
ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION’S 2018 MID-YEAR MEETING 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018 

Columbia Law School, New York City  

THE STARTUP REVOLUTION  

WHAT ARE YOUR RIGHTS AND HOW TO PROTECT THEM 

This year’s Armenian Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting will feature a groundbreaking CLE 
program on October 13th, 2018 entitled, “The StartUp Revolution: What Are Your Rights and 
How to Protect Them”. It will bring together leaders in the field of intellectual property law, 
technology and government from the United States, Armenia, Russia and Australia to share their 
knowledge and expertise with the startup ecosystems of Armenia and beyond. The program will 
be streamed live to Armenia and the World and will be submitted for accreditation. 
 

PANEL 

2:00 P.M. – 3:10 P.M.  

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACING STARTUPS IN ARMENIA 

 

Topics to be covered:  

 Commercialization of intellectual property  
 Raising capital for startups  
 Initial public offerings, initial coin offerings, crowdfunding, etc. 
 Current ecosystem of IT startups in Armenia 
 Marketing and entry into market  
 Global reach of Armenian startups  
 Mergers and acquisitions  
 Success stories  
 Emerging opportunities  
 Challenges ahead  
 New frontiers  

 
Panel Moderator: Emma Arakelyan – Orion Worldwide Innovations, LLC – New York City  

Panel Members:  

1. Grigor Hovhannissian, Ambassador of Armenia to the United States 
2. Karén Gyulbudaghyan –Strategic Value Ventures – San Francisco  
3. Armen Margarian – AppearMe – California/Texas/Nevada/Yerevan 
4. Brian G. Barnier – ValueBridge Advisors – New York City  
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Brief BIOs 
 

Proposed Questions 
 

 
Emma Arakelyan, Panel Moderator 
CEO and Co-Founder Orion Worldwide Innovations, LLC 
 

 Emma is a management consulting executive, author, speaker, 
entrepreneur, philanthropist, coach and professor.   

 Emma brings more than 20 years of experience in leadership 
across business strategy, IT Architecture & Transformation, 
M&A, governance and compliance credentialed by global 
professional services and technology companies as Partner at EY 
(Ernst & Young) and Managing Director at Accenture. 

 Emma has first-hand experience in business transformation and 
technology solutions implementation for Fortune 500 companies. 
She is currently driving emerging technologies and innovation by 
accelerating startups and entrepreneurs go-to-market strategies and 
execution. 

 Emma is the CEO and Co-Founder for Orion Worldwide 
Innovations, LLC offering IP Management & Acquisition 
solutions to the innovators and investors market globally.  

 Emma operates her multimedia company Open Mind Productions, 
LLC.  

 She is an adjunct professor at New York University and is also a 
mentor at the Singularity University.  

 
 

 

- 
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Grigor Hovhannissian, Hon. Armenia Ambassador to the U.S. 
 

 Ambassador of Armenia to the United States since January, 2016 
 Joined the Armenian Diplomatic service in 2009 as the Armenian 

Consul General in Los Angeles, then served as the Ambassador of 
Armenia to Mexico in 2014-2016. 

 Supervised the Shushi Revival project in Nagorno-Karabakh in 
2006-2009. 

 Served 20 years in various missions of the United Nations around 
the world. He was a UNESCO Team Leader and emergency 
Planner, Middle East Peace Process in Jerusalem and UN Field 
Coordinator in Palestinian territories. 

 Received his Master of Arts degree from The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Boston, MA in 2001 

 Diplomatic Rank 
  

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
 Languages 

English, French, Arabic, Russian, Spanish 
 

1. Let talk about emerging 
opportunities for Armenian 
innovation? Why the 
Embassy initiated it last year 
and how did Embassy 
engage startups ecosystem?  
 

2.What challenges would the 
Global Armenian Innovation 
Hub program you initiated 
and supported solve? 

 
 
3. What role Armenian Bar 

Association can play to drive 
innovation and progress? 

 
 

 
Armen Margarian 
Co-Founder and CEO at AppearMe 
 
Armen Margarian, Esq 

      Entrepreneur, CEO and Co-Founder at AppearMe, Inc. 

      Senior attorney and general manager at the Margarian Law 
Firm                            

1. You have been doing 
business in Armenia for a 
decade and what would 
you tell us about the 
journey you as a startup? 
 

2. What are some of the 
major challenges for tech 
startups in Armenia? 

 
 
3.  Share your perspective on 

what are the opportunities 
to grow your startup in 
Armenia? 
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      AppearMe – California based startup for attorneys only (now 
available in CA, NY, TX and NV). Seed stage funding with 
current $10M valuation. 

      Doing business in Armenia since 2008. (Currently has 2 
startups with over 60 employees in Armenia for AppearMe alone.) 

      Holds degrees from the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts 
and Sciences (BS), USC Marshall School of Business (MBA), 
UWLA(JD). 
  
      Former board member of the Armenian American Chamber of 
Commerce, President of the USC AGSA and AAA. 

 
 

 
Karen Gyulbudaghyan,  
Founding Partner of Strategic Value Ventures (San Francisco) 
 

 Angel investor, entrepreneur, strategic advisor and ambassador for 
early-stage companies.  

 Karén brings 25 years of experience in high-tech, Big4 consulting, 
government and startups. Over the years he secured over $1B in 
benefits for his clients and stakeholders. 

 Karén mentors founders. His portfolio includes tech startups in AI, 
blockchain, fintech and Big Data (e.g. 2Hz.ai, IndexBoard and 
BIGcontrols) 

 Founding co-leader of Armenian Global Acceleration and 
Innovation Hub.   

 In his unique role at Yahoo!, Karén built strategic partnerships 
with domestic and global economic development authorities, He 
led datacenter strategy effort.  

 Global Strategic Partner and a key advisor at the University of 
California Berkeley’s SkyDeck global premier startup accelerator.  

 Karén has diverse educational background from Stanford (USA), 
Moscow State University in Russia and Yerevan State University 
of Armenia.  

 He is a speaker at global conferences.

1.You have working with 
startup ecosystem more for 
than a decade. Which are the 
challenges you have 
observed?  
 
 

2.Tell us about the 
opportunities that the Global 
Innovation Hub will bring in 
intellectual property 
management?  

 
 
3.What are the first key steps 

that are being taken to the 
hub as the entryway for 
Armenian and non-Armenian 
tech startups to the business 
and investment ecosystem in 
the US? 
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Brian Barnier 

Director/Head of Analytics at ValueBridge Advisors 
 

 Specialized in strategy, product management and business-IT 
management. He helps investment funds and companies, including 
law firms, to grow. 

 
 Led teams to nine patents while at Lucent and Ameritech. 
 Analyzes economics of exponential technology and mentors at 

Singularity University.  
 Founding editor of Feddashboard.com.  
 He is the author of The Operational Risk Handbook (Harriman 

House, Great Britain) and over 100 articles.  
 He has been interviewed and writes for NYSE, NASDAQ 

MarketSite, The Street, Wall Street Journal and Financial Times 
publications, CNBC, Bloomberg Brief and more. 

 He is a strategic advisor and mentor to dozens of companies, 
innovation hubs: US, Germany, Lithuania, Japan to name a few. 

1.You are involved in multiple 
countries innovation hubs 
and startup programs 
sponsored by embassies. 
How are lawyers’ networks 
and bar associations 
involved in boards, 
committees and programs?  
 

2.You had a chance to visit 
Armenia just two months 
ago to be mentor and judge 
at the Seaside Startup 
Summit international event. 
What would you say about 
the ecosystem of IT startups 
in Armenia?  
 

 
3.There is a known problem 

that exists and not much is 
being covered: using IP from 
other sources without 
realizing what startup 
programmers are doing. How 
much of that problem you 
have noticed and what is 
being done to prevent or 
resolve it globally? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Last question is the same for 
each panelist 

 
How can individuals, law 
firms, and Bar association 
get involved to use this 
opportunity? 

 

 



BRIAN BARNIER
Director/Head of Analytics

ValueBridge Advisors

KAREN GYULBUDAGHYAN

Strategic Value Ventures
Founding Partner

ARMEN MARGARIAN

Co-Founder and CEO at AppearMe
Senior Attorney, Margarian Law Firm                                                                              

HON. GRIGOR HOVHANNISSIAN

Armenia Ambassador 
to the United States of America

EMMA ARAKELYAN

MODERATOR
CEO & Co-Founder 

Orion Worldwide Innovations, LLC

PANEL DISCUSSION:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

FACING STARTUPS IN ARMENIA
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