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December 14, 2023

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION STATEMENT CONDEMNING EFFORTS BY
DEVELOPER TO RESORT TO ATTACKS IN JERUSALEM’S ARMENIAN QUARTER
INSTEAD OF RESOLVING DISPUTES THROUGH PROPER CHANNELS

The Armenian Bar Association denounces the recent acts of violence and aggression
targeting the Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem in an area called “Goveru Bardez” (Cow’s
Garden), which is the subject of an active legal dispute between the Armenian
Patriarchate and a private real estate developer. The Armenian Patriarchate and
community in Jerusalem have a centuries-long and rich history in the Old City and are
integral to the cultural and religious diversity of this protected historical site.

We understand that the Armenian Patriarchate has sent a letter to the private developer
cancelling a disputed lease related to the Cow's Garden on various grounds, including
fraud. Despite the letter of cancellation, we have seen reports that armed locals, with
dogs, had blocked access by Armenians to the site and that demolition at the site had
commenced without proper permitting.

We emphasize that legal disputes should be resolved through legal processes — not
through violence or force, and any incidents related to the Cow’s Garden should be
impartially investigated by local authorities to maintain civil order.

The Armenian Bar Association remains steadfast in its dedication to upholding justice,
promoting human rights, and fostering resolution of disputes through legitimate avenues.
We call on the developer and local authorities to work with the Armenian Patriarchate to
respect the rule of law and commit to resolving this dispute while fostering a climate of
understanding and harmony in the Armenian Christian Quarter of Jerusalem, designated
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

About the Armenian Bar Association

The Armenian Bar Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting justice,
human rights, and the rule of law. With a commitment to the Armenian community and
the broader principles of justice, the Association works to uphold the rights of Armenians
worldwide.



