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August 15, 2023 
 
President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
Email: President@WhiteHouse.gov / comments@WhiteHouse.gov 
 
The Honorable Antony J. Blinken 
United States Secretary of State 
2201 C Street NW   
Washington, DC 20520 
Email: secretary@state.gov  
 
Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
United States Mission to the United Nations 
799 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
Email: Thomas-GreenfieldL@state.gov 
 
Dear President Biden, Secretary Blinken and Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield, 

We write on behalf of the Armenian Bar Association, a U.S-based international organization of   
judges, lawyers and law students committed to the development of the legal profession, 
democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in the United States, Armenia, and everywhere in 
the world. We respectfully urge that you support the passage of a resolution in support of the 
population of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) at the Special UN Security Council meeting tomorrow.  

Last September, President Biden, you told the UN General Assembly, “In every country in the 
world, no matter what else divides us, if parents cannot feed their children, nothing, nothing else 
matters.”   Secretary Blinken, you noted during your intervention at a United Nations Security 
Council Open Debate on Famine and Conflict-Induced Global Food Insecurity earlier this month: 
“In some ways, it’s as simple and as stark as that.” We wholeheartedly agree.  

In Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), parents cannot feed their children.  It is as simple and stark as 
that. And it is not because of a natural disaster that was outside of their or our collective control.  
It is because of a calculated humanitarian crisis: a blockade by Azerbaijan of the only road 
providing access to food, medicine, and other supplies to the people of Artsakh, essentially the 
planned and intentional starvation of an entire population of Armenians and the exertion of duress 
to obtain concessions in peace negotiations.  In fact, several weeks before the blockade began on 
December 12, 2022, a senior Azerbaijani official was quoted as saying:  

Diplomatic options have almost been exhausted, what if we were to install a [border] 
post at the entrance of Lachin and finish the whole process? How can you breathe with 
no air?i 
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The blockade has been continuing for over eight months despite directives from the International 
Court of Justice ordering Azerbaijan to unblock the Lachin corridor, and despite calls from 
international organizations, nations around the world and the UN Secretary General to do the same. 
Professor Luis Moreno Ocampo, renowned law professor and former chief prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court, recently wrote in an objective analysis of the situation that the 
blockade by Azerbaijan is being used to commit a new genocide of the Armenian population by 
starvation.   

Since this crisis is man-made, it is, therefore, also preventable and actionable. We know the United 
States and this Administration have the political courage to act, and the power to save these souls.  
You exercised your political courage and moral authority in 2021 when you became the first 
administration to recognize, in clear and unrelativized terms, the Armenian Genocide of 1915.  On 
April 24, 2021, President Biden, you said: 

Today, as we mourn what was lost, let us also turn our eyes to the future—toward the world 
that we wish to build for our children. A world unstained by the daily evils of bigotry and 
intolerance, where human rights are respected, and where all people are able to pursue their 
lives in dignity and security. Let us renew our shared resolve to prevent future 
atrocities from occurring anywhere in the world. 

That shared resolution includes not allowing Azerbaijan to weaponize and withhold food to 
subjugate the Armenian population of Artsakh and ethnically cleanse the region.   

Armenians have vowed never to forget the Genocide of their forefathers.  You made the same vow. 
Armenian-Americans, most of whom are descendants of genocide survivors, will never forget if 
there is another genocide committed with impunity on their watch in 2023 and on your watch.  
They will inevitably ask: “What mattered more than parents not being able to feed their children 
in Artsakh?” 

The answer is nothing in good conscience can.  

Very truly yours,  

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Taline Sahakian 
Chairwoman 
 
 
 

 
i  Eurasianet, Fears for new Nagorno-Karabakh crisis as Azerbaijan threatens key road link: 
https://eurasianet.org/fears-for-new-nagorno-karabakh-crisis-as-azerbaijan-threatens-key-road-link  
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