
1

The Threatened Armenian Religious Heritage of Artsakh



2

On the cover: Holy Savior Cathedral, commonly referred to as Ghazanchetsots, is an Armenian Apostolic 
cathedral in Shushi, Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), consecrated in 1888. On October 8, 2020, the Cathedral, 
considered a safe space to shelter by many civilians and journalists, was bombed twice by Azerbaijan, which 
resulted in the collapse of part of the roof. A Russian journalist was seriously injured by the second strike. Two 
others were also wounded. Human Rights Watch (HRW) noted that the two attacks “suggest that the church, 
a civilian object with cultural significance, was an intentional target despite the absence of evidence that it was 
used for military purposes.” HRW collected remnants of the weapon used against the church, which “corrobo-
rate the use of guided munitions.” On 7 November 2020, the Azerbaijani forces seized control over the town 
of Shushi. In May 2021, reports were made that the dome and the cross of Ghazanchetsots Cathedral had been 
removed. Azerbaijani state officials have claimed that the renovation project aimed to restore the “original” ap-
pearance of the church, which, according to them, lacked the conical dome. However, the conical dome of the 
church can be seen in photographs from over a century ago.
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Amaras, photograph by Siranush Sargsyan, September, 2023



7

Photo of Dadivank Monastery Photographed by Alex Jundanian, October, 2019
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Photographed by Jirair and Rita Kuyumjian, October 2019
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