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Message from the Chapter Co-Chairs: Gary Moomjian and Denise Darmanian  

 February marked the two year anniversary of the NY/NJ/CT Chapter of the Armenian Bar Association.  

What a two years it has been!  The Board of the Chapter now stands at 14 strong.  Highlights include our 

highly successful Public Servants Dinner held at the Yale Club in April 2018, a sell-out with over 250 at-

tendees, the continuation of our traditional annual Holiday Reception and the successful holding of the Arme-

nian Bar Association CLE-accredited Mid-Year Meeting in October 2018.  Our summer rooftop tradition 

continued with a sold-out event held jointly with the Armenian health care and engineers professional groups.  

In services to our community, there have been a number of young attorneys who have found gainful employ-

ment through our members.  Through the national mentorship program, several of us are mentoring local Ar-

menian law students.  As an outgrowth of the aforementioned Mid-Year Meeting, an IP/IT Committee was 

formed, co-chaired by Denise Darmanian, which is already actively pursuing fundamental and dynamic 

change in the IP/IT sector in Armenia through the inputs of seasoned practitioners around the world mobi-

lized with colleagues in Armenia to catapult this burgeoning sector to its highest realizable potential.  

 Next on our list is the upcoming Second Annual Public Servants Dinner to be held at the Yale Club on 

April 25, 2019.  Honorees are the Honorable Rod J. Rosenstein, Deputy Attorney General, United States De-

partment of Justice, and the Honorable Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator & Counsel, NYS Commission 

on Judicial Conduct.  We again expect many judges and government lawyers to be in attendance. 

 

 The goal in setting up our Chapter was to provide a foundation for local Armenian attorneys to “get in-

volved.”  In fact this structure has blessed us with above-and-beyond contributions of many of our colleagues.  

We hope that you are enjoying the ride and will be on board for years to come.  Our best wishes. 
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The NY/NJ/CT Chapter was proud to host the Armenian Bar Association’s mid-year meeting in 

New York. City. From October 12th to October 13th, national and international members of the Ar-

menian Bar Association convened in Manhattan for an educational and entertaining weekend.  To 

begin the weekend, members met on Friday at the Metropolitan Museum Art for the “Armenia!” 

exhibit which marked the first major exhibition to display the “artistic and cultural achievements of 

the Armenian people…” Our chapter successfully negotiated an incredibly insightful private lecture 

and tour of the exhibition.  Following the Met, guests enjoyed an evening of networking at the 

Liederkranz Foundation  on the upper-east side.  

Mid-Year Meeting Re-Cap 

East Meets West at the Liederkranz Foundation 
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On October 13th, the Armenian Bar Association proc-

tored the groundbreaking CLE, “The StartUp Revolu-

tion: What Are Your Rights and How to Protect Them.” 

The CLE was held live at Columbia University and 

streamed in real-time to those viewing from Armenia. 

The program brought together some of the top minds in 

the field of intellectual property law from throughout the 

United States. 

Back to School at Columbia University 

All Star Panel: (L-R) Denise Darmanian (New York), Raffi Zerounian (Los Angeles), Mark 

Kachigian (Tulsa),  Tiran Parsamyan (Moscow), Lana Akopyan ( New York) 

 
Res Ipsa Loquitur  
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2019 Armenian Bar Association 

          Holiday Party! 

On January 4, 2019, the NY/NJ/CT Chapter of 

the ArmenBar held its annual Christmas party. 

Following up on the success of the Mid-Year 

Meeting, the ArmenBar hosted a special recep-

tion timed with the ending of the Armenia! Ex-

hibition that was held at the Metropolitan Mu-

seum of Art. Later in the evening, members 

came together at the Liederkranz Foundation to 

enjoy beverages and hors d’oeuvres. 

Top: Gary Moomjian Holds Court 

Bottom: Dr. Helen Evans Shines  Shnorhavor Nor Dari Yev Sourp Dznunt 
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New York, New York! Chapter Champions  

Denise Darmanian ties a bow 

with her words of welcome Starry, Starry Night 
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NOW SOLD OUT!  

Registration for Waiting List Only 
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Natalie is an Associate in the matrimonial/family law practice group at 

Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C., a general practice law firm 

with offices in Northern New Jersey and Westchester County, New York.  

She concentrates her practice in every aspect of family law, including di-

vorce and post-judgment issues, non-dissolution, domestic violence, and 

prenuptial agreements. In 2018-2019, Natalie was selected as a “Rising 

Star” in Family Law by New Jersey’s Super Lawyers.  

Prior to becoming an Associate, Natalie served as the Judicial Law Clerk 

to the Hon. Peter J. Melchionne, P.J.F.P., the Presiding Judge of the Fami-

ly Part of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County. She received 

her J.D., cum laude, from New York Law School, where she also served as 

a Notes and Comments Editor for the New York Law School Law Review. 

Natalie received her B.A. in Political Science with a minor in English from 

the College of New Jersey. 

In her spare time, Natalie enjoys playing tennis, baking, and spending time 

with family and friends. Although she enjoys Manhattan, she loves travel-

ing and exploring new places, both near and far, with her husband.  

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

The Armenian Bar    

Association invites 

your participation in 

the following      com-

mittees: 

Genocide Reparations 

Rights Watch 

Continuing Legal Edu-

cation 

Development/

Fundraising 

Grants & Scholarship 

Membership Develop-

ment 

Newsletter 

Pro Bono 

Social Media 

Student Affairs 

The contact infor-

mation for joining can 

be     accessed 

through the hyperlink: 

https://

armenianbar.org/

committees/ 

ArmenBar Rising Star Profile 

Natalie N. Diratsouian 

Natalie N. Diratsouian 

https://armenianbar.org/committees/
https://armenianbar.org/committees/
https://armenianbar.org/committees/


8  

 
           

Meet the Chapter Chairs and Vice-Chairs 

Denise Darmanian, Co-Chair - Gallo & Darmanian, Esqs., Partner  

Gary Moomjian, Co-Chair - Moomjian, Waite & Coleman, LLP, Partner 

Souren Israelyan, Vice-Chair - Law Office of Souren Israelyan, Principal 

Scott Ohnegian, Vice-Chair - Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland Perretti, Partner 

The Chapter Board 

John Halebian 

Talar Hashasian 

Claire Kedeshian 

Malvina Mardirosyan 

Armen Morian 

Yelena Nersesyan 

Grant Petrosyan 

Ruben Stepanian 

Steve Gokberk 

Nanor Terjanian 

Visit us on the web for more information and to become a member 

https://armenianbar.org/ 

Contact Us 

E-mail us for more information regarding the Armenian Bar    Association. Also, 

contact us if you are interested in contributing to the East Coast Post. 

ArmenBar Chairman: Gerard V. Kassabian gerard@kassabianlaw.com 

ArmenBar Newsletter Editor-In-Chief: Armen K. Hovannisian akhova@aol.com 

ArmenBar Newsletter Assistant Editor: Lucy Varpetian lvarpetian@yahoo.com 

East Coast Post Editor: Steve Gokberk SGokberk@sskblaw.com 

info@armenianbar.org  
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