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NY-NJ-CT Chapter Hosts Law Students Reception
By Grant Petrosyan

On the evening of May 3, 2019, the NY-NJ-CT Chapter of the Armenian Bar Association held its first Law Students
Reception at the New York office of Constantine Cannon LLP.
The law students in attendance are currently enrolled in several local law schools including New York Law School, Fordham, Columbia, and Cardozo. The objective of the evening was to provide an intimate setting for law students to meet and mingle
with attorneys, ask questions, seek guidance, and learn more about the activities of the Armenian Bar Association.
Many of the members of the NY-NJ-CT Chapter Board attended the reception and offered helpful and practical advice to
the students. The focus of the discussions ranged from law school exams to career development to community involvement. The
evening also featured a guest speaker, Aleksan Giragosian, from Los Angeles, who connected via video-conference. Aleksan, who
is the Co-Chair of the Student Affairs Committee, discussed the various initiatives the committee is working on to further assist
Armenian-American law students around the country.
Given the positive response from the students and attorneys in attendance, the NY-NJ-CT Chapter plans to make this an
annual event and looks forward to hosting the next one in 2020.

Grant Petrosyan is an associate at the New York office of Constantine Cannon LLP and is
Co-Chair of the Young Lawyers Committee of the Armenian Bar Association

Armenian Bar Association Honors Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein and
Administrator and Counsel to the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct
Robert Tembeckjian
New York—On the evening of April 25, 2019, the Armenian Bar Association’s New York/New Jersey/
Connecticut Chapter hosted its second annual Public Servants Dinner at the elegant Yale Club of New
York City, where very special guests United States Deputy Attorney General, the Honorable Rod J.
Rosenstein and Administrator and Counsel for the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct,
Robert H. Tembeckjian, were honored as Public Servants of the Year.

EVENT PHOTO GALLERY

Cocktail Hour at the Yale Club
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Public Servants Ceremony architect, Souren A. Israelyan, and
board member Steve Gokberk

NY Judicial Conduct Commission Leader Robert Tembeckjian Receives Award from Chairman Gerard V. Kassabian and Treasurer
Saro K. Kerkonian

Rod J. Rosenstein Delivers Remarks at the Armenian Bar Association’s Public Servants
Dinner
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Armenian Bar Association Co-Sponsors the Annual Armenian
Genocide Commemoration in Times Square
By Taleen Babayan
NEW YORK – Not even the hovering grey clouds could dampen the spirit of the thousands gathered for the Armenian Genocide Commemoration in Times Square on Sunday, April 28, 2019, as the 104th anniversary of the
massacres was memorialized in a monumental event sponsored by the Knights and Daughters of Vartan.
Relentless calls for recognition were made throughout the afternoon as speakers, guests and the general public
paid homage to the holy martyrs of the Armenian Genocide. Over a century later, the vigor of the Armenian people was on full display as the program culminated in a symbolic shoorch bar [circle dance] inspired by the powerful singing of Elie Berberian as he performed the popular patriotic song “Kedashen” amid the backdrop of the
city’s skyscrapers and the buzzing motion of Times Square, one of the busiest and iconic districts in the world.
While Armenian songs, dances and voices echoed throughout New York and into the world, top U.S. elected officials stood their ground in their unwavering support of Armenian Genocide recognition. Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), who appears at the commemoration year after year without fail, conveyed his fondness
for the “wonderful and compassionate Armenian people” and appreciated their presence in the country, stating
that “the more Armenians we have in America, the better America will be.”
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A child lays a carnation at a model of Yerevan’s Armenian Genocide memorial,
Tsitsenagapert

Following a moment of silence for the victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide and their descendants, the senior senator urged the public
to “call out evil.”
“A genocide that is not properly defined and remembered will certainly lead to another,” said Senator Schumer, who touched upon the
Holocaust that succeeded the Armenian Genocide. “We have a moral obligation to always remember one of the most evil undertakings in
the history of mankind, and that is the horrible Medz Yeghern.”
Turning to legislation in the United States, Senator Schumer expressed his disappointment that the leaders in the White House, both Republicans and Democrats, have not stepped up to officially acknowledge the Armenian Genocide. He said he refuses to accept the excuse
of politics and emphasized that in the face of denial, people should “stand together and remember the genocide, the 1.5 million victims
and what the Armenians went through.”
He made the salient point that the Turkish government did not succeed in its plans to exterminate the Armenian people, noting that now
1.5 million people of Armenian ancestry live in America.
“The Armenian nation has not just endured but it has prevailed,” said Senator Schumer, who is a co-sponsor of Senate Resolution 150 that
calls for the U.S. to commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official recognition and remembrance. “The three pashas are gone, the
Ottoman Empire is gone, but the Armenian people live on and continue to inspire the world.”
A tireless advocate for the Armenians, senior Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) who earlier this month admonished U.S. Ambassador to
Turkey nominee David Satterfield for failing to refer to the 1915 atrocities as Genocide, stated that everyone has “come together in remembrance, in reflection and in solidarity.”
The ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, who along with Senator Ted Cruz (R-T.X.) recently sponsored Senate
Resolution 150, is ensuring that the foreign policy of the U.S. “reflects appropriate understanding and sensitivity concerning the Armenian Genocide.”
Countering the denialist history, Senator Menendez stated that the Turkish authorities began a systematic campaign to exterminate the
Armenian population through “killings, starvation, forced deportation and untold brutality” and remarked that “such intentional horrific
violence targeted towards one people has a name and one name only and that name is genocide.”
He acknowledged the 1.5 million victims who perished and also appreciated their contributions to the Armenian history and culture that
“lives on today and there can be no denying them.”
Taking a stand “in support of the unshakable truth,” Senator Menendez outlined how the Turkish government has spent “countless millions of dollars on lobbyists willing to trumpet lies and make excuses for the atrocities that its predecessors committed.”
“Portraying the extermination of 1.5 million Armenians as nothing more than a consequence of World War I is a distortion of history at
best and at worst a contrived excuse for an unthinkable crime against humanity,” he continued.
He spoke of the suppressive Turkish government that has “undermined the fundamental right of freedom of speech” and how the country’s leaders have initiated prosecutions, smear campaigns and even resorted to violence against historians and journalists who have studied the Turkish treatment of the Armenian community, remarking that “such actions are reprehensible and speak volumes both about the
crime and the cover up.”
Recalling the words of Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire during the Armenian Genocide, who
described the Turkish authorities’ deporting Armenians as a ‘death warrant’ to a whole race, Senator Menendez asserted that today’s diplomats should “not be any less frank when engaging with the Turkish government.”
“We refuse to see the truth suppressed, the facts denied and history revised,” said Senator Menendez. “We will not rest until it becomes
the official policy of the U.S. government to recognize the Armenian Genocide here and any place else in the world.”
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) pledged that he will continue to push for recognition of the Armenian
Genocide and reaffirmed that there has been “tremendous progress” around the world as 30 countries now officially recognize the Armenian Genocide, along with 49 out of 50 U.S. states.
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“We will continue our efforts and demand that the Turkish government recognize the Armenian Genocide and pay reparations,” said Congressman Pallone, who also called for ongoing support of the Republic of Armenia as well as Artsakh. A longtime supporter, he has made trips to both Armenia and Artsakh, where he has advocated for the people’s right to selfdetermination.
He urged the public to persist in their fight and hold rallies such as the annual commemoration in Times Square in order to
achieve official recognition.
“Please understand how important it is for you to be here today and how important it is for all of you to continue to support
your Armenian advocates and Armenian organizations like the Knights and Daughters of Vartan because without your help,
we wouldn’t be able to make progress on the issues you care so much about,” concluded Congressman Pallone.
New York Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.), a member of the Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues, remarked that the U.S. should “join the chorus of voices across the globe” and recognize the genocide and the calculating elimination of an entire population.
“We mourn the 1.5 million Armenians murdered by the government that was supposed to protect them,” said Congresswoman
Maloney. “We must honor their memory and we must come to the day that Turkey’s President Erdogan recognizes the genocide instead of denying it.”
She said she is proud to support resolutions that recognize the “systematic plan to extinguish the ancient, dignified and accomplished Armenian people” and the lessons that must be learned in order to prevent future tragedies from occurring again.
“We must teach ourselves and our children the abuse of state power that allows these crimes to go unpunished,” said Congresswoman Maloney. “On this solemn day of remembrance our message remains united and clear: the U.S. and Turkish governments must formally acknowledge the terrible genocide that occurred 104 years and I am with you as we keep fighting and
pushing for recognition.”
Headlining the event with a special cultural performance was Elie Berberian, who curated an artistic concert that included a
rendition of “Ils Sont Tombés” (They Fell), by Charles Aznavour, the poetry of the Hovhannes Shiraz set to music “Intz Guh
Moranam” (I Forget Myself) and “Dle Yaman” by Komitas.
“Even though many years have passed since the Armenian Genocide, it does not stop me from remembering it and instead it
gives me more drive,” said Berberian. “We are paying tribute to the ultimate cause that concerns every Armenian in his or her
heart.”
Grand Commander and Matron of the Knights and Daughters of Vartan, respectively, Dr. Gary Zamanigian and Diana Tookmanian, elaborated on the significance of commemorating the Armenian Genocide. The Knights and Daughters of Vartan have
sponsored the Times Square Armenian Genocide Commemoration since 1985. This year the event was co-chaired by Tigran
Sahakyan and Ari Minnetyan, under the guidance of Chairman Emeritus Hirant Gulian.
Armen McOmber, Esq. and Professor Nvair Beylerian compellingly led the program as master and mistress of ceremonies.
McOmber was recognized for his decade of service to the Times Square Armenian Genocide Commemoration and was presented with a special certificate of recognition and a Knights of Vartan medal.
The results of the 2019 Knights and Daughters of Vartan International Armenian Genocide Essay Contest were announced:
first-place, Andrew Panosian of La Crescenta, California, who is a freshman at Glendale Community College; second-place,
Garine Kamajian of Indian Shores, Florida, who is a junior at University of South Florida-Tampa; third-place, Lilit Arsenyan
of Yerevan, Armenia, who is a freshman at Yerevan Brusov State University of Languages and Social Sciences. This year’s
question of how creative expression—literature, music, cinema, visual arts—has enhanced the students’ personal understanding of the Armenian Genocide delivered thought-provoking responses from applicants who live around the world.
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Astghikner Junior Ensemble of St. Gregory the Illuminator Mission Parish in Brooklyn sang the Armenian and American anthems and Hayr Mer, under the leadership of Maria Sahakyan as the students of the Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School of
Bayside, NY and the Hovnanian Armenian Day School of New Milford, NJ sang a medley of Armenian patriotic songs, under
the guidance of their principals, Seta Tavitian Megherian and Shakeh Tashjian.The Yerevan Dance Ensemble of St. Gregory
the Illuminator Mission Parish made a special appearance.
The opening remarks and prayer were made by Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director of the AMAA. The invocation and closing
prayers were made by Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Primate of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America and Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, respectively. Other clergy in attendance included Nurhan Becidiyan of the Roman Catholic Armenian Eparchy of America and Canada.
Statements were made by co-sponsoring organizations, including Christina Lalama (Armenian General Benevolent Union of
America), Bryan Ardouny (Armenian Assembly of America), Dr. Vaghenag Tarpinian (Armenian Democratic League – Ramgavars), Ken Hachikian (Armenian National Committee America) and Gerard Kassabian, Esq. (Armenian Bar Association).
The Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey, led by director Vartan Abdo, streamed the event live in video format worldwide,
reaching more than 50,000 viewers with the assistance of his dedicated volunteer staff. The 104th Armenian Genocide Commemoration in Times Square was organized by the Mid-Atlantic chapters of the Knights and Daughters of Vartan. Co-sponsors
included the Armenian General Benevolent Union, the Armenian Assembly of America, the Armenian National Committee of
America, the ADL-Ramgavars, and the Armenian Council of America. Participating organizations included the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America (Eastern), Prelacy of the Armenian Church, Armenian Missionary Association of America, Armenian Presbyterian Church, the Armenian Evangelical Church, the Armenian Catholic Eparchy for U.S. and Canada and numerous Armenian youth organizations, including the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America, the Armenian Network of America, the Armenian Youth Federation, Homenetmen Scouts, Hamazkayin Cultural Association, Tekeyan Cultural
Association, Armenian Students Association, AGBU Young Professionals, Armenian-American Study Genocide (a UN NGO
organization) and tri-state Armenian college and university clubs.

Statement by ArmenBar Chairman Gerard Kassabian, Esq.
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Founded in 1985 by the late Sam Azadian, a former Brooklyn, New York resident, who lost four siblings during the
Armenian Genocide, the Armenian Genocide Commemoration at Times Square has honored the 1.5+ million Armenian lives lost during the horrific events of the 1915 Genocide of the Armenians by the Young Turk Government of the
Ottoman Empire. This internationally-recognized annual event draws thousands of Armenians and non-Armenian
participants to commemorate the solemn occasion. The event features speeches and tributes delivered by prominent
political figures and civic leaders, officials of the Knights and Daughters of Vartan, representatives of major Armenian-American organizations, and distinguished scholars and educators as well as high-ranking Armenian and nonArmenian clergy.

Chairman’s Message — Times Square New York —

Armenian Genocide Commemoration
Gerard V. Kassabian, Esq.
PAREV SIRELI HAYRENAGITSNER!
My name is Gerard Vartkes Kassabian and serve as the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Armenian Bar Association, an international organization of lawyers, judges, professors and law students established 30 years ago in 1989.
I flew to the BIG APPLE on Thursday to attend our Armenian Bar Association’s annual Public Servants Dinner that took
place at the Yale Club in NYC. We - people who demand justice - gathered to celebrate two Public Servants who uphold
justice. I want to take this opportunity to once again congratulate our esteemed honorees, the Honorable Rod J. Rosenstein,
an Armenian pesa (son-in-law), and the Honorable Robert H. Tembeckjian for their hard work and dedication to uphold justice for the people of this great country. You may have seen or read about this event that was covered by the major media
outlets.
Last Wednesday, April 24, 2019, I stood shoulder to shoulder with my esteemed colleagues and leaders of the West Coast
where we honored and remembered our fallen compatriots of the Armenian Genocide.
Today, I stand shoulder to shoulder with all of you in the East Coast to honor our fallen.
April is a month of reflection for Armenians and friends of Armenians who were severely and permanently affected by the
mass atrocities committed as a result of the premeditated and highly organized official plan of the Ottoman Empire. The
Genocide continues today in the form of an official denial campaign by the Republic of Turkey.
Who dares to deny the Holocaust today?
The denial by the Republic of Turkey is perpetuated by the lack of punishment for over a century. Instead, the Republic of
Turkey is given a green light to continue their denial as well as continue their campaign to eradicate all non-Turkish minorities in the region, not just in Turkey.
The US acquiesces to the gag rule of the Republic of Turkey and avoids using the word “Genocide” to refer to the killings
in 1915, the exact word that was coined as a result of the Armenian Genocide. Thus, every year when given an opportunity
to make a statement about the Armenian Genocide, our leaders are forced to officially avoid the term Genocide, and resort to
awkward phrases or in Armenian “Medz Yeghern - the great calamity” when referring to the Armenian Genocide. The political undercurrents navigated by the former and current US Administrations have a strict policy to officially avoid calling a
spade a spade, but privately they admit their disagreement with that policy.
The Armenian Bar Association long ago dismissed this childish word game and focused on advancing the “Hye Tahd,” the
Armenian Cause, by establishing the Armenian Genocide Reparations Committee and the Armenian Rights Watch Committee to offer support to major projects designed to enlighten the world about the Armenian Genocide and genocide as to all
minorities. The projects include legal think tanks, comparative legal research and the study of prior legal actions in various
tribunals throughout the world.
We at the Armenian Bar Association shall not permit History to repeat itself when it comes to genocide; we are working to
ensure history repeats itself when it comes to reparations. My colleagues and I have tasked ourselves to study the different
approaches to reparations. We also look to our world leaders to urge all governments to right the wrongs of their collective
past. We commend the leadership of nation governments that have righted the wrongs of their past and their ongoing commitment to prevent genocide.
We have our work cut out for us. I welcome all law students and lawyers worldwide to join our volunteer army and help us
achieve tangible results.
Finally, I offer my sincere appreciation to the organizers for allowing me to share the message of the Armenian Bar Association. BAYKAR BAYKAR MINTCHEV VERTCH!! Thank you!
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Words of Wisdom on

Navigating Your Legal Career
By Malvina Mardirosyan
Put yourself out there and serendipity will take over! Navigating a legal career requires a good
amount of diligence, time and creativity but the one factor that pivots a legal career is seizing opportunities that you may not know about unless you interact with others in the profession.
Gary Moomjian, Chapter Co-Chair, explains: “Stay in touch with your law school classmates
and attorneys that you work with. They may not have business referrals now, but as they become
more advanced, or go in-house, you will be on their radar screen. Important: only socialize with
people whose company you enjoy…My personal methodology primarily focuses on one-on-one:
lunches, dinners and sporting events. I have generated much business over dinner and a Knicks
game.”
Souren Israelyan, Chapter Co-Vice Chair, explains that he wishes he had known in the early days
of his career to take risks early. His words of wisdom to younger attorneys who are in the early
stages of their careers is: “Whatever you dream of and envision will eventually become the reality. Dream big. Take the path less traveled. Don’t fear. Don’t be scared of a fight; it will make
you a better person. Dream and live a meaningful life that makes the world a better place.”
Claire S. Kedeshian, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of New York and Chapter Board
Member, explains: “Throughout one’s legal career, we should each seek out and nurture relationships with mentors among veteran and contemporary colleagues, because every day we can each
learn from experience and by exchanging ideas with one another we can each learn something
new.
Ruben Stepanian, Chapter Board Member, would caution younger attorneys who are in the early
stages of their careers, “Volunteer, volunteer and volunteer…In the beginning of my career, I focused, like anyone else, on cultivating and honing my skills as an attorney, but I did not join bar
associations and I did not do any pro bono work…Volunteering is an ultra-crucial part of my career and it should be yours as well…Through these experiences, I became a self-sufficient attorney and I began to create my own book of business.”
But while you are out there networking, keep in mind the famous quote “Chance favors only the prepared mind” by Louis Pasteur. So do yourself a favor and think through at least some of the following
tips before you arrive at the meet-up. Who knows, serendipity may be waiting for you just around the
corner!
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Words of Wisdom Continued.

Volunteers Needed

Quick Networking Tips:
 Do some research about the event, venue and (if any) speaker(s). That
will give you some initial material for conversation starters.
 Don’t attend a networking event with a list of things you want. Arrive
with a list of things you can offer.
 When networking, inquire about passions, hobbies, and interests instead of asking right away about work.
 The key is not to collect business cards but to build strong, longlasting relationships.
 Follow-up with new contacts and be helpful, generous, and considerate when reconnecting after events.

ArmenBar member Steve Gokberk
obtained a $274,000 verdict in a
Suffolk County motor vehicle case
wherein a 33 year-old client was
struck from behind by the defendant.
The client sustained injuries to her
neck, back and knee, but did not undergo any surgeries or injections. The
jury awarded $24,000 for past pain
and suffering and $250,000 for future
pain and suffering.
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Genocide Reparations
Rights Watch

Continuing Legal Education
Development/
Fundraising

Members in the News

Mr. Gokberk currently practices personal injury and medical malpractice
law throughout New York as an associate at Salenger Sack Kimmel and
Bavaro. In 2018, he was recognized a
New York Metro Super Lawyer,
Rising Star and given the designation
as a “Top 40 under 40” by the National Trial Lawyers.

The Armenian Bar
Association invites
your participation in
the following
committees:

Grants & Scholarship
Membership Development
Newsletter
Pro Bono
Social Media
Student Affairs

Steve Z. Gokberk

The contact information for joining can
be
accessed through
the hyperlink:
https://
armenianbar.org/
committees/

Meet the Chapter Chairs and Vice-Chairs
Denise Darmanian, Co-Chair - Gallo & Darmanian, Esqs., Partner
Gary Moomjian, Co-Chair - Moomjian, Waite & Coleman, LLP, Partner
Souren Israelyan, Vice-Chair - Law Office of Souren Israelyan, Principal
Scott Ohnegian, Vice-Chair - Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland Perretti, Partner
The Chapter Board
Steve Gokberk
John Halebian
Talar Hashasian
Claire Kedeshian
Malvina Mardirosyan
Armen Morian
Yelena Nersesyan
Grant Petrosyan
Ruben Stepanian
Nanor Terjanian
Visit us on the web for more information and to become a member
https://armenianbar.org/
Contact Us
E-mail us for more information regarding the Armenian Bar Association. Also, contact
us if you are interested in contributing to the East Coast Post.
ArmenBar Chairman: Gerard V. Kassabian gerard@kassabianlaw.com
ArmenBar Newsletter Editor-In-Chief: Armen K. Hovannisian akhova@aol.com
ArmenBar Newsletter Assistant Editor: Lucy Varpetian lvarpetian@yahoo.com
East Coast Post Editor: Steve Gokberk SGokberk@sskblaw.com
info@armenianbar.org
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