best solution to Armenia’s political problems,
the Concept Paper states that such a
move can only be a purely political
decision, which can only be realized
if there is necessary consensus among
the country’s political parties (Concept
Paper, pg. 32). According to the Special
Commission, under a parliamentary
system, there would be a clear separation and balance of powers between
the three branches of government and
there would no longer be a need to create a “supreme” body – a concept held
over from the Soviet days. The National Assembly, as the legislative authority, would fulfill oversight functions
vis-a-vis the executive branch, while
the president would ensure that the
constitutional rules of the game were
upheld, and the courts would administer and enforce the law, working independently from the other branches of
government to serve justice (Concept
Paper, pg. 32).
In August, the Special Commission
officially presented the first draft of
the new constitution to President Sargysan, who approved all of the proposed amendments, including those
that would turn Armenia into a parliamentary form of government. The
commander-in-chief of the armed forces issue had been resolved to the President’s satisfaction, essentially making
the Defense Minister in charge of the
armed forces during times of peace,
the Prime Minister in charge during
times of war. In mid-September, the
proposed changes to the country’s supreme law were debated in the National Assembly. There have already been
some changes made to the first draft
of the constitution, based on suggestions from the Venice Commission and
members of the National Assembly,
amongst others who are interested and
involved in the process. With a comfortable majority, there is little doubt
that the members of the Republican
Party in the National Assembly will
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vote to approve the amendments, paving the way for a national referendum
sometime this winter.
Whether Armenia moves to a parliamentary form of government or not, the
crucial test for the country will remain
the following – will those in power respect and practice parliamentary principles, including the separation and
balance of powers between the different branches of government, deemed
essential by the Special Commission
for a more democratic country, or will
the latest edition of beautifully written
constitutional concepts and ideals be
mistreated and ignored as they have
been since the 2005 amendments to the
constitution? As the popular saying in
Armenia goes, we’ll live and we’ll see.
Documents referenced in this article
may be found the following websites:
Concept Paper
http://moj.am/storage/uploads/
A1.pdf
Republic of Armenia Constitution
(2005)
http://parliament.am/parliament.
php?id=constitution&lang=eng#3
Republic of Armenian Constitution
(1995)
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/
text.jsp?file_id=178763

Garen
Nazarian
earned his J.D. degree
from UCLA School of
Law and his B.A. from
UC Berkeley. He spent
a number of years in the
Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office before being selected to serve as the
first Legal Fellow of a unique program
of the Southwestern University School
of Law and Republic of Armenia’s Ministry of Justice (with the participation of
the Armenian Bar Association) working
directly with the Ministry to strengthen
Armenia’s legal system. At the conclusion
of the program, Mr. Nazarian remained
in Armenia, and currently serves as the
Criminal Law Specialist for the American
Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative
and manager of the Mining Legislation
Reform Initiative at the American University of Armenia Center for Responsible
Mining.
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REPORT OF THE ARMENIAN RIGHTS
WATCH COMMITTEE
The Armenian Rights Watch Committee (ARWC), led by its indefatigable co-chairs Karnig Kerkonian and
Garo Ghazarian, was proactively engaged this past term with a resolute
commitment to aggressively monitoring the rights of Armenians throughout the world. The last four months
have evidenced an enhanced focus on
this mandate, as the ARWC has maintained a hyper-vigilant, outspoken
concern on the protection of the human, civil and political rights of Armenians and our communities.
The ARWC has actively monitored
global events in which Armenians
have a protectable interest and has
led the Armenian Bar Association in
voicing its concerns where necessary.
In all instances, the ARWC has insisted on invoking principles of domestic and international law, to which
certain State and non-State actors are
bound, when condemning observed
violations. Specifically, the ARWC
authored five compelling statements
reproving violations of Armenian
rights.
The first involved the condemnation of the Armenian government’s
use of excessive force during the
peaceful protests in Yerevan, which
popularly came to be known as “Electric Yerevan.” In its public statement,
the ARWC brought to the attention of
the government that the use of excessive force in a democratic society is
limited to the protection of the rule of
law and is not to be used as a coercive
tactic.
Thereafter, the ARWC posted a
statement on the Association’s Facebook page, challenging the statements made by United States Ambassador James Warlick of the OSCE
Minsk Group, where he recklessly
stated that the Nagorno Karabakh Republic must return “occupied lands.”
Third, the ARWC penned a statement calling for an immediate investigation by Turkish civil authorities
into the beatings of Armenian youth
protecting Camp Armen, an Armenian children’s camp in Istanbul, which
was illegally seized by the Turkish
State in violation of its obligations un-

der international treaties and conventions.
Then, after detecting state-sponsored incitement of Turkish ultranationalist groups against the Armenian minority in Turkey, the ARWC
authored letters to the embassies and
consulates of 16 countries, demanding they join public condemnation of
the Turkish government’s agitation
and backing of continued discrimination, threats and assaults against the
Armenian community in Turkey.
Finally, earlier this month, several
media outlets in Armenia and the
diaspora reported on the ARWC’s
timely and telling statement about
the suppression of political speech
during current deliberations on the
reform of Armenia’s Constitution. In
the statement, the ARWC explained
that in a true representative democracy, “the voice of opposition is allowed to be heard and given the opportunity to persuade... . Rather than
amplifying the opposition’s voice and
welcoming the opportunity to refute
the challenges in open debate, the
government has charted an alarming course aimed at curbing-indeed
criminally punishing-political speech
in order to secure its proposed constitutional changes. As the measure
moves to the public for a national referendum, we must caution adamantly the government against the implementation of similar tactics aimed at
muzzling constitutionally-protected
political speech and, indeed, public
dissent.”
The ARWC was at the very forefront in identifying and addressing
these significant issues during this
past term, securing the Association’s
relevance, impact and leadership
among Armenian diasporan organizations.
Complete copies of each statement
may be found at https://www.armenianbar.com/. To inquire about
the activities of the Armenian Rights
Watch Committee, contact Karnig
Kerkonian at
KKerkonian@Kerkonian.com
or Garo Ghazarian at
GBGlaw@sbcglobal.net.
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SOUTHWESTERN LAW SCHOOL INTRODUCES
SUMMER ABROAD PROGRAM IN ARMENIA
For years, Los Angeles’ second oldest law school has had a special relationship with the Armenian-American
community and with the Armenian
Bar Association. Home to over 130
law students of Armenian heritage,
Southwestern Law School also boasts a
cadre of active and engaged ArmenianAmerican alums who for decades have
been leaders in the Armenian community as well as the community at large.
Southwestern’s commitment to the
Armenian community was recently reflected through the unprecedented and
much-lauded Southwestern Armenia
Fellowship that was established with
Armenia’s Ministry of Justice, from
2012 to 2014. The Armenian Bar Association played an important role in
steering this groundbreaking program
to fruition and was heartened to see the
selection of one of its members, Garen
Nazarian, as the Southwestern Fellow.
Southwestern has now taken another
unprecedented step in supporting the
Armenian community and recognizing the important role Armenia can
play in the international education
and training of legal practitioners. The
faculty at Southwestern Law School
propose to establish the first ever U.S.
law school program in Yerevan with
the goal that the program will begin in
summer 2016.
Southwestern is accredited by the
American Bar Association (ABA) and
the Yerevan Summer Abroad Program
must also receive ABA approval before
implementation. Having secured faculty support, the next step is to obtain
ABA approval. The Yerevan Summer
Abroad Program has been spearheaded
by Anahid Gharakhanian, Vice Dean of
Southwestern Law School, with the enthusiastic support of students and the
administration, including Dean Susan
Westerberg Prager.
The plan is for the Yerevan Summer
Abroad Program to be hosted at the
8

American University of Armenia, midJune to mid-July, and offering 4 units
of law school credit. The program will
be open to all JD students from ABAaccredited law schools. To enhance
the program’s comparative and international nature, the program will also
take several law students from Armenia, as well as include academic and
social excursions and gatherings. Students will have the option of taking 2
courses from the following 4 offerings,
focused on international trade/business and human rights.
Int’l Human Rights Research
and Advocacy-Middle East and North
Africa, Sarah Leah Whitson, Human
Rights Watch Executive Director, Middle East and North African Division;
-Media as an Int’l Human Right, David Goldberg, international lecturer
and expert on law and information
rights;
-Business Writing and Drafting, Alexandra D’Italia, Southwestern Law
School Director of the Writing Center
and Associate Professor of Law;
-Int’l Trade Law: the Main Instru-

ments of the WTO System, Adelaida
Baghdasaryan, Chair, American University of Armenia LL.M. Program.
Southwestern will also offer a
2-week prelaw course for those headed into law school or exploring the
idea. Southwestern’s Vice Dean Anahid Gharakhanian, Professor of Legal
Analysis, Writing and Skills and Director of the Externship Program, will
teach this course. The prelaw course
will educate students about the fundamentals of doing well in law school, including introduction to legal reasoning
as well as oral and written articulation
of legal issues and analysis. Students
will also develop core study and professional skills that are critical to legal
education and the profession.
The Southwestern Yerevan Summer
Abroad Program is pending approval
by the American Bar Association Accreditation Committee. In the meantime, if you have questions about the
program or the prelaw course, please
contact Anahid Gharakhanian at
agharakhanian@swlaw.edu.
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VICKEN I. SIMONIAN SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2015
In September 2015, the Scholarship Committee, comprised of Christine Engustian (East Providence, RI), Laura Karabulut (Toronto, Canada), Elizabeth Al-Dajani (Chicago, IL), and Lara Kayayan (Los Angeles, CA), recommended to the
Board of Governors that Andre Bogossian, Adam Kevorkian and Mesrop Manukyan receive the 2015 Vicken I. Simonian
student scholarships. The committee’s recommendations were unanimously approved by the Board and we are happy
to share with you a brief description of the recipients’ deserving records of accomplishment.

Andre Bogossian

Andre Bogossian was born in Rio
De Janeiro, Brazil. He received his
Bachelor of Law degree in 2010 from
the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro magna cum laude, graduating
second in his class. Subsequently, he
worked both in the public and private sectors, where he specialized
in administrative and constitutional
law. He then received a Master in
Law degree in 2015 from the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, graduating first in his class. At
Pontifical Catholic University, he was
the Editor of the Law Journal.
Andre has been accepted to Harvard Law School’s LLM program
for the calendar year 2015-2016. He
plans for a career in academia. His
main area of interest is Comparative
Constitutional Law, with a focus on
studying institutional mechanisms of
democracy. To this end, he intends to
study several democracies including
Armenia. Specifically, his research
on Armenia will analyze the form of
its governance and suggest solutions
to strengthen it.
Andre is a member of the Young
Professionals Network of the Armenian General Benevolent Union and
is active in the planning of events.
Adam Raffi Kevorkian commenced the J.D. program at Southwestern Law School in September
2015. He received a Bachelor of Arts
from San Francisco State University
in Anthropology and Archaeology.
In addition to his academic pur-

Adam Raffi Kevorkian

suits, Adam was a lecturer at Loyola
Marymount University where he was
hired out of school in the very program
where he was a student.
Adam is passionate about his Armenian heritage. He took a course to
learn how to read and write Armenian.
He visited Armenia which encouraged
him to write about it. His work has
been published in the Ararat Quarterly
and other journals. One of his short
stories was published in the Los Angeles Review, which resulted in a PEN/
Faulkner nomination for “Best Young
Writer in American Fiction.” He is
the author of the novel, Masis, which
was displayed at the London Book
Fair. He has also spoken to students
at the Rose & Alex Pilibos Armenian
School in Hollywood about cultural
identity. In 2013, Adam was honored
with a Certificate of Recognition by the
California Legislature Assembly, Adrin
Nazarian, 46th District, for “hard work
and dedication to the [Armenian] community…”
Mesrop Manukyan, born in Yerevan
Armenia, will be attending the University of Cambridge this fall to pursue a Master of Laws (LLM). Mesrop
obtained his law degree from Yerevan
State University in 2013. After becoming a lawyer, he first worked as Deputy
Assistant at the National Assembly
of Armenia and then as a lawyer at
Legelata LLC, a law firm in Yerevan.
While working full-time, Mesrop also
completed a 2-year LLM program at
the American University of Armenia

Mesrop Manukyan

where he is projected to finish first in
his class.
Currently, Mesrop serves as the
Yerevan-based lawyer for the Initiatives for Development of Armenian
(IDeA) charitable foundation and its
15 partner organizations. In his position with IDeA, Mesrop provides legal support for programs including:
100 Lives; the St. George’s Cathedral
restoration project in Georgia; the
Dilijan development project; and the
establishment of the UWC Diljian
College. He enjoys this work because
it is “aimed towards the development of my country.”
In addition to his academic and
professional career, Mesrop regularly
gives back to his community. He provides pro bono counsel to Armenians
who cannot afford to hire a lawyer
and also volunteers his non-paid legal services to various committees at
the National Assembly of Armenia,
including the “Standing Committee
on Territorial Management and Local
Self-Government.” Mesrop hopes to
establish a non-governmental organization focused on bridging the legislative process with the local communities in various regions in Armenia
in an effort to develop further participation in government and boost the
local economies.
To learn more about giving to the
Vicken I. Simonian Scholarship Fund,
please contact Christine J. Engustian
at cjengustian@gmail.com.
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His Holiness Catholicos Aram I and Judge Der-Yeghiayan

Armenian Bar Founder Raffi K. Hovannisian and Judge Der-Yeghiayan

OUR HONOR
REFLECTIONS ON CONVERSATIONS WITH JUDGE SAMUEL DER-YEGHIAYAN
continued from page 2

proud and upstanding family people,
holding firm to the teachings of their
Armenian heritage and living, unbeknownst to them, an epic tale of survival and perseverance.
In fact, these convictions were what
led the young Samuel from the soccer
fields of Beirut, where he had gained
an earned reputation as a goal-scorer,
to the shores of the United States at
the impressionable age of 19, in search
of opportunity. In his single luggage
bag were only a few clothing items,
a Bible from his father . . . and a twopage letter that would guide him forever through this life. And thus, with
those limited material belongings, the
teenaged Samuel began his life as a
young student at Evangel University
in Springfield, Missouri—only to learn
that he would be disconnected from his
family for the next eight years as Beirut
became engulfed in civil war and correspondence to the worn-torn region
ceased. In a world that technology
had not yet bridged, the young Samuel
was alone. He slept on a sofa in a onebedroom apartment without a phone,
without a nest egg, without much of
great significance . . . except something,
it turns out, of absolutely monumental
significance.
10

“These are my 10 commandments
to you,” the letter from his father began. The Judge spoke warmly of the
letter as he recounted its details to me.
The first three, he said, were of faith: to
believe, to read the Bible and to obey
the teachings. Samuel would remain a
man of religious conviction his entire
life. The next three were of bringing
honor to his ancestors, to his grandparents. Those commandments spoke of
never forgetting his heritage, his ethnicity, his Armenian upbringing and
his community. He would embrace
these tenets with firm resolve. The final
four were the manifestation of the prior commandments; their translation, if
you will, into daily life: to work with
diligence and humility, to always seek
to exceed expectations at each task, to
remain truthful and to be always in the
service of others. The Judge stopped
for moment as he related the words of
his father to me. Perhaps, he was reflecting on his first reading of the letter, in midwestern Missouri, so many
years ago, so far away from his roots,
so far away from the deserts in which
those roots were strewn. The elements
of the Armenian voki living within him
traced to a single letter, I couldn’t help
but think.

The collegiate was an incredible soccer player—a walk-on on the Evangel
University soccer team, to which we
was introduced by his first college
friend, the brother of future Missouri
Governor and United States Attorney
General, John Ashcroft. Samuel would
carry his passion for soccer throughout
his life, active in the community work
of U.S. Soccer and of Chicago professional teams and, of course, years later
in the backyard with his grandson. As
we spoke in a café in suburban Chicago, he stopped for a moment to remind
me of how important it is to remember
genuine friends, to stay in contact with
them and to maintain relationships.
The Judge is an endearing man, a true
father figure, whose very constitution,
I found, imposes on him this need to
help, to offer guidance.
“Never burn bridges,” he concluded
his moment of reflection. He spoke
most fondly of the wonderful friendship he shared with the Ashcroft family, born of the soccer fields of Springfield, Missouri and continuing to this
day. Months later, as I watched him accompany Senator Kirk from his chambers to speak at the 100th Anniversary
Commemoration in his courtroom, I
could not help but recall the Judge’s
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words at that café—and to think about
how vital the genuine relationships
he has cultivated have been for the
Armenian-American experience in the
United States.

A Distinguished Legal Career
After graduating from Evangel University in 1975, Samuel Der-Yeghiayan
earned his law degree at New Hampshire Law School (formerly Franklin
Pierce Law Center) in 1978, and then
began his law career in the United
States Attorney General’s Honors Program. He would return, years later, to
both of his alma maters as a commencement speaker. He served in various capacities with the Justice Department’s
Chicago District of Immigration and
Naturalization Service, including as a
trial attorney from 1978 to 1982, district
counsel from 1982 to 2000, and acting
district director from 1986 to 1987.
Notably, for twenty consecutive
years from 1981 to 2000, Samuel DerYeghiayan received Outstanding Performance Ratings as a U.S. Justice Department Attorney from different U.S.
Attorneys General. In 1986, he received
the Frank J. McGarr Award of the Federal Bar Association as the Outstanding
Federal Government Attorney in Chicago. In 1998, he received the District
Counsel of the Year Award from the
Commissioner of the INS and Attorney
General Janet Reno. And then, in 2000,
Samuel Der-Yeghiayan was appointed,
under the Clinton administration, an
immigration judge in the Department
of Justice Executive Office for Immigration Review.
Recalling this resume, I parsed my
next question silently in my head—
perhaps it was too pedestrian of an inquiry to make of a federal district court
judge. But given his unique background, both professional and personal, I thought, who better to ask? And,
so, I asked . . . and what I learned will
always remain with me.

The Armenian-American
“Judge, what is an Armenian-American?” A soft smile appeared to welcome the inquiry. The question was
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apparently one that nobody had ever
asked him. But, surely, it was one that
he was so uniquely positioned to answer: not only had he spent much of
his professional career with the INS
dealing with issues of immigration,
refugees, nationality and citizenship;
but he himself was an immigrant, an
Armenian immigrant, an Armenian
immigrant from the Middle East. His
answer, I needed to know. “We are
Americans,” he began, “let there be no
confusion about that.” He explained
that, after being driven from our lands,
our grandparents grew up as refugees,
as orphans, as nomads, as guests in
other peoples’ countries. He looked
across the table, over my notepad and
our coffees: “We were born in these
countries in the Middle East, Karnig,
but they were not our countries. We
were just there.” The last sentence
struck me: I had never heard it described that way. Just there. It sounded . . . well, it sounded stateless. And,
in that response, I learned something
about what the American experience
meant to my own father, to many of
our fathers, to many of us perhaps and,
of course, to the Judge himself. For the
first time, in generations, he explained,
“we belonged.”
Having come to America, the Judge
continued, the Armenians were no
longer the odars (foreigners) in other
people’s countries; the Armenians, like
all others having come to American
shores, now belonged. He recounted
the many naturalization ceremonies he
had performed with a pride that I, as
a natural-born American, could only
marvel at: “We were no longer 2nd
class citizens,” he explained, “we belonged.” The pride in that sentiment
echoed with a permanence I had not
felt since conversations with my own
father. The Judge was the proudest of
Americans. The Judge was the proudest of Armenians. And there was something beautiful in the marriage of these
identities that rested so comfortably on
the soul of an Armenian-American.

The Federal Judge
Judge Der-Yeghiayan was nominated by President George W. Bush on

March 5, 2003, for the District Court
seat vacated by Marvin E. Aspen, and
was unanimously confirmed by the
Senate on July 14, 2003. He received
his judicial commission on July 15,
2003. Importantly, his stature on the
District Court has become a significant
one: aside from his own docket, Judge
Der-Yeghiayan has on many occasions
served as acting Chief Judge for Northern District of Illinois; he has served on
key committees for the Court and, in
fact, has served, by designation, on the
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. The
Judge has hired exceptional ArmenianAmerican judicial law clerks, interns
and externs and always has opened his
courtroom for important events—including, most recently, a formal hearing conducted by U.S. Senator Kirk on
the plight of Christians in Syria and
Iraq due to the rise of ISIS. The Judge
has hosted visiting dignitaries from the
Republic of Armenia such as former
Armenian Foreign Minister, Raffi K.
Hovannisian; sitting judges from the
Republic’s highest courts; Deputy Public Defender of Armenia, Varser Karapetyan, and many others.
Of course, some of Judge Der-Yeghiayan’s contributions to the ArmenianAmerican experience are well known:
he is the first immigrant ArmenianAmerican federal judge in the United
States; he has assisted young Armenian
lawyers in navigating judgeships; he
has spoken at numerous bar association events; and, of course, he recently
represented Armenians on the very
first Armenian float at the Tournament
of Roses Parade. But there is more that
deserves telling: his travels to the Soviet Union as a representative of the
United States Government in 1988 are
stories fit for a New York Times bestseller. His impressions on the impact
of Soviet atheism and stagnation on
human progress, which he witnessed
firsthand in the late 1980s while in Soviet Armenia, are deserving of publication themselves. His relationship
with Aram I, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia, is a remarkable story
of a childhood friendship rising to one
of global substance. His relationships
with U.S. senators, U.S. congressmen,
continued on page 25

11

Armenian Bar Association - Fall, 2015

Volume 26, Number 2

ARMENIAN BAR SHINES BRIGHT
continued from page 1

Professor Richard Hovannisian receiving Hrant Dink Freedom award from the Association’s first Chairman,
David Balabanian

to the Republic of Armenia and Western Armenia. To the delight of the audience, Judge Ito gave a pictorial and
historical glimpse of Armenia and provided realistic and practical means to
garner support for universal recognition of the Armenian Genocide. “His
slide-show presentation of his journeys
to both sides of the land of Ararat, and
his detailed knowledge of Armenian
history and culture, shows that deep
inside the soul of Judge Ito is the Armenian spirit. It was a thrilling presentation,” said Armenian Bar Association
Board Member Vanna Kitsinian.
The luncheon also featured a special
presentation devoted to thanking Pope

Saturday Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Judge Lance Ito,
and Armenian Bar Chairman Armen K. Hovannisian
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Francis for his moral courage and conviction in recognizing the Armenian
Genocide, as the spiritual leader of the
one billion members of the Catholic
Church. Accepting the Association’s
gratitude on behalf of the Armenian
Catholic Church was Father Thomas
Garabedian, a Ph.D. in Canon Law,
who provided the audience with an informative presentation about the great
significance of the Pope’s act of recognition. Father Thomas also provided
a spiritually uplifting blessing during
the luncheon.
The second panel on topic of restorative justice included international
law advocates Steve Dadaian, Karnig
Kerkonian, and Seepan Parseghian.
Moderated by board member Edvin
Minassian, the presentation featured
Mr. Dadaian’s discussion about the
various treaties that may have implications on Armenian reparation claims,
such as the Treaties of Sevres, Kars,
and Lausanne, and the arbitral award
of President Woodrow Wilson. There
was also a fascinating comparative
analysis, ushered in by Mr. Kerkonian,
of the origins of the Zionist Movement,
Theodor Herzl and the lessons that
can be drawn from the Jewish experience of re-establishing statehood. Mr.
Kerkonian further gave an eye-opening perspective on how the legal theory of res judicata can have an important
implication on Armenian claims if the
Armenian diaspora does not formu-

late a demand of that which it seeks to
obtain as reparations. Mr. Parseghian
presented the audience with an innovative means of seeking restorative
justice through the Indigenous Peoples
Act. The presentations sparked such
an intense interest among the audience
members that a lively and constructive
45-minute question and answer session
followed.
The highlight of the weekend was
the Gala Silver Anniversary Banquet
which took place in the grand Marquesa Ballroom of the Montage Hotel.
Masters of Ceremony Vanna Kitsinian
and Gerard Kassabian presented three
of the Armenian Bar Association’s
highest honors. The first recipient
was world-renowned Armenian historian and scholar, Professor Richard
Hovannisian. Dr. Hovannisian was
presented with the Association’s highest honor, the Hrant Dink Freedom
Award, presented to only an exceptional few individuals who have demonstrated the ability to speak truth to
power on issues of great magnitude to
the Armenian community. Armenian
Bar Association Chairman, Armen K.
Hovannisian, was recognized for his
outstanding leadership of the organization.
Following the chairman’s presentation, two of the most popular women
in the world, Kim and Kourtney Kardashian, joined other of their family
members to accept the Armenian Bar
Association’s Family Heritage Award
given in honor of their late father, Robert Kardashian. Kim Kardashian addressed the audience stating that she
and her sisters were very proud of their
Armenian heritage and commented on
the importance of seeking recognition
of the Armenian Genocide.
The presentation of the Family Heritage Award was followed by a special award recognizing Chairman
Ex-Officio, Garo Ghazarian, for his
exemplary community service. Mr.
Ghazarian was introduced by Chairman of the Central Committee of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation,
Western United States, and personal
friend Dr. Viken Hovsepian. Dr. Hovsepian praised Mr. Ghazarian’s passion
and dedication to the Armenian Cause
and in particular his co-chairmanship
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of the Armenian Genocide Centennial
Committee, which saw the March For
Justice gather more than 160,000 participants, making it the largest mass
march in the history of Los Angeles.
Former Chairs of the Armenian Bar
Association who were in attendance received bejeweled pins for their service
to the Association which were presented by the founder of the organization,
Raffi K. Hovannisian. The evening’s
festivities began with blessings from
Archbishops Moushegh Mardirossian
and Hovnan Derderian.
Members also enjoyed a golf tournament held at the beautiful Rancho
Park Golf Course in West Los Angeles. Organized by long-time Armenian Bar veterans, Garo Hovannisian,
Mark Horoupian and Nigol Manoukian, more than 30 golfers took to the
tees and enjoyed 18 holes of playful
jousting. “It was a wonderful event.
The course was long and very challenging, but the smiles and camaraderie of the participants made it a breeze
of a day. And, the fact that we raised
roughly $5,000 for the Vicken Simonian
Scholarship Fund made it even more
gratifying,” said organizing committee
member, Garo Hovannisian, at the conclusion of the tournament.
On Friday evening, attendees gathered for an outdoor reception under
the stars at the famous Via Alloro restaurant in Beverly Hills, where they
networked while enjoying delicious
wines and scrumptious appetizers.
Elections to the Association’s Board
of Governors were held at the Saturday
session of the business meeting. Karnig
Kerkonian of Illinois, Scott Ohnegian
of New Jersey, and California attorneys
Ara Babaian, Saro Kerkonian and Tina
Odjaghian were elected to three-year
terms.
The newly-assembled Board then
elected Harry Dikranian of Montreal
as Chair, Saro Kerkonian of Los Angeles, Gary Moomjian of New York and
Kathy Ossian of Detroit as Vice Chairs,
Vanna Kitsinian of Encino as Secretary
and Gerard Kassabian of Beverly Hills
as Treasurer.
“Our organizing committee put in
countless hours to assemble an Annual Meeting of the highest caliber for
continued on page 28
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Welcome Reception: Steve Artinian, Ashod Mooradian, Jacklin Boyadjian, Alin Ajamian, Stephanie Ebrami,
Vanna Kitsinian, Kara Kardashian, Gerard Kassabian

Panel on restorative justice: L - R: Seepan Parseghian, Karnig Kerkonian and Steve Dadaian

L - R: U.S. District Court Judges Andre Birotte, Jr., Larry Burns, Dickran Tevrizian (ret.), U.S. District
Court Magistrate Judge Jacqueline Chooljian and Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Zaven Sinanian

From L-R: Harry Dikranian, Gerard Kassabian, Armen K. Hovannisian, Garo Ghazarian, Dr. Viken Hovsepian, and Edvin Minassian
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LOYOLA LAW ADVANCES GENOCIDE DIALOG

By Nerses Aposhian, Treasurer, Armenian Law Students Association, Loyola Law School

“Who, after all, speaks today of
the annihilation of the Armenians?”
Every time I read these words by
Adolf Hitler, I feel pride—pride in
my country, pride in my culture and
pride in my people who have put
Hitler’s words to shame.
2015 marks the 100th anniversary
of the commencement of the Armenian Genocide. At Loyola Law
School, we are fortunate to have
the Center for the Study of Law and
Genocide (CSLG) which promotes
legal scholarship on genocide and
mass violations of human rights
and trains current and future legal
practitioners on using existing remedies, domestic and international, to
help victims of genocide and mass
violations of human rights achieve a
measure of justice.
This year, on April 9th, to commemorate the centennial of the first
genocide of the 20th century, the
Center for the Study of Law and
Genocide partnered with the Armenian Law Students’ Association
to host a panel discussion which
included His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Brian Kabateck,
Mark Geragos, Hon. Shelley Kaufman and USC Professor Richard
Dekmejian.
Professor Stanley Goldman, Director of the CSLG introduced Archbishop Derderian who led the evening with prayer and shared a few
events that the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church had planned
for the centennial. Tying in the law,
the Archbishop said the Armenian
Genocide and all other genocides in
history are crimes against humanity.
Professor Dekmejian, an expert
scholar on world genocides and
global terrorism, followed. As a former student of Professor Dekmejian
at USC, I experienced déjà vu. Dekmejian spoke about the history of
14

L-R: Mark Geragos, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Shelley Kaufman, Professor Richard Dekmejian,
Brian Kabateck, and Professor Stanley Goldman

mass atrocities and about the Armenian
Genocide and how it became a blueprint
for all other genocides that followed.
He spoke of the importance of learning
about past genocides because “those
people who forget the genocides of the
past, don’t understand that they will be
repeated in the future, they are repeated
right now.” Further, Dekmejian said,
“we need to learn about genocides of
the past in order to inoculate ourselves
from not being genocidal”—a French
term meaning perpetrators of genocide.
Transitioning into the legal relevance
of genocide, Hon. Shelley Kaufman,
recently appointed to the Los Angeles
Superior Court by California Governor
Jerry Brown in December 2013, spoke
of her time at the Geragos & Geragos
law firm, where she led two historic
class action settlements for $37.5 million against two prominent insurance
companies, New York Life Insurance
and AXA, on behalf of descendants
of Armenian Genocide victims. Mark
Geragos, prominent trial lawyer and
Loyola Law alumnus, shared his experiences in the cases Judge Kaufman
alluded to. During the discovery process of the insurance cases, Geragos
said documents revealed that Ambassador Morgenthau was sending cables
to the United States describing what
was happening from 1915-1923. At the

time, the Armenian Genocide was
considered a mass extermination of
a race by observers since the term
“genocide” had not yet been coined.
Mark Geragos and Brian Kabateck,
also a Loyola Law alumnus and current Chairman of the Loyola Law
School Board of Board of Directors,
were both instrumental in establishing the CSLG at Loyola. Kabateck’s
grandparents were survivors of the
Armenian Genocide. Before the litigation against AXA and New York
Life Insurance began, Kabateck received a call from Geragos explaining the insurance issue and the two
of them took on these historic cases.
Kabateck and Geragos have truly become champions for the Armenian
cause and are disappointed with the
United States’ continuous denial of
the Armenian Genocide. Kabateck’s
advice to the students was to be leaders. He encouraged us to become involved in our communities, run for
political office and become advocates
for our people and our country.
The panel discussion was not
merely a commemoration of one of
the world’s greatest crimes, but an
opportunity for both Armenians and
non-Armenians to come together and
be educated about history to prevent
history from repeating itself.
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STUDENT MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
OVERVIEW
The Armenian Bar Association
Mentorship Program matches students with attorneys with the aim
of helping students adjust to law
school, learn more about the legal
market, and meet other Armenian
Bar members. The attorney participants accomplish these objectives
by providing career-related advice
and by bridging the gap between
the somewhat insulated academic
environment and the ever-expanding outside professional world. We
invite and encourage all law student members to take part in and
advantage of this excellent program.
In order to meet individual student needs, the mentorship program offers considerable flexibility
to its participants. Many students
are not yet sure how they intend to
use their law degree and find the
program helps them explore a variety of career options. Students who
have initial plans to focus on a specific practice area may use the program to meet practitioners in that
field and learn more about the “real
world” beyond law school. Others may consult with mentors for
practical advice on the job search
process, and use the mentorship
program as a networking resource.
With such a diverse and distinguished group of potential mentors,
it is likely that there will be a wide
array of creative and individual approaches to mentoring, depending
on the mentors’ experience, time
availability, and personality. What
will not vary is the common understanding that mentors will generously volunteer their time and
knowledge to assist law students,
offering support and advice as well
as opportunities for their mentees
to observe the law in vivid color.

This is often accomplished when
students “shadow” their mentors to
meetings, court proceedings, or legal programs. Eligible students are
those who are currently enrolled in
law school and are members of the
Armenian Bar Association.
Potential mentors and interested
students are asked to complete a
registration form of pertinent background information. Based upon
the data contained in the registration form, mentors and students
will be matched as closely as possible, with the aim of addressing the
interests and needs of the student.
EXPECTATIONS
It is anticipated that each mentor
and student pairing will engage in
at least four (4) mentoring encounters within one year of the match.
These meetings can be in-person,
over email, or by telephone, as
needs and schedules warrant.
Mentoring sessions should entail
introducing the student to a practical and realistic viewpoint of the
expectations and requirements of
legal education and the legal profession. For first-year students, the
participants may delve into discussions of various areas of law, good
study habits, available resources,
and any special needs or concerns
that may surface.
For second- and third-year law
students, the mentorship program
will include the previously-described activities and encompass
discussions on securing employment or externships in law firms,
businesses or governmental agencies, and on improving resumes
and effective interviewing skills.
The third-year law students’ program will include all of the above
plus advice on preparation for the

bar examination and the search for
a permanent job in the legal profession.
It is our hope that the mentor/
student relationship will develop into a trusting and nurturing
friendship, mutually beneficial and
rewarding over an extended period
of time.
HOW DOES IT WORK?
The Armenian Bar serves as the
liaison between students and attorneys, recruiting attorney-volunteers into the program and matching students with appropriate
mentors.
Attorneys who volunteer to mentor students are asked to complete
a mentor profile form. Mentor profiles are organized by practice area,
and include the name of the mentor’s firm/company/organization,
area(s) of specialization or expertise, as well as contact information.
Student members who would
like to learn more about the program may contact the Armenian
Bar liaison at: mentorprogram@
Armenianbar.com. Students should
think about what they are looking
for in a mentor – as far as practice
area(s), experience, geographic
location or other characteristics.
Next, students should complete the
mentorship application and attach
a resume. The Armenian Bar will
select specific mentors whose background and experience match the
students’ interests. Before meeting
with mentors, the students should
take some time to think about what
they hope to get out of the experience. It is up to the students to ask
for the information that they seek.
The Armenian Bar liaison can help
if students are having difficulty articulating mentoring objectives.
15

Armenian Bar Association - Fall, 2015

Volume 26, Number 2

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION LEADS GENOCIDE
CENTENNIAL EDUCATIONAL EVENT IN ARIZONA

L-R: BASIS Schools’ Teresa Shorbe, ANCA-WR Arizona’s Zaroug Chilingirian-Baltajian, Armenian Bar
Board Members Vanna Kitsinian and Sara Bedirian, BASIS Schools’ Michelle Mason and Petra Pajtas

Just as countless communities in
cities worldwide commemorated the
historic Armenian Genocide Centennial, Arizona was no exception. Recognizing the importance of marking the
100th anniversary of the first modern
genocide of the 20th century, the BASIS Charter school system in Arizona
organized a community-wide Armenian Genocide event on April 22, 2015,
which took place at BASIS Phoenix.
BASIS Schools pride themselves on
offering its students something no other American public school does: That
is, “an education that prepares them
according to the highest, most rigorous international standards.” BASIS
schools have been ranked consistently
among the best schools in the United
States – and the world. According to
this standard in academic excellence,
the school administration felt it was imperative that they expose their students
and surrounding community members
with an educational lecture about one
of the most important chapters in U.S.
history when Armenian and American
histories intersected.
Accordingly, BASIS Arizona invited
the Armenian Bar Association to lead
the educational program organized
by their school’s administration. Graciously accepting the invitation, two
members of the Board of Governors
16

of the Armenian Bar Association, Sara
Bedirian and Vanna Kitsinian, travelled to Phoenix to take part in this
event. In cooperation with the local
Arizona Chapter of the Armenian National Committee of America, a compelling presentation was delivered to a
room full of eager participants, some of
whom learned significant details about
the Armenian Genocide for the very
first time.
Opening remarks were made by Sara
Bedirian who welcomed the guests and
thanked them for responding to BASIS’s invitation to learn more about the
Armenian Genocide during this pivotal time in history. Earlier in the day,
Ms. Bedirian and Ms. Kitsinian, along
with Zaroug Chilingirian Baltajian, the
local ANCA Chair, visited the office of
the Secretary of State for the State of
Arizona, Michele Reagan, to receive
an official Armenian Genocide Proclamation. Ms. Bedirian read aloud the
Proclamation, which in no uncertain
terms declares the mass extermination
of the estimated 1.5 million Armenians from April 24, 1915 through 1923
a “Genocide.” The Proclamation referenced how, in 1975, the U.S. House of
Representatives approved House Joint
Resolution 148, resolving to designate
April 24th as “National Day of Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity.”

Ms. Bedirian went on to thank the
administration of the BASIS school
system, including Michelle Mason,
Head of School for BASIS Oro Valley,
Petra Pajtas, Head of School for BASIS
Phoenix, as well as Teresa Shorbe, Lead
Subject Adviser for History in BASIS
for the opportunity to raise awareness
about the Armenian Genocide.
Thereafter, the keynote address was
made by Vanna Kitsinian who started
her PowerPoint presentation by setting
forth the then-current world events in
1915 Ottoman Turkey. Using archival
photographs and images of original
congressional letters, Ms. Kitsinian
presented an overview of the historical
background that led to the Armenian
Genocide. Her presentation continued to chronicle America’s political,
humanitarian, and philanthropic response to the massacre and deportation of the innocent Armenian population living within the Ottoman Empire.
The presentation focused on how the
Near East Relief, America’s first nongovernmental organization, was established as a direct result of the Armenian Genocide and how this relief effort,
which eventually spanned the entire
globe, went on to save over a million
Armenian lives and rescue more than
132,000 orphans in the Near East.
Going through detailed descriptions
and photographs, the audience learned
how America was the very first among
nations to come to the aid of the Armenian people in its darkest hour, mobilizing all segments of society from
presidents, politicians, missionaries,
celebrities and children alike. At the
end of the presentation, Ms. Kitsinian
set forth ways in which guests could
join the call to action to achieve official U.S. recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by writing to their local, state
and federal government representatives and advocate for change.
The presentation was very well-received by many who had never before
known of the preeminent role the U.S.
played in saving the orphans and refugees during and after the Armenian
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Genocide. Following the PowerPoint
presentation, there was a question and
answer session, during which time Ms.
Kitsinian and Ms. Bedirian responded
to the very poignant questions posed
by the audience members. One attendee asked what specific role the state of
Arizona played in coming to the aid of
the Armenians. In response, Ms. Kitsinian provided a detailed description
of the various initiatives undertaken
by the state and its citizenry to contribute to the relief fund, as well as referenced the various Arizona newspapers
which reported on not only the atrocities against the Armenians, but also the
charitable work of Arizona’s citizens.
A state-specific Arizona fact sheet
summarizing the state’s contributions
to Near East Relief was provided to
every guest in attendance. Following
the presentation, several people in the
crowd approached the presenters and
stated that their ancestors were saved
by American missionaries and raised
in one of the Near East Relief orphanages highlighted in the presentation.
Following the conclusion of the program, the ABA representatives gifted
Ms. Shorbe a newly published booklet
which summarizes every U.S. state’s
contribution to the Near East Relief
effort, as well as the monumental political support provided by Presidents
Woodrow Wilson, Warren Harding,
and Calvin Coolidge, among other
diplomats and philanthropists. This
resource will serve as a valuable text
when teaching the Armenian Genocide
to Arizona students in their history
classes. The booklet was recently published by the ANCA-WR’s “America
We Thank You: An Armenian Tribute
to Near East Relief” committee.
In thanking the Armenian Bar Association for its valuable contribution
on the year of the Centennial, Michelle
Mason, Head of School for BASIS
stated, “BASIS was pleased to host a
lecture to the community on the 100th
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Guest speakers Vanna Kitsinian and Sara Bedirian of the Armenian
Bar Association highlighted the efforts
and history of the American Near East
Relief effort to aid and support the orphans of the Armenian Genocide.”
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L-R: Massachusetts State Bar Chair Marsha Kazarosian; Honorable Raffi Yessayan, Associate Justice
Massachusetts Superior Court; Honorable Mary Anne Sahagian, First Justice Essex County Probate
and Family Court; Former Board Member Sonya Nersessian; Honorable Gabrielle Wolohojian, Associate
Justice Massachusetts Appeals Court, and Honorable Sarkis Teshoian, Ret. District Court

ARMENIAN BAR HOSTS BOSTON “TEA” PARTY
The Armenian Bar Association held
an evening reception at Legal Harborside in Boston on April 1, 2015, to honor
the recent appointment of Justice Raffi
Yessayan to the Massachusetts Superior
Court as well as the accomplishments of
Justice Gabrielle Wolohojian of the Massachusetts Appeals Court and Justice
Mary Anne Sahagian of the Massachusetts Family and Probate Court of Essex
County. Also in attendance was the Attorney General of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, Maura Healey, and

the President of the Massachusetts Bar
Association, Marsha Kazarosian, who
provided brief remarks.
Attendees included other members of
the Massachusetts Bar from various practice areas, a few law students, and retired
Judge Sarkis Teshoian. Since the event
was limited to a small group, attendees
were able to meet and mingle with the
guests of honor and other attendees. The
venue, overlooking Boston Harbor, provided beautiful water views along with
delicious food and drinks.

Boston’s best are all smiles at bayside reception honoring Armenian-American jurists
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COMMITTEE FOCUS: SOCIAL MEDIA
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Spearheaded by
Executive
Committee
Board
members Gerard
Kassabian
and
Kathy Ossian, the
Social Media Committee
ensures
Gerard Kassabian
that the Armenian
Bar Association has a presence on major and contemporary social media
platforms. Recognizing the growing,
global importance of communication
through social media sources, the SMC
produces and promotes internet-based
material and resources to showcase
the many worthwhile activities of the
Armenian Bar Association. The committee chairpersons also see as an important feature of the committee’s mission that members are provided with
user-friendly forums where they can
connect professionally and express
their opinions on matters of interest to
the legal profession and the Armenian
community.
The Armenian Bar’s social media
sites include the organization’s website
(www.armenianbar.com ) , a Facebook
page, Instagram and Twitter. On those
many virtual displays depicting our
plans and activities, one may find the
organization’s statements of position
on matters affecting the Armenian Nation, as well as many points of relevant
reference, announcements about and
invitations to upcoming events, photo
galleries, and news items which concern the membership. The SMC also
supervises the distribution of press releases to media outlets world-wide and
email communications to the membership through Constant Contact with an
opt-out feature to ensure that communications are always welcome.
“With over 1600 likes on our Facebook page and more every day, with
our expanding presence on Instagram
and Twitter, we are proud that our efforts to provide modes and mechanisms of expression to our members
through social media have been greeted with wide approval. We will continue to strive to provide our members
with the benefit of the best and latest
sources of social media that the internet has to offer,” said Co-Chair Gerard

Kassabian. Members interested in taking on a more active role in this committee may contact Gerard: Gerard@
Kassabianlaw.com or Kathy: Kathy@
Ossianlaw.com.

The Armenian Bar Association expresses its sincere appreciation to Chris
Knudsen and Zorigo.com for providing,
often on a volunteer basis, the Association with diligent, creative and professional services on its website and other
social media outputs.

The next chapter of collaboration between the Armenian Bar Association and the Armenian American Medical Society saw leading members of our Association participate in the official program of the AAMS annual conference held on May 16, 2015,
at the Glendale Hilton. Featured on the ArmenBar roster of speakers were Jonathan
Jenkins (updates to HIPPA/hi-tech security), Edvin Minassian (workers’ compensation reform legislation), and Ara Babaian (corporate issues facing entrepreneurial
medical professionals) L-R: Lara Kayayan, Jonathan Jenkins, Edvin Minassian, Armen K. Hovannisian, AAMS Chairperson Serineh Melidonian, Ara Babaian, and
unidentified presenter.

The Chicago Armenian community honored two of its pillars and longtime leaders of
the Armenian Bar Association: Law Professor Ann Lousin and her sister, Math Professor
Leona Mirza. The celebration, organized by the Armenian International Women’s Association, took place in September 2015, at the Union League Club of Chicago. Professors
Lousin and Mirza have been active members of the Armenian Bar Association since its
inception, with Prof. Lousin having served three consecutive terms as the Association’s
Chairperson. L-R: Harry Missirilian, Lisa Esayian, Judge Sam Der-Yeghiayan, Elizabeth
Al-Dajani, Professor Ann Lousin, Kathy Ossian, Rudy Minasian and Karnig Kerkonian
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C R EAT IV E C ORN ER
MAGNA CARTA CELEBRATES 800 YEARS AND COUNTING
Professor Ann Lousin

Although the Republic of Armenia is a civil law country, it can
benefit from studying the history of
the common law legal systems. One
of the turning points in the history
of the common law is the issuance
of Magna Carta on June 15, 1215.
Two clauses in that document have
sounded like a trumpet through the
centuries: the clause promising justice according to the law of
the land or due process of law; and the clause agreeing that justice could not be sold, delayed, or denied. Civil law countries
should heed those two clauses, even in the twenty-first century.
Moreover, the most important legacy of the Magna Carta may
be its implication that power cannot reside totally in one person or institution. The principle of “shared governance” is
important everywhere today, including in Armenia.
Today is the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta, the agreement between King John and the nobility and clergy of England. On June 15, 1215, the king and approximately 55 nobles
and clergy met in a meadow called Runnymede near Staines
on the River Thames and executed a treaty.
John had the misfortune to succeed two more-talented relatives on the throne. He succeeded his older brother Richard, a
legendary warrior known as “the lion-hearted.” Richard had
succeeded their father, Henry II, the king who solidified the
Norman Conquest.
Like his forebears, John spent much time and treasure trying to defend his possessions on the continent in what is now
France. Like them, he wanted to use England to raise the
money and troops for his wars outside the realm. But after
decades of supporting continental wars, the English had had
enough and resisted John’s highhanded methods. At Runnymede, John agreed to make 61 promises to the nobility and
clergy.
In a narrow sense, the Magna Carta is the treaty between
those being taxed and the monarch. In a larger sense, it is the
acknowledgment that there were rights and liberties existing
before the Norman Conquest of 1066 and that the monarch
has to respect those rights and liberties. It has also become
something more, a statement that power is to be divided
among several people and institutions and that all people
and institutions must obey the l aw.
Of the 61 promises King John made that day, only three
remain in force in Britain. One guaranteed the “independence
of the church,” an issue that resurfaced during the Reformation of Henry VIII. Another guaranteed the “ancient liberties
of the City of London,” which is to some extent the basis of
municipal home-rule concepts throughout the common law
world, even Illinois.
The third extant promise is the most important to us. In
Clauses 39 and 40, the king made these sweeping promises,

breathtaking in their scope in 1215 and still resonating with us
today:
“No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of
his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of
his standing in any way, nor will we proceed with force against
him, or send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of
his equals or by the law of the land.”
“To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice.”
These two clauses go beyond those clearly intended to put
an end to John’s specific abuses, such as those regarding wardships, the inheritance rights of minors and “debts owed to Jewish moneylenders.” Those abuses of power were simply reflective of the time. Clauses 39 and 40, however, are broader and
have been a basis of rights in the common law world for eight
centuries.
As the American Revolution unfolded in the 1770s, the colonists cited the Magna Carta for their claim that there were ancient rights of Englishmen, rights referred to explicitly or implicitly in the Magna Carta. Not until 1776 did the colonists
make a more general claim that “all men are created equal” and
“endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.”
When the Constitutional Convention met in 1787, the members understood what the rights of Englishmen were. When
the first Congress proposed to flesh out those rights in 1789, it
updated the language of Clause 39 to guarantee “due process
of law.” The 14th Amendment repeated that guarantee 90 years
later.
American cases concerning the right to trial by jury often refer
to a “jury of one’s peers,” language taken directly from Clause
39. Some courts and bar association buildings have inscribed
the language of Clause 40 on their walls.
Perhaps the most profound effect of the Magna Carta has
been its implicit assumption that power cannot reside totally in
one person or even one institution.
Queen Elizabeth II, who speaks at the ceremonies at Runnymede today, knows she is not an absolute monarch. But the
British Parliament, elected by universal suffrage, does not hold
absolute power either. Nor do the British town and borough
councils and their mayors.
The same is true throughout the common law world. Neither
the president of the United States nor Congress has absolute
power. Neither does the governor of Illinois nor the Illinois General Assembly, nor the mayor of Chicago, nor the Chicago City
Council.
It is this principle of diffusion of power, or shared governance
under a rule of law, that we celebrate today. We owe that principle to some scruffy, angry nobles who brought a king to heel in
a riverside meadow 800 years ago.
This article was first published in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin
on June 15, 2015. ©2015 Law Bulletin Publishing Company. All
rights reserved with permission from Law Bulletin Publishing Company.
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L-R: Chairman Harry Dikranian, Former Chairman Harry S. Cherken, Jr., Denise Darmanian and Secretary
Vanna Kitsinian

RECORD CROWD ATTENDS ARMENBAR
SUMMER RECEPTION IN NEW YORK CITY
Thunderstorms were predicted. Constant rain was in the forecast.
Yet not a drop fell as a record-breaking crowd turned out on August 11,
2015 at the Gansevoort Park Avenue
Hotel for the annual summer sundeck
reception hosted by the Armenian Bar
Association.
In attendance were judges, attorneys, law students and Armenian Bar
Association supporters from throughout the country and Canada, including
New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigan and
California.
A spirit of camaraderie quickly filled
the air as acquaintances old and new
were made and renewed. Food and
drink flowed in abundance throughout
the evening. Particularly exciting was
the cadre of new faces eager to join in
and become part of the positive energy
that is the Armenian Bar Association.
Adding further to the magic of the

evening was the presence of the Armenian Bar Association’s esteemed Chairman, Harry Dikranian from Montreal,
Canada, Executive Board member Vanna Kitsinian of Los Angeles, California,
and past Chair Harry S. Cherken, Jr. of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
As organizers scrambled to make
the final arrangements for the evening,
they received the following words of
inspiration and encouragement from
the Chairman Ex-Officio, Armen K.
Hovannisian:
“Neither rain nor sleet nor hail nor
heat will keep you tonight from realizing the abundance of Armenian Bar
goodwill and enthusiasm which you
have elevated so splendidly in New
York. As you look long in all directions
from that scenic rooftop and reflect on
how lucky we all are, you should also
feel the returning breeze of our warmth
and appreciation. Best wishes for what
will certainly be an uplifting gathering.”

L-R: Judge Susan Kassapian and Co-Vice Chair Gary
Moomjian

L-R: Natalia Prokofyev, Ani Tingir, Yelena Archiyan

L-R: Souren Israelyan and Armen Jesralyan

L-R: Denise Darmanian, Co-Vice-Chairman Gary Moomjian and Yelena Nersesyan

20

Special thanks are extended to Gary
Moomjian, Yelena Nersesyan and Lucy
Varpetian for their hard work, dedicated effort and unwavering diligence
in organizing this event, to Mr. Moomjian and his corporate and securities
law firm, Moomjian, Waite & Coleman,
LLP, Jericho, New York, for so generously sponsoring the entire event, and
to Armen K. Hovannisian, whose kind
words of support, like the evening itself, danced with finesse.
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GENOCIDE DENIAL ON TRIAL
AND ON WORLD’S COMPUTER SCREENS
As was widely reported because of
the involvement of Ms. Amal Clooney,
on January 28, 2015, a hearing took
place in Sorbonne, France, before the
Grand Chamber of the European Court
of Human Rights.
The case involved Doğu Perinçek,
the leader of the left nationalist Turkish
Workers’ Party, who had been found
guilty of “denying the Armenian genocide for racist motives” in three speeches in Switzerland, contrary to Swiss
law.
The Turkish government intervened
in the case to support Perinçek even
though in 2008 the Istanbul Penal
Court had convicted him for having
been a member of ultra-nationalist Ergenekon group. In 2008, the Turkish
court held that Ergenekon was a secret
terrorist organization and Perinçek, as
a member of that group, was found
guilty of plotting against the government. Other members were again convicted in 2011.
Before the Grand Chamber, the Armenian government was, like Turkey,
considered a third party member-state
intervenor. As a result, it was allowed
to make oral representations. Widely
written about in the Armenian and foreign press, the Armenian government
was represented by British human
rights attorney Geoffrey Robertson QC
and his associate Ms. Amal Clooney.
The entire hearing is available at the
website of the Court:
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/
home.aspx?p=hearings&w=2751008_2
8012015&language=fr&c=&py=2015
Mr. Robertson’s representations begin immediately after the Armenian
government’s representative Gevork
Kostanyan at 1:30:15 and Ms. Clooney’s at 1:42:30. It is also accessible by
selecting intervenants in a scroll down
menu and selecting “Tiers Intervenant:
Arménie.”
Although somewhat colorful, the
Armenian government’s position was
cogently made and an overall positive
contribution to the debate.
It is worth noting, since it was not
part of oral argument, that there were
written submissions by a third party

non-state intervenor. This intervenor
was a coalition of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) initiated by the
Institute for Genocide and Human
Rights Studies (IAGS and Zoryan Institute).
After having pressured the Swiss
government to move the appeal to
the Grand Chamber, through a massive publicity campaign in Switzerland, with lobbying also by the Swiss
Armenian community, the IAGS’s efforts brought in both the Turkish Human Rights Association, the oldest and
largest human rights NGO in Turkey,
and the Truth Justice Memory Centre
(Hakikat Adalet Hafıza) in Istanbul.
According to McGill Law Professor
and international human rights lawyer
Payam Akhavan, who acted on behalf
of the intervening NGOs, the Turkish
government’s intervention “argues
desperately that only what Perinçek
did in Switzerland is relevant; that the
Court could somehow ignore who Perinçek really is and why he is on this
relentless campaign to deny the Armenian Genocide.”
As repeated during oral argument
and Professor Akhavan agrees: “Clearly, the case is not about whether international lawyers could dispute the

By Harry Dikranian

legal classification of those events as
genocide, and it would be a mistake to
go to Court and argue that it is a genocide as if that is the issue. The issue is
whether Perinçek has discriminatory
motives and (given his actions, associations and previous criminal conviction)
the answer to that question is rather
obvious.”
The case has been taken under advisement. The parties and the intervenors will be advised as soon as a judgment is rendered which is expected 6
months after the oral argument but
could take longer.
Harry Dikranian is a
Montreal commercial,
civil and human rights
lawyer practicing with
Sternthal Katznelson
Montigny. He has successfully challenged the application of
illegal provincial laws in Quebec and
Turkey. He is a graduate of Bachelor
of Civil and Common Law from the
McGill University’s Faculty of Law
and has served two terms as a member
of the Armenian Bar Association Board
of Governors, currently as Chair.

Meeting to discuss increased Armenian and Canadian Parliamentary cooperation
and the removal of barriers to facilitate trade between the two countries. Part of the
delegation (not pictured here) was also President of the Armenia Canada Parliamentary friendship group, MP Hovhannes Sahakyan. L-R: Aghvan Vartanyan, ARF-D
Secretary and MP, Armenian Bar Chair Harry Dikranian, Armenian National Assembly Speaker Galust Sahakyan, Armenian Bar member Vrouyr Makalian
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L-R: Armenian Bar’s Southern California Board and Leadership Contingent: Ara Babaian, Gerard Kassabian, Armen K. Hovannisian, Lara Kayayan, Judge Zaven
Sinanian, Saro Kerkonian, Edvin Minassian, Nigol Manoukian, Sara Bedirian, Garo Ghazarian, and Azniv Ksachikyan

ARMENIAN ATTORNEYS AND PHYSICIANS
PARTICIPATE IN LIFE100 ART EXHIBIT
In their continuing coordination of
professional and community activities,
members of the Armenian Bar Association and physicians from the Armenian
American Medical Society convened at
Brand Library & Art Center in Glendale, California, to view the landmark
art exhibition – life100 (http://www.
life100.org/) – commemorating the
100th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide. The event was very wellattended and for good reason. On display were paintings and sculptures created by more than 50 Armenian master
and contemporary artists, representing their shared heritage and unique
experiences from over 15 countries.
The master artists included notable
figures such as Arshile Gorky, John Altoon, Minas Avetisyan, Hagop Hagopian, Ervand Kochar, Leon Tutunjian
and Vartkes Soureniants. Some of the
contemporary artists included Seeroon
Yeretzian, Joanne Julian, Gegam Kach22

erian, Aram Saroyan, Ara Oshagan and
Vahe Berberian. The exhibit was nearly
encyclopedic in its representation of
past and present Armenian art.
The reception was particularly noteworthy because it was held on the
Monday immediately following Friday, April 24, 2015, where 160,000 people embarked upon a six-mile march in
Los Angeles, from Little Armenia to the
Turkish Embassy. This was the largest
protest in the history of Los Angeles,
and once again, Armenians and many
others proceeded in peaceful protest to
demand recognition of the Genocide,
stand in solidarity as a community, and
look to a bright future while honoring
an unforgettable past.
As stated in the press release for the
art show, “This landmark exhibition
celebrates the contribution of artists of
Armenian descent toward re-establishing cultural identity and building creative spirit for the future and highlight-

by Ara A. Babaian

ing resilience, strength and creativity in
the face of adversity.”
The exhibition and related programs
were conceived and curated by the
life100 Organizing Committee in coordination with the City of Glendale’s
Library, Arts & Culture Department
and the United Armenian Council for
the Commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide/LA. Additional programs
planned by Brand Library with the
support of the Brand Associates, including the REEL ART film screening of Sergei Parajanov’s The Color of
Pomegranates, the Fresno State New
Music Ensemble’s performance as part
of the Brand Associates Music Series
(co-sponsored by the Armenian General Benevolent Union), and a symposium organized by Carl Wilkens Fellow Tigranna Zakaryan. The works
in the show were loaned from private
collections and galleries in Southern
California.
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GETTY MUSEUM AND THE WESTERN PRELACY OF
THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
ANNOUNCE AGREEMENT IN ARMENIAN ART
RESTITUTION CASE

The J. Paul Getty Museum and the
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America announced
that they have resolved their dispute
over the ownership of eight illustrated
pages—called Canon Tables —from
the Zeyt’un Gospels, by T’oros Roslin
(Armenian, active 1256 - 1268), which
have been in the Getty’s collection
since 1994.
“This is a momentous occasion for
the Armenian people, coming at a historic time, on the 100th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide. I want to
thank the Getty for joining in a solution that recognizes the historical suffering of the Armenian people and that
will also allow this Armenian treasure
to remain in the museum which has
cared for it and made it available to the
Armenian and larger community in
Los Angeles. We are pleased that both
sides arrived at an amicable solution,”
said Lee Crawford Boyd, the Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck shareholder
representing the Western Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America. “The sacred Canon Tables are now
being recognized as having belonged
to the Armenian Church. Together with
the Church and the Armenian people,
we are thrilled with this outcome.”
The lawsuit was initiated by Vartkes
Yeghiayan, who has come to be viewed
as a pioneer in Genocide-related restitution efforts in United States and international jurisdictions. According to

Mr. Yeghiayan, establishing the provenance of this highly-treasured and
truly-historical material was a top priority which was achieved through the
informal resolution of the litigation.
Under the settlement, the Getty acknowledges the Armenian Apostolic
Church’s ownership of the eight 13th
Century manuscript pages. “That the
pages were saved from destruction
and conserved in a museum all these
years means that these irreplaceable
representations of Armenia’s rich artistic heritage have been and will be
preserved for future generations,” said
Timothy Potts, director of the J. Paul
Getty Museum.
The Zeyt’un Gospels, made in the
scriptorium at Hromklay for Catholicos Constantine I in 1256, are the earliest signed work of T’oros Roslin, the
most accomplished illuminator and
scribe in Armenia in the 1200s.
Canon tables provide a concordance of related passages that describe
the same events in more than one of
the four Gospels. By the early Middle
Ages, the columns of numbers were
usually assembled within painted architectural structures. Though Roslin
used this traditional format in all of his
pages, he varied the ornamental designs and naturalistic elements, imbuing each page with individuality and
vitality. In medieval Armenia, religious
books such as this one were believed to
serve as heavenly intercessors for those

involved in the books’ creation, patronage, or care. Gospel books are among
the most splendid of Armenian manuscripts.
The agreement acknowledges the
Church’s historical ownership of the
Canon Tables. Separately, in recognition of the Getty’s decades-long stewardship of the Canon Tables and its
deep understanding and appreciation
of Armenian art, the Church will donate the pages to the Getty Museum in
order to ensure their preservation and
widespread exhibition.
“We are happy that our ownership of
the pages has been recognized and the
Canon Tables are now returned to the
patrimony of the Armenian people,”
said Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America. “These precious leaves are
dear to Armenians everywhere, and
we are pleased to have achieved a resolution which continues to keep them
safe under the careful stewardship of
the Getty, where they will be made
available in perpetuity to the Armenian community, to scholars and to an
appreciative public.”
“This is a creative and mutually beneficial solution that recognizes the importance of preserving such works for
devotion, study, and enjoyment, while
also acknowledging the tragic circumstances under which the pages were
removed from the Zeyt’un Gospels,”
said Potts. “We are honored by the
Church’s decision to donate the Canon
Tables to the Getty Museum, allowing
us to continue to care for the leaves and
to make them available for research,
study and exhibition. This is a gift to
all the people of Los Angeles and the
millions of visitors who come to our
museum every year.”
Southern California is home to the
largest Armenian community in the
world outside of Armenia.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

continued from page 1

for their contributions to this
issue. Kathy Ossian contributed
photos not only
for this issue, but
for subsequent
issues as well,
Co-Editor Lucy Varpetian and for the newly
added “photo” tab on the Association’s
website. We also began a new section
to focus on the work of a different Association committee in each issue,
to allow our members to learn more
about the work of the committees and
generate greater participation in them.
Robert Cannuscio’s keen eye helped
the editorial staff with the final review.
Hrant Simonian’s (Vicken I. Simonian’s
father) and the late Vartkes Sinanian’s
(Judge Zaven Sinanian’s father) decades of true editorial experience assisted us with the Armenian text.
The Fall issue brought us a remarkable article entitled “Black Robes and
Why They Matter.” This was a tremendous effort on the part of a number of our members who interviewed
each of the judges serving in the federal sector. The interviews proceeded
with the following interviewee/interviewer pairings, Judge Larry Burns
with Vanna Kitsinian, Judge Claire
Cecchi with Scott A. Ohnegian, Judge
Jacqueline Chooljian with Saro Kerkonian and Lucy Varpetian, Judge Amy
Hoogasian with Haig Baghdassarian,
and Judge Dickran Tevrizian with Tina
Odjaghian. All of the interviews were
edited and the Foreword was written
by Karnig Kerkonian. This article was
reprinted by a number of Armenian
publications.
The Association partnered with the
Japanese American Bar Association
and spent a day in Manzanar, a WWII
relocation center where American citizens of Japanese descent were forcibly
moved. Steve Yoda, the President of
JABA, captured the emotion of the day
in his very moving article. Past Chair
Ann Lousin paid a tribute to Francis
Scott Key who wrote the Star Spangled
Banner. Edvin Minassian reported
on the many activities of Fethiye Cetin. Law students contributed articles
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to highlight the excellent work being
done at Southwestern University and
Loyola Law School. Garo K. Hovannisian was instrumental in assisting the
editorial staff with this issue.
The Winter supplement was published for the principal purpose of
sharing legal perspectives about the
mass murder in Gyumri, Armenia,
where a Russian soldier killed a family of seven. This column was another
first for the Newsletter Committee and
it was in an effort to foster a better understanding of the rule of law in Armenia and continue to build bridges. We
thank Garen Nazarian for answering
our call, and becoming a regular contributor to this column.
The Winter issue was the Association’s Armenian Genocide Centennial Commemorative issue. Armen K.
Hovannisian, in the Chairman’s Message, invited us to take on perhaps a
bigger challenge in the second century
after the Genocide: to look inward for
redemption. This challenge was furthered in the article by Karnig Kerkonian, “April 25, 2015, The Morning
After.” We introduced another first in
this issue, which was reporting on the
status of litigation relating to Genocide
claims, sharing in greater detail the fate

of the Zeytun Gospels. Vache Thomassian wrote about Genocide reparations
presentation made by the leadership of
the Association at the California State
University Northridge. Harry Dikranian discussed Genocide denial before
the Grand Chamber of European Court
of Human Rights. Peter Hosharian’s
creativity came through yet again in
his contribution to the Creative Corner.
Each issue also covered the many activities of the Association around the
world and reported on the successes
of our members. We found Melineh
Blackwell Verma on Embassy Row in
New Delhi, India, Sarah Leah Whitson
in Istanbul, Turkey, and Nick Koumjian
in Cambodia.
We hope this report highlights the
tremendous work done by more than
thirty of the Association’s members,
contributing their talents as writers,
reporters and editors, without whose
assistance the Newsletter would not
nearly enjoy the versatility and volume
that it has in the past year. We especially thank Stepan Partamian for his significant and kind voluntary efforts in
the preparation and production of the
Newsletter. We encourage more of our
members to participate in the Newsletter Committee.
Submitted by Saro Kerkonian and
Lucy Varpetian

A San Francisco Treat: On September 25, 2015, Armenian Bar Lifetime Honorary
Member, California Supreme Court Justice Marvin R. Baxter, stepped into the spotlight and onto the center stage of the elegant St. Francis Hotel to accept the Alumnus
of the Year Award from U.C. Hastings College of Law. Always humble and forever
gracious, Justice Baxter and his wife, Jane, welcomed the Armenian Bar contingent
with open arms and warm hearts. L-R: Saro Kerkonian, Professor/Attorney Bruce
Janigian, Lucy Varpetian, Justice Baxter, Mrs. Jane Baxter, California Court of Appeal
Justice Chuck Poochigian, Fresno County Supervisor Debbie Poochigian, and Armen
K. Hovannisian
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Chair Harry Dikranian attended a private luncheon at the University Club in Montreal, with Minister of National Defense,
the Honorable Jason Kenney and members of the Quebec Bar on May 15, 2015.
During the meeting, hosted by the law firm of Mitchell Gattuso, Dikranian not only thanked Minister Kenney for his instrumental role in commemorating the Armenian Genocide on the April 24 Centennial anniversary but also raised issues of concern
to Canadian-Armenians.
Minister Kenney was well aware of the importance of continued Canadian government assistance for Christian refugees from
Syria. Dikranian raised the specter of human rights violations by Azerbaijan relating to Nagorno-Karabagh and continued
incursions by Azeri troops. Dikranian also discussed increasing ties between Canada and Armenia by establishing a CanadaArmenia trade agreement in the short term.

REFLECTIONS ON CONVERSATIONS WITH JUDGE SAMUEL DER-YEGHIAYAN
continued from page 11

governors and statesmen are true,
meaningful stories of a professional
and personal life lived purposefully.
His father’s letter, clairvoyant indeed.

The Armenian Spirit
And how could it not be? This year,
the world is awakening to an illuminating flame, a most puzzling, century-old
perseverance—one that has traversed
scorching desert and bloody river; that
has seen its children slave, orphan and
refugee; that has sown wheat from
rock and philanthropy from poverty;
that has unveiled Christianity from
Soviet atheism and unearthed its
mother tongue in the church pews of
Dikranagerd. We must remember that
that flame—the words in that very letter to the Judge from his father—is our
hayotz voki; it is our Armenian ethos. It
is what made an Armenian-American
from Fresno the first foreign minister of
the Republic of Armenia and its most

popular presidential candidate of the
last election; it is what made an Armenian-American anthropology Ph.D.
from U.C. Berkeley the most celebrated
military leader of the Karabagh war;
and it is what made an immigrant soccer player from war-ravaged Beirut
into a United States federal district
court judge. Our voki has been and
remains, undoubtedly, our most formidable force for good.
On April 24, 2015, Judge Samuel DerYeghiayan voiced that Armenian voki,
at once personal and transcending,
in his federal courtroom in honor of
those who passed that voki to him, of
those that passed the Armenian ethos
to us. In doing so, he reminded us all
that we, as Armenians, are both a beacon of man’s humanity and a witness
to man’s inhumanity—and that we, as
Americans, are vested with the conviction and courage to always seek to
champion the former . . . and to obliterate the latter.

Karnig Kerkonian,
of Chicago, Illinois,
is a distinguished
graduate
magna
cum laude of Harvard University who
holds two law degrees—a Doctorate in Law from the University of
Chicago and a post-doctoral Diploma in International Law from Cambridge University, England. Since
1999, Karnig has represented numerous U.S. companies and multinational entities in transactional
matters as well as complex business litigation matters. He is well
recognized for his work in international law, both public and private,
and has been tapped as specialized
counsel in cross-border matters as
well as a leading speaker before
law associations on various international legal issues.
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2015 – 2016 BOARD MEMBERS AND LIFETIME HONORARY MEMBERS

M E M B E R S H I P A P P L I C AT I O N

Vicken I. Simonian†
Chairman Emeritus

Name _____________________________________

Executive Committee
Harry Dikranian
Chairman
Montreal, Quebec
hd@skm.ca
Saro K. Kerkonian
Co-Vice Chair
Glendale, CA
skerkonian@aol.com
Gary T. Moomjian
Co-Vice Chair
Jericho, NY
gmoomjian@mwwcllp.com
Kathryn Ossian
Co-Vice Chair
Detroit, MI
kathy@ossianlaw.com

Christine Engustian
East Providence, RI
cjengustian@gmail.com
Garo B. Ghazarian
gbglaw@sbcglobal.net
Karnig Kerkonian
Evanston, IL
kkerkonian@kerkonian.com
Edvin E. Minassian
Glendale, CA
edvinminas@aol.com
Tina B. Odjaghian
Woodland Hills, CA
tina@odjaghianlaw.com
Scott A. Ohnegian
Morristown, NJ
sohnegian@riker.com

Gerard V. Kassabian
Treasurer
Beverly Hills, CA
Gerard@KassabianLaw.com

Advisory Board
Honorable Larry A. Burns
San Diego, CA

Vanna Kitsinian
Secretary
Los Angeles, CA
vanna.kitsinian@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Lisa Boyadjian
Los Angeles, CA
lisa@armenianbar.com

Armen K. Hovannisian
Chair Ex-Officio
Los Angeles, CA
akhova@aol.com
Members at Large
Raymond O. Aghaian
Los Angeles, CA
raghaian@ktslaw.com
Michael Amerian
Van Nuys, CA
Michael@michaelamerian.
com
Ara A. Babaian
Beverly Hills, CA
ara@encorelaw.com
Sara Bedirian
Glendale, CA
SaraBedirian@BedirianLaw
Firm.com
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Honorable Dickran Tevrizian
Los Angeles, CA

Honorary Members
Hon. Alice E. Altoon
Hon. Armand Arabian
David M. Balabanian
Hon. Marvin R. Baxter
Hon. Larry A. Burns
Gerard L. Cafesjian†
Hon. Samuel Der-Yeghiayan
Hon. George Deukmejian
Hon. Jack Hoogasian†
Raffi K. Hovannisian
Norma Karaian†
Hon. George Keverian†
Carolyn G. Mugar
Hon. Frank Pallone, Jr.
Hon. Charles Poochigian
Hon. Aram Serverian
Hon. Dickran Tevrizian
Vartkes Yeghiayan
John Yervant †
† deceased

Firm or
Organization _______________________________
Address ___________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
Email _____________________________________
Law School ________________________________
Year of Graduation ___________________________
Admitted to Bar
(Jurisdiction/Year) ___________________________
Areas of Practice ____________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Interest in Committees:
h Armenia Programs
h Armenian Rights Watch
h CLE
h Grants
h Membership
h Newsletter
h Pro Bono
h Social Media
Enclosed please find my check for:
h $1,000 Annual Sponsor
h $125 Annual Membership Dues
h (Free) First-Year Admittees and Law Students
h Other ___________________________________
__________________________________________
Signature				Date
Please print this application and mail it with your
check to:

Armenian Bar Association
P.O. Box 29111
Los Angeles, CA 90029

www.ArmenianBar.com
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ARMENIAN BAR
SHINES BRIGHT
continued from page 13

our members and community. We are
proud to have delivered a memorable
array of events and activities which
enlightened our members, recognized
those who have given their all for their
professions and the Armenian Cause
and an opportunity for those who attended to enjoy professional networking in beautiful Beverly Hills, California. We look forward to building on
this momentum in the coming year,”
said Harry Dikranian, newly-elected
Chairman of the Armenian Bar Association.

Second from the left, secretary Vanna Kitsinian, with past Chairpersons, L-R: Zaven Sinanian, Ann Lousin,
Armen Hovannisian, Edvin Minassian, Gary Moomjian, Sonya Nersessian, ABA founder Raffi Hovannisian,
Garo Ghazarian and treasurer Gerard Kassabian

CHAIRPERSONS OF THE ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Harry Dikranian
Montreal, Canada
2015-Present

Robert Roomian
Fairfax Station, VA
2004-2005

Armen K. Hovannisian
Los Angeles, CA
1990-1991, 1994-1995, 2014-2015

Robert Cannuscio
Philadelphia, PA
2003-2004

Garo Ghazarian
Encino, CA
2012-2014

Ara Tramblian
Arlington, VA
2002-2003

Edvin Minassian
Glendale, CA
2010-2012

Honorable Zaven V. Sinanian
Los Angeles, CA
2002

Sonya Nercessian
Dedham, MA
2008-2010

Lisa Esayian
Chicago, IL
2001-2002

Frank Zerunyan
Rolling Hills Estates, CA
2006-2008

Harry S. Cherken, Jr.
Philadelphia, PA
2000-2001

Gary Moomjian
New York, NY
2005-2006

Vicken I. Simonian
Pasadena, CA
1999-2000

Tamar Hajian
Boston, MA
1992-1993, 1998-1999
Professor Ann Lousin
Chicago, IL
1995-1998
Thomas Samuelian
Washington, D.C.
1993-1994
James Derian
Detroit, MI
1991-1992
David Balabanian
San Francisco, CA
1989-1990
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AI MS A N D ST RU C T U R E
The Armenian Bar Association is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization,
formed in 1989 to enable attorneys of
Armenian heritage to better serve the
law, the legal profession, and the Armenian community.
The Association provides pro bono
services and legal education in Armenian communities across the country and
sponsors programs to promote democracy and the rule of law in the Republic
of Armenia.
Coming together socially and professionally, members from around the
world have the opportunity to learn
from one another as they join their different backgrounds and experiences in
Association activities.
The Association is a democratic organization. It is supported and directed by
its members, who approve its bylaws,
elect its Board of Governors, nominate
prominent jurists as honorary members, and set the Association’s annual
goals and policies.
The Armenian Bar Association is committed to serving the profession of law,
addressing the legal concerns of the
Armenian community and fostering respect for human and civil rights.

ACTIVITIES AND BENEFITS
Some of the Association’s operations
include:
• Worldwide network of attorneys
• Continuing legal education seminars &
workshops
• Pro bono program
• Rule of law projects in the Republic of
Armenia
• Armenian Rights Watch
• Annual and mid-year national
meetings
• The Newsletter
• Membership directory
• Amicus curiae submission on issues of
interest
• Topical and regional practice groups
• Cooperation with other bar associations and lawyers’ societies

COMMITTED TO SERVE
The Newsletter is published periodically by the Armenian Bar Association. Members and friends of the Association receive a subscription to the Newsletter as part of their membership. Opinions expressed in the Newsletter are those of the
authors of the articles and/or the editors of the Newsletter and do not necessarily represent the views of the Armenian
Bar Association.
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