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INFORMATION ABOUT PREPARING ORGANIZATION 
 
The Armenian Bar Association is a non-profit, non-partisan organization formed in 1989 to enable 
attorneys and judges of Armenian heritage and other interested individuals to better serve the law, 
the legal profession, and the Armenian community. With the creation of an independent Republic 
of Armenia, the Association undertook the task of helping to build and encourage the growth of 
democratic institutions in Armenia.  The Association provides pro bono services and legal 
education in Armenian communities across the country and abroad and sponsors programs to 
promote democracy and the rule of law.  
 
The Association is a democratic organization. It is supported and directed by its members, who 
approve its Bylaws, elect its Board of Governors, nominate prominent jurists as honorary 
members, and set the Association's annual goals and policies. The Armenian Bar Association is 
committed to serving the profession of law, addressing legal concerns of the Armenian community 
and fostering respect for human and civil rights.   
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Section 1. Case Summary 

Country: Republic of Turkey  

Perpetrators (2): SADAT International Defense Consultancy Construction Industry and 
Trade Inc. (SADAT); Ali Kamil Melih Tanriverdi, Chairman of SADAT Board of Directors 
(2016-Present).  

Summary: 
 
SADAT International Defense Consultancy Construction Industry and Trade Inc. (SADAT), a 
private paramilitary contracting firm headquartered in Istanbul, Turkey and Ali Kamil Melih 
Tanriverdi, Chairman of SADAT Board of Directors, recruit and deploy mercenaries in conflict 
zones throughout the world and have continued to do so with impunity. SADAT maintains a strong 
connection with known terrorist groups, often recruiting fighters through violent factions of the 
Syrian National Army. These recruited mercenaries are believed to commit serious human rights 
abuses in the conflict zones to which they are deployed, including in Libya, Syria, and Nagorno-
Karabakh. Further, SADAT’s own recruitment tactics are predatory, frequently targeting 
displaced, indigent peoples who are burdened with the consequences of geopolitical instability as 
well as minors under the age of 18.  

Private military companies (PMCs) like SADAT have spawned an industry in manufacturing 
shadowy paramilitaries or “armies for hire.” State actors such as Turkey have come to rely on these 
private armies to pursue their expansionist objectives with little or no accountability even when 
the most fundamental norms of armed conflict are violated. Turkey’s uses of mercenaries in armed 
conflicts is organized and deployed through SADAT, who acts as a proxy paramilitary force for 
Turkey. With the help of SADAT, Turkey’s use of militia groups in creating “manageable chaos” 
in neighboring countries to its advantage is not likely to end, especially in light of Erdogan’s recent 
re-election. This means more violence, more bloodshed, and countless deaths of innocent civilians 
in the future.  
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Section 2. Perpetrator Information 
 
Full Legal Name of Perpetrator:  SADAT International Defense Consultancy Construction 
Industry and Trade Inc. (SADAT). Its official name in Turkish is Sadat Uluslararası Savunma 
Danışmanlık İnşaat Sanayi ve Ticaret Anonim Şirketi. Its incorporation charter was published in 
the Turkish Trade Registry issue numbered 8015 dated February 28, 2012.1 
Country:  Republic of Turkey 
Title or Position: N/A 
Date of Registration: February 28, 2012 
Other Known Personal Identifiers (place of birth, passport number, address, etc): N/A 
Past Travel to the United States: N/A 
 

Full Legal Name of Perpetrator:  Ali Kamil Melih Tanriverdi  
Country:  Republic of Turkey 
Title or Position:  Chairman of SADAT Board of Directors (2016-Present) 
Date of Birth: Unknown 
Other Known Personal Identifiers (place of birth, passport number, address, etc): Unknown 
Past Travel to the United States: Unknown 
 

We are unaware of assets and facilitators controlled by perpetrators.  

1. SADAT’s organizational chart  

SADAT’s organizational chart is published on its website.2  The company is headed by the 
Chairman of the Board, who presides over the supervisory board and the secretary. Then comes 
the General Manager, who manages three branches called the administrative activities, defense 
area activities and internal security area activities. Each of these three branches includes the 
following personnel: 

(1) Administrative activity: Deputy general manager, personnel and 
administrative accounts management, financial management and 
information and communications technology management.  

(2) Defense area activities: Deputy general manager, defense organization and 
consultancy management, defense area training management, supply and 
ordinance management.  

 
1 SADAT Inc. International Defense Consulting. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/?Itemid= [See Exhibit 
1] 

2 SADAT Inc. Organizational Chart. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/organization-chart.html 
[See Exhibit 2] 
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(3) Internal security area activities: Deputy general manager, internal security 
organization and consultancy management, internal security training 
management, supply and ordinance management.  

SADAT’s core staff includes retired military personnel, many of them dismissed from the Turkish 
Military for their extremism.3 SADAT’s website does not include the name of its staff or of its 
board members.   

The board of directors comprises Adnan Tanrıverdi (recently deceased on August 4, 2024), his son 
Ali Kamil Melih Tanriverdi (“Melih Tanriverdi”) (currently the chairman of the board), 
Mehmet Zelka (vice chairman), Mehmet Naci Efe and Haluk Yıldırım.  

Nordic Monitor, a research and monitoring network focusing on Turkey, posted pages from the 
Official Trade Registry Gazette in Turkey,4 which includes a list of the SADAT shareholders5 as 
of November 2020. The document shows that Melih Tanriverdi along with his recently deceased 
father hold the majority stake in the company. We have been unable to identify updated 
information regarding changes in stakeholders or board members since Adnan Tanriverdi’s recent 
death. 

2. Founders of SADAT and their background 

SADAT was founded by Adnan Tanriverdi, a former brigadier general of the Turkish Armed 
Forces (TSK).  In 1997, Adnan Tanriverdi was forced into retirement for harboring an extremist 
religious agenda; 22 other former TSK officers and non-commissioned officers (NCO’s) were 
expelled from the TSK at that time for political Islamic tendencies.6 

During his military service, Adnan Tanriverdi was a member of Turkey’s Special Warfare Unit 
and the Northern Cyprus' Civil Defense Organization. In 2000 he joined “Defenders of Justice” 
association (Adaleti Savunanlar Derneği, ASDER), comprised of 632 military personnel who were 

 
3 Ersozoglu, E., (2020, February 7) SADAT: Turkey’s Paramilitary Wing Take Flight in Africa. Grey Dynamics. 
Retrieved from https://www.greydynamics.com/sadat-turkeys-paramilitary-wings-take-flight-in-africa/ [See Exhibit 
3] 

4 Bozkurt, A., (2021, May 2) Turkish Paramilitary Firm SADAT’s CEO Admits Working with Turkish Intelligence 
Agency MIT. Nordic Monitor. Retrieved from https://nordicmonitor.com/2021/03/turkish-paramilitary-firm-sadats-
ceo-admits-it-works-with-the-turkish-intelligence-agency-mit/ [See Exhibit 4] 

5 Ali Özden, Mehmet Demirtaş, Mustafa Nejat Güvenç, Mustafa Bozgeyik, Mehmet Emin Koçak, Kemal Şahin, 
Mehmet Zelka, Reşat Fidan, Mustafa Başaran, Ersan Ergür, Hulusi Gülen, Hayati Atalay, Ali Coşar, Ahmet Cengiz 
Tangören, Ahmet Taylan, Cengiz Uzun,Yakup Evirgen, Yahya Öztürk, Nurettin Yavuz, Mehmet İlhan, Mustafa 
Hacımustafaoğulları, Eyyup İsmail Kılınç, Mehmet Abdullah Kaplan, Osman Kaçmaz, Zafer Şahin, Çetin Çanak, 
Orhan Adiyaman, Mustafa Erol, Sabri Balaman, Coşkun Yüksel, Mehmet Çakiroğlu, Mehmet Yüksel Güneş, Ömer 
Yenici, Selahattin Arslan, Yavuz Sulumeşe, Ahmet Türkan, Fethi Kıran, Gürcan Onat, İrfan Çalişkan, Mehmet 
İnkaya, Sadiı Paksoy, Yavuz Zülikaroğlu, Hayrettin Kocaoğlu, Said Ceyhan, Sefa Göze, İsmail Kaplan and Tansel 
Cavit Kulak.  

6 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E.  & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Erdogan’s Private Armies. Middle East Forum. Retrieved 
from https://www.meforum.org/61963/turkish-militias-and-proxies [See Exhibit 5] 
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ousted from the TSK.  He was ASDER chairman between 2004 and 2009.7  He later founded a 
think-tank called Justice Defenders Strategic Research Center (Adaleti Savunanlar Stratejik 
Araştırmalar Merkezi Derneği, ASSAM).8  

In 2012, Adnan Tanriverdi founded SADAT, a private paramilitary contracting firm whose 
mission is “to establish a defensive collaboration and defensive industrial cooperation among 
Islamic Countries to help Islamic World.”9  He remained the Chairman of its Board of Directors 
until he was appointed as Erdogan’s Chief Military Advisor in 2016, when he stepped down as 
Chairman and his son Melih Tanriverdi took the position.  

In 2016, after the July 15 coup attempt in Turkey, Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
appointed Tanriverdi as his chief military advisor.10  The two had a strong relationship; they had 
known each other since 1994 when they both served in Istanbul—Erdogan as Mayor and Adnan 
Tanriverdi as the commander of Maltepe military base.11  Adnan Tanriverdi led a comprehensive 
overhaul of the Turkish army, seeking to end the TSK’s secularist tradition.  Erdogan shut down 
military academies, which were a foundation of Turkish secularism, and replaced them with the 
National Defense University,12 which recruited students from religious Imam-Hatip schools.13 

In January 2020, Adnan Tanriverdi was forced to resign from his position as chief military advisor 
because of a controversial speech he gave in December 2019 at the third International Islamic 
Union Congress, in which he announced that his organization had been working to pave the way 
for the long-awaited mahdi (prophesied redeemer of Islam), for whom the entire Muslim world is 
waiting. 14 

 
7 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

8 Yonetim, A. (2020, September 21) Aim of ASSAM. Retrieved form https://assam.org.tr/index.php/en/about-us/aim-
of-assam-en.html [See Exhibit 7] 

9 SADAT’s Mission. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/our-mission.html  [See Exhibit 8] 

10 Turkey’s Erdogan selects controversial security contractor as his new advisor (2018, October 10) Ahval News. 
Retrieved from https://ahvalnews.com/recep-tayyip-erdogan/turkeys-erdogan-selects-controversial-security-
contractor-his-new-advisor [See Exhibit 9] 

11 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

12 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

13 Turkish Gov’t detains 16 military officers over alleged links to Gülen movement (2017, November 26) Stockholm 
Center for Freedom (SCF). Retrieved from https://stockholmcf.org/turkish-govt-detains-16-military-officers-over-
alleged-links-to-gulen-movement/ [See Exhibit 10] 

14 Turkey’s paramilitary contractor to hold Islamic Union Congress for common defense system (2020, July 23) 
Nordic Monitor. Retrieved from https://nordicmonitor.com/2020/07/assam-led-by-paramilitary-contractor-sadats-
chief-to-organize-conference-on-joint-defense-system-for-its-islamic-union/ [See Exhibit 11] 
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3. SADAT's mission and the philosophy on which it was founded. 

SADAT describes itself as a “Private Defense and Consultancy Company”15 stating that it is the 
sole Turkish private enterprise that provides defense consultancy and military training and 
equipment. The company’s website includes a description of its war and special operations 
services, including conventional warfare training for land, naval and air forces and training such 
as ambush, raid, road cutting/closing, destruction, sabotage and rescue/abduction operations and 
“counter tactics and techniques” for unconventional warfare organizations.16  It also offers special 
training programs of various levels and program durations, such as individual combat training, 
basic course for special forces, special advanced course for special forces and alternative 
specialization courses. The modules and duration, as well as the outcomes for these programs are 
outlined on the company’s website.17 

According to the joint research conducted by TRENDS Research & Advisory and the Jerusalem 
Institute for Strategy and Security, SADAT’s clients include the Turkish Police forces special unit 
(Polis Özel Harekat – PÖH, also known as “Esedullah” – The Lions of God); armed neighborhood 
watchmen (Bekçi) that act as Erdoğan’s militia against potential street threats; and Erdoğan’s 
special presidential guards, also known as the “Reinforcements” (Takviye).18 

The self-stated mission of SADAT as posted on its website is to “establish a Defense Collaboration 
and Defense Industry Cooperation among Islamic Countries to help Islamic World take the place 
where it merits among Superpowers by providing Strategic Consultancy, Defense and Security 
Training and Supply Services to Armed Forces and Internal Security Forces of Islamic 
Countries.”19  The company’s vision is to “reorganize or modernize the Armed Forces and Internal 
Security Forces of Islamic Countries in a modern and effective sense to ensure national defense 
and internal security set with the consideration of threat assessments up on their geopolitical 
situation.”20 

SADAT’s logo indicates that its area of operation is the entire Muslim world, including European 
countries such as Albania and Bosnia-Herzegovina.21  The company’s website makes it clear that 

 
15 SADAT’s Mission. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/our-mission.html [See Exhibit 8] 

16 SADAT’s Training (for Military). Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/our-services/training/training-
military.html  [See Exhibit 12] 

17 SADAT’s Training Modules. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/our-training-modules/general-training-
modules.html [See Exhibit 13] 

18 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

19 SADAT’s Mission. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/our-mission.html [See Exhibit 8] 

20 SADAT’s Vision. Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/our-vision.html [See Exhibit 14] 

21 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Erdogan’s Private Armies. Middle East Forum. Retrieved 
from https://www.meforum.org/61963/turkish-militias-and-proxies [See Exhibit 5] 
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it is much more than a consultancy, stating: “SADAT was established to help the Muslim world 
reach heights that match its status and realize its destiny among the great powers”.22  

Section 3. Factual/Contextual Background 

SADAT Recruited, Trained, Organized, And Deployed Syrian Jihadi Mercenaries In Several 
Zones of Conflict. 

1. The role SADAT plays in Recruiting, Training, Organizing and Deploying 
(“RTOD”) Syrian Jihadi Mercenaries. 

The U.S. Department of Defense’s (“DoD’s”) lead Inspector General, in its 2020 quarterly report 
to Congress on counter-terrorism operations in the U.S. Africa Command, states that Turkish-
supported Syrian mercenaries were one of the key destabilizers of security in Libya following the 
Turkish military intervention to reinforce the Government of National Accord (GNA23). The report 
describes SADAT as a “Turkish private military company” that deployed “several dozen military 
trainers” “to Tripoli to train both GNA-aligned militias and Syrian fighters” and that “Sadat 
maintains supervision and payment of the estimated 5,000 pro-GNA Syrian fighters in Libya.”24 
The U.S Africa Command described these Syrian mercenaries as “inexperienced, uneducated, and 
motivated by promises of considerable salary,” adding that there were reports of theft, sexual 
assault and misconduct by those mercenaries.  USAFRICOM also stated that extremists with 
previous terrorist links were involved in the Tripoli fighting.25 

In a report submitted to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(“OHCHR”) on 17 June 2020, the OHCHR’s Working Group on the use of mercenaries (“Working 
Group”) reviewed information that Turkey has engaged in large-scale recruitment and transfer of 
Syrian fighters to take part in hostilities in support of the GNA. The Working Group report states 
that thousands of Syrians fighters, including boys under 18 years, have reportedly been sent to 
Libya via Turkey. The report states: “These fighters were recruited through armed factions 
affiliated with the Syrian National Army that have been accused of serious human rights abuses in 
Syria”.26  This report, which covers the same time period as the aforementioned US DoD quarterly 
report to Congress, which names SADAT as the organization deploying Syrian mercenaries in 
Libya.  

 
22 SADAT’s News – Defense Reform; Retrieved from https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/about-us/news/653-savunma-
reformu-en.html [See Exhibit 15] 

23 O’Donnell S.W., Shaw D. R., & Barr, A. C., (2020, April 1 to June 30) East Africa Counterterrorism Operation 
North and West Africa Counterterrorism. Inspector General, Department of Defense (USA). Retrieved from 
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/01/2002488340/-1/-1/1/EA-NWA_Q3_JUNE2020_FINAL_508SIGNED.PDF 
[See Exhibit 16] 

24 Id. 

25 Id.  

26 Libya: Violations related to mercenary activities must be investigated – UN Experts (2020, June 17) United 
Nations, Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Retrieved from 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25970&LangID=E [See Exhibit 17] 
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Furthermore, a letter27 addressed to the OHCHR on 10 June 2020 from several special procedures 
of the UN Human Rights Council cites SADAT’s involvement in recruiting and preparing 
documentation of mercenaries including children under 18 to take part in armed conflict in Libya. 
The letter highlights the various human rights abuses in the recruitment and deployment of 
mercenaries, and expresses grave concern especially towards the recruitment of Syrian children. 
The letter also mentions that the Turkish private military and security companies, in facilitating 
the recruitment and contracting of Syrian fighters, acted in coordination with Turkish authorities.  

SADAT has developed a close relationship with the Turkish military and the Turkish intelligence 
agency MIT (Millî İstihbarat Teşkilatı). This strategic relationship has involved coordination and 
collaboration with these agencies in the recruitment, training, and logistical support of Syrian 
mercenaries as well as intelligence sharing and operational integration, enabling Turkey to pursue 
its geopolitical objectives and foreign policy goals in various conflict zones in a covert manner. 
According to one report, MIT was tasked to use SADAT in the recruitment process of Syrian 
mercenaries.28 One of SADAT’s functions was to provide Turkish passports to the new recruits.29 
Once recruited, SADAT, working under the supervision of MIT, would transfer the mercenaries 
to one of its training camps in Turkey and Syria to undergo both conventional and unconventional 
warfare including guerrilla warfare, sniping, demolition, and other military tactics.30 SADAT  
would also provide extensive logistical support to the mercenaries. This would include arranging 
transport to conflict zones, supplying weapons and other military equipment, and coordinating 
with local factions and Turkish military units on the ground.31  

SADAT’s ties to the Turkish military are no less extensive. According to published reports, 
SADAT partnered in Libya with Fawzi Boukatif,32 a former commander of a militia that fought 

 
27 Public Communication File - Working Group - Letter Addressed to OHCHR (2020, June 10) United Nations, 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Retrieved from 
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25292 [See Exhibit 18] 

28 SADAT: Erdogan’s Private Army, Sound of Silence Group. Retrieved from https://purgednato.wordpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/sadat-erdogans-private-army-2017.pdf. [See Exhibit 19] 

29 Ibid. 

30 Ibid. 

31 Bozkurt, Abdullah (2024, January 3) Turkey prevents UN visit to hide its use of mercenaries in armed conflicts - 
Nordic Monitor. Retrieved from https://nordicmonitor.com/2024/01/turkey-prevents-the-un-visit-to-hide-its-use-of-
mercenaries-in-armed-conflicts/) [See Exhibit 20] 

Bozkurt, Abdullah (2021, May 2) Turkish paramilitary firm Sadat’s CEO admits working with Turkish intelligence 
agency MIT - Nordic Monitor. Retrieved from https://nordicmonitor.com/2021/03/turkish-paramilitary-firm-sadats-
ceo-admits-it-works-with-the-turkish-intelligence-agency-mit/ [See Exhibit 21] 

Guest Author (2023, March 4) Meet Erdogan's Private Army - SADAT - That Looks To Rival Russia's Wagner & 
Wage Proxy War In Kashmir. Retrieved from https://www.eurasiantimes.com/meet-erdogans-private-army-sadat-
that-looks-to-rival-russias/. [See Exhibit 22] 

32 Ghanmi, M. (2020, June 28) Fawzi Bookft…a new arm for Turkey in Libya. EG 24 News. Retrieved from 
https://www.eg24.news/2020/06/fawzi-bookft-a-new-arm-for-turkey-in-libya.html [See Exhibit 23] 
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Gaddafi (the Martyrs of 17 February Brigade).33  Together with Boukatif, SADAT deployed Syrian 
fighters in Libya.34 The Turkish military sought to integrate SADAT-trained fighters by overseeing 
joint-operations and providing the fighters with operational planning, logistical assistance, and air 
support thereby ensuring that SADAT’s operations would be effectively aligned with Turkey’s 
military’s interventionist objectives in Libya.35 

Al-Arabiya, a Dubai-based Arabic news organization, published a report in July 2020 stating that 
Turkey transferred about 1,400 Tunisian fighters affiliated with extremist organizations from 
Syria’s Aleppo and Idlib to Libya. The piece states that as of mid-June 2020, some 13,000 Syrian 
mercenaries had been sent to Libya by Turkey. The head of the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights, a UK-based war monitor, confirmed these reports, adding that “Ankara sends militants to 
Libya, not just mercenaries.”36 

In a column published in the Turkish press, Zafer Yörük writes that during the period between July 
and September 2019, 10,000 tonnes of weaponry and ammunition, along with armored vehicles, 
missile launchers and drones, were shipped to Tripoli from Turkish ports, in parallel with 1,000 
jihadists who were brought from Syria to Libya, citing Russian sources. This transfer was 
supervised, according to Russian media, by 88 men, all of whom are SADAT personnel, who also 
train the jihadists to operate the new arms.37 

In August 2020, The Emirates Policy Center (EPC) an independent think tank based in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates, issued a report stating that SADAT recruits and trains mercenaries from 
Syria and Asian and African countries, and that the company receives a commission of 10,000 
dollars for each fighter taking part in the fighting,38 citing a report by the Stockholm Center of 
Freedom.39  

 
33 Militia Leaders in Benghazi (2013, December 28) NYTimes.com. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/29/world/middleeast/militia-leaders-in-benghazi.html [See Exhibit 24] 

34 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

35 Ibid. 

36 Abuesh, T. (2020, July 13) Turkey Sends Mercenaries Militants of different nationalities to Libya; Reports. Al 
Arabiya News. Retrieved from https://english.alarabiya.net/News/north-africa/2020/07/13/Turkey-sends-
mercenaries-militants-of-different-nationalities-to-Libya-Reports [See Exhibit 25] 

37 Yorük, Z. (2020, February 22) SADAT: the horsemen of apocalypse? duvaR.english, Turkey’s own independent 
gazette. Retrieved from https://www.duvarenglish.com/columns/2020/02/22/sadat-the-horsemen-of-the-apocalypse 
[See Exhibit 26] 

38 Bashir, H. (2020, August 23) The Role of Turkish Security Companies in Africa; Incentives and Risks of 
Expansion. Emirates Policy Center (EPC). Retrieved from https://epc.ae/details/brief/the-role-of-turkish-security-
companies-in-africa-incentives-and-risks-of-expansion [See Exhibit 27] 

39 Bozkurt, A. (2017, May 26) Commentary – Libyan Jihadist cells in Turkey protected by Erdogan regime 
Stockholm Center for Freedom (SCF). Retrieved from https://stockholmcf.org/commentary-libyan-jihadist-cells-in-
turkey-protected-by-erdogan-regime/ [See Exhibit 28] 
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Adnan Tanriverdi and those closest to him have denied that SADAT recruits and trains 
mercenaries. In an interview with AFP in October 2021 his son, Melih Tanriverdi, claimed "We 
haven't sent any mercenaries or other personnel to Syria or Libya," but in the same interview, he 
confirmed that “[SADAT] operates in every continent, including Africa”.40  

Thousands of Syrian mercenaries were deployed by Turkey and Azerbaijan in 2020 in Nagorno-
Karabakh.41  A European Parliament Resolution of 11 March 2021 confirmed that Syria transferred 
Syrian Mercenaries to Nagorno-Karabakh, citing a report by the OSCE Minsk Group and firmly 
condemned Turkey’s use of Syrian mercenaries in violation of international law in the Libyan and 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflicts.42 

In a letter to the U.N. Secretary General, dated 10 December 2020, the Permanent Representative 
of Armenia to the United Nations annexed a Report on the use of Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF) 
by Azerbaijan in the Aggression to Suppress the Inalienable Rights of the People of Artsakh 
(Nagorno-Karabakh) to Self-Determination. The report mentions the recruitment of FTFs in 
Ankara-controlled territories in Syria “by employees of the private military company SADAT, 
with the assistance of field commanders of the SNA.” The report, which cites the Kommersant 
news agency, states that the recruitment occurred in the Syrian cities of Afrin, Al-Bab, Ras Al-Ain 
and Tel Abyad. The fighters were transported to the city of Sanliurfa in Turkey, which is 40km 
from the border with Syria, and then transferred to the conflict zone by SADAT charter flights.43 

Similar reports regarding SADAT’s transfer of mercenaries to Nagorno-Karabakh have been 
released from the Republic of Armenia. The National Central Bureau of Interpol in Armenia 
released an internal investigative report confirming that Syrian mercenary recruitment was 
conducted by Adnan Tanriverdi through SADAT.44  The report found that SADAT recruitment 
has been conducted in Syrian regions that are under Turkish military control, particularly in the 
Afrin region of northern Syria, in the suburbs of Aleppo, as well as within terrorist militant groups 
including Ahrar al-Sharqiya, Ahrar al-Sham, Arhar al-Sharqiya, the Sultan Murad Division, 
Suleiman Shah, and Sham legion.45  These facts are further confirmed in the Investigative 
Committee of Armenia’s November 8, 2020 charges against Mohammad Hussein al-Jasim (Abu 

 
40 Turkey’s Islamic defense consultancy takes on West (2021, October 22) France 24 (Live News). Retrieved from 
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211022-turkey-s-islamic-defence-consultancy-takes-on-west [See 
Exhibit 29] 

41 Nagorno-Karabackh’s Syrian Mercenaries | Turkish government continues recruitment in complete secrecy, 
number of fighters in Azerbaijan jumps to 1,650 with over 125 killed so far (2020, October 15) Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights. Retrieved from https://www.syriahr.com/en/188272/ [See Exhibit 30] 

42 Joint Motion for Resolution on the Syrian Conflict – 10 years after uprising (2021, March 3) European 
Parliament. Retrieved from https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0088_EN.html [See 
Exhibit 31] 

43 Margaryan, M. (2020, December 14) United Nations General Assembly, Security Council 75th session. Retrieved 
from https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/A/75/644 [See Exhibit 32] 

44 Police of Armenia Interpol Report, Dated December 24, 2020 [See Exhibit 33] 

45 Ibid. 
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Amsha), the head of the Suleiman Shah Brigade.46  The conviction found that Al-Jasim organized 
three-month-long trainings in the military center of the northern Syrian town of Shaykh Hadid 
during which the mercenaries underwent skills and weapons training.47 Al-Jasim was recently 
sanctioned by the U.S. Government.48 

Additional Intelligence from the Republic of Armenia, including direct testimony from Muhrab 
Muhammad al-Shker, a captured mercenary, and the Armenian Interpol report detail how 
mercenaries were recruited, trained, and deployed to Nagorno-Karabakh.49  Al-Shker’s testimony 
confirmed that he traveled to the Syrian town of Shaykh Hadid where he agreed to serve as a 
mercenary for $2,000 USD or the equivalent amount in Turkish lira.50  Thereafter, he traveled to 
the checkpoint of Al Ghus.51  The Armenian Interpol Report confirms that the mercenaries were 
taken through the border checkpoint of Kilis which was populated with terrorist groups including 
Al Hamza Brigade and the Caucus Martyrs.52  Al-Shker testifies that upon his arrival to Kilis, there 
were 250 mercenaries who were split up into 5 groups.53  From there, Al-Shker along with other 
mercenaries were led by Abu-Hamsha across the Turkish border by foot. This border crossing 
occurred without any identification for the mercenaries and with the permission of the Turkish 
border guard services.54 

From Kilis, the mercenaries were transported to Gaziantep and other Turkish airports by Turkish 
Special Forces.55  Thereafter, those mercenary groups were transported, group by group, to 
Azerbaijan.  There are additional reports that on October 4, 2020 and October 17, 2020, Turkish 
Special Forces transported mercenaries from the Ahrar al-Sharqiya and Al-Hamza terrorist 
factions from Ras al-Ayn to the Syrian-Turkish border. From there the mercenaries were 
transported to Turkey, and from there to Azerbaijan to fight in the Nagorno-Karabakh war.56 

 
46  Republic of Armenia’s Investigative Committee’s November 8, 2020 charges against Mohammad Hussein al-
Jasim [See Exhibit 34]; Involvement of armed terrorists and mercenaries is proved by sufficient evidence – 
Prosecution (November, November 27)  Retrieved from https://armenpress.am/en/article/1036107 [See Exhibit 35] 

47 Id. 

48 Treasury Sanctions Two Syria-Based Militias Responsible for Serious Human Rights Abuses in Northern Syria | 
U.S. Department of the Treasury (2023, August 17) Retrieved from https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-
releases/jy1699 [See Exhibit 36] 

49 February 23, 2021 decision of Judge M. Martirosyan regarding Criminal Defendant Muhrab Muhammad al-
Shker’s mediation, case number 69108320 [See Exhibit 37] 

50 Ibid. 

51 Ibid.  

52 Police of Armenia Interpol Report, Dated December 24, 2020 [ See Exhibit 33] 

53 February 23, 2021 decision of Judge M. Martirosyan regarding Criminal Defendant Muhrab Muhammad al-
Shker’s mediation, case number 69108320 [See Exhibit 37]; Syrian militant detained in Armenia says Suleyman-
Shah chief Abu Hamsha brought them (2020, November 1) Retrieved from https://armenpress.am/en/article/1033493  
[See Exhibit 38] 

54 Id. 

55 Police of Armenia Interpol Report, Dated December 24, 2020 [See Exhibit 33] 

56 Police of Armenia Interpol Report, Dated December 24, 2020 [See Exhibit 33] 
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The Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security (“JISS”) reported in January 2021 that Turkey’s 
use of SADAT to recruit, organize and transport Syrian mercenaries in Nagorno-Karabakh was 
similar to Turkey’s use of SADAT in Libya. The report claimed that the mercenaries deployed in 
Nagorno-Karabakh were primarily fighters from the SNA, and that the deployment took place 
together with the use of specialists from the official Turkish armed forces.57 For serving in the 
southern Caucasus for 3 - 6 months, fighters were offered monthly salaries of $1,500-2000. 
According to fighters’ testimony obtained by the JISS, the mercenaries were transported out of 
Syria was through the Kilis border to the Gaziantep Airport, and from there flown by a SADAT-
chartered A-400 transport aircrafts to Istanbul Airport, where they boarded flights to Baku, 
Azerbaijan.58 

The Washington Post conducted interviews with family members of Syrian mercenaries killed in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The family members confirmed the presence of “mercenary recruiters” in 
northern Syria, saying that young men in their family were offered $2,000 per month to fight for 
Azerbaijan.59 

Although Azerbaijan and Turkey have denied using mercenaries in Nagorno-Karabakh,  
researchers have compiled an overwhelming amount of photographic and other evidence to the 
contrary60 posted by fighters and journalists on the field.61, 62 

2. SADAT's collaboration with the SNA and other umbrella mercenary organizations 
in Northern Syria 

From the beginning of the Syrian uprising in 2011, Turkey was a crucial backer in the armed effort 
to overthrow the Assad regime. Turkey trained, equipped, paid and deployed Syrian rebel militias 
known as the Syrian National Army (“SNA” Previously known as the “Free Syrian Army”), who 

 
57 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

58 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E.  & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

59 Fahim, K., Khurshudyan, I., & Zakaria, Z., (2020, October 14) Death of Syrian mercenaries show how Turkey, 
Russia could get sucked into Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The Washington Post. Retrieved from 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/azerbaijan-armenia-turkey-nagorno-
karabakh/2020/10/13/2cdca1e6-08bf-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html [See Exhibit 39] 

60 Mckeever, A., (2020, October 26) SNA mercenaries in Azerbaijan; the Visual Evidence. Akmckeever.com. 
Retrieved from https://akmckeever.com/2020/10/26/sna-mercenaries-in-azerbaijan-the-visual-evidence/ [See Exhibit 
40] 

61 Cookman., L., (2020, October 5) Syrians Make Up Turkeys’ Proxy Army in Nagorno-Karabkh. 
Foreignpolicy.com. Retrieved from https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/05/nagorno-karabakh-syrians-turkey-
armenia-azerbaijan/ [See Exhibit 41] 

62 Butler, E. (2020, October 10) The Syrian mercenaries used as ‘cannon fodder’ in Nagorno Karabakh. BBC News. 
Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-55238803 [See Exhibit 42] 
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operated under Turkish command.63  Dr. Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak and Dr. Jonathan Spyer 
refer to Syria as the first and prime example of Turkey’s new method of proxy warfare, using local 
mercenary forces recruited with the involvement of SADAT, “a quasi-governmental agency.”64 

3. SADAT's collaboration with the Turkish military. 

In a radio interview with a Turkish radio station on January 22, 2021, Melih Tanrıverdi, son of 
Adnan Tanriverdi, admitted that SADAT works with the Turkish intelligence agency (MIT) and 
coordinates actions with Turkish diplomats and defense officials. In a video of the interview 
published on Nordic Monitor, Melih Tanriverdi stated that SADAT communicates with the MIT 
when considering requests from foreign entities to provide military, defense and technical 
assistance.  “We do the following when we receive an offer that meets our own service provision 
criteria. We communicate the offer from a country to the Turkish Foreign Ministry. We also 
provide information to the National Intelligence Organization [MIT] and the Ministry of Defense 
about the request and ask for their views. This is the way we work.”65 

There have also been reports in the Turkish press that SADAT maintains a series of bases in 
Turkey’s north-western Marmara region to train the proxy forces. At least one of these bases in 
the Kocaeli province (called Ulaşlı camp) formerly belonged to the Turkish Navy, according to a 
2012 report by the Turkish daily Aydınlık.66  SADAT has denied the claim.67   

The Aydınlık article reports that SADAT personnel working in these facilities transported fighters 
from Syria for training activities in groups of 300-400. JISS has noted that activities at this scale 
cannot possibly be undertaken without the knowledge, and tacit support, of the MIT and Turkish 
government.68 

 
63 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

64 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 

65 Bozkurt, A., (2021, May 2) Turkish Paramilitary Firm SADAT’s CEO Admits Working with Turkish Intelligence 
Agency MIT. Nordic Monitor. Retrieved from https://nordicmonitor.com/2021/03/turkish-paramilitary-firm-sadats-
ceo-admits-it-works-with-the-turkish-intelligence-agency-mit/ [See Exhibit 4] 

66 Important information about SADAT emerged (2021, November 28) ULUSAL.com. Retrieved from 
https://www.ulusal.com.tr/gundem/sadat-ile-ilgili-onemli-bilgiler-ortaya-cikti-h5201.html [See Exhibit 43] 

67 Light’s Dark Slander; Aydinlik’s DARK Slander (2012, September 06). SADAT.com. Retrieved from 
https://www.sadat.com.tr/tr/hakkimizda/haberler/213-aydinlik-in-karanlik-iftirasi.html [See Exhibit 44] 

68 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 
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In September 2012, a member of the Turkish parliament, Ali Riza Ozturk, submitted an official 
inquiry69 with a list of questions to the government about SADAT’s alleged training and equipping 
of fighters in Syria and Turkey, including ISIS. Ozturk also asked whether the government’s 
refusal to allow MPs to inspect a camp in the Hatay province was related to SADAT’s presence 
and training in that camp.70  The government did not provide any substantive response and the 
questions were subsequently expunged from the record.71  

In an interview with the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, Prof. Howard Eissenstat, an expert 
on Turkey at New York’s St. Lawrence University stated that there is no doubt that SADAT has 
worked closely with the Turkish government in Syria and Libya, adding that the company is very 
explicit about the idea for projecting Turkish power in the Muslim world.72 

A report by U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Army officer Matt Powers called SADAT a “facilitator 
between Ankara and Syrian proxy fighters” that Turkey then sends to other war zones.73 

Dr. Jonathan Spyer, senior fellow at the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security has referred 
to SADAT as Erdogan’s private military and paramilitary system.74  He writes that as the sole and 
leading provider of military training in Turkey, SADAT can be considered a continuation of the 
“deep state” informal units that existed in the pre-Erdogan period.75  Former U.S. Pentagon official 
Michael Rubin wrote in 2017, “It is clear that SADAT follows and enforces Erdoğan’s agenda 
without the constraints of being a government entity,” comparing the organization to the Turkish 

 
69 Rubin, M. (2017, May 30) Has SADAT become Erdogan’s Revolutionary Guards? American Enterprise Institute 
(AEI). Retrieved from https://www.aei.org/foreign-and-defense-policy/middle-east/has-sadat-become-erdogans-
revolutionary-guards/ [See Exhibit 45] 

70 Id. 

71 Jacinto, L. (2017, July 13) Turkey’s Post-Coup Purge and Erdogan’s Private Army. Foreign Policy Magazine 
(FP) Retrieved from https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/07/13/turkeys-post-coup-purge-and-erdogans-private-army-
sadat-perincek-gulen/ [See Exhibit 46] 

72 Erdogan nurtures elite mercenary force to rival Russia’s Wagner Group (2020, September 28) Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights. Retrieved from https://www.syriahr.com/en/185997/ [See Exhibit 47] 

73 Powers, M. (2021, October 8) Making Sense of SADAT, Turkey’s Private Military Company. Warontherocks.com. 
Retrieved from https://warontherocks.com/2021/10/making-sense-of-sadat-turkeys-private-military-company/ [See 
Exhibit 48] 

74 Spyer, J. (2018, April 24) Erdogan’s Shadow Army: The Influence of the “Sadat,” Turkey’s Private Defense 
Group. The Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/spyer-erdogans-
shadow-army-influence-sadat-turkeys-private-defense-group/ [See Exhibit 49] 

75 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Turkish Militias and Proxies. The Jerusalem Institute for 
Strategy and Security. Retrieved from https://jiss.org.il/en/yanarocak-spyer-turkish-militias-and-proxies/ [See 
Exhibit 6] 



SENSITIVE – FOR INTERNAL GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER FOIA EXEMPTIONS 4, 6, 7 

  
 

16 

equivalent of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard.76  In local media, Turkish journalist Çiğdem Toker 
wrote that SADAT increasingly appears to act as Erdogan’s personal militia.77   

Section 4. National Interest Argument & Explanation of Foreseeable Impact 

It is in the U.S. government’s interest to ensure that use of mercenaries and other forms of ill 
treatment and human rights abuse will not go unnoticed or unpunished. As demonstrated in the 
preceding, SADAT, and Melih Tanriverdi’s abuses are well-known and well-documented. The 
designation of Melih Tanriverdi, and SADAT as an organization, would demonstrate the 
commitment and leadership of the United States to promoting accountability among human rights 
violators.  

These designations are aligned with the aims set out in Executive Order 13818, in which the 
President articulated a finding that human rights abuses outside the United States “undermine the 
values that form an essential foundation of stable, secure, and functioning societies” and “degrade 
the rule of law.” SADAT and Melih Tanriverdi are, and have been, engaged in systemic and 
widespread human rights abuses, which are the type of activity specifically targeted under 
Executive Order 13818.  

In addition, the U.S. Congress and President Biden have specifically recognized the geopolitical 
significance of the use of mercenaries in the Armenia-Azerbaijan war of 2020. The National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (P.L. 117-81), which President Biden signed into 
law on December 27, 2021, requires the Secretary of Defense to report on this conflict, including 
“involvement of foreign actors… and efforts by parties to the conflict or foreign actors to recruit 
or employ foreign fighters or private military organizations during the conflict” (Section 1302).  

Sanctioning SADAT and Melih Tanriverdi for the human rights abuse documented herein is 
consistent with the intent of the Global Magnitsky Statute, Executive Order 13818, and the 
ongoing attention of the President and the Congress in the use of mercenaries and other foreign 
influence campaigns.  

The U.S. government has also shown grave misgivings with respect to the so-called private 
military companies (PMCs) that have spawned an industry in manufacturing shadowy 
paramilitaries or “armies for hire.” State actors such as Russia and Turkey have come to rely on 
these private armies to pursue their expansionist objectives with little or no accountability even 
when the most fundamental norms of armed conflict are violated. Perhaps the most egregious 
example of a PMC is the Wagner Group, whose fighters have been unleashed on the Ukrainian 
people.78  The world has become all too familiar with the innumerable war crimes committed by 

 
76 Rubin, M. (2017, May 30) Has SADAT become Erdogan’s Revolutionary Guards? American Enterprise Institute 
(AEI). https://www.aei.org/foreign-and-defense-policy/middle-east/has-sadat-become-erdogans-revolutionary-
guards/ [See Exhibit 45] 

77 Toker, C. (2016, August 17) Erdogan is setting up a guard regiment for himself. Cumhuriyet.com. Retrieved from 
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/koseyazisi/586244/Erdogan_kendine_muhafiz_alayi_kuruyor.html [See Exhibit 50] 

78 The Wagner Group recruits and deploys mercenaries, primarily Russian nationals, to conflict zones and its 
fighters are often former military personnel, including special forces veterans. 
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the Wagner Group not just in Ukraine but also in Syria and in many parts of Africa.  It has become 
an invaluable tool for Russia in pursuing Kremlin’s foreign policy objectives.  

Turkey under Erdogan has followed suit in the use of mercenaries, organized and deployed through 
SADAT, which in its role as a facilitator between Turkey and Syrian proxy fighters, has borrowed 
heavily from Wagner Group’s modus operandi. SADAT is in the same sanguinary league as these 
heinous Wagnerites but with the additional attribute that SADAT is also infused with an anti-
Western Islamist ideological bent, courtesy of its founder, Adnan Tanriverdi.  SADAT’s own 
manifesto reveals the company’s intention to “contribute to the emergence of the world of Islam 
as a super power.” It has embraced Erdogan’s foreign policy objectives which are animated by 
overtly Islamist and jingoistic themes that are deeply antagonistic to American interests and 
values.79  

Over the course of the Syrian conflict, factions associated with the SNA have developed 
affiliations with extremist groups such as Hayat Tahrir al-Sham or other Islamist factions. These 
groups espouse ideologies and engage in activities that are contrary to the principles and goals of 
the United States, including promoting extremist ideologies and posing a threat to regional stability 
and security. SADAT’s Syrian mercenaries have also contributed to the proliferation of arms 
within Syria and other parts of the Middle East. Such proliferation has resulted in the arming of 
extremist groups that are hostile to US interests and which has had a destabilizing effect in the 
region. Finally, the litany of human rights abuses committed by the SNA militias, including 
extrajudicial killings, torture, and forced displacement, are directly contrary to US interest and 
values in promoting respect for human rights and rule of law in Syria and throughout the Middle 
East.  

With the help of SADAT, Turkey’s use of militia groups in creating “manageable chaos” in 
neighboring countries to its advantage is not likely to end, especially in light of Erdogan’s recent 
re-election. This means more violence, more bloodshed, and countless deaths of innocent civilians 
in the future. The U.S. has sanctioned the leadership of the Wagner Group and numerous entities 
and individuals globally that support the Wagner Group under various authorities.80 SADAT is of 
the same ilk. It is time for the U.S. to sanction SADAT and its leadership, sending a message that 
PMCs like SADAT and their private armies and the destruction they bring will not be tolerated. 

 
79 Erdogan’s vision of an Islamist expansion continues to be implemented. Soon after the United States left Kabul, 
Erdogan proposed that Turkish “private military contractors” – viz. SADAT – be used to provide security. 
According to Ali Cosar, a retired colonel and board member of SADAT, Turkey must build a new Afghanistan that 
is run by the Taliban. On the website of Turkey’s Association of Justice Defenders Strategic Studies Center 
(ASSAM), Cosar argues for “the historical parallel between modern Taliban religious warriors and Seljuk and 
Ottoman Turks in following Sharia law during their rule and considers  the Taliban as “the 21st century’s religious 
warriors who once again prioritized asymmetrical warfare and embraced martyrdom and becoming veterans for their 
homeland, and prevailed over the conventional superpowers backed by special forces in the mountainous Central 
Asian terrain.” SADAT’s Tanriverdi is ASSAM’s president.  

80   Treasury Sanctions Russian Proxy Wagner Group as a Transnational Criminal Organization (2023, January 
26). Retrieved from https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1220  [See Exhibit 51];  Treasury Sanctions 
Wagner Group-linked Companies in the Central African Republic  (2024, May 30) Retrieved from 
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2384 [See Exhibit 69] 
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Section 5. Summary of Evidence 

Serious Human Rights Abuses in Syria:  

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN SYRIA BY THE SYRIAN NATIONAL ARMY 

The Syrian National Army 

There is little doubt that the SNA is a product of the Turkish military. More than simply an 
umbrella term for various pro-Turkish factions fighting in Northern Syria, the SNA is a unifying 
organization with a well-defined command-and-control structure.81  Indeed, its precursor, the Free 
Syrian Army, was founded in Turkey by Sunni-Arab defectors from Assad’s Syrian Arab Army. 
Initially, the FSA was a collection of decentralized and irregular armed groups united by their 
antipathy for the Assad regime and sympathy with Erdogan’s religious conservatism. Turkey saw 
an opportunity in the alignment of political objectives and used it to transform the FSA into 
something more organized and capable of carrying out military operations under the control of the 
Turkish military. Through its military intelligence services, Turkey trained and equipped FSA 
fighters. This partnership was put into use in 2016, when the FSA fought alongside the Turkish 
military in Operation Euphrates Shield, which led to the Turkish occupation of northern Syria.82  

In 2017, the Syrian Interim Government, with active support from Turkey, rebranded the original 
FSA groups, apart from factions that split off to form the National Front for Liberation (NLF), as 
the SNA. In 2019, Turkey forced a merger between the SNA and the NLF, subsuming the NLF 
under the command-and-control structure of the SNA and effectively placing approximately 
80,000 Syrian fighters under the Turkish military’s control.83  The biggest factions within the SNA 
are Ahrar al-Sham, Ahrar al-Sharqiyah, Faylaq al-Sham, Firka Hamza, Firka Sultan Murad, Free 
Idlib Army, Jabhat Shamiyah, Jaysh al-Islam, Jaysh al-Ahrar, Jaysh a- Nasr, Jaysh al-Sharqiya, 
and Jaysh al-Nukhba.84 

While the SNA proclaims to be the army of Syria’s opposition, its factions are under the command 
of the Turkish military and intelligence.  Strategic decisions are made inside “the operations 
room.”85  Turkey pays their salaries; Turkish hospitals care for the wounded; and SADAT along 

 
81 Yüksel, E. (2019, November) CRU Report – Strategies of Turkish proxy warfare in northern Syria, CRU Report. 
Clingadael.com. Retrieved from https://www.clingendael.org/pub/2019/strategies-of-turkish-proxy-warfare-in-
northern-syria/ [See Exhibit 52] 

82 Turkey’s Operation in Syria’s Afrin: The key players (2018, January 22) Al Jazeera Staff. Retrieved from 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/1/22/turkeys-operation-in-syrias-afrin-the-key-players [See Exhibit 53] 

83 Biden, S. (2024, May 6) The Militarization and Exploitation of Northern Syria, The Human Security Center. 
Retrieved from http://www.hscentre.org/uncategorized/militarization-exploitation-northern-syria/ [See Exhibit 54] 

84 Al-Khateb, K. (2019, April 25) Syria Opposition Receives Military Training from Turkey Ahead of Potential 
Battle Against SDF. Almonitor.com. Retrieved from https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/04/syria-fsa-
turkey-army-training-battle-kurds-sdf.html [See Exhibit 55] 

85 Yüksel, E. (2019, November) CRU Report – Strategies of Turkish proxy warfare in northern Syria, CRU Report. 
Clingadael.com. Retrieved from https://www.clingendael.org/pub/2019/strategies-of-turkish-proxy-warfare-in-
northern-syria/ [See Exhibit 52] 
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with the Turkish forces give them military training. Although limited autonomy is ceded to the 
militias, ultimate control remains firmly in the hands of the Turkish military and intelligence 
services, ensuring Turkey’s military and political objectives within these territories are maintained.  

In 2018, the Turkish army together with its SNA proxies launched a major cross-border operation 
into the Kurdish-majority Afrin district. Dubbed “Operation Olive Branch,” the invasion of Afrin 
involved aerial attacks on well over 100 locations, a force of 6,400 Turkish troops, and up to 25,000 
members of the SNA.  Around 500 civilians were killed and another 700 injured during the Turkish 
offensive. Moreover, key facilities and services were targeted including hospitals, schools, and 
water-supply facilities. Many of these attacks were not isolated incidents but repeated and meant 
to deprive the population of essential civilian infrastructure. As a result of the 2018 invasion, close 
to 300,000 persons were forced to flee Afrin. 

Following Operation Olive Branch, the Turkish armed forces commenced Operation Peace Spring 
in October of 2019 “with the launch of air strikes and artillery shelling on Syrian border towns, 
including Ayn al-Arab (Kobane), Tall Abyad, Ra’s al-Ayn and Qamishli.”86  The SNA, financially 
and logistically supported by Turkish forces, formed the majority of the ground forces of the 
offensive, with some units deploying “tanks, light personnel carriers and several types of 
artillery.”87  By November, Turkey secured an area referred to as a “safe zone”, stretching between 
Tall Abyad and Ra’s al-Ayn.  

Much like the previous invasion in 2018, the launch of Operation Peace Spring caused mass waves 
of displacement as more than 100,000 civilians fled the initial attack. This number swelled to more 
than “175,000 displaced individuals” by late October, including “approximately 80,000 children” 
as hostilities intensified and access to essential services was severely diminished.88  

Human Rights Violations (Afrin and Ra’s al-Ayn Regions) 

The SNA holds control over vast swaths in northern Syria including Afrin and Ra’s al-Ayn regions.  
Areas under the SNA’s control are operated as local fiefdoms and hubs of criminal activity. 
Kurdish civilians still living in these areas are subjected an “onslaught of violations,” including 
“hostage-taking, cruel treatment, torture, and rape” as well as economic deprivations and abuses.89  
Over 10% of all arable land has been expropriated in Afrin. Factions and their commanders line 
their pockets through looting, extortion, and forceful expropriation of real estate.  Dispossession 
occurs in a “systematic” manner and routinely by way of intimidation and threats of violence.90  

Civilians of Kurdish origin are detained, beaten, and tortured, and systematically displaced from 
their homes through threats, extortion, murder, abduction, and detention. Abductions and 

 
86 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (2020, January 28) 
United Nations, General Assembly, Human Rights Council – 43rd Session. Retrieved from 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/57 [See Exhibit 56] 

87 Ibid. 

88 Ibid. 

89 Ibid. 

90 Ibid. 
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detentions especially of Kurdish men is a common occurrence. When detained, civilians are often 
beaten, tortured, deprived of food or water, or denied of due process. In one case cited by the 
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria, a boy was held in detention for nine 
months. While detained, “the boy was handcuffed and hung from a ceiling,” and then “blindfolded 
and repeatedly beaten with plastic tubes” in the presence of members of the SNA and Turkish 
officials.91  Other cases documented by the Commission reveal even more extreme forms of 
torture. On at least two occasions in 2019, as a way to instill fear and extract their confessions, 
male detainees were beaten and forced to watch the gang-rape of a minor.92 

The fate of Kurdish and Yazidi women throughout the Afrin and Ra’s al-Ayn regions continues to 
be precarious. When outside their homes, women are at risk of being threatened with rape or being 
actually raped. In another case, two women were detained at Turkish military checkpoint operated 
by SNA militiamen. According to one of the women, during interrogation, “she had been 
threatened with rape and beaten on the head by Syrian National Army members, in the presence 
of Turkish officials.”93  These persistent and ubiquitous threats of sexual violence from various 
SNA militias has engendered an atmosphere of intimidation and fear, leaving women no choice 
but either to confine themselves to their homes or simply flee and join the ranks of millions of 
Syrian refugees.94 

Throughout the occupied region, the property of Kurdish residents has been systematically looted 
and appropriated by SNA members. The examples of appropriation of property and land are 
numerous and ongoing. Civilians living in the Afrin region described how members of SNA’s 
Suleiman Shah Brigade went door to door instructing Kurdish families to vacate their houses so 
that those “arriving from outside of Afrin” would be accommodated. In many cases, punitive 
measures are contrived as a means to force people out of their homes.  For example, residents 
recounted how they had been forced to pay a “tax” as a precondition for being allowed to remain 
in the homes.  In another example, a senior official of a SNA brigade demanded proof of ownership 
from the Kurdish inhabitants of a large residential complex. One of the residents who was unable 
to provide such proof was berated and told by an official that “if it were up to me, I would kill 
every Kurd from 1 to 80 years old.”95  Fearing for his and his family’s safety, the man abandoned 
his home and fled.   

As in Afrin, the civilian properties of Kurdish owners in the Ra’s al-Ayn region who had fled 
battles during Operation Peace Spring were also appropriated by SNA forces. Members of the 

 
91 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (2020, August 14) 
United Nations, General Assembly, Human Rights Council – 45th Session. Retrieved from 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31 [See Exhibit 57]  

92 Ibid. 

93 Ibid. 

94 State of the Occupation: Documenting Rights Abuses in the Turkish Occupied Regions of North and East Syria 
(2021, June 29) Rojava Information Center. Retrieved from https://rojavainformationcenter.com/2021/06/state-of-
the-occupation-a-new-quarterly-report-on-rights-violations-in-turkish-occupied-nes/ [See Exhibit 58] 

95 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (2020, August 14) 
United Nations, General Assembly, Human Rights Council – 45th Session. Retrieved from 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31 [See Exhibit 57] 
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Hamza Brigade engaged in widespread looting and property confiscation, “including by marking 
house walls with the names of individual brigades.”96  Civilians gave consistent accounts about 
“their inability to return to their homes, which had been looted and occupied by the brigades or 
their families in the immediate aftermath of hostilities.”97  Often civilians were instructed “not to 
return by SNA  commanders and fighters.”98  Looted items “were transported and sold through a 
coordinated process” using warehouses for storage, indicating “a premeditated policy.”99  
Appropriated homes have been put to use in a number of ways. In one case, the home of a Kurdish 
family was appropriated by members of the Hamza Brigade and was later converted into “an 
institute for Qur’anic studies run by a Turkish NGO.”100  The residents of one village were 
prevented from returning to their homes because they had been appropriated “for military purposes 
by Turkish armed forces.”101 

Of these rights violations, by far the execution of the Kurdish political activist, Hevrin Khalaf has 
garnered the most attention. On October 12, 2019, Khalaf was ambushed and captured by members 
of Ahrar al-Sharquiya.102  She was dragged out of her car, beaten, and shot. Khalaf’s autopsy 
revealed multiple shots to the head and fractures to the legs, face, and skull.103  Since her execution, 
several videos were circulated on social media purportedly showing the body of Khalaf and 
fighters from Ahrar al-Sharquiya.104 

Civilians living in these areas face violence and systematically subjected to human rights abuses 
including detentions, killings, beatings, and abductions. Since the invasions, close to 8,500 persons 
have been detained or kidnapped by the occupation forces and at least 15% of all arrests involve 
torture. At least 1,100 of those arrested have not been heard from, of which 150 have been women. 
Around 70 women have reported being raped, though numbers are likely to be much higher.105  

 
96 Ibid. 

97 Ibid. 

98 Ibid. 

99 Ibid. 

100 Ibid. 

101 Ibid. 

102 Syria: Damning evidence of war crimes and other violations by Turkish forces and their allies (2019, October 
18) Amnesty International. Retrieved from https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/10/syria-damning-
evidence-of-war-crimes-and-other-violations-by-turkish-forces-and-their-allies/ [See Exhibit 59] 

103 Ibid. 

104 Higgins, E. (2019, October 31) Video Evidence Sheds Light on Executions Near Turkey-Syria Border. Bellingcat. 
Retrieved from https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2019/10/31/video-evidence-sheds-light-on-executions-near-
turkey-syria-border/ [See Exhibit 60] 

105 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (2020, August 14) 
United Nations, General Assembly, Human Rights Council – 45th Session. Retrieved from 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31 [See Exhibit 57] 
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Serious Human Rights Abuse by SADAT in Libya: 

SADAT is responsible for the training and transfer of Syrian mercenaries to numerous conflict 
zones, including to Libya. The use of these mercenaries is in violation of international law. A letter 
addressed to Turkey on June 10, 2020 from several special procedures of the UN Human Rights 
Council asserted that “the deployment of mercenaries to an armed conflict may threaten several 
human rights, including, inter alia: the right to life, freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment, the right to liberty and security of person, and freedom from 
arbitrary arrest and detention.”106 

The mercenaries in Libya are recruited through predatory and deceitful recruitment tactics. This 
includes the hiring of children, under the age of 18 to fight in Libya. In the June 10, 2020 letter to 
Turkey, the UN special procedure expressed alarm by the alleged recruitment of Syrian children 
to take part in the hostilities in Libya. As noted in this Letter, the Working Group on the use of 
mercenaries has found children recruited to take part in hostilities are exposed to a broad range of 
human rights abuses. The letter also summarizes a portion of a joint report prepared by the Special 
Rapporteur on sale and sexual exploitation of children and the Special Rapporteur on trafficking 
in persons, especially women and children, that confirms that situations of armed conflict expose 
children to “multifaceted vulnerabilities and put them at a higher risk of, inter alia, being trafficked, 
sold and sexually exploited, and used in the worst forms of child labor.” As further expressed by 
the Working Group in this letter, “[t]he recruitment of Syrian boys who have been deprived of 
most of their childhood by the long and brutal conflict in Syria only to see their vulnerable social 
and economic situation being exploited and to be recruited and used as mercenaries is a matter of 
utmost concern.”107 

In addition, many of the Syrian mercenaries were promised high salaries and foreign passports to 
lure them into signing up for deployment. Lindsey Snell, an American journalist covering conflict 
and crises in the Caucasus, Middle East and North Africa has received reports from SNA militants 
who claimed to sign up for deployment to Libya on the promise of $2,000 a month salary. But, 
across all factions of the SNA, Snell confirmed that the average monthly payments of SNA 
militants is around $400.108  Separately and pursuant to testimony obtained by JISS from a fighter 
of the Jabhat al Shamiya, one of the component militias of the SNA, fighters were promised a 
salary of $3,000 a month to go to Libya. However those promises were dishonest and fighters only 
received $1,200.109  Further, some mercenaries who were sent to Libya were recruited under the 

 
106 Public Communication File – Working Group –Letter Addressed to OHCHR (2020, June 10) United Nations, 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Retrieved from 
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25292 [See Exhibit 18] 

107 Ibid. 

108 Snell, L. (2020, September 30) Turkey’s Syrian Mercenaries in Karabackh “Feel Tricked” as Bodies Pile Up. 
Ishgal.com. Retrieved from http://ishgal.com/turkeys-syrian-mercenaries-in-karabakh-feel-tricked-as-bodies-pile-up/ 
[See Exhibit 61] 

109 Cohen Yanarocak, H.E. & Spyer, J. (2021, January 27) Erdogan’s Private Armies. Middle East Forum. Retrieved 
from https://www.meforum.org/61963/turkish-militias-and-proxies [See Exhibit 5] 
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premise that they would be employed as guards, but, found themselves fighting in the frontlines 
instead.110  

Further, the Inspector General of the Department of Defense, in a 2020 report to Congress on 
counter-terrorism operations in the U.S. Africa Command (“USAFRICOM”), confirmed that the 
Mercenaries in Libya under SADAT’s supervision were “inexperienced, uneducated, and 
motivated by promises of considerable salary.” The report also confirmed USAFRICOM’s 
findings that “there were increasing reports of theft, sexual assault and misconduct by those 
mercenaries” in Libya.111   

Finally, many of the mercenaries “were recruited through armed factions affiliated with the SNA 
that have been accused of serious human rights abuses in Syria”.112  Some of the SNA factions 
present in Libya include the Hamza Division, Sultan Murad Division, Suqur Al-Sham Brigades, 
Mu'tasim Division, Faylaq al-Sham, Ahrar al-Sharqiyah, and Suleyman-Shah Brigade. During the 
conflict in Syria, some of these factions allegedly committed war crimes and serious human rights 
abuses, such as recruitment of children, severe restrictions on women's rights in areas controlled 
by some of the groups, and extrajudicial killings. SADAT’s deployment of mercenaries to Libya 
only further perpetuated a “cycle of abuse and impunity.”113 

There is no body of contradictory, countervailing, or exculpatory evidence concerning the alleged 
human rights abuses committed by SADAT in Libya. While SADAT has routinely denied its 
involvement in foreign conflicts, those claims lack credibility given the extensive documentation 
of such acts by credible bodies, as referenced throughout this submission. 

 
110 McKernan, B. (2020, September 28) Syrian rebel fighters prepare to deploy to Azerbaijan in sign of Turkey’s 
Ambition. The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/28/syrian-rebel-fighters-
prepare-to-deploy-to-azerbaijan-in-sign-of-turkeys-ambition  [See Exhibit 62] 

111 O’Donnell, S.W., Shaw, D. R., & Calveresi Barr, A. (2020, April 1 to June 30) East Africa Counterterrorism 
Operation North and West Africa Counterterrorism Operation. Inspector General, Department of Defense of the 
United States of America, Report to the U.S. Congress. Retrieved from 
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/01/2002488340/-1/-1/1/EA-NWA_Q3_JUNE2020_FINAL_508SIGNED.PDF  
[See Exhibit 16] 

112 Libya: Violations related to mercenary activities must be investigated - UN experts (2020, June 17). United 
Nations, Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Retrieved from 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25970&LangID=E  [See Exhibit 17] 

113 Public Communication File – Working Group –Letter Addressed to OHCHR (2020, June 10) United Nations, 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Retrieved from 
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25292  [See Exhibit 
18] 
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Serious Human Rights Abuse by SADAT in Nagorno-Karabakh: 

As outlined above, SADAT is involved in the training and transfer of Syrian mercenaries to 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The use of these mercenaries is in violation of international law and has been 
condemned by the international community.114  

Further, the use of mercenaries violated the citizens of Nagorno-Karabakh’s right to self-
determination.115  The United Nations Human Rights Council, by the Resolution 42/9 resolution 
of 26 September 2019 strongly condemned use of mercenaries to impede the exercise of the right 
of peoples to self-determination, and considered it a complex crime in which criminal 
responsibility falls upon those who have recruited, employed, trained and financed the 
mercenaries. The Resolution considers the activities of the mercenaries as a threat to peace, 
security and human rights.116 

Similar to Libya,  and as confirmed by the Republic of Armenia in the Annex to the letter dated 
10 December 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Armenia to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General, the mercenaries in Nagorno-Karabakh were recruited through 
predatory and deceitful recruitment tactics.117  These predatory tactics have also been confirmed 
by various news organizations, including Reuters, BBC, the Guardian, and Foreign Policy.118  As 

 
114 Joint Motion For A Resolution on the Syrian conflict – 10 years after uprising (2021, October 3) European 
Parliament. Retrieved from https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2021-0177_EN.html [See 
Exhibit 31] 

115 Margaryan, M. (2020, December 14) Letter dated 10 December 2020 from the Permanent Representative of 
Armenia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General. United Nations, General Assembly, Security 
Council- 75th Session. Retrieved from  https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/A/75/644 [See Exhibit 32] 

116 Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 26 September 2019 (2019, October 4) United Nations, 
General Assembly, Human Rights Council – 42nd Session. Retrieved from https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/RES/42/9 [See Exhibit 63]; 
 
Second Interim Report – Updated Edition on the Azerbaijani Atrocities Against The Artsakh Population in 
September – October 2020 (2020, October 18) The Republic of Artsakh Human Rights Ombudsman. Retrieved from 
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/735  [See Exhibit 64] 

117 Margaryan, M. (2020, December 14) Letter dated 10 December 2020 from the Permanent Representative of 
Armenia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General. United Nations, General Assembly, Security 
Council- 75th Session. Retrieved from https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/A/75/644 [See Exhibit 32] 

118 Cookman, L. (2020, October 5) Syrians Make Up Turkey’s Proxy Army in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Foreignpolicy.com. Retrieved from https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/05/nagorno-karabakh-syrians-turkey-
armenia-azerbaijan/ [See Exhibit 41] 
 
McKernan, B. and Safi, M. (2020, September 30) Nagorno-Karabakh: at least three Syrian fighters killed. The 
Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/30/nagorno-karabakh-at-least-three-syrian-
fighters-killed [See Exhibit 65] 
 
McKernan, B. (2020, September 28) Syrian rebel fighters prepare to deploy to Azerbaijan in sign of Turkey’s 
ambition. The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/28/syrian-rebel-fighters-
prepare-to-deploy-to-azerbaijan-in-sign-of-turkeys-ambition  [See Exhibit 62]  
 
Turkey deploying Syrian fighters to help ally Azerbaijan, two fighters say (2020, September 28) Reuters.com. 
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detailed above, SADAT was responsible for the recruitment and training of the mercenaries sent 
to Nagorno-Karabakh. Just as in Libya, many of the Syrian mercenaries who were sent to 
Azerbaijan were promised high salaries to lure them into signing up for deployment. Many of these 
mercenaries were uniquely vulnerable to recruitment and deployment to Azerbaijan because of the 
poor financial and social conditions in Syria. Reuters found that some mercenaries were offered 
salaries of $1,500 per month—a large wage for Syria where the economy and currency has 
collapsed. These fighters confirmed that they expected to be deployed to guard facilities, not to 
fight.119  Multiple other sources have confirmed that mercenaries were recruited under the premise 
that they would be deployed as guards, when the reality is that these mercenaries found themselves 
thrown into direct clashes, oftentimes with little support from Azeri forces120.  The estimates vary 
for the death toll of these Syrian fighters, but the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-
based group that monitors the conflict in Syria, put the figure at more than 500.121  Some 
mercenaries claim that they received little protective equipment or medical support and that many 
of their fellow fighters bled to death from wounds that battlefield medics could easily have 
treated.122  

Two Syrian mercenaries were ultimately captured and faced trial in Armenia.123  The testimony of 
Muhrab Muhammad al-Shkher, one of the captured mercenaries, confirmed the poor conditions 
for the mercenaries fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh.124  Al-Shkher testified that upon arriving at a 
military facility, mercenaries were forbidden from discussing the conditions of the war—including 
discussions related to the death or injury of mercenaries—with other mercenaries. The mercenaries 
were threatened with being shot in the leg if they violated this rule.125 

 
Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-turkey-syria/turkey-deploying-syrian-
fighters-to-help-ally-azerbaijan-two-fighters-say-idUSKBN26J25A [See Exhibit 66] 
 
Butler, E. (2020, December 9) The Syrian mercenaries used as “cannon fodder” in Nagorno-Karabakh. BBC News. 
Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-55238803 [See Exhibit 42] 

119 Turkey deploying Syrian fighters to help ally Azerbaijan, two fighters say (2020, September 28) Reuters.com. 
Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-turkey-syria/turkey-deploying-syrian-
fighters-to-help-ally-azerbaijan-two-fighters-say-idUSKBN26J25A/ [See Exhibit 66] 

120 Cookman, L. (2020, October 5) Syrians Make Up Turkey’s Proxy Army in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Foreignpolicy.com. Retrieved from https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/05/nagorno-karabakh-syrians-turkey-
armenia-azerbaijan/ [See Exhibit 41] 
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Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/30/nagorno-karabakh-at-least-three-syrian-
fighters-killed [See Exhibit 65] 

121 Butler, E. (2020, December 9) The Syrian mercenaries used as “cannon fodder” in Nagorno-Karabakh. BBC 
News. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-55238803 [See Exhibit 42] 
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123 Bulghadarian, N. (2021, May 4) ‘Syrian Mercenaries’ Sentenced To Life In Prison Free Europe/Freedom 
Radio.  Retrieved from https://www.azatutyun.am/a/31237788.html See Exhibit 67] 

124 February 23, 2021 decision of Judge M. Martirosyan regarding Criminal Defendant Muhrab Muhammad al-
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Additionally, the mercenaries were instructed to commit numerous human rights violations in 
Nagorno Karabakh. Al-Shkher confirmed that Syrian mercenaries sent to Artsakh were told that 
they would receive an additional $100 for each dead Armenian.126  Al-Shkher further confirmed 
that he and his group of mercenaries were ordered to kill all soldiers and civilians in a village.127  
The Syrian Mercenaries were instructed not to leave anyone alive and to burn down and blow up 
all homes.128  The conviction of al-Shkher further confirms that on October 11, 2020, mercenaries 
intruded into the town of Hadrut, burned homes, and violently killed civilians, including a woman 
and her disabled son.129  

Finally, many of the mercenaries deployed to Azerbaijan are affiliated with arms groups and 
individuals that have been affiliated with “serious human rights abuses during the conflict in 
Syria.”130  The Republic of Armenia criminally convicted Mohammad Hussein al-Jasim (Abu 
Amsha) for his involvement in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, including recruiting, training, 
transporting, and overseeing the actions of Syrian mercenaries. Al- Jasim is the leader of the SNA 
faction, the Suleiman Shah Brigade. Al-Jasmin and the Suleiman Shah Brigade have a known 
history of their human rights abuses in Syria.131  In fact, on August 17, 2023, the United States 
Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) designated Al-Jasmin and 
the Suleiman Shah Brigade in connection with serious human rights abuses, and sanctioned them 
pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13894.132  The deployment of mercenaries to Nagorno-
Karabakh only further perpetuates a “cycle of impunity” and risks “further abuses of international 
law.”133 

There is no body of contradictory, countervailing, or exculpatory evidence concerning the alleged 
human rights abuses committed by SADAT in Nagorno-Karabakh. While SADAT has routinely 
denied its involvement in foreign conflicts, those claims lack credibility given the extensive 
documentation of such acts by credible bodies, as referenced throughout this submission. 

 
126 Bulghadarian, N. (2021, May 4) ‘Syrian Mercenaries’ Sentenced To Life In Prison Free Europe/Freedom 
Radio.  Retrieved from https://www.azatutyun.am/a/31237788.html [See Exhibit 67] 
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26494 [See Exhibit 68] 

131 Treasury Sanctions Two Syria-Based Militias Responsible for Serious Human Rights Abuses in Northern Syria | 
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Section 6. Application of Legal Standards to the Facts of the Case 

Executive Order 13818 allows foreign persons to be sanctioned for being “responsible for or 
complicit in, or to have directly or indirectly engaged in” serious human rights abuse. While the 
EO does not define this term, it clearly contemplates “gross violations of human rights.” As 
described above, the current case clearly meets this threshold.  

Each of the perpetrators named in this submission held an officer level or otherwise leadership 
position within SADAT, specifically during the period in which the severe human rights abuses 
detailed above and in the accompanying evidence were perpetrated. Moreover, the evidence 
discussed in this submission confirms that there is a pattern and practice of human rights abuse by 
SADAT that could exist only if condoned by officials at all levels of authority. Due to the 
widespread and regular nature of these abuses, and the fact that these incidents of gross violations 
of human rights pertaining to the recruitment and deployment of mercenaries in Syria, Libya and 
Nagorno-Karabagh have been well known and documented and have occurred repeatedly for a 
period of more than several years, the Armenian Bar Association submits that each of the 
individuals recommended for sanction were knowingly complicit in, and knows or should know 
that the organization they have led, or their subordinates within those entities, have been engaged 
in ongoing human rights abuses. Furthermore, the named individuals failed to take necessary 
measures to halt the abuses. 

Furthermore, with crimes in this case beginning in at least 2017 and extending into the present, the 
case meets Global Magnitsky’s recency requirement.  

As such, these cases meet the threshold of a “serious human rights abuse” and the Armenian Bar 
Association hereby submits these individuals to be considered for sanctions under the Global 
Magnitsky Act for their membership in SADAT, an entity that has perpetrated gross violations of 
human rights. 

Section 7. Discussion of Contrary Evidence/Arguments  

The Armenian Bar Association is not aware of any contradictory, countervailing, or exculpatory 
evidence concerning the alleged responsibility of Melih Tanriverdi for acts of serious human 
rights abuses committed by SADAT members under his command. While the SADAT has 
routinely denied that members of its organization commit serious human rights abuses, the 
Armenian Bar Association finds that these claims lack credibility given the extensive 
documentation of such acts by credible bodies, as referenced throughout this submission. 
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Firm SADAT’s CEO 
Admits Working With 
Turkish Intelligence 
Agency MIT 
https://nordicmonitor.c
om/2021/03/turkish-
paramilitary-firm-
sadats-ceo-admits-it-
works-with-the-turkish-
intelligence-agency-
mit/

Nordic Monitor Abdullah Bozkurt 05/02/2021 

5 Erdogan’s Private 
Armies 
https://www.meforum.
org/61963/turkish-
militias-and-proxies

Middle East Forum Hay Eytan Cohen 
Yanarocak  
& 
Jonathan Spyer 

01/27/2021 

6 Turkish Militias and 
Proxies 
https://jiss.org.il/en/yan
arocak-spyer-turkish-
militias-and-proxies/

The Jerusalem 
Institute for 
Strategy and 
Security 

Hay Eytan Cohen 
Yanarock  
&  
Jonathan Spyer 

01/27/2021 
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7 Aim of ASSAM 
https://assam.org.tr/ind
ex.php/en/about-
us/aim-of-assam-
en.html

Group’s webpage Assam Yonetim 09/21/2020 

8 SADAT’s Mission 
https://www.sadat.com.
tr/en/about-us/our-
mission.html

Company’s 
Webpage 

N/A 

9 Turkey’s Erdogan 
selects controversial 
security contractor as 
his new advisor 
https://ahvalnews.com/r
ecep-tayyip-
erdogan/turkeys-
erdogan-selects-
controversial-security-
contractor-his-new-
advisor

Ahval News [Unknown]  10/10/2018 

10 Turkish Gov’t detains 
16 military officers 
over alleged links to 
Gülen movement 
https://stockholmcf.org/
turkish-govt-detains-
16-military-officers-
over-alleged-links-to-
gulen-movement/

Stockholm Center 
for Freedom (SCF) 

[Unknown or Staff 
writer] 

11/26/2017 

11 Turkey’s paramilitary 
contractor to SADAT 
to hold Islamic Union 
Congress for common 
defense system 
https://nordicmonitor.c
om/2020/07/assam-led-
by-paramilitary-
contractor-sadats-chief-
to-organize-
conference-on-joint-
defense-system-for-its-
islamic-union/

Nordic Monitor [Unknown or Staff 
writer] 

07/23/2020 

12 SADAT’s Training (for 
Military)

Company’s 
webpage

N/A 
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https://www.sadat.com.
tr/en/our-
services/training/trainin
g-military.html

 13 SADAT’s Training 
Modules 
https://www.sadat.com.
tr/en/our-training-
modules/general-
training-modules.html

Company’s 
webpage  

N/A 

14 SADAT’s Vision 
https://www.sadat.com.
tr/en/about-us/our-
vision.html

Company’s 
Webpage 

N/A 

15 SADAT’s News - 
Defense Reform  
https://www.sadat.com.
tr/en/about-
us/news/653-savunma-
reformu-en.html

Company’s 
webpage 

N/A 08/23/2014 

16 East Africa 
Counterterrorism 
Operation 
North and West Africa 
Counterterrorism 
Operation 
https://media.defense.g
ov/2020/Sep/01/20024
88340/-1/-1/1/EA-
NWA_Q3_JUNE2020_
FINAL_508SIGNED.P
DF

Inspector General, 
Department of 
Defense (USA) – 
Report to the U.S. 
Congress 

Sean W. O’Donnell, 
Diana R. Shaw, & Ann 
Calveresi Barr 

04/01/2020 to 
06/30/2020 

17 Libya: Violations 
related to mercenary 
activities must be 
investigated – UN 
experts 
https://www.ohchr.org/
EN/NewsEvents/Pages/
DisplayNews.aspx?Ne
wsID=25970&LangID
=E

UN Human Rights 
Office of the High 
Commissioner 

N/A 06/17/2020 
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18 Public Communication 
File - Working Group - 
Letter Addressed to 
OHCHR 
https://spcommreports.
ohchr.org/TMResultsB
ase/DownLoadPublicC
ommunicationFile?gId
=25292

UN Human Rights 
Office of the High 
Commissioner 

N/A 06/10/2020 

19 SADAT: Erdogan’s 
Private Army, Sound of 
Silence Group. 
https://purgednato.word
press.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/0
8/sadat-erdogans-
private-army-2017.pdf

08/2017 

20 Turkey prevents UN 
visit to hide its use of 
mercenaries in armed 
conflicts - 
https://nordicmonitor.c
om/2024/01/turkey-
prevents-the-un-visit-
to-hide-its-use-of-
mercenaries-in-armed-
conflicts/) 

Nordic Monitor  Bozkurt, Abdullah  01/03/2024 

21 Turkish paramilitary 
firm Sadat’s CEO 
admits working with 
Turkish intelligence 
agency 
MIThttps://nordicmonit
or.com/2021/03/turkish
-paramilitary-firm-
sadats-ceo-admits-it-
works-with-the-turkish-
intelligence-agency-
mit/

Nordic Monitor  Bozkurt, Abdullah  05/02/2021 

22 Meet Erdogan's Private 
Army - SADAT - That 
Looks To Rival 
Russia's Wagner & 
Wage Proxy War In 
Kashmir 
https://www.eurasianti

Euroasian Times Guest Author 03/04/2023 
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mes.com/meet-
erdogans-private-army-
sadat-that-looks-to-
rival-russias/

23 Fawzi Bookft…a new 
arm for Turkey in 
Libya 
https://www.eg24.news
/2020/06/fawzi-bookft-
a-new-arm-for-turkey-
in-libya.html

EG 24 News Monia Ghanmi 06/28/2020 

24 Militia Leaders in 
Benghazi (2013, 
December 28) 
https://www.nytimes.co
m/2013/12/29/world/mi
ddleeast/militia-
leaders-in-
benghazi.html

12/28/2013 

25 Turkey Sends 
Mercenaries Militants 
of different 
nationalities to Libya: 
Reports 
https://english.alarabiya
.net/News/north-
africa/2020/07/13/Turk
ey-sends-mercenaries-
militants-of-different-
nationalities-to-Libya-
Reports

Al Arabiya News Tamara Abueish 07/13/2020 

26 SADAT: the horsemen 
of apocalypse? 
https://www.duvarengli
sh.com/columns/2020/0
2/22/sadat-the-
horsemen-of-the-
apocalypse

duvaR.english – 
Turkey’s own 
independent gazette 

Zafer Yorük 02/22/2020 

27 The Role of Turkish 
Security Companies in 
Africa; Incentives and 
Risks of Expansion 
https://epc.ae/details/bri
ef/the-role-of-turkish-
security-companies-in-

Emirates Policy 
Center (EPC) 

Hamdi Bashir 08/23/2020 
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africa-incentives-and-
risks-of-expansion

28 Commentary – Libyan 
Jihadist cells in Turkey 
protected by Erdogan 
regime 
https://stockholmcf.org/
commentary-libyan-
jihadist-cells-in-turkey-
protected-by-erdogan-
regime

Stockholm Center 
for Freedom 

Abdullah Bozkurt 05/26/2017 

29 Turkey’s Islamic 
defense consultancy 
take on West 
https://www.france24.c
om/en/live-
news/20211022-turkey-
s-islamic-defence-
consultancy-takes-on-
west

France 24 (Live 
News) 

Unknown 10/22/2021 

30 Nagorno-Karabakh’s 
Syrian Mercenaries| 
Turkish government 
continues recruitment 
in complete secrecy, 
number of fighters in 
Azerbaijan jumps to 
1,650 with over 125 
killed so far  
https://www.syriahr.co
m/en/188272/

Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights 

Unknown 10/15/2020 

31 Joint Motion for 
Resolution on the 
Syrian Conflict – 10 
years after uprising 
https://www.europarl.e
uropa.eu/doceo/docume
nt/TA-9-2021-
0088_EN.html

European 
Parliament 

Unknown 03/11/2021 

32 Margaryan, M. (2020, 
December 14) Letter 
dated 10 December 
2020 from the 
Permanent 
Representative of 
Armenia to the United 

Margaryan, M.  12/14/2020 
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Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General. 
United Nations, 
General Assembly, 
Security Council- 75th

Session
33 Police of Armenia 

Interpol Report
N/A 12/24/2020 

34  Republic of Armenia’s 
Investigative 
Committee’s 
November 8, 2020 
charges against 
Mohammad Hussein 
al-Jasim

35 Involvement of armed 
terrorists and 
mercenaries is proved 
by sufficient evidence – 
Prosecution  
https://armenpress.am/e
n/article/1036107

ArmenPress 11/27/2020 

36 Treasury Sanctions 
Two Syria-Based 
Militias Responsible 
for Serious Human 
Rights Abuses in 
Northern Syria  (2023, 
August 17) 
https://home.treasury.g
ov/news/press-
releases/jy1699

Press Release  U.S. Department of 
The Treasury 

08/17/2023 

37 February 23, 2021 
decision of Judge M. 
Martirosyan regarding 
Criminal Defendant 
Muhrab Muhammad al-
Shker’s mediation, case 
number 69108320

38 Syrian militant 
detained in Armenia 
says Suleyman-Shah 
chief Abu Hamsha 
brought them via 
Turkey 

ArmenPress 11/1/2020 
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https://armenpress.am/e
n/article/1033493

39 Death of Syrian 
mercenaries show how 
Turkey, Russia could 
get sucked into 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict 
https://www.washingto
npost.com/world/middl
e_east/azerbaijan-
armenia-turkey-
nagorno-
karabakh/2020/10/13/2
cdca1e6-08bf-11eb-
8719-
0df159d14794_story.ht
ml

The Washington 
Post 

Kareem Fahim, Isabelle 
Khurshudyan  
&  
Zakaria Zakaria 

10/14/2020 

40 SNA mercenaries in 
Azerbaijan: the Visual 
Evidence 
https://akmckeever.com
/2020/10/26/sna-
mercenaries-in-
azerbaijan-the-visual-
evidence/

Akmckeever.com  Alexander Mckeever 10/26/2020 

41 Syrians Make Up 
Turkey’s Proxy Army 
in Nagorno-Karabakh 
https://foreignpolicy.co
m/2020/10/05/nagorno-
karabakh-syrians-
turkey-armenia-
azerbaijan/

Foreignpolicy.com Liz Cookman 10/05/2020 

42 The Syrian mercenaries 
used as ‘cannon fodder’ 
in Nagorno Karabakh 
https://www.bbc.com/n
ews/stories-55238803

BBC News Ed Butler 12/9/2020 

43 Important information 
about SADAT emerged 
https://www.ulusal.com
.tr/gundem/sadat-ile-
ilgili-onemli-bilgiler-
ortaya-cikti-h5201.html

ULUSAL.com Unknown 11/28/2021 
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44 Light’s Dark Slander; 
Aydinlik’s DARK 
Slander 
https://www.sadat.com.
tr/tr/hakkimizda/haberl
er/213-aydinlik-in-
karanlik-iftirasi.html

Company website Unknown 09/06/2012 

45 Has SADAT become 
Erdogan’s 
Revolutionary Guards?  
https://www.aei.org/for
eign-and-defense-
policy/middle-east/has-
sadat-become-
erdogans-
revolutionary-guards/

American 
Enterprise Institute 
(AEI) 

Michael Rubin 05/30/2017 

46 Turkey’s Post-Coup 
Purge and Erdogan’s 
Private Army 
https://foreignpolicy.co
m/2017/07/13/turkeys-
post-coup-purge-and-
erdogans-private-army-
sadat-perincek-gulen/

Foreignpolicy.com Leela Jacinto 07/13/2017 

47 Erdogan nurtures elite 
mercenary force to 
rival Russia’s Wagner 
Group 
https://www.syriahr.co
m/en/185997/

Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights 

Unknown 09/28/2020 

48 Making Sense of 
SADAT, Turkey’s 
Private Military 
Company 
https://warontherocks.c
om/2021/10/making-
sense-of-sadat-turkeys-
private-military-
company/

War on the rocks Matt Powers 10/08/2021 

49 Erdogan’s Shadow 
Army: The Influence of 
“Sadat,” Turkey’s 
Private Defense Group 
https://jiss.org.il/en/spy
er-erdogans-shadow-
army-influence-sadat-

The Jerusalem 
Institute for 
Strategy and 
Security 

Jonathan Spyer 04/24/2018 
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turkeys-private-
defense-group/

50 Erdogan is setting up a 
guard regiment for 
himself 
https://www.cumhuriye
t.com.tr/koseyazisi/586
244/Erdogan_kendine_
muhafiz_alayi_kuruyor
.html

Cumhuriyet Cigdem Toker 08/17/2016 

51 Treasury Sanctions 
Russian Proxy Wagner 
Group as a 
Transnational Criminal 
Organization (2023, 
January 
26). https://home.treasu
ry.gov/news/press-
releases/jy1220

Press Release  U.S. Department of 
The Treasury 

52 CRU Report – 
Strategies of Turkish 
proxy warfare in 
northern Syria 
https://www.clingendae
l.org/pub/2019/strategie
s-of-turkish-proxy-
warfare-in-northern-
syria/

Clingendael Engin Yüksel 11/2019 

53 Turkey’s Operation in 
Syria’s Afrin: The key 
players 
https://www.aljazeera.c
om/news/2018/1/22/tur
keys-operation-in-
syrias-afrin-the-key-
players

Al Jazeera Unknown/ Al Jazeera 
Staff 

01/22/2018 

54 The Militarization and 
Exploitation of 
Northern Syria, . 
http://www.hscentre.or
g/uncategorized/militar
ization-exploitation-
northern-syria/

Human Security 
Center 

Sam Biden 05/06/2024 

55 Syria Opposition 
Receives Military 
Training from Turkey 

AL Monitor.com Khaled al-Khateb 04/25/2019 
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Ahead of Potential 
Battle Against SDF 
https://www.al-
monitor.com/originals/
2019/04/syria-fsa-
turkey-army-training-
battle-kurds-sdf.html

56 Report of the 
Independent 
International 
Commission of Inquiry 
on the Syrian Arab 
Republic – 43rd Session 
https://undocs.org/en/A
/HRC/43/57

UN, General 
Assembly, 
Human Rights 
Council – 43rd

Session 

N/A 01/28/2020 

57 Report of the 
Independent 
International 
Commission of Inquiry 
on the Syrian Arab 
Republic – 45th Session 
https://undocs.org/en/A
/HRC/45/31

UN, General 
Assembly, Human 
Rights Council – 
45th Session 

N/A 08/14/2020 

58 The State of the 
Occupation: 
Documenting Rights 
Abuses in the Turkish 
Occupied Regions of 
North and East Syria 
https://rojavainformatio
ncenter.com/2021/06/st
ate-of-the-occupation-
a-new-quarterly-report-
on-rights-violations-in-
turkish-occupied-nes/

Rojava Information 
Center 

Unknown 06/2021 

59 Syria: Damning 
evidence of war crimes 
and other violations by 
Turkish forces and their 
allies 
https://www.amnesty.o
rg/en/latest/news/2019/
10/syria-damning-
evidence-of-war-
crimes-and-other-

Amnesty 
International 

N/A 10/18/2019 
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violations-by-turkish-
forces-and-their-allies/

60 Video Evidence Sheds 
Light on Executions 
Near Turkey-Syria 
Border 
https://www.bellingcat.
com/news/mena/2019/1
0/31/video-evidence-
sheds-light-on-
executions-near-turkey-
syria-border/

Billingcat Eliot Higgins 10/31/2019 

61 http://ishgal.com/turkey
s-syrian-mercenaries-
in-karabakh-feel-
tricked-as-bodies-pile-
up

ISHGAL Lindsey Snell 09/30/2020 

62 Syrian rebel fighters 
prepare to deploy to 
Azerbaijan in sign of 
Turkey’s ambition 
https://www.theguardia
n.com/world/2020/sep/
28/syrian-rebel-
fighters-prepare-to-
deploy-to-azerbaijan-
in-sign-of-turkeys-
ambition

The Guardian Bethan McKernan 09/28/2020 

63 Resolution adopted by 
the Human Rights 
Council on 26 
September 2019 
https://undocs.org/en/A
/HRC/RES/42/9

United Nations 
General Assembly, 
Human Rights 
Council – 42nd

Session  

N/A 10/04/2019 

64 Second Interim Report 
– Updated Edition on 
the Azerbaijani 
Atrocities Against The 
Artsakh Population in 
September- October 
2020 
https://artsakhombuds.a
m/en/document/735

The Republic of 
Artsakh Human 
Rights Ombudsman 

N/A 10/18/2020 
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65 Nagorno-Karabakh: at 
least three Syrian 
fighters killed 
https://www.theguardia
n.com/world/2020/sep/
30/nagorno-karabakh-
at-least-three-syrian-
fighters-killed

The Guardian Bethan McKernan and 
Michael Safi 

09/30/2020 

66 Turkey deploying 
Syrian fighters to help 
ally Azerbaijan, two 
fighters say 
https://www.reuters.co
m/article/us-armenia-
azerbaijan-turkey-
syria/turkey-deploying-
syrian-fighters-to-help-
ally-azerbaijan-two-
fighters-say-
idUSKBN26J25A

Reuters.com Reuters Staff 09/28/2020 

67 ‘Syrian Mercenaries’ 
Sentenced To Life In 
Prison Free 
Europe/Freedom 
Radio.  Retrieved from 
https://www.azatutyun.
am/a/31237788.html

Azatutyum Bulghadarian, N.  05/04/2021 

68 Mercenaries in and 
around the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone 
must be withdrawn- 
UN experts 
https://www.ohchr.org/
EN/NewsEvents/Pages/
DisplayNews.aspx?Ne
wsID=26494

UN Human Rights 
Office of the High 
Commissioner 

N/A 11/11/2020 

69 Treasury Sanctions 
Wagner Group-linked 
Companies in the 
Central African 
Republic 
(2024, May 
30). https://home.treasu
ry.gov/news/press-
releases/jy2384

Press Release  U.S. Department of 
The Treasury 
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D EF EN C E

CONFIDENTIAL

SADAT: Turkey’s Paramilitary
Wings Take Flight In Africa
April 16, 2021

Eren Ersozoglu

ANOX 5WK^ 2^SGROIX /LWOIGS 7SYKQQOMKSIK /WYOIQK

GSGQ^XKX YNK @/2/A UGWGROQOYGW^ MWTZU# GSJ YNK UTQOYOIGQ JK

LGIYT ORUQOIGYOTSX UQGIKJ TS AZWPOXN$/LWOIGS WKQGYOTSX GSJ

XKIZWOY^ GROJ GS OSIWKGXK OS ITTUKWGYOTS HKY\KKS AZWPK^

GSJ /LWOIGS XYGYKX%

AZWPK b̂X UWO[GYK ROQOYGW^ ITSYWGIYTW# @/2/A# NGX HKKS ITSJZIYOSM

ROQOYGW^ YWGOSOSM UWTMWGRX OS /LWOIG XOSIK (&').

COYN GS OSIWKGXK OS ROQOYGW^ JKGQX \OYN /LWOIGS SGYOTSX GSJ YNK MWT\YN

TL AZWPK b̂X KITSTROI# UTQOYOIGQ# GSJ XTIOGQ LTTYUWOSY TS YNK ITSYOSKSY#

@/2/A IGS TUKWGYK \OYNTZY YNK ITSXYWGOSYX TL NGRUKWOSM

MT[KWSRKSY KSYOYOKX.

?KYOWKJ 5KS% /JSGS AGSWc[KWJO# YNK LTZSJKW TL @/2/A# NGX

K]UWKXXKJ YNGY AZWPK^ XNTZQJ XZUUTWY 7XQGROXY MWTZUX GMGOSXY XYGYK

YKWWTWOXR OS ITZSYWOKX XZIN GX <OMKWOG# ;GQO# GSJ YNK 1KSYWGQ /LWOIGS



?KUZHQOI !1/?"

@GJGY 7SI
@/2/A 7SI% 7SYKWSGYOTSGQ 2KLKSXK 1TSXZQYGSI^ OX G AZWPOXN

UWO[GYK XKIZWOY^ ITSYWGIYTW# LTZSJKJ H^ LTWRKW 5KS% /JSGS

AGSWc[KWJOOS OS (&'(% AGSWc[KWJO NGJ HKKS LTWIKJ OSYT

WKYOWKRKSY OS '--+# JZK YT 7XQGROXY GLLOQOGYOTSX% ?KUTWYX

GQQKMK YNGY @/2/A OX UWKXKSY OS @^WOG GSJ 7WGV# OS YNK LTWR

TL UGWGROQOYGW^ YWTTUX# YWGOSOSM# GSJ ROQOYGW^ TWJSGSIK

UWTIZWKRKSY% ANKWK OX G IQTXK WKQGYOTSXNOU HKY\KKS @/2/A

GSJ AZWPOXN >WKXOJKSY AG^^OU 3WJTMGS%

;GS^ [TOIKX YNGY GWK GMGOSXY YNK WZQOSM 8ZXYOIK GSJ

2K[KQTURKSY >GWY^ !/9>" NG[K WGOXKJ ITSIKWSX WKMGWJOSM

YNK WKQGYOTSXNOU% ANK^ HKQOK[K YNGY @/2/A OX G UTYKSYOGQ

UWT]^ LTWIK HKOSM ZYOQO_KJ H^ 3WJTMGS YT K]YKSJ YNK AZWPOXN

XUNKWK TL OSLQZKSIK GSJ OSYKWKXYX MQTHGQQ^% / QTY TL @/2/A

UKWXTSSKQ GWK AZWPOXN ROQOYGW^ K]UKWYX# \NT NG[K HKKS

LTWIKJ YT QKG[K YNK GWR^ HKIGZXK TL K]YWKROXY [OK\X%

7Y OX ORUTWYGSY YT STYK YNGY AGSWO[KWJO \GX GUUTOSYKJ GX

3WJTMGSbX TLLOIOGQ INOKL GJ[OXTW# LTQQT\OSM YNK '*YN 8ZQ^

(&'+ ITZU GYYKRUY OS AZWPK^% 6K NKQJ YNK UTXY ZU ZSYOQ

8GSZGW^ (&(&% AGSWO[KWJO NGJ GQXT XYGYKJ YNGY NOX ITRUGS^



\GX UG[OSM YNK \G^ LTW YNK RKXXOGSOI LOMZWK TL 7RGR ;GNJO.

OY OX HKQOK[KJ H^ XTRK ;ZXQORX YNGY ;GNJO \OQQ GWWO[K YT

WKJKKR RGSPOSJ%

ANKWK GWK ITSIKWSOSM GQQKMGYOTSX YNGY @/2/A NGX HKKS

GOJOSM GSJ OX OS[TQ[KJ OS YNK YWGOSOSM TL @GQGLOXYX OS YNK

;OJJQK 3GXY GSJ /LWOIG% ANOX \TZQJ HK OS QOSK \OYN

AGSWO[KWJObX [OK\X# \NOIN \KWK K]UWKXXKJ OS Yeni Akit# G

UWT$3WJTMGS SK\XUGUKW# X^RUGYNKYOI YT 7XQGROI K]YWKROXY

MWTZUX% /S GQQKMKJ )#&&& LTWKOMS LOMNYKWX TUKWGYOSM OS @^WOG

GSJ :OH^G NG[K WKIKO[KJ YWGOSOSM LWTR @/2/A% ;OINGKQ

?ZHOS# LWTR YNK /RKWOIGS 3SYKWUWOXK 7SXYOYZYK# GWMZKX YNGY

7@7@ GSJ GQ$<ZXWG RKRHKWX \KWK UGWY TL YNK @/2/A

YWGOSOSM TUKWGYOTSX% ANOX IWKGYKX GS GX^RRKYWOIGQ \GWLGWK

YTTQ# STYOIKGHQK OS :OH^G# GSJ G MWT\OSM AZWPOXN UWKXKSIK OS

YNK WKXY TL /LWOIG%

:OH^G
=S <T[KRHKW (,# (&'-# AZWPK^ XOMSKJ G ROQOYGW^

ITTUKWGYOTS GMWKKRKSY \OYN :OH^G \NOIN OSIQZJKX YNK

UWT[OXOTS TL `MZKXY UKWXTSSKQ%a @/2/A OX ORUQOIGYKJ OS YNK

WKUTWYX TL GQQKMKJ @^WOGS LOMNYKWX OS :OH^G# XZUUTWYOSM YNK

B<$WKITMSOXKJ 5T[KWSRKSY TL <GYOTSGQ /IITWJ !5</"% ANOX

UQGIKX AZWPK^bX HGIPKJ @/2/A LTWIKX GMGOSXY YNK ?ZXXOGS

CGMSKW 5WTZU# \NOIN OX GQQKMKJQ^ HGIPOSM 4OKQJ$;GWXNGQ

9NGQOLG 6GLYGWbX :OH^GS <GYOTSGQ /WR^ !:</" \OYN

RKWIKSGWOKX TS YNK HGYYQKLOKQJ%

/ XOMSOLOIGSY LTWIK# YWGOSKJ H^ @/2/A# \GX XKSY YT :OH^G

\NOIN XTRK IQGOR ITSXOXYKJ TL LTWRKW 2GKXN GSJ ;ZXQOR

0WTYNKWNTTJ RKRHKWX% ANK 5</ ITSXOXYX TL G RGOSQ^

;ZXQOR 0WTYNKWNTTJ OJKTQTM^ TL RKRHKWX% @YORZQGYKJ H^ G

LQT\ TL LOMNYKWX GSJ AZWPK^bX JWTSK GWR^# YNK 5</ NGX

YZWSKJ YNK YOJK OS :OH^G%



Sadat 3]UGSJOSM <KY\TWP
AZWPK^ NGX GS K]UGSJOSM SKY\TWP OS /LWOIG OS[TQ[OSM RTWK

YNGS )* ITZSYWOKX GSJ G MWT\OSM SZRHKW TL ROQOYGW^ YWGOSOSM

GMWKKRKSYX% @/2/AbX UWKXKSIK NGX HKKS WKUTWYKJ OS YNK

@ZGPOS UTWY OS @ZJGS# G UTYKSYOGQ XYWGYKMOI TZYUTXY LTW

AZWPK^# XOMSGQQOSM G WK[O[GQ TL AZWPK^bX OSLQZKSIK GSJ

OSYKSYOTSX OS /LWOIG% !ANK UTWY \GX TSIK G NOXYTWOI =YYTRGS

UTWY%" ;TWK WKIKSYQ^ OS (&(&# AZWPK^ XKIZWKJ IQTXKW ROQOYGW^

ITTUKWGYOTS JKGQX \OYN BMGSJG GSJ 5ZOSKG%

AGSWO[KWJO NGX JKIQGWKJ GS OSYKSY YT \TWP IQTXKW \OYN

/LWOIGS ITZSYWOKX LTW ROQOYGW^ YWGOSOSM HZY NGX GQXT UWK[OTZXQ^

GWMZKJ YNGY AZWPK^ XNTZQJ XZUUTWY 7XQGROI MWTZUX GMGOSXY

XYGYK YKWWTWOXR. `7S GJJOYOTS# 7 YNOSP YNGY JOXIWOROSGYTW^ GSJ

LTWKOMS$HGIPKJ XYGYK YKWWTWOXR YGWMKYOSM 7XQGROI MWTZUX OS

XTRK IWOYOIGQ WKMOTSX TL /LWOIG XZIN GX YNK 1KSYWGQ /LWOIGS



?KUZHQOI# ;GQO# GSJ <OMKWOG# GSJ UWK[KSYO[K RKGXZWKX EYT

UWTYKIY YNTXK MWTZUXF XNTZQJ HK XYZJOKJ IGWKLZQQ^#a

AGSWc[KWJO XGOJ%

DKY# OY OX GQXT LGIOSM THXYGIQKX. AZWPK^ OX IZWWKSYQ^ HKOSM

OS[KXYOMGYKJ H^ YNK <OMKWOGS /WRKJ 4TWIKX T[KW GQQKMGYOTSX

YNGY OY XZUUQOKJ ROQOYGW^ KVZOURKSY YT 0TPT 6GWGR% 7Y OX

GQRTXY IKWYGOS YNGY @/2/A OX QT^GQ YT 3WJTMGSbX WKMORK%

CNGY YNKXK OSJOIGYTWX XZMMKXY OX YNGY AZWPK^bX UGWGROQOYGW^

\OSMX OS /LWOIG NG[K \KQQ GSJ YWZQ^ YGPKS TLL# LTW HKYYKW TW

\TWXK%
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Exhibit 4 



Turkish paramilitary firm Sadat’s CEO
admits working with Turkish intelligence
agency MIT
F\ Abdullah Bozkurt b :E\ (" (&('

@EHEX!W LIEHUYEVXIVW MR 7WXERFYP$

Abdullah Bozkurt/Stockholm

FTQ 57A [R Fa^WU_T \^UbM`Q YUXU`M^e O[Z`^MO`[^ EMPM`$ M \M^MYUXU`M^e aZU` X[eMX `[ `TQ ;_XMYU_`

\^Q_UPQZ` [R Fa^WQe$ MPYU``QP \aNXUOXe `TM` `TQ RU^Y c[^W_ cU`T Fa^WU_T UZ`QXXUSQZOQ MSQZOe ?;F MZP

$

!



O[[^PUZM`Q_ MO`U[Z_ cU`T Fa^WU_T PU\X[YM`_ MZP PQRQZ_Q [RRUOUMX_&

;Z M bUPQ[ [N`MUZQP Ne @[^PUO ?[ZU`[^ R^[Y M ^MPU[ UZ`Q^bUQc$ 3XU =MYUX ?QXUT FMZ^pbQ^PU cM_

^QO[^PQP M_ _MeUZS `TM` `TQ RU^Y O[YYaZUOM`Q_ cU`T `TQ _\e MSQZOe cTQZ U` O[Z_UPQ^_ ^Q]aQ_`_ R^[Y M

R[^QUSZ QZ`U`e `[ \^[bUPQ YUXU`M^e$ PQRQZ_Q MZP `QOTZUOMX M__U_`MZOQ&

mHQ P[ `TQ R[XX[cUZS cTQZ cQ ^QOQUbQ MZ [RRQ^ `TM` YQQ`_ [a^ [cZ _Q^bUOQ \^[bU_U[Z O^U`Q^UM& HQ

O[YYaZUOM`Q `TQ [RRQ^ R^[Y M O[aZ`^e `[ `TQ Fa^WU_T 8[^QUSZ ?UZU_`^e& HQ MX_[ \^[bUPQ UZR[^YM`U[Z `[

`TQ @M`U[ZMX ;Z`QXXUSQZOQ A^SMZUfM`U[Z K?;FL MZP `TQ ?UZU_`^e [R 6QRQZ_Q MN[a` `TQ ^Q]aQ_` MZP M_W

R[^ `TQU^ bUQc_& FTU_ U_ `TQ cMe cQ c[^W$n _MUP FMZ^pbQ^PU UZ MZ UZ`Q^bUQc cU`T M X[OMX ^MPU[ _`M`U[Z [Z

<MZaM^e **& *(*)&

FMZ^pbQ^PU U_ OTMU^YMZ [R `TQ N[M^P [R EMPM` GXa_XM^M^M_p EMbaZYM 6MZpvYMZXpW tZvMM` EMZMeU bQ

FUOM^Q` 3Z[ZUY uU^WQ`U$ M R[^%\^[RU` O[Y\MZe `TM` cM_ _Q` a\ Ne TU_ RM`TQ^ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU MZP TU_

M__[OUM`Q_ [Z 8QN^aM^e **$ *()*& :U_ RM`TQ^ U_ M R[^YQ^ YUXU`M^e [RRUOQ^ cT[ _Q^bQP M_ M OTUQR MPbU_[^

`[ B^Q_UPQZ` DQOQ\ FMeeU\ 7^P[sMZ R[^ eQM^_&

?QPUM Q^^[^2 8[^YM`"_# Z[` _a\\[^`QP [^ _[a^OQ"_# Z[` R[aZP

2S[RPSEH 4MPI+ LXXTW+%%RSVHMGQSRMXSV$GSQ%[T#GSRXIRX%YTPSEHW%(&('%&)%:IPMLDAERVMZIVHMDZMHIS$QT*-D,'



FTQ O[Y\MZeo_ Q_`MNXU_TYQZ` O[UZOUPQP cU`T `TQ _`M^` [R `TQ 3^MN ^Qb[Xa`U[Z_ Pa^UZS cTUOT Fa^WQeo_

;_XMYU_` ^aXUZS <a_`UOQ MZP 6QbQX[\YQZ` BM^`e "3=B# UZbQ_`QP UZ \[XU`UOMX$ PU\X[YM`UO MZP RUZMZOUMX M_

cQXX M_ YUXU`M^e OM\Ù MX `[ \^[\ a\ \[XU`UOMX ;_XMYU_` S^[a\_ UZ `TQ ?UPPXQ 7M_` MZP @[^`T 3R^UOM& EMPM`

OMYQ UZ TMZPe UZ \^[bUPUZS PQRQZ_Q O[aZ_QXUZS$ `MO`UOMX MPbUOQ MZP YUXU`M^e \^[Oa^QYQZ` UZ \M^MXXQX

cU`T 7^P[sMZo_ MYNU`U[Z `[ N^UZS ;_XMYU_`_ `[ \[cQ^ UZ `TQ ?7@3 ^QSU[Z&

?QXUT FMZ^pbQ^PU OXMUYQP EMPM` cM_ Z[` Q_`MNXU_TQP `[ YMWQ Y[ZQe$ MX`T[aST `^MPQ ^QSU_`^e PM`M

_T[c_ U` cM_ M O[YYQ^OUMX RU^Y cU`T OM\U`MX MZP _TM^QT[XPQ^_& mFTQ QRR[^`_ cQ TMbQ Qd\QZPQP cQ^Q R[^

M YU__U[Z& ; YQMZ$ `TQ S[MX U_ Z[` `[ YMWQ Y[ZQe$n FMZ^pbQ^PU _MUP$ MPPUZS `TM` mFa^WQe U_ Y[bUZS

`[cM^P_ NQO[YUZS M SX[NMX \[cQ^&n :Q \^MU_QP 7^P[sMZo_ XQMPQ^_TU\ UZ `TU_ YU__U[Z MZP PQ_O^UNQP `TQ

\^Q_UPQZ` M_ `TQ NUSSQ_` RMO`[^ UZ Fa^WQeo_ YUXU`M^e QZSMSQYQZ`_ [Z _QbQ^MX O[Z`UZQZ`_&

FMZ^pbQ^PU O[ZRU^YQP MXXQSM`U[Z_ ^MU_QP Ne `TQ Fa^WQeo_ [\\[_U`U[Z XMcYMWQ^_ cT[ cQ^Q M_WUZS MN[a`

EMPM`o_ XUZW_ `[ `TQ UZ`QXXUSQZOQ MSQZOe& FTQ [\\[_U`U[Z MX_[ _aNYÙ `QP \M^XUMYQZ`M^e ]aQ_`U[Z_ `[ `TQ

S[bQ^ZYQZ` MN[a` `TQ MXXQSQP ^[XQ [R EMPM` UZ `^MUZUZS ;_XMYUO E`M`Q UZ ;^M] MZP Ee^UM ";E;E# MZP

Ee^UMZ MX%CMQPM S^[a\ <MNTM` MX%@a_^MT "MX%@a_^M 8^[Z`# RUST`Q^_& ?[^Q[bQ^$ EMPM` cM_ MOOa_QP [R

`^MUZUZS VUTMPU_`_ _QZ` Ne Fa^WQe `[ RUST` R[^ `TQ 9[bQ^ZYQZ` [R @M`U[ZMX 3OO[^P "9@3# UZ >UNeM&

Sadat’s trade registry filings when it was first established in 2012:

:U_ RM`TQ^ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU U_ MZ UY\[^`MZ` RUSa^Q UZ 7^P[sMZo_ UZZQ^ OU^OXQ& 3X`T[aST TQ XQR` TU_

[RRUOUMX \[_U`U[Z M_ OTUQR YUXU`M^e MPbU_[^ `[ 7^P[SMZ UZ <MZaM^e *(*($ TQ _`UXX \XMe_ M O^aOUMX ^[XQ UZ `TQ

S[bQ^ZYQZ`o_ PQRQZ_Q MZP YUXU`M^e _`^M`QSe& :Q MZZ[aZOQP Pa^UZS `TQ *()1 ;_XMYUO GZU[Z 5[ZS^Q__

`TM` TU_ [^SMZUfM`U[Z TMP NQQZ c[^WUZS `[ \MbQ `TQ cMe R[^ `TQ X[ZS%McMU`QP YMTPU "\^[\TQ_UQP

^QPQQYQ^ [R ;_XMY#$ R[^ cT[Y `TQ QZ`U^Q ?a_XUY c[^XP U_ cMU`UZS& FTQ UY\XUOM`U[Z cM_ `TM` B^Q_UPQZ`

7^P[sMZ U_ `TQ Qd\QO`QP XQMPQ^ MZP YMTPU&

9SEHMRK$$$See Page 7 Below



AERVcZIVHM" JSYRHIV SJ @EHEX" ZMWMXIH 9MF\E MR :E\ (&') ERH QIX [MXL 9MF\ER QMPMXEV\ SJJMGMEPW$

EMPM` TM_ NQQZ UZb[XbQP UZ M ZaYNQ^ [R 3^MN MZP 3R^UOMZ ZM`U[Z_$ \^[bUPUZS YUXU`M^e `^MUZUZS MZP

[RRQ^UZS O[aZ_QXUZS UZ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q _`^M`QSUQ_& ;` TQX\_ \^[Y[`Q `TQ Fa^WU_T PQRQZ_Q UZPa_`^e$

cTUOT Ne MZP XM^SQ U_ O[Z`^[XXQP Ne 7^P[sMZo_ RMYUXe MZP M__[OUM`Q_& ;` TM_ \XMeQP M O^U`UOMX ^[XQ UZ `TQ

YM__UbQ \a^SQ [R \^[%HQ_`Q^Z [RRUOQ^_ R^[Y `TQ Fa^WU_T YUXU`M^e _UZOQ *(). Pa^UZS cTUOT 0( \Q^OQZ`

[R MXX RXMS [RRUOQ^_ cQ^Q PU_YU__QP MZP'[^ VMUXQP [Z RMN^UOM`QP OTM^SQ_&

HTQZ U` cM_ RU^_` Q_`MNXU_TQP UZ ;_`MZNaX UZ *()* cU`T *+ _TM^QT[XPQ^_ MZP XQP Ne 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU$

`TQ _O[\Q [R U`_ Na_UZQ__ MO`UbU`UQ_ cM_ XU_`QP UZ Qd`QZ_UbQ PQ`MUX$ UZOXaPUZS `TQ \a^OTM_Q [R MXX WUZP_ [R

YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q Q]aU\YQZ` UZOXaPUZS \XMZQ_ MZP _TU\_& FTQ O[Y\MZe _MUP U` c[aXP _QQW `[ \^[`QO`

`TQ UZ`Q^Q_`_ [R Fa^WQe cTQZ [RRQ^UZS `QOTZUOMX$ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q O[aZ_QXUZS _Q^bUOQ_ [^ \a^OTM_UZS

M^Y_ MZP MYYaZU`U[Z& ;` TMP MZ UZU`UMX \MUP%UZ OM\U`MX [R .,+$((( Fa^WU_T XU^M "!+./$(((#$ cTUOT

M\\QM^_ `[ NQ M Y[PQ_` RUSa^Q R[^ M O[Y\MZe UZb[XbQP UZ `TQ YaX`U%NUXXU[Z P[XXM^ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q

UZPa_`^e YM^WQ`&

Sadat’s shareholders as of 2020:

Fc[ Y[Z`T_ XM`Q^$ EMPM` MYQZPQP U`_ M^`UOXQ_ [R UZO[^\[^M`U[Z `[ TMbQ M R^QQ TMZP UZ U`_ MO`UbU`UQ_& AZ

<aZQ *0$ *(). EMPM` UZO^QM_QP U`_ [\Q^M`UZS OM\Ù MX `[ 00($((( Fa^WU_T XU^M& FTQ OM\Ù MX cM_ Ra^`TQ^

UZO^QM_QP `[ )$-0,$((( Fa^WU_T XU^M UZ @[bQYNQ^ *(*(& FTQ O[Y\MZe Y[bQP U`_ [RRUOQ `[ U`_ Oa^^QZ`

X[OM`U[Z UZ ;_`MZNaXo_ 4QeXUWPkfk PU_`^UO` UZ ?Me *()1&

9SEHMRK$$$See Last Page



FTQ N[M^P [R PU^QO`[^_ O[Y\^U_Q_ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU$ TU_ _[Z 3XU =MYUX ?QXUT$ ?QTYQ` JQXWM$ ?QTYQ`

@MOU 7RQ MZP :MXaW IpXPp^pY& FMZ^pbQ^PU MZP TU_ _[Z T[XP `TQ YMV[^U`e _`MWQ UZ `TQ O[Y\MZe&

8[^`e%_QbQZ [`TQ^ _TM^QT[XPQ^_ cQ^Q XU_`QP M_ R[XX[c_ M_ [R @[bQYNQ^ *(*(2

3XU hfPQZ$ ?QTYQ` 6QYU^`Mv$ ?a_`MRM @QVM` 9kbQZi$ ?a_`MRM 4[fSQeUW$ ?QTYQ` 7YUZ =[iMW$ =QYMX

uMTUZ$ ?QTYQ` JQXWM$ DQvM` 8UPMZ$ ?a_`MRM 4MvM^MZ$ 7^_MZ 7^Sk^$ :aXa_U 9kXQZ$ :MeM`U 3`MXMe$ 3XU

5[vM^$ 3TYQ` 5QZSUf FMZSj^QZ$ 3TYQ` FMeXMZ$ 5QZSUf GfaZ$IMWa\ 7bU^SQZ$ IMTeM hf`k^W$ @a^Q``UZ

IMbaf$ ?QTYQ` tXTMZ$ ?a_`MRM :MOpYa_`MRM[saXXM^p$ 7eea\ t_YMUX =pXpZi$ ?QTYQ` 3NPaXXMT =M\XMZ$

A_YMZ =MiYMf$ JMRQ^ uMTUZ$ gQ`UZ gMZMW$ A^TMZ 3PUeMYMZ$ ?a_`MRM 7^[X$ EMN^U 4MXMYMZ$ 5[vWaZ

IkW_QX$ ?QTYQ` gMWU^[sXa$ ?QTYQ` IkW_QX 9kZQv$ hYQ^ IQZUOU$ EQXMTM``UZ 3^_XMZ$ IMbaf EaXaYQvQ$

3TYQ` Fk^WMZ$ 8Q`TU =p^MZ$ 9k^OMZ AZM`$ t^RMZ gMXUvWMZ$ ?QTYQ` tZWMeM$ EMPUp BMW_[e$ IMbaf

JkXUWM^[sXa$ :Me^Q``UZ =[OM[sXa$ EMUP 5QeTMZ$ EQRM 9jfQ$ t_YMUX =M\XMZ MZP FMZ_QX 5MbU` =aXMW&

/PM 8EQMP :IPML AERVcZIVHM" XLI 13< SJ @EHEX$
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{v�h h �n�v� �n v�n��n�w�v �h�h�,¬v�{n� h�hl¦�¦ tn��n{�n�w��n{ v�w� un� �¡��¡ th��v�n�{��
h�hj��w�) �h�hjv�v�) {w�h�h�) {w�h�h �n�v�) j���h� ¡�n�w�mn h��v �n ²n{�| un� �¡��¡ uh{�h�¦ �n�v�
nmnjv�v�) v���n{ h�hjv�v�) v���n{ �n�njv�v� �n v���n{�n�v xu�{ nmnjv�w�, ¬w�{n� th��w�n�{���n�v
¡�n�v�mn v��vri{) w��vri; �¡{�h th��w�n�{�� �¡{n��nr¨�n�v) {h� v��vri{¦) {h� �¡�{v�n�v �n�v�
nmnj¦�§�,Nn� �£��¡ th��ª�n�{���n� v�n v�tv�v ��h�h{ �h�� mhw�n�n�v �n�mw�mn lw�� �h�uwuv vr�h�
�n�uv�) �h{�v�) �h��n�h���� v�n v�tv�v un� �n�v ��h�n�n �n �h�h®r�h¯
tn��n{f �n�w�njv�w�,TE\QJ^+Nn� �£��¡ h�jh�hy �n �h{n��n�n v�n�v �h�hjv�w�) + X�u��)
�n�lª�n{) ri����n) mv¤n� jh{�v�h� �n un� �£��¡ u�j�jh�) �n �h�ª��h� ¡�£��n�) ��) �vh��h)
�h��hl¦�¦{ ¡�£��n�¦) �h�n �n {��� ��h�h{ un� �£��¡ �h�ª� ¡�¡��n�v �h¤�¦ ��u���h� �h�n�n�
�n��n�n�) �h�) {hu�n) ªu�h���) �h��ª�) �w{��h�h) {h{h� �¡��nu�h�@�) jv�{¡�v) n{©�n�) �h��¦�hA
�n j��h jn��n� ���� ¡�¡��n�w� w�h�v) h�¦�¦) �h�¦�¦) v�uh�v) vu�hl¦ �n �h�h��h�h�¦�¦ �h��h{) *
Nn� �£��¡ s¥lg³�hmmn�n�w�w� ¡�n�v�v) ����h� �n �n�h{n�mn h�ª�¦) �h�ª�¦) mh¤¦�¦�¦) v�uh�h� �n
wu�hlh�ª�¦ �h��h{,++P��h��h�ª� jn��n��n�v�mn  �n��v jv� n�{v��v¤v ��h� �n s¥lg³ �n{� �£�n
{��� �n{v� nmn� un� �n�v �«rn�/ ��¤�{) m��m������) {��������) �n {���h���n�v �h�¦��¦
jn�¦� �hmmn�n�¦�ª� �h�h��h��h�¦ {������mh ����h� �n �n�h{n�mn �h�¦ �h��h{ h�hl¦ v�n
tn�n{�§ ��h� �h�¦ �h¤h�h�h�ª�¦ h��h{ �n v�n��n�+Nn� �£��¡ imimz³�h�h�h�¦�ª� ¡�n�w�v
����h� �n �n�h{n�mn h�¦� �h�¦�¦) mh¤¦�¦�¦) v�uh�h� �n vu�hlh�¦�¦ �h��h{\JX^ D³GD[*]ukg�w³
h�h��¦ un� �£��¡ ������� h�h� h�¦¦) �h�¦¦ �n {v�h�h�h uv��n��n�v �n�njv�w�,¥X¬EE^h, Nn�
�£��¡ w�hh� �hhuu¡� v�n�vB {����) v�n�v) �vlh�n�uh�n w�hh��h�¦�¦ �h��h{) �h��h{) {n�mv
un�hjª�h h�h�v �n h��h�h� h��h{ j���h� ¡�n�w�mn �n�h jh{h�h�ª�h hv� h��h �n h�h�v�n�
¡�n�v�mn {h� {h�¦�¦¤¦ jv�h�h� �h��h{,j, c��� v�w�mn �n ���� m¦¦�mh un� �£��¡ �n��v �n  �n�
�n{� �n hv� v�hh� �hhuu¡� �n ����h� v�n�v �h��h{ �n �¡��h{v� {����) u¬³uh��h�¦) rij�w{h�h�)
����h�) jh�h� �n t �n��n�) �h�{ �n jhu�n m¡�n��n�n�n�v �n ���v��v{ �n�v��n�) �h�v� { ��n�v w�h
n��n{ �n {ª�h�h �n��n{,l, ^¡�{v�n �ª�¦��h�¦ v�v�mn �n�h �hjh�l¦ ¡�{n�n�mn) �n��v �n  �n�
{���� �n {������h�¦ �h�hpª�mh� {h�h�¦ �h�q) n¤«� h���¦��h) n{�v���n) �n{�vq h��h �n �h�h��¦{
����¡ v�n wuh�n�n �¦{h�¦�hlh{ un� �¡��¡ �¦¤¦� �n j¡�¡{ �h�¦�h�¦� un� �¡��¡ v�hh� v�n�w�v
h�hu�h� �n��§�¦ �hhuu¡� n��n{, m+³ [�nrij�w{n v�hh� �n �n�{n��n� �h��h{) �h��ª��h{ �n
j���h�¦ �h��h{) {ª�h�h �n��n{,m, Nn� �¡��¡ uh��� w�hh�¦ �n h�¦��h v�n��n�v �h��h{,n, Nn�
�£��¡ mn{��h���� v�n�v) �h�w�h� �n j��h v�n�v �h��h{,q, Nn� �£��¡ �w�h��¦{ uv��n��n�v
�n��n{) nuw� �n w�h� ��h��h�¦ uh�ª��h�h{) ��t��h�h�h�¦�¦ �h��h{,t, Nn� �£��¡ �¡un�mv��v{
uv��n��n�v �n��n{) ���yn �n ��t��h�h�h�¦�¦ �h��h{,^JSJQZT�X¥QE]cZXh,
Nhjn��n�n uw��n��n�w�v �h¤�h�h{ v�v� tn�n{�v ��hjv�nln{ un� �¡��¡ m��h�ª�¦� h�ª�¦ �h�ª�¦
v�uh�h�¦) vu�hlh�¦) mh¤¦�¦�ª�¦ �h��h{,j, Nn� �nv� ln� �n ��jv� �n�nr���h�¦) �n�nr�� �°��h��n�v$-
�n��ª� uhjn��n�n lwuh��h�¦ �n j���h�¦� �nmn{ �h��h �n h{�n��h��h�ª�ª� h�¦�¦) �h�¦�¦) �h���)
jh{ª� �n ��h�ª�¦�¦) v�uh�h�ª�¦) vu�hlh�ª�¦ �n v� �vlh�n�v�v) �h�h��h�h�ª�¦)
m¦���¦j¡� ��¡¤¡�¡ �n �¡�n��v��v¤v�v �h��h{,
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�tfb 1Zq�t0 OVuh�tv DVaVhh\tb 1qb_ )*$(
KflQhbx\$ituVmXvh
c�{h�¦mh jv�tv�n�v �n�v�n� v�{n� v�n
vj�h� nmv�n� jn�tn�n�n v��w�hmn� �n 12+11+2020³
�h�vuw�mn �n�lv� nmv�mv¤v v�h� ������,
O\tYbh
O\tYbh\ 6\hbh JhVm ^h�wu 12571³ ]h�¦ P�n

DZD[]SDXO³E��, W¡;³ 34-2³
w�{n�w� �n�{n�v Q�Q�\^S�

]v�, X¢< 70-4³ Y\SDWLDd¤._[\D³
��h�h{

:1C;

v�v Y\SDWLDd¤³ v��n�v"mw�, Em�n�v W¡W¡bdY¡
DZ]³ ]v�, X¢< 70-4³ Y\SDWLDd¤._[\D³

�vlh�n� �vlv�v�n �n�lv� �n ^¡�{v�n ^vlh�n� ]vlv�v
�n v�h� nmv��v hm�n�n �h�¦�h� �nj�vth� w�{n�n �h�¦��¦

hm�n�w�mn� h��¦��¦ ���h�¦�h �h¤�n�) �n�v hm�n�w�v �¡�n�v
v�w� j� m���� xu�|{ �njnjv �h�¦�ª�,
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c�{h�¦mh jv�tv�n�v �n�v�n� w�{n� v�n v�tv�v ��h�h{ g¬g£¥lg³jn�v��v�n� u�����h� �¡m¡��¡¤¡�¡�n
¦j�h� nm¦�n� jn�tn�n�n ¦��¦�hmn� �n ^¡�{ ^vlh�n� Qh����!�h ��t�� ��h�h{ 12+11+2020³
�h�wuw�mn �n�lv� nmv�mv¤v v�h� ������,
O\tYbh 8Zbh\m :vtvthVq0N]slWy] E��w�w�v
JWoT]cW

U
6\hbh JhVm 3\h`\h\q04Wg�rg�y 28+³ X��n��v¤v! Xw� 5+11+2020³^h�wu 24374³]h�¦ P�n

^h�m¦{�¦) 4+11+2020³^h�¦u�v Mn�n� Q���� Qh�h�¦

�|8L��� 68���8H D2668C8L�H S8H�:1C�
M8LD1S8 1LO>=
Sgllm³6*
¬w�{n�w� �n��h�n�v) jnun�v 561)11 ^¡�{ Sw�h�¦
1+584+000(00³ ^¡�{ Sv�h�¦ mn¤n�w�mnmv�, G�
543+150(00³ dY(�| $Fm¬³ c¡� Q¦�{ ¡¤ Gw� c¡� J��v ' dY(�|
u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
3*20³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
4*4³
5*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
6*231³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 103+950(00³]R!³�| $³
Qh�v� Tn�wu ]DX[OaI[H¤(
7*200³
8*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
9*8³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 3+600(00³dY( �|
10*10³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 4+500(00³]R!³�| +
11*30³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 13+500(00³

c¡�- dYI �| Nh��{
bORHO[OS(
15*30³ Gn�¡� &³ ]R!³ �| Nh�h�v

c¡� J��v&³]R!³�| Nh��n��w�
PYGDYLR_(

Gw� Gn�¡�&³]R!³�| N����v S¡YP^/
c¡�&³]R!³�| ¥�sh� ¢ESP¬QEX)

- dY( �| ¥��hv� PDZRDW(
20*40³ ]n{v� Gw�- dY( �| Qn�h� «DNW(

¡¤ c¡� J��v&³]R!³�| S+\gul³GIbMDW
$³Fm¬³Gw� I �� c¡�- dY( �| Tnu�n� Ejm±��hu

dY( �| + ¡¤ Gw� E��¦ c¡�- dY( �| Tnu�n�
nmn� 36+000(00³ dY( �| + Z��� E��¦ Gw� - dY( �|

�n{hj¡� nmn� 19+800(00³]R!³�| % Z� I�{�� Gw� ]n{w�
26*15³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 6+750(00³dY( �| + E��¦ Gv�

ORMDW(³27*4³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 1+800(00³dY( �| + Gw�
OXPD³bD(

nmn� 403+200(00³]R!³�| $³I �� c¡� ¡¤ Gw� ¤zu³c¡�&³]R!³�| Tnu�n�
�n{hj¡� nmn� 3+600(00³]R!³�| $³¡¤ Gv� E��¦ c¡�&³]R!³�| Tnu�n�

30*40³ uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 18+000(00³ ^S" �v % Z� ]n{w� Gw� &³ ]R!³ �|
31*32³ uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 14+400(00³]R!³�| $³Z� I �� Gw� I �� c¡�&

FD«D[DW(³32*44³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 2:,911)11 ^S" �v % Z� I�{�� Gv�
&³]R!³�« T���hri FYdLIbOP³33*9³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 4+050(00³]R!³�| $³I ��

G¦� J��¦&³=Y(�« T���hri I[YR(³34*14³³v��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� f 6+300(00³dY( �| + E��¦ Gw� ¡¤
c��- dY �« T���hri MDGOS`\]DYL_RRD[O(³ 35*50³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 33,611 00³
]R!³�| $³cv��v ¤zu³Gw� Fm¬³c¡� '³]R!³�| T���hri Xnyh� M�bJX¢) 36*16³uv��n�n �n{hk¡�
nmn� 7+200(00³dY( �| + bmlu³Gw� Ozu³c¡�&³]R!³�| X��n��v� bDa`d(³37*10³uv��n�n �n{hj¡�
nmn� 4+500(00³]R!³�| $³I �� Gv� Fm¬³c¡�' ^S" �v Z�uh� DHObDSDW(³
38*4³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 1³+800(00³dY( �| + Gv� ]n{v� c¡�&³]R!³�| Z��h� QE¢TEe)
39*6³u¦�f�n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 2+700(00³dY( �| + P{v Gv� cnmv c¡�&³]R!³�| ��n� bIX¤GI(
40*36³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 16+200(00³̂ S" �v % Z� E��¦ Gv� ¤zu³c¡�&³]R!³�| \nh� K¤HDW(
41*9³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 4+050(00³]R!³�| + I �� Gw� J��v&³dY(�| ]hj�v FDRDSDW
42*4³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 1+800(00³dY( �| + Gv� ]n{v� c¡�&³]R!³�| \gl©z³ZDP\Yb>
43*3³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 1³+350(00³]R!³�v % Gw� ¡¤ c¡� J��v- dY( �| \mqh³M�eJ)
44*6³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 2+700(00³dY( �| + ¤zu³Gv� cnmv c¡�&³]R!³�| ]n�huh��w� D[\RDW
45*12³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 5+400(00³]R!³�| + Fm¬³Gv� I �� c¡�- dY( �| ]¡�n��h� QPSPX£)
46*2³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 900(00³]R!³�| + I�{�� c¡�- dY( �| ^h��n� Hh�v� P_RDP³
47*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| + I�{�� Gw�&³]R!³�| chu�h �e^�\Q) "

48*20³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| %³I�{�� Gw�&³]R!³�| ch{�� Ia¤[LIW(
49*6³u¦�f�n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 2+700(00³dY( �| + P{v Gv� cnmv c¡�&³]R!³�| ch��� \_R_T«I(
"!#$ uv��n�nf³�n{hj¡� nmn� 82?77/77 dY( �| + Gv� ]n{w� c¡� - dY( �| ch���
d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
5e1*12³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 5+400(00³]R!³�| + Fm¬³Gv� I �� c¡�&³]R!³�| ehro� «DNW!³mw�,
Z�ln{v �n��h�n�v �n{v� nmn� 880+000(00³]R!³�w� �h�h�¦ �h{mn�  mn��v�v�, 03-11-2020³
�h�wu �n 2020-02³ �h��� �h�¦�¦ 20741³ ]vlv� ���h�h�¦ ]n�jn�� T�uh�njnlv Th�v T¡h�w�
Eu�n� E\IP¢" �h�hpª�mh� �n��v� nmv��v�v�,
Nv��n �n�n��n�v �h�h �h�¦�¦mª�,
Nv��n �n�n��n�v ��u�n�vq {£�¡��n� uh�w�mn jh��¦�¦�hjv�v�,
]n��h�n�v� �h�h�¦  mn��nmn� uh�v�v�n �h�¦�¦ {|��t �n�nmv �¦{h�¦�h�h�,
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1Zq\t 0 M\h�vfX\x DVaVhh\tb Kqo^#O\zof 5VZ# Ho0 (&- 3 S�hZ�q�k$3vqtV
c�{h�¦mh jv�tv�n�v �n�v�n� w�{n� v�n v�tv�v ��h�h{ g¬g£¥lg³jn�v��v�n� u�����h� �¡m¡��¡¤¡�¡�n
¦j�h� nmv�n� jn�tn�n�n v��v�hmn� �n ^¡�{ ^vlh�n� Qh����!�h ��t�� ��h�h{ 12+11+2020³
�h�wuw�mn �n�lv� nmv�mv¤v v�h� ������,

%In�h�¦ 89,]h�rimh&³

Sgllm³6*
¬w�{n�w� �n��h�n�v) jnun�v 561)11 ^¡�{ Sw�h�¦
1+584+000(00³ ^¡�{ Sv�h�¦ mn¤n�w�mnmv�, G�
¬w�{n�w� �n��h�n�v) jnun�v 561)11 ^¡�{ Sw�h�¦
1+584+000(00³ ^¡�{ Sv�h�¦ mn¤n�w�mnmv�, G�
543+150(00³ dY(�| $Fm¬³ c¡� Q¦�{ ¡¤ Gw� c¡� J��v ' dY(�|
1+584+000(00³ ^¡�{ Sv�h�¦ mn¤n�w�mnmv�, G�
543+150(00³ dY(�| $Fm¬³ c¡� Q¦�{ ¡¤ Gw� c¡� J��v ' dY(�|
u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
543+150(00³ dY(�| $Fm¬³ c¡� Q¦�{ ¡¤ Gw� c¡� J��v ' dY(�|
u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
3*20³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
3*20³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
4*4³
3*20³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
4*4³
5*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
4*4³
5*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
6*231³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 103+950(00³]R!³�| $³
5*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
6*231³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 103+950(00³]R!³�| $³
Qh�v� Tn�wu ]DX[OaI[H¤(
6*231³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 103+950(00³
Qh�v� Tn�wu ]DX[OaI[H¤(
7*200³
Qh�v� Tn�wu ]DX[OaI[H¤(
7*200³
8*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
7*200³
8*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
9*8³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 3+600(00³dY( �|
8*20³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 9+000(00³]R!³�| +
9*8³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 3+600(00³dY( �|
10*10³u¦��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 4+500(00³]R!³�| +
9*8³uv��n�n �n{hj¡� nmn� 3+600(00³dY( �|
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Executive Summary

  Turkey seeks to be the dominant regional force, projecting power over neighboring countries and across seas.

Since 2010, centralized authority has collapsed in many Middle East states, including Libya, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen. States able to 
support, mobilize, and make use of irregular and proxy military formations to project power enjoy competitive advantages in this 
environment. 

FVLMZ BZM[QLMV\ CMKMX EIaaQX 7ZLWnIV IVL \PM 3=B% E]ZSMa [MMS[ \W JM \PM LWUQVIV\ ZMOQWVIT NWZKM% XZWRMK\QVO XW_MZ W^MZ
neighboring countries and across seas. In cooperation with a variety of bodies, most significantly the SADAT military contracting 
company and the Syrian National Army, Turkey has developed over the last decade a large pool of well-trained, easily deployed, and 
effortlessly disposable proxy forces as a tool of power projection, with a convenient degree of plausible deniability. 

When combined with Turkish non-official, but governmentally directed and well-established groups such as the Gray Wolves, it 
JMKWUM[ KTMIZ \PI\ 7ZLWnIV VW_ PI[ I XZQ^I\M UQTQ\IZa IVL XIZIUQTQ\IZa [a[\MU I\ PQ[ LQ[XW[IT'

The use of proxies is rooted in methods developed by the Turkish "deep state" well before the AKP came to power. Ironically, the 
tools forged to serve the deep state's Kemalist, anti-Islamist (and anti-Kurdish) purposes now serve an Islamist, neo-Ottoman (and, 
once again, anti-Kurdish) agenda. 

7ZLWnIV LMXTWa[ \PQ[ IXXIZI\][ NWZ LWUM[\QK IVL NWZMQOV WXMZI\QWV[ _Q\PW]\ WNNQKQIT W^MZ[QOP\' DaZQI _I[ \PM NQZ[\ XTIKM _PMZM PM X]\
this into action. Proxies subsequently have been employed in Libya and in Nagorno Karabakh to further Turkish foreign policy goals. 
There are now reports of Turkish-controlled Syrian fighters being deployed to Qatar. 

Thus far, the proxies have delivered modest achievements for Turkey in Syria, Libya and Azerbaijan. As such, all Middle Eastern 
countries should pay close attention to the nature of this system, the advantages it conveys, and its potential vulnerabilities. 

This study is the first attempt to systematically trace the roots, development, structure, and deployment of Erdogan's "unofficial" 
military frameworks. It also is the first foreign policy/national security study to be published jointly by an Israeli and an Emirati think 
tank. The authors hope it will be the first of many such joint research initiatives. 

1. The Turkish Deep State

Turkey's irregular warfare capabilities have become a key instrument of national policy. To understand the foundations of this 
practice, it is necessary to trace the roots of this system back to the days when the Turkish military ran the state. 

9Q^MV \PMQZ ZWTM QV \PM NW]VLI\QWV WN \PM UWLMZV E]ZSQ[P VI\QWV&[\I\M% \PM E]ZSQ[P 3ZUML 8WZKM[ #EgZS DQTIPTj =]^^M\TMZQ WZ ED=$
always have regarded themselves as the true guardians of the Republic. This perception was shaped mainly due to their role as saviors 
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of the nation in the decade of conventional wars[1] waged until 1922 (the end of the Turkish war of independence). The founder of the 
republic, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, acted as the commander in chief of the TSK, but his resignation from the army and becoming a 
civilian president did not result in role-reduction for the TSK. A symbiotic relationship was formed between the TSK and the 
Republican People's Party (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, CHP), which was initially the sole party in Turkey. The CHP was perceived as 
the political organ of the army. 

Harmony between the army and the civilian state ended in 1945 when Turkey's transition from a single party authoritarian state to a 
multi-party democracy took place. Turkey wanted to be accepted as a member in good standing in the Western camp that attained 
victory in WWII. In the 1950 multi-party elections, the CHP lost power for the first time to the opposition Democrat Party (DP) of 
Adnan Menderes. 

The generals, who considered themselves the core of the state, witnessed the transition of power to DP, which had no formal relations 
with the TSK. This event led to some estrangement of the TSK from the political sphere, pushing the military into the "deep state" 
structure. The senior brass of the TSK developed a culture of covert networking, remaining loyal to "the state" rather than to the 
"elected government." 

Following the 1950 victory of Adnan Menderes' Democrat Party (DP), the Turkish military became more loyal to 
the "deep state" (derin devlet) than to elected officials.

Driven by the imperative of loyalty to the state's interests as defined by the "deep state," the TSK engaged in military coups to redress 
policies that were perceived by them to be threatening the state. In the eyes of the TSK, these military takeovers were just "fine 
tunings" aimed at protecting the state against elected civilian governments. Due to the many such interventions, the concept of a "deep 
state" (derin devlet) grew into a recognized political term in the lexicon of Turkish politics. 

;V *((.% \PMV&BZQUM ?QVQ[\MZ CMKMX EIaaQX 7ZLWnIV _I[ I[SML QV IV QV\MZ^QM_ _PM\PMZ PM _I[ I_IZM WN \PM M`Q[\MVKM WN \PM E]ZSQ[P
!LMMX [\I\M'! 7ZLWnIV ZMXTQML \PI\ \PM !LMMX [\I\M! _I[ I LIVOMZW][ XPMVWUMVWV \PI\ LMUWKZI\QKITTa MTMK\ML X]JTQK [MZ^IV\[ [PW]TL
WJTQ\MZI\M2 IVL PM \ZIKML Q\[ WZQOQV[ JIKS \W \PM A\\WUIV 7UXQZM' 7ZLWnIV ZMNMZZML \W UMUJMZ[ WN \PM LMMX [\I\M I[ I !OIVO! \PI\ IK\[ QV
accordance with its own "holy values" in ways that may even lead to violation of the country's laws. He decried the fact that deep 
statists tag their opponents as "internal enemies." 

The term 'internal enemies' was frequently mentioned after it had been used in Mustafa Kemal Atatürk's farewell letter to the Turkish 
army. (It also is engraved on the wall of his mausoleum in Ankara). He warned the army about "internal enemies." For Atatürk and his 
followers these were Islamists and separatist Kurds. The emerging democracy allowed Islamists and Kurds to acquire public positions 
in the state. 

Deep state elements established assassination squads against Leftists and Kurds who were viewed as dangerous. The police 
investigated such political murders, but nobody ever was brought to justice. The police investigations were conducted half-heartedly, 
and the judiciary tended to shield state officials. The lack of law enforcement and punishment encouraged deep state elements to 
continue their activites. 

Such behavior legitimized covert operations for "the sake of the state" and deeply affected Turkey's political culture. The Islamist 
AKP, a former adversary of the deep state, took control of the Turkish state structure in the 21st century and inherited the modus 
operandi of the deep state in dealing its own adversaries. Moreover, the AKP has further upgraded elements and functions of the 
Turkish deep state and employed them against external adversaries. 
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2. The Special Operations Unit of the Turkish Armed Forces

After the Second World War, Turkey decided to join the Western camp to defend itself from its historical nemesis Russia. Turkey 
decided on June 30, 1950 to participate in the Korean War (1950-1953) and was subsequently admitted into the NATO alliance in 
1952. 

NATO asked the member states to establish special operations units that could organize armed resistance in case of Soviet invasion – 
modeled on the anti-Nazi resistance and the role of the British SOE and the American OSS in supporting it. All NATO countries 
including Turkey formed special units. Immediately after the 1971 coup d'état, Turkey established a special unit under the name 
"Department of Special Warfare" (Özel Harp Dairesi, ÖHD). This entity, also known by the nickname "Gladio,"[2] was tasked to 
carry out covert operations for the state and make necessary preparations to cope with the Russian invasion threat. Many Turkish 
historians believe that Gladio became Turkey's main instrument for carrying out "dirty business" such as assassination, kidnapping, 
sabotage, etc. Turkish leftists and Kurdish political activists were targeted. Thus, the use of non-formal units became a feature of 
Turkish political and military culture. 

While the ÖHD was formally part of the TSK's structure, 
few knew about its existence. For instance, former Turkish 
Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit heard about the ÖHD for the 
first time in 1978. Then-Turkish Chief of Staff Semih Sancar 

asked for funding after the Americans cut the budget of the special unit. Later in a TV interview Ecevit admitted that he was 
astonished when he heard about the existence of such a unit. As leader of the Turkish left, Ecevit's amazement grew when he found 
out that members of the rival rightist "Gray Wolves" also were recruited to the unit. 

3. The Gray Wolves

EPM 9ZIa HWT^M[ #4WbS]Z\TIZ% IT[W SVW_V I[ \PM !;LMITQ[\ :MIZ\P[! i dTSg AKISTIZj$ _MZM NW]VLML QV )0-, Ja \PM E]ZSQ[P VI\QWVITQ[\
3TXIZ[TIV EgZSMq' EPM OZW]X Q[ KWV[QLMZML \PM aW]\P JZIVKP WN \PM @I\QWVITQ[\ ?W^MUMV\ BIZ\a #?QTTQaM\eQ :IZMSM\ BIZ\Q[Q% ?:B$' EPM
ideology of the organization is Pan-Turkic, seeking to unify all Turkic peoples into a single nation stretching from the Adriatic Sea to 
the Great Wall of China. 

The main task of the Gray Wolves was fighting against perceived threats of Communist subversion, as well as the threat of PKK, left-
oriented Kurdish separatism. This organization differed from other youth movements associated with political parties by its 
paramilitary training. According to the official webpage of the Gray Wolves, its training camps offered military training and provided 
a "Turkish-Islam Synthesis," a worldview based on ethno-nationalist religious education, supported by "sports like" and cultural 
activities. Accordingly, Gray Wolves were raised as "nationalist conscious" citizens. They are indoctrinated to perceive the state as a 
PWTa MV\Q\a IVL \W LMLQKI\M \PMU[MT^M[ \W \PM _MTTJMQVO WN \PM [\I\M' EPMQZ PITT WN NIUM NQO]ZM[ QVKT]LM[ ?MPUM\ 3TQ 3nKI% _PW
attempted to murder the pope. 

The involvement of Gray Wolves in Turkey's Special Operations Unit increased significantly after the 1980 military coup. Apart from 
preparing for a possible Soviet invasion, Turkey also experienced assassinations of its diplomats in Europe by the Armenian Secret 
Army for the Liberation of Armenia (ASALA). As the number of assassinations began to climb, coup leader and army Chief of Staff 
Kenan Evren decided to launch a campaign against the ASALA. In this framework many members of the Gray Wolves, including 
those who were in exile in Europe or in prison, were recruited for covert missions against ASALA, with a promise that their criminal 
records would be erased. 

According to former Gray Wolves member Kartal Demirön, retired Turkish army generals trained most of the Gray Wolves. The Gray 
Wolves did not limit their scope of activity only to Armenians, but also targeted the Turkish left and the Kurdish supporters of the 
PKK. During the late 1980s and the 1990s, the Gray Wolves also were recruited into the ranks of Turkey's Gendarmerie's Intelligence 
FVQ\ #<oE7?$ _PQKP _I[ IKK][ML WN XWTQ\QKIT I[[I[[QVI\QWV[ IOIQV[\ =]ZLQ[P XWTQ\QKIT IK\Q^Q[\[ IVL J][QVM[[UMV'

Turkish use of Gray Wolves against the Kurdish PKK became known through an infamous car accident in Susurluk in 1996. The then-
NWZUMZ ^QKM XWTQKM KPQMN :g[MaQV =WKILIn% ?MUJMZ WN BIZTQIUMV\ DMLI\ 4]KIS% IVL WVM WN \PM UW[\ NIUW][ 9ZIa HWT^M[% 3JL]TTIP
cI\Tj i _MZM SQTTML' 3V QVY]QZa ZM^MITML \PI\ \PM \PZMM _WZSML NWZ \PM !DXMKQIT 8WZKM[ 5WUUIVL BW[\! #IT[W SVW_V I[ !DXMKQIT
4]ZMI]!$' ?WZMW^MZ% Q\ \]ZVML W]\ \PI\ \PM E]ZSQ[P UQVQ[\MZ WN QV\MZQWZ% ?MPUM\ 3nIZ% SVM_ IJW]\ \PMQZ IK\Q^Q\QM['

9Q^MV \PM[M IKK][I\QWV[ IVL L]M \W X]JTQK XZM[[]ZM% ?MPUM\ 3nIZ ZM[QOVML IVL _I[ [MV\MVKML QV *((* \W NQ^M aMIZ[ QV RIQT' :W_M^MZ%
PM _I[ XIZLWVML IVL ZMTMI[ML WVM aMIZ TI\MZ' ;V IV QV\MZ^QM_ JMNWZM MV\MZQVO XZQ[WV 3nIZ [IQL \PI\ !\PM [\I\M \WTL ][ KWUM IVL \PMV _M
came. The state told us go and we went. I never caused any harm to the state. I see this imprisonment sentence as national service." 

Further investigations revealed the structure of the Special Warfare Unit. At that time, the unit was said to have approximately 700 
personnel, including elements of the Gray Wolves. According to a former agent of the Turkish Intelligence Agency (MIT), Mahir 
Kaynak, these members were on active duty within the ranks of the army, police, and the MIT. Besides the abovementioned "state 
officials," Kaynak emphasized that the state enjoyed the services of nationalist right-wing mafia leaders. Kaynak added that the state 
QOVWZML \PM KZQUM[ WN \PM UINQI L]M \W \PMQZ KWV\ZQJ]\QWV \W VI\QWVIT [MK]ZQ\a' @I\QWVITQ[\ UINQI JW[[M[ []KP I[ 3TII\\QV cISjKj IVL
Sedat Peker appear to be the most prominent examples of this phenomenon. 

The use of non-formal units became a feature of Turkish political 
and military culture.
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Following the revelations, Turkey adopted an ambivalent stance towards the Gray Wolves and the mafia bosses. A 1997 National 
Security Council meeting tagged the Gray Wolves and mafia bosses as a potential threat to state security. Yet, Turkey did not outlaw 
the Gray Wolves. The group lived on as a youth organization of the MHP. Moreover, Turkey continued using the Gray Wolves. For 
instance, upon the declaration of an alliance between MHP and AKP in 2015, ultra-nationalist mafia bosses, especially Sedat Peker, 
became more active in domestic politics and acted to deter and intimidate leftist opposition voices such as the "Academics for Peace" 
group. 

Gray Wolves also were employed for Turkish purposes abroad. For instance, many members of the movement took part in the first 
(1994-1996) and the second (1999-2000) Chechen Wars, fighting together with the Chechens against the Russian army. According to 
many (but unconfirmed) reports, they also provided weapons and ammunition to the Chechens. 

A 2017 photo posted to social media shows Gray Wolves members in Istanbul with automatic weapons in front 
of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) flag.

At the beginning of the 21st century, the movement entered a period of inaction. However, this trend came to an end in 2015 when 
Thailand decided to extradite a group of Uyghur refugees to China. Pictures of the handcuffed Uyghurs infuriated the Turkish public, 
and the Gray Wolves activists organized demonstrations. They even stormed the Thai consulate in Istanbul. On August 17, 2015, a 
:QVL] [PZQVM QV 4IVOSWS _I[ JWUJML% SQTTQVO *( QVVWKMV\ KQ^QTQIV[' EPM EPIQ XWTQKM IZZM[\ML 9ZIa HWT^M[ UMUJMZ 3LMU =IZILIn
(alias Bilal Mohammed) and charged him with responsibility for the attack. 

With Turkey's decision to intervene militarily in Syria in 2011, the Gray Wolves joined the fighting alongside Syrian Turkmen, who 
IZM KWV[QLMZML XIZ\ WN \PM BIV&E]ZSQK NIUQTa' 3OIQV% I[ QV 5PMKPVaI% 9ZIa HWT^M[ NWK][ML WV NQOP\QVO \PM C][[QIV[ QV !4IajZ 4]KIS%!
the Turkmen dominated area. With Turkey's open support, Gray Wolves began to enroll in new Turkmen armed brigades that were 
named after the Ottoman sultans such as Sultan Murat, Abdulhamid Han, Mehmet the Conqueror, and Yavuz Sultan Selim. 

Unsurprisingly, recruitment was public via the Turkish propaganda machine at home, especially via by pro-government newspapers 
such as !#'% )"$"& and Star. The papers asserted that these groups were in fact defending the Turkmen homeland which is inherited 
from the Ottomans. Indeed, Gray Wolves and their sister organization, Alperen Hearths, left their mark in the Syrian Civil War when 
their member, Alparslan Çelik, killed Oleg Peshkov, the Russian pilot who ejected from a jet that was shot down by the Turkish F-16 
in November 2015. 

EPM QV^WT^MUMV\ WN 9ZIa HWT^M[ QV DaZQI ]VLMZ [\I\M [XWV[WZ[PQX QTT][\ZI\ML \PM JWVL JM\_MMV 7ZLWnIV"[ @MW&A\\WUIVQ[U IVL
?:B"[ PMIL 6M^TM\ 4IPeMTQ"[ BIV&E]ZSQ[U' EPQ[ JMKIUM M^MV KTMIZMZ QV *()/ _PMV 7ZLWnIV JMOIV \W ][M \PM 9ZIa HWT^M[ PIVL [QOV
during his election campaign, while calling for "One nation, one motherland, one flag, and one state." 

Thanks to social media, this nationalist aspect of Turkish political discourse has penetrated the Turkish Diaspora in Europe. On 
November 2, 2020, during the last armed confrontation between Azerbaijan and Armenia, the highly politicized and radicalized 
branch of the Gray Wolves in France vandalized the Armenian genocide monument. Given the ongoing tension between Turkey and 
France, Paris decided to ban the Gray Wolves, accusing the group of being "extremely violent and inciting hatred against Armenians 
and French authorities." 
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A mob of Turkish ultra-nationalists flashing the Gray Wolves hand sign in Vienna on June 26, 2020.

7ZLWnIV [TIUUML \PM 8ZMVKP LMKQ[QWV' 9MZUIV TI_UISMZ[ \PMV LMUIVLML \W MVIK\ I [QUQTIZ JIV WV \PM OZW]X QV 9MZUIVa% _PMZM Q\
was running under an umbrella organization called "Federation of Democratic Idealist Turkish Associations of Germany (Almanya 
Demokratik Ülkücü Türk Dernekleri Federasyonu, ADÜTF). It is estimated that in Germany alone there are 11 thousand Gray Wolves 
members. In fact, in Germany and Austria there are 270 registered Gray Wolves "hearths" (centers). Thus, a ban in Germany could 
also trigger Austrian action against the Gray Wolves. 

Given its strict hierarchical organizational infrastructure, the Gray Wolves is controlled by the MHP in Turkey. Apart from new 
recruits, it seems that the younger members of this organization are sons or grandsons of older Gray Wolves. Membership passes from 
generation to generation. And the political alliance between AKP and MHP provides government shelter and support to the Gray 
Wolves, as well as certain legitimacy. While senior members of the group are on the MHP payroll, most members are volunteers. 

Ankara's open support for the Gray Wolves means that the organization is evolving from a marginal, radical, rightist group into one 
embraced by the Turkish state. It is an organization that is attracting right wing and conservative Islamist circles in the Turkish 
Diaspora. 

4. SADAT (International Defense Consulting Company)

EPM D363E ;V\MZVI\QWVIT 6MNMV[M 5WV[]T\QVO 5WUXIVa #FT][TIZIZI[j DI^]VUI 6IVjqUIVTjS pQZSM\Q$ _I[ M[\IJTQ[PML QV *()* I[ \PM
WVTa XZQ^I\MTa W_VML LMNMV[M KWV[]T\QVO NQZU QV E]ZSMa' EPM KWUXIVa _I[ NW]VLML Ja 4ZQOILQMZ 9MVMZIT #ZM['$ 3LVIV EIVZj^MZLQ IVL
22 comrades in arms who all were expelled from the TSK due to their political Islamic tendencies. 

)1. ($&$) 4232:*8> ,647*5> =*9 /6;5-.- +> %820*-2.8 '.5.8*3 !8.9#" $-5*5 )*58?<.8-2 !9.,65- /864 3./:" *5-
others expelled from the TSK due to their Islamist tendencies.

The name SADAT is the plural form of the word tyvwr (Al-Seyid) meaning "notable" in Arabic, a choice indicating an Islamist 
orientation. The company's offices are in Istanbul. Its legal establishment was declared in the Turkish Registry Gazette on February 
28, 2012 under the number 8015. Its logo indicates that the company's area of operation is the whole Muslim world, including 
European countries such as Bosnia-Herzegovina and Albania. As the sole and leading provider of military training in Turkey, SADAT 
KIV JM KWV[QLMZML \PM KWV\QV]I\QWV WN \PM XZM&7ZLWnIV XMZQWL"[ !LMMX [\I\M! QVNWZUIT ]VQ\['
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The company's website summarizes its activities as the sole Turkish private enterprise that is providing defense consultancy and 
military training and equipment. To achieve this goal, SADAT provides clients with warfare packages and special operations training. 
This includes conventional training (land-naval-air, internal security) and unconventional training (ambush, raid, roadblock, sabotage, 
terrorizing, assassination, rescue, kidnapping, and operational techniques that can be used against street protests). 

SADAT's website includes detailed information and criteria for candidates seeking to participate in a 16-week-long training program. 
According to the Turkish press, SADAT's clients include the Turkish Police forces special unit (Polis Özel Harekat – PÖH, also 
SVW_V I[ !7[ML]TTIP! i EPM >QWV[ WN 9WL$2 \PM VM_Ta IZUML VMQOPJWZPWWL _I\KPUMV #4MSeQ$ \PI\ IK\ I[ 7ZLWnIV"[ ZM^WT]\QWVIZa
O]IZL[ IOIQV[\ IVa XW\MV\QIT \PZMI\[ QV \PM [\ZMM\[2 IVL 7ZLWnIV"[ [XMKQIT XZM[QLMV\QIT O]IZL[% IT[W SVW_V I[ \PM !CMQVNWZKMUMV\[!
(Takviye). 

5WUXIVa NW]VLMZ 9MVMZIT EIVZj^MZLQ _I[ I UMUJMZ WN E]ZSMa"[ DXMKQIT HIZNIZM FVQ\ IVL WN @WZ\PMZV 5aXZ][" 5Q^QT 6MNMV[M
AZOIVQbI\QWV' 6]ZQVO PQ[ UQTQ\IZa [MZ^QKM 9MVMZIT EIVZj^MZLQ IT[W [MZ^ML I[ I TMK\]ZMZ I\ \PM E]ZSQ[P 3ZUML 8WZKM[ UQTQ\IZa IKILMUa%
where the current minister of defense Hulusi Akar was his student. However, after the military intervention in 1997 (the post-modern 
KW]X$ EIVZj^MZLQ _I[ NWZKML \W ZM\QZM L]M \W PQ[ XWTQ\QKIT ;[TIUQK \MVLMVKQM['

3N\MZ M`XMTTML NZWU \PM IZUa% PM RWQVML IV I[[WKQI\QWV KITTML 6MNMVLMZ[ WN <][\QKM #3LITM\Q DI^]VIVTIZ 6MZVMnQ% 3D67C$' EPQ[
organization was formed by 632 military personnel who were all ousted from the TSK, most of them due to their Islamist tendencies. 
Between 2004-2009 he became the chairman of ASDER. To function as a think tank and not only as an ex-army union, he founded the 
<][\QKM 6MNMVLMZ[ D\ZI\MOQK CM[MIZKP 5MV\MZ #3LITM\Q DI^]VIVTIZ D\ZI\MRQS 3ZIq\jZUITIZ ?MZSMbQ 6MZVMnQ% 3DD3?$' 3DD3? JMOIV \W
[]JUQ\ XZWXW[IT[ \W \PM 7ZLWnIV ILUQVQ[\ZI\QWV IJW]\ \PM VMML NWZ KWUXZMPMV[Q^M ZM[\Z]K\]ZQVO QV \PM ED='

EIVZj^MZLQ IVL 7ZLWnIV PI^M SVW_V MIKP W\PMZ [QVKM )00+ _PMV JW\P [MZ^ML QV ;[\IVJ]T% 7ZLWnIV I[ UIaWZ IVL EIVZj^MZLQ I[
commander of Maltepe military base in the city. The two leaders forged a strong relationship. 

EIVZj^MZLQ _I[ LMMXTa QVNT]MVKML Ja FD LMNMV[M KWV[]T\QVO NQZU[ []KP I[ 4TIKS_I\MZ% IVL LMKQLML \W M[\IJTQ[P D363E' HQ\PQV NW]Z
aMIZ[ #QUUMLQI\MTa IN\MZ \PM NIQTML KW]X I\\MUX\ QV <]Ta *()-$% PM _I[ VWUQVI\ML \W JM BZM[QLMV\ 7ZLWnIV"[ \WX UQTQ\IZa IL^Q[WZ' :M
\PMV TML I KWUXZMPMV[Q^M W^MZPI]T WN \PM IZUa' EIVZj^MZLQ [W]OP\ \W MVL \PM [MK]TIZQ[\ ML]KI\QWVIT \ZILQ\QWV WN \PM ED=' :M [P]\ LW_V
the military academies, which were strongholds of Turkish secularism, and replaced them with a National Defense University. This 
latter institution recruited students from the religious Imam Hatip schools. 

@M^MZ\PMTM[[% WV <IV]IZa /% *(*( EIVZj^MZLQ PIL \W ZM[QOV JMKI][M WN I KWV\ZW^MZ[QIT [XMMKP I\ \PM \PQZL ;V\MZVI\QWVIT ;[TIUQK FVQWV
Congress in December 2019, where he said: 

Will Islam ever unite? Yes. How will it happen? When the Mahdi[3] arrives. When does the Mahdi arrive? Only God knows. So, do 
we not have a duty? Should we not prepare the conditions for the Mahdi's arrival? This is precisely what we are doing. 

EIVZj^MZLQ"[ [\I\MUMV\ _I[ VW\ I [TQX WN \PM \WVO]M' AV D363E"[ _MJ[Q\M% \PM WZOIVQbI\QWV% IVL EIVZj^MZLQ XMZ[WVITTa% IL^WKI\M \PM
Pan-Islamic unity of Ummah ideal, while portraying the company as the platform for cooperation among Muslim states. SADAT 
envisions ways in which the Muslim states can become self-sufficient military powers. 

EIVZj^MZLQ"[ IZ\QKTM[ ZM^MIT \PI\ \PM E]ZSQ[P OMVMZIT _I[ LMMXTa QVNT]MVKML Ja \PM DMZJQIV&4W[VQIV KWVNTQK\' :M LMMXTa JMTQM^ML QV \PM
VMML NWZ I BIV&;[TIUQK @3EA [\aTM WN UQTQ\IZa ITTQIVKM IOIQV[\ \PM !MVMUQM[ WN ;[TIU'! EIVZj^MZLQ IT[W KITTML NWZ IV ;[TIUQK ITTQIVKM
against Israel to force Jerusalem to adopt a "just peace." He asked every Muslim nation state to donate tanks and other military 
MY]QXUMV\ NWZ IV ;[TIUQK IZUa \W LMNMVL \PM BITM[\QVQIV[' EIVZj^MZLQ M^MV LM[QOVML I XTIV NWZ LMNMI\QVO ;[ZIMT _Q\PQV MTM^MV LIa['
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EIVZj^MZLQ"[ IXWKITaX\QK BIV&;[TIUQK UQTQ\IZa ITTQIVKM ^Q[QWV _I[ XZM[MV\ML IVL IL^WKI\ML Ja \PM !#'% )"$"& newspaper (a pro-
government voice) for the first time on December 11, 2020, a day before the Organization of Islamic Cooperation summit in Istanbul 
that gathered to protest US recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital. 

!#'% )"$"& also provided its readers an interactive map (at right) indicating the military bases that can be used against Israel during the 
[W&KITTML !NMI[QJTM UQTQ\IZa WXMZI\QWV'! EPM LM\IQT[ _MZM \ISMV NZWU EIVZj^MZLQ"[ IZ\QKTM['

The organization caught the attention of the Israeli security establishment. In 2018, Israel's General Security Service (the Shin Bet) 
accused SADAT of transferring funds to Hamas. A Turkish academic, Cemil Tekeli, was arrested by Israeli security officers and 
IKK][ML WN UWVMa TI]VLMZQVO' >I\MZ% EMSMTQ"[ XQK\]ZM _Q\P EIVZj^MZLQ IT[W []ZNIKML QV \PM ;[ZIMTQMakor Rishon newspaper. 

5. Turkish Proxies in Syria: The NLF and Jaish al-Watani

Turkey was a crucial backer of the armed effort to topple the Assad regime from the beginning of the rebellion, in mid-2011. Prior to 
the uprising, Ankara had enjoyed normal relations with Damascus. But the uprising took place in a context of a generalized advance of 
Sunni Islamist forces in the region, notably in Egypt and Tunisia. At that point, Turkey envisaged the potential emergence of a bloc of 
Sunni Islamist states that would form natural allies for Ankara. The Syrian uprising made Damascus a potential member of such an 
alliance, in the event of rebel victory. This tempting prospect caused the Turkish government to throw its weight behind the rebellion. 

From early 2012 onwards, the armed rebels made use of Turkish soil to transfer weapons to their strongholds in northern Syria. Today, 
the remaining areas of northern Syria outside the control of either the Assad regime or the US-aligned Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF), are all under Turkish supervision or security guarantee to one degree or another. There are three such areas: 

1. The area between Tal Tamr and Ain Issa, conquered from the SDF by the Turkish military and Syrian Islamist militias associated 
with it, in October/November 2019. This area is today under Turkish control. 

2. The area from Jarabulus in the east to Jandaris to its south west. This area constitutes the former Afrin canton of the SDF and was 
conquered by Turkey and associated Islamist militias in January-March 2018. This area is today under Turkish control and undergoing 
demographic changes in a manner reminiscent of Northern Cyprus. Ethnic cleansing of the Kurdish population has taken place. 
137,000 people were displaced from their homes because of the 2018 operation, according to the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. A process of 'Turkification' appears to be under way in this area, including the changing of 
street names, elimination of all Kurdish symbols, use of Turkish currency and opening of Turkish language educational institutes at 
both school and higher education levels. 

3. The area of Idlib Province from Jandaris southwards to Jisr al-Shughur, which is controlled by the so-called 'Salvation 
Government,' a structure of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a Salafi jihadi militia. This area is not under direct Turkish control, but 
Ankara maintains around 80 military and observation points around this area. These points act as a de facto security guarantee for the 
HTS controlled area, since the Syrian regime, if it wished to move against HTS, would need to directly engage the Turkish Armed 
Forces. There are between 12-20,000 Turkish troops currently deployed in this area. Thus, the remaining insurgency in Syria today 
consists of forces partially or entirely under Turkish control. 

Except for HTS, which remains outside direct Turkish supervision, and Haras al-Din, a more radical splinter group which rejected 
HTS's abandonment of open ties to al-Qaeda, all other rebel forces in northern Syria have been absorbed into two Turkish-supported 
structures: The National Liberation Front (NLF), Al-Jabhat al-Wataniya il-Tahrir, and the Syrian National Army (SNA), al-Jaysh al-
Watani. The first of these is a Turkish-sponsored amalgam of 22 rebel militias. The group's formation was announced in May 2018. 
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The dominant militias within it are Ahrar al-Sham, a powerful Salafi grouping, and Faylaq al-Sham, a militia ideologically affiliated 
with the Muslim Brotherhood. The group numbers approximately 70,000 militiamen. 

The Syrian National Army (SNA) consists of 22,000-35,000 fighters.

As to the SNA, also sometimes referred to as the 'Turkish Free Syrian Army' (TFSA), it is the product of a Turkish attempt to 
transform several Syrian rebel militias into a semi-regular military force. It consists of 22,000-35,000 fighters. Organized into seven 
'Legions,' and further sub-divided into divisions and brigades, the force answers nominally to the 'Syrian Interim Government' of 
'President' Anas al-Abdah and his 'Minister of Defense' General Salim Idris. In practice, this force is universally acknowledged to be 
answerable to Turkey. The fighters are trained, equipped, and paid by Ankara, and when deployed in such operations as Operation 
Olive Branch and Operation Peace Spring, (and of course in Libya and Nagorno-Karabakh) they constitute an infantry element of a 
Turkish-directed operation under Turkish command, without an independent command structure of their own or the ability to take 
decisions independent of the Turkish leadership. 

This dependence on Turkey was graphically demonstrated on October 4, 2019, when the heads of the Syrian Interim Government 
announced the merger of the NLF into the SNA, and their support for an upcoming Turkish offensive into SDF-controlled eastern 
Syria (Operation "Peace Spring"). Neither the military commanders of the SNA, nor the leaders of the NLF were aware of the merger, 
which appears to have come at the direct order of the Turkish authorities. Hence, today the NLF officially constitutes a part of the 
SNA. The combined force now numbers around 100,000 fighters. The merger completes the process of the absorption of all 
significant Syrian Sunni militias under direct Turkish command, except for HTS, Haras al-Din (which has in fact attacked Turkish 
forces) and ISIS. 

6. Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) and Turkey

HTS is the only insurgent organization today that maintains relations with Turkey, but which remains outside of the control of the 
Turkish military chain of command in Syria. Turkey's relations with HTS are complex and ambiguous. Officially, Ankara designated 
HTS as a terrorist organization on August 31, 2018, following similar designations by the US and EU. HTS emerged in 2017 from the 
fusion of Jabhat al-Nusra, the former Syrian franchise of al-Qaeda (until it split from the latter in 2016), with a number of other 
Islamist militias, namely Ansar al-Din, Jaysh al-Sunna, Liwa al-Haqq, and the Nour al-Din al-Zenki Movement. 

Hayat Tahrir al Sham operates under Turkish protection in Syria, but outside the Turkish military chain of 
command.
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In practice, Ankara has avoided confronting the organization, which remains the de facto governing authority in southern Idlib, under 
Turkish protection. This is despite Turkey's clear commitment in the framework of the 2018 Sochi agreement with Russia to rid Idlib 
province of terrorist groups. Partly, this may be attributed to Turkey's awareness of the undoubtedly heavy cost in lives among its own 
soldiers, should any such attempt be made (an attempt by the SNA to confront HTS, without major Turkish support, would almost 
certainly result in the SNA's defeat). But Turkey's relations with HTS have long gone beyond merely an uneasy tolerance. 

Strong evidence suggests that HTS maintains relations with MIT (the Turkish intelligence agency), with the defense company 
SADAT, and with IHH, the quasi-governmental Islamic relief agency which has been active in northern Syria and the border area 
throughout the Syrian civil war. 

Regarding MIT, leaked documents from a 2015 court case show that the organization was shipping weapons across the border to a 
Jabhat al-Nusra controlled part of Syria south of Adana. Trucks controlled by the MIT containing the weaponry were stopped by the 
Turkish Jandarma at the Ceyhan toll gate on January 9, 2014. The Turkish authorities later covered up the affair, banning Turkish 
media from reporting on it. Jandarma personnel involved in the search were arrested and charged with espionage. 

Regarding IHH, it has worked closely and without concealment on relief issues with HTS and with other Islamist rebel groups in its 
various iterations since the beginning of the war. HTS personnel have freely crossed the border back and forth since the beginnings of 
the conflict. HTS members escort Turkish personnel through south Idlib at the present time. 

Regarding SADAT, the agency was engaged from the start of the war in the Turkish government's support for and training of rebel 
NQOP\MZ[ NZWU I ^IZQM\a WN WZOIVQbI\QWV[% QVKT]LQVO \PM NWZMZ]VVMZ[ WN :ED' 3KKWZLQVO \W I *()* ZMXWZ\ QV \PM WXXW[Q\QWVQ[\ 3aLjVTjS
newspaper, SADAT established several bases in the Istanbul and Marmara region for the purpose of carrying out this training. This 
report was one of the first in the Turkish media to identify the existence of SADAT, and its role as a trainer of proxy forces for 
Turkey. 

EPM ZMXWZ\ VIUM[ \PM FTIqTj KIUX WV \PM ?IZUIZI ZMOQWV QV \PM 9fTKgS LQ[\ZQK\ WN =WKIMTQ I[ WVM WN \PM NIKQTQ\QM[ ][ML Ja D363E NWZ
the training of Syrian fighters. This facility, formerly maintained by the Turkish Navy, is officially named the "Naval Forces 
5WUUIVL FTIqTj DXMKQIT 7L]KI\QWV 5MV\MZ 5WUUIVL! IVL PI[ I KIXIKQ\a NWZ -(( XMZ[WVVMT' 3KKWZLQVO \W 3aLjVTjS% D363E
personnel working in these facilities transport Syrian fighters from Syria in groups of 300-400 people for training. Activities on this 
scale cannot possibly be undertaken without the knowledge, and hence the tacit support, of MIT and the government. 

The role to be played by the SADAT-trained fighters in Turkish national strategy first became apparent in Operation Euphrates Shield 
in 2016. This operation marks a watershed in Turkey's utilization of Syrian fighters. Prior to it, Turkish support was afforded to the 
Syrian insurgents because of the shared political goal of toppling the Assad regime. In Euphrates Shield, for the first time, the Syrians 
were used as a direct instrument of Turkish policy in pursuit of the Turkish goal of denying the Syrian Kurds contiguous territorial 
autonomy along the Syrian-Turkish border. 

D363E NW]VLMZ EIVZj^MZLQ KITTML QV IV QV\MZ^QM_ WV 3SQ\ EG #6MKMUJMZ )+% *(),$% NWZ \PM M[\IJTQ[PUMV\ WN I]\WVWUW][ E]ZSUMV
IVL D]VVQ 3ZIJ IZMI[ ITWVO \PM JWZLMZ' EIVZj^MZLQ [IQL1 !HM VMML \W X]\ NWZ_IZL W]Z UQVQU]U ZMY]QZMUMV\[% _PQKP IZM I [QVM Y]I
non. There should be an autonomous Turkmen region, if there are to be autonomous and separate federative structures. The Kurdish 
region should not be unified and must be kept separate. Between [Kurdish-controlled points] there should be a corridor that will 
connect us to Aleppo. It [the corridor] should be a Sunni region, an Arab-Sunni region." 

With significant adjustments, this resembles what was subsequently established, utilizing the Syrian fighters of the NLF and SNA as 
the core infantry force in Turkey's operations "Euphrates Shield" and "Olive Branch". The adjustments, as compared with SADAT's 
vision are several. First, the areas conquered by Turkey in these operations are not, except for HTS controlled southern Idlib, 
autonomous. Rather, they are Turkish controlled. Second, Turkey failed in maintaining a foothold to rebel controlled Aleppo city. 
Indeed, the entire city returned to regime control in late 2016, because of Russian and Iranian efforts that Turkey was not strong 
enough to oppose. 

7^QLMVKM PI[ MUMZOML \W []OOM[\ \PI\ \PM 9MVMZIT 5WUUIVL WN \PM E]ZSQ[P IZUML NWZKM[ _I[ WXXW[ML \W 7ZLWnIV"[ XTIV[ \W KIZ^M W]\
autonomous zones in Syria, preferring that Turkey act, if at all, as part of a US led coalition against ISIS. Following the coup attempt 
QV <]Ta *()-% 7ZLWnIV X]ZOML UIVa WNNQKMZ[ WXXW[ML \W I TIZOM&[KITM QVK]Z[QWV QV\W DaZQI'

The recruitment, training and establishment of a large, Turkish-controlled Syrian force enabled Ankara to carry out three extensive 
operations into Syria: "Euphrates Shield" in 2016, "Olive Branch" in 2018, and "Peace Spring" in 2019. This, at minimal cost in 
Turkish lives, and with the built-in 'alibi' that what was being created by the incursions were zones administered by Syrian clients of 
Turkey, rather than by Turkey itself. 

Thus, Syria was the first and prime example of a new method of proxy warfare, using local mercenary forces recruited with the 
involvement of a quasi-governmental agency (SADAT). These forces, and these methods, were then employed in Libya to further 
Turkish foreign policy goals – a project vastly more complex from both a logistical and a geo-political point of view than the 
relatively straightforward deployment of forces in neighboring Syria. 
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7. Turkish Intervention in Libya (via SADAT and Syrian Proxies)

Turkey is closely aligned with the Tripoli-based "Government of National Accord" led by Fa'iz Sarraj in Libya. In December 2019, 
reports began to appear on Syrian opposition websites of Syrian fighters being deployed by Turkey in Libya to defend the GNA areas 
against the advancing forces of General Khalifa Haftar's Libyan National Army (LNA). Turkey denied the reports. Subsequently a 
large volume of evidence confirming the deployment and revealing its details has emerged. In 2013 SADAT itself signed an 
agreement with the Government of National Accord (GNA). In the framework of the agreement SADAT committed to construct a 
military sports facility and a vehicle maintenance structure. 

US Africa Command (AFRICOM) estimates that Turkey has sent 5,000 Syrian mercenaries to fight for Libya's 
Government of National Accord (GNA).

The recruitment of the fighters for Libya was conducted on the ground by SNA personnel, and took place in the three Turkish 
controlled areas in northern Syria, and among refugees in southern Turkey. A relative lull in the fighting with the regime made it 
possible to divert fighters elsewhere. Senior Turkish officials later explicitly confirmed the presence of SNA fighters in Libya. On 
8MJZ]IZa *)% *(*(% QV I [\I\MUMV\ \W ZMXWZ\MZ[% E]ZSQ[P BZM[QLMV\ CMKMX EIaaQX 7ZLWnIV [IQL \PI\ !DaZQIV \MIU[! NZWU \PM D@3 _MZM
KIZZaQVO W]\ UQ[[QWV[ QV >QJaI' ;V I [XMMKP QV \PM E]ZSQ[P KQ\a WN ;bUQZ WV 8MJZ]IZa **% *(*(% 7ZLWnIV WVKM IOIQV KWVNQZUML \PM
presence of SNA personnel in Libya. 

According to Syrian opposition sources, Turkey's Ministry of Defense directly contracted SADAT and an additional company called 
Abna'a al-Umma to manage the recruitment of fighters in the framework of the SNA, and in coordination with the Syrian Interim 
Government. The companies recruited the fighters and were responsible also for the preparation of the official documents that 
authorized them to enter and leave Turkey legally to Libya, in addition to fixing employment contracts of three to six months for the 
fighters. 

A fighter of the Jabhat al Shamiya, one of the component militias of the SNA, told a Syrian opposition website that "the fighters were 
put in a hotel in Turkey until they were issued Turkish IDs. They checked out of Turkey as Turks, not Syrians. Some were transferred 
by plane and others by ship... Also, promises of getting a salary of $3,000 a month were fake, and they only got $1,200." 

According to Syrian opposition sources, the militias responsible for the recruitment and handling of the fighters were the First Corps 
of the National Army, the Sultan Murad Division, the Mu'tasim Division, and the Suleiman Shah Brigade (also known as al-Amshat). 
These groups registered individuals wishing to fight in Libya. They then coordinated the process of transporting fighters from Syria to 
Turkey through communication with SADAT and under the supervision of the Turkish army. Members of the Levant Front, the Glory 
Corps/Faylaq al-Majd, and the Army of Islam/Jaysh al-Islam also travelled to Libya under the supervision of Mu'tasim. 

According to a Syrian opposition report, "Fighters are transported from Syria to Libya through two routes. Some fighters present in 
Libya revealed they are gathered at the Hawar Kilis military crossing and from there transported by buses to Turkish territory. In 
Turkey, they are dropped in camps in the Kilis region until their documents are completed, and then airlifted from Gaziantep 
International Airport to one of Istanbul's airports." 

"The second route consists in taking the road from Syria to Antakya, the air from Antakya to Ankara and finally to Libya on Afriqiyah 
Airways." The Libyan Wings airline is mentioned by other sources as one of the commercial companies used to transport fighters 
from Turkey to Libya. Regarding transport within Turkey, the fighters are taken by road from the Kilis crossing to Gaziantep airport 
and there flown by A400 Turkish military aircraft to Istanbul. 
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Fawzi Boukatif

In Libya itself, SADAT works closely with Fawzi Boukatif, a Palestinian Islamist and former commander of the Martyrs of 17 
February Brigade, a militia which fought Gaddafi. SADAT, together with Boukatif, is responsible for the deployment of the Syrian 
fighters in coordination with Tripoli's army. 

Regarding the number of Syrian fighters present in Libya, according to a report by the US military's Africa Command (AFRICOM), 
presented to the US Office of the Inspector General (OIG) on August 28, 2020, there are approximately 5000 Syrians fighting with the 
GNA in Libya. The report, according to Jane's Information group notes that "Syrians fighting for the GNA are paid and supervised by 
'several dozen' military trainers from a Turkish company called Sadat, which also trains GNA-aligned militias." The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, meanwhile, puts the number higher (at 17,000) and claims that 471 Syrians have been killed in Libya. 

Syrian fighters played a significant role in the GNA's Operation Peace Storm launched on March 25, 2019, which saw GNA and allied 
forces ousting the LNA from the entirety of the Tripoli area, and then pushing east to recapture a string of coastal towns. The role of 
Turkish Bayraktar TB2 UAVs was also vital in this campaign. These systems reportedly played a role in the destruction of three 
Russian Pantsir-S1 systems deployed with the LNA. 

8. Turkish Intervention in Nagorno-Karabakh (via Syrian fighters)

Turkey strongly supported the decision by Azerbaijan to begin in September 2020 a military campaign intended to wrest back the 
disputed territory of Nagorno Karabakh from Armenia. Evidence rapidly began to accumulate that Ankara was maintaining a similar 
pipeline of Syrian client fighters to the battleground, as had been the case in vis Libya. The components and tools of this strategy were 
familiar. Again, official denials from Ankara and Baku were rapidly belied by reports from the battle zone. 

Once again, the Syrian fighters were recruited by the SNA, in cooperation with SADAT. The fighters were offered monthly fees of 
$1,500-2,000 for agreeing to serve in the southern Caucasus. The contracts, again, were for three to six months. The main recruitment 
centers were in the cities of Afrin, Al-Bab, Ras al-Ain, and Tel Abyad. The route taken out of Syria, according to fighters' testimony, 
was also similar. Fighters crossed the border at Kilis and were then transported to the Gaziantep Airport. From there, SADAT-
chartered A-400 transport aircraft flew them to Istanbul Airport, and from there they boarded flights to Baku, Azerbaijan. 

The specific SNA-associated militias used for this deployment differed from those who provided the manpower for Libya. The main 
pools of manpower for this deployment were the Sultan Murad, Suleyman al-Shah, Hamza and Failaq al-Sham brigades. The first two 
of these brigades draw their support from ethnic Turkmen populations in northern Syria, and hence may have been assumed to have 
had a greater natural affinity for the Turkic Azeris than would Syrian Sunni Muslims of Arab ethnicity. 

But in its general contours, the deployment in Nagorno-Karabakh resembled the blueprint established in Libya. In both cases, the role 
of SADAT was paramount in the recruitment, organization, and transport of the fighters; the SNA was the chief pool of manpower; 
and the deployment took place alongside the use of specialists from the official Turkish armed forces. 

9. Turkey and Qatar

Turkey and Qatar are engaged in a strategic partnership based on a common orientation in support of Sunni political Islamism and 
shared adversaries. The first Turkish troops arrived in Qatar in late 2015, under the terms of an agreement for military cooperation 
signed in 2014. Cooperation has sharply increased, however, since the dispute between Qatar on the one hand and Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE on the other in 2017. Several high-level visits have taken place, alongside war games and joint training. Today, Turkey 
maintains a force of around 3000 military personnel in Qatar. In December 2015, a plan was announced for the construction of a 
Turkish base in Qatar, the first permanent Turkish military facility in the Gulf area. In March 2018, an agreement was signed for the 
building of an additional permanent Turkish naval base in the north of Qatar, to include a training facility. 
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Cooperation in the defense sector between the two is also flourishing. Qatar has signed an agreement to purchase TB-2 armed drones, 
which have performed well in Iraq, Libya, Azerbaijan, and Syria. BMC, a Turkish combat vehicle producer, Aselsan, and the Anadolu 
shipyard have also signed major deals with Qatari firms over the last two years. 

The Turkish presence in Qatar makes Ankara a significant player in the Gulf for the first time. Given the assertive pattern of Turkish 
behavior elsewhere, this is causing concern in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. However, at present, the deployment appears to be 
conventional in nature, with no irregular and proxy element of the kind which characterized the Turkish interventions in Libya, Syria 
and Azerbaijan. 

Conclusion

7^MV \PW]OP BZM[QLMV\ 7ZLWnIV KW]TL KZ][P \PM LWUQVIVKM WN \PM ED=% \PM !LMMX [\I\M! XWTQ\QKIT K]T\]ZM Q[ [\QTT M^QLMV\ QV 7ZLWnIV"[
empire. However, it has been turned from a tool of Kemalist and secularist repression into an ambitious vehicle for the neo-Ottoman 
agenda, and as tool meant primarily for internal matters to a tool for achieving external ambitions. 

EWLIa% BZM[QLMV\ 7ZLWnIV"[ 3=B IVL Q\[ ?:B ITTa Z]TM \PM E]ZSQ[P [\I\M _Q\PW]\ IVa [QOVQNQKIV\ WXXW[Q\QWV' EPM \_W XIZ\QM[ LWUQVI\M
ITT [\I\M WZOIV[ IVL UMKPIVQ[U[% QVKT]LQVO \PM LMMX [\I\M IVL Q\[ KW^MZ\ \WWT[' EW [\ZMVO\PMV PQ[ XW[Q\QWV I\ PWUM% 7ZLWnIV KWV\QV]M[
to pursue a hardline Islamist, nationalist, and increasingly blunt neo-Ottoman stance in Turkey's foreign policy. 

3XIZ\ NZWU ZMTaQVO WV \PM ED= NWZ E]ZSMa"[ M`\ZI&\MZZQ\WZQIT UQTQ\IZa KIUXIQOV[% 7ZLWnIV ][M[ \PM 9ZIa HWT^M[% D363E% IVL W\PMZ
MTMUMV\[ QV \PM QUXTMUMV\I\QWV WN PQ[ IOMVLI' EPM[M WZOIVQbI\QWV[ IZM \I[SML _Q\P [MK]ZQVO IVL O]IZIV\MMQVO 7ZLWnIV"[ Z]TM QV E]ZSMa
IOIQV[\ IVa KW]X I\\MUX\[' 4]\ \PMa IT[W [MZ^M 7ZLWnIV"[ IUJQ\QWV[ IJZWIL'

Turkey's activities in Europe, Syria, and Libya serve as 
concrete examples of this. The cooperation between SADAT 
and the Syrian National Army has created a new situation in 
which for the first time Turkey possesses a large pool of 
available, easily deployed, and easily disposable foreign manpower as an important tool of power projection; a tool that provides a 
degree of plausible deniability. 

When combined with Turkish non-official but governmentally directed groups that are well-established such as the Gray Wolves, it 
JMKWUM[ KTMIZ \PI\ 7ZLWnIV VW_ PI[ I XZQ^I\M UQTQ\IZa IVL XIZIUQTQ\IZa [a[\MU I\ PQ[ LQ[XW[IT' :M LMXTWa[ \PQ[ IXXIZI\][ NWZ LWUM[\QK
and foreign operations without official oversight. 

The implications of this are manifold. Rigorous further study of this worrying development is called for. 

Editorial note: This study, which reveals the extent to which Turkey aggressively deploys proxies and militias to project power across 
the Middle East, is the first fruit of a cooperation agreement between the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security and TRENDS 
Research & Advisory of Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates. The two institutes will continue to research together regional 
military and security issues. They also intend to conduct symposia and maintain academic exchange programs.

Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak is co-editor of Turkeyscope, a publication of the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and 
African Studies at Tel Aviv University. Jonathan Spyer is a Ginsburg/Milstein Writing Fellow at the Middle East Forum and 
director of the Middle East Center for Reporting and Analysis.

[1] Respectively, the First and the Second Balkan Wars (1912-1913), World War I (1914-1918), and the Turkish war of independence 
(1919-1922). 

[2] Gladio means sword in Latin. It was the nickname of the Italian special operations unit. Later this term was used to describe all 
special units in NATO. 

[3] Mahdi is the Islamic counterpart of the Messiah in Judeo-Christian theology. 

Turkey possesses a large pool of available, easily deployed, 
disposable foreign manpower.
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%$ @JG @URLKSJ 1GGQ ?TCTG  
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<hc[Z%AehY[i%*Oyha%N_bW^b�%Fkll[jb[h_%eh%ONF+%WbmWoi%^Wl[%h[]WhZ[Z%j^[ci[bl[i%Wi%
dXU dbeU WeQbTYQ^c _V dXU GU`eR\YS( IXYc ̀UbSU`dY_^ gQc cXQ`UT ]QY^\i TeU d_ dXUYb 
b_\U Qc cQfY_bc _V dXU ̂QdY_^ Y^ dXU TUSQTU _V S_^fU^dY_^Q\ gQbc+ gQWUT e^dY\ +3,, $dXU 
U^T _V dXU Ieb[YcX gQb _V Y^TU`U^TU^SU%( IXU V_e^TUb _V dXU bU`eR\YS& BecdQVQ @U]Q\ 
6dQdsb[& QSdUT Qc dXU S_]]Q^TUb Y^ SXYUV _V dXU IH@& Red XYc bUcYW^QdY_^ Vb_] dXU 
Qb]i Q^T RUS_]Y^W Q SYfY\YQ^ ̀bUcYTU^d TYT ̂_d bUce\d Y^ b_\U'bUTeSdY_^ V_b dXU IH@( 6 
ci]RY_dYS bU\QdY_^cXY` gQc V_b]UT RUdgUU^ dXU IH@ Q^T dXU GU`eR\YSQ^ EU_`\U#c 
EQbdi $8e]XebYiUd =Q\[ EQbdYcY& 8=E%& gXYSX gQc Y^YdYQ\\i dXU c_\U ̀Qbdi Y^ Ieb[Ui( 
IXU 8=E gQc ̀UbSUYfUT Qc dXU ̀_\YdYSQ\ _bWQ^ _V dXU Qb]i(  

=Qb]_^i RUdgUU^ dXU Qb]i Q^T dXU SYfY\YQ^ cdQdU U^TUT Y^ +3./ gXU^ Ieb[Ui#c 
dbQ^cYdY_^ Vb_] Q cY^W\U ̀Qbdi QedX_bYdQbYQ^ cdQdU d_ Q ]e\dY'`Qbdi TU]_SbQSi d__[ 
`\QSU( Ieb[Ui gQ^dUT d_ RU QSSU`dUT Qc Q ]U]RUb Y^ W__T cdQ^TY^W Y^ dXU LUcdUb^ 
SQ]` dXQd QddQY^UT fYSd_bi Y^ LL>>(  >^ dXU +3/* ]e\dY'`Qbdi U\USdY_^c& dXU 8=E \_cd 
`_gUb V_b dXU VYbcd dY]U d_ dXU _``_cYdY_^ 9U]_SbQd EQbdi $9E% _V 6T^Q^ BU^TUbUc(  

IXU WU^UbQ\c& gX_ S_^cYTUbUT dXU]cU\fUc dXU S_bU _V dXU cdQdU& gYd^UccUT dXU 
dbQ^cYdY_^ _V ̀_gUb d_ 9E& gXYSX XQT ̂_ V_b]Q\ bU\QdY_^c gYdX dXU IH@( IXYc UfU^d \UT 
d_ c_]U UcdbQ^WU]U^d _V dXU IH@ Vb_] dXU ̀_\YdYSQ\ c`XUbU& ̀ecXY^W dXU ]Y\YdQbi Y^d_ 
dXU !TUU` cdQdU! cdbeSdebU( IXU cU^Y_b RbQcc _V dXU IH@ TUfU\_`UT Q Se\debU _V S_fUbd 
^Udg_b[Y^W& bU]QY^Y^W \_iQ\ d_ !dXU cdQdU! bQdXUb dXQ^ d_ dXU !U\USdUT W_fUb^]U^d(! 

9bYfU^ Ri dXU Y]`UbQdYfU _V \_iQ\di d_ dXU cdQdU#c Y^dUbUcdc Qc TUVY^UT Ri dXU !TUU` 
cdQdU&| dXU IH@ U^WQWUT Y^ ]Y\YdQbi S_e`c d_ bUTbUcc ̀_\YSYUc dXQd gUbU ̀UbSUYfUT Ri 
dXU] d_ RU dXbUQdU^Y^W dXU cdQdU( >^ dXU UiUc _V dXU IH@& dXUcU ]Y\YdQbi dQ[U_fUbc gUbU 
Zecd !VY^U de^Y^Wc! QY]UT Qd ̀b_dUSdY^W dXU cdQdU QWQY^cd U\USdUT SYfY\YQ^ W_fUb^]U^dc( 
9eU d_ dXU ]Q^i ceSX Y^dUbfU^dY_^c& dXU S_^SU`d _V Q !TUU` cdQdU! $9UbY^ 9Uf\Ud% WbUg 
Y^d_ Q bUS_W^YjUT ̀_\YdYSQ\ dUb] Y^ dXU \UhYS_^ _V Ieb[YcX ̀_\YdYSc(        

>^ ,**1& dXU^'EbY]U BY^YcdUb GUSU` IQiiY` :bT_!Q^ gQc Qc[UT Y^ Q^ Y^dUbfYUg 
gXUdXUb XU gQc QgQbU _V dXU UhYcdU^SU _V dXU Ieb[YcX {TUU` cdQdU(| :bT_!Q^ bU`\YUT 
dXQd dXU {TUU` cdQdU| gQc Q TQ^WUb_ec ̀XU^_]U^_^ dXQd TU]_SbQdYSQ\\i U\USdUT ̀eR\YS 
cUbfQ^dc cX_e\T _R\YdUbQdU5 Q^T XU dbQSUT Ydc _bYWY^c RQS[ d_ dXU Ddd_]Q^ :]`YbU( 
:bT_!Q^ bUVUbbUT d_ ]U]RUbc _V dXU TUU` cdQdU Qc Q {WQ^W| gX_ QSd Y^ QSS_bTQ^SU gYdX 



Ydc _g^ !X_\i fQ\eUc! Y^ gQic dXQd ]Qi UfU^ \UQT d_ fY_\QdY_^ _V dXU S_e^dbi#c \Qgc( 
=U TUSbYUT dXU VQSd dXQd TUU` cdQdYcdc dQW dXUYb _``_^U^dc Qc !Y^dUb^Q\ U^U]YUc(!  

O^[%j[hc%�Ddj[hdWb%[d[c_[i�%mWi%\h[gk[djbo%c[dj_ed[Z%W\j[h%_j%^WZ%X[[d%ki[Z%_d%
BecdQVQ @U]Q\ 6dQdsb[#c VQbUgU\\ \UddUb d_ dXU Ieb[YcX Qb]i( $>d Q\c_ Yc U^WbQfUT _^ 
dXU gQ\\ _V XYc ]Qec_\Ue] Y^ 6^[QbQ%( =U gQb^UT dXU Qb]i QR_ed {Y^dUb^Q\ U^U]YUc(| 
;_b 6dQdsb[ Q^T XYc V_\\_gUbc dXUcU gUbU >c\Q]Ycdc Q^T cU`QbQdYcd @ebTc( IXU 
U]UbWY^W TU]_SbQSi Q\\_gUT >c\Q]Ycdc Q^T @ebTc d_ QSaeYbU ̀eR\YS ̀_cYdY_^c Y^ dXU 
cdQdU(  

9UU` cdQdU U\U]U^dc UcdQR\YcXUT QccQccY^QdY_^ caeQTc QWQY^cd AUVdYcdc Q^T @ebTc gX_ 
gUbU fYUgUT Qc TQ^WUb_ec( IXU ̀_\YSU Y^fUcdYWQdUT ceSX ̀_\YdYSQ\ ]ebTUbc& Red ̂_R_Ti 
UfUb gQc Rb_eWXd d_ ZecdYSU( IXU ̀_\YSU Y^fUcdYWQdY_^c gUbU S_^TeSdUT XQ\V'XUQbdUT\i& 
Q^T dXU ZeTYSYQbi dU^TUT d_ cXYU\T cdQdU _VVYSYQ\c( IXU \QS[ _V \Qg U^V_bSU]U^d Q^T 
`e^YcX]U^d U^S_ebQWUT TUU` cdQdU U\U]U^dc d_ S_^dY^eU dXUYb QSdYfYdUc(     

HeSX RUXQfY_b \UWYdY]YjUT S_fUbd _`UbQdY_^c V_b {dXU cQ[U _V dXU cdQdU| Q^T TUU`\i 
W\\[Yj[Z%Okha[o�i%feb_j_YWb%Ykbjkh[.%O^[%DibWc_ij%<FK,%W%\ehc[h%WZl[hiWho%e\%j^[%Z[[f%
cdQdU& d__[ S_^db_\ _V dXU Ieb[YcX cdQdU cdbeSdebU Y^ dXU ,+cd SU^debi Q^T Y^XUbYdUT dXU 
]_Tec _`UbQ^TY _V dXU TUU` cdQdU Y^ TUQ\Y^W Ydc _g^ QTfUbcQbYUc( B_bU_fUb& dXU 6@E 
XQc VebdXUb e`WbQTUT U\U]U^dc Q^T Ve^SdY_^c _V dXU Ieb[YcX TUU` cdQdU Q^T U]`\_iUT 
dXU] QWQY^cd UhdUb^Q\ QTfUbcQbYUc(   

&$ @JG ?QGEKCM <QGRCTKPOS AOKT PH TJG @URLKSJ /RNGF 3PREGS  

6VdUb dXU HUS_^T L_b\T LQb& Ieb[Ui TUSYTUT d_ Z_Y^ dXU LUcdUb^ SQ]` d_ TUVU^T 
YdcU\V Vb_] Ydc XYcd_bYSQ\ ̂U]UcYc GeccYQ( Ieb[Ui TUSYTUT _^ ?e^U -*& +3/* d_ 
`QbdYSY`QdU Y^ dXU @_bUQ^ LQb $+3/*'+3/-% Q^T gQc ceRcUaeU^d\i QT]YddUT Y^d_ dXU 
C6ID Q\\YQ^SU Y^ +3/,(  

C6ID Qc[UT dXU ]U]RUb cdQdUc d_ UcdQR\YcX c`USYQ\ _`UbQdY_^c e^Ydc dXQd S_e\T 
_bWQ^YjU Qb]UT bUcYcdQ^SU Y^ SQcU _V H_fYUd Y^fQcY_^ z ]_TU\UT _^ dXU Q^dY'CQjY 
bUcYcdQ^SU Q^T dXU b_\U _V dXU 7bYdYcX HD: Q^T dXU 6]UbYSQ^ DHH Y^ ce``_bdY^W Yd( 6\\ 
C6ID S_e^dbYUc Y^S\eTY^W Ieb[Ui V_b]UT c`USYQ\ e^Ydc( >]]UTYQdU\i QVdUb dXU +31+ 
Yekf%Z�vjWj,%Okha[o%[ijWXb_i^[Z%W%if[Y_Wb%kd_j%kdZ[h%j^[%dWc[%'?[fWhjc[dj%e\%Nf[Y_Wb%
LQbVQbU! $ljU\ =Qb` 9QYbUcY& l=9%( IXYc U^dYdi& Q\c_ [^_g^ Ri dXU ̂YS[^Q]U 
!<\QTY_&!, gQc dQc[UT d_ SQbbi _ed S_fUbd _`UbQdY_^c V_b dXU cdQdU Q^T ]Q[U ̂USUccQbi 
`bU`QbQdY_^c d_ S_`U gYdX dXU GeccYQ^ Y^fQcY_^ dXbUQd( BQ^i Ieb[YcX XYcd_bYQ^c 
X[b_[l[%j^Wj%BbWZ_e%X[YWc[%Okha[o�i%cW_d%_dijhkc[dj%\eh%YWhho_d]%ekj%'Z_hjo%
RecY^Ucc! ceSX Qc QccQccY^QdY_^& [YT^Q``Y^W& cQR_dQWU& UdS( Ieb[YcX \UVdYcdc Q^T 
@ebTYcX ̀_\YdYSQ\ QSdYfYcdc gUbU dQbWUdUT( IXec& dXU ecU _V ̂_^'V_b]Q\ e^Ydc RUSQ]U Q 
VUQdebU _V Ieb[YcX ̀_\YdYSQ\ Q^T ]Y\YdQbi Se\debU(     

LXY\U dXU l=9 gQc V_b]Q\\i ̀Qbd _V dXU IH@#c cdbeSdebU& VUg [^Ug QR_ed Ydc 
UhYcdU^SU( ;_b Y^cdQ^SU& V_b]Ub Ieb[YcX EbY]U BY^YcdUb 7s\U^d :SUfYd XUQbT QR_ed dXU 
l=9 V_b dXU VYbcd dY]U Y^ +312( IXU^'Ieb[YcX 8XYUV _V HdQVV HU]YX HQ^SQb Qc[UT V_b 
Ve^TY^W QVdUb dXU 6]UbYSQ^c Sed dXU ReTWUd _V dXU c`USYQ\ e^Yd( AQdUb Y^ Q IK Y^dUbfYUg 
:SUfYd QT]YddUT dXQd XU gQc Qcd_^YcXUT gXU^ XU XUQbT QR_ed dXU UhYcdU^SU _V ceSX Q 
e^Yd( 6c \UQTUb _V dXU Ieb[YcX \UVd& :SUfYd#c Q]QjU]U^d WbUg gXU^ XU V_e^T _ed dXQd 
]U]RUbc _V dXU bYfQ\ bYWXdYcd !<bQi L_\fUc! Q\c_ gUbU bUSbeYdUT d_ dXU e^Yd( 

'$ @JG 4RCX BPMVGS 

O^[%BhWo%Rebl[i%*=epakhjbWh,%Wbie%ademd%Wi%j^[%'DZ[Wb_ij%C[Whj^i'%�%sbay%JYWabWh�+%
gUbU V_e^TUT Y^ +30/ Ri dXU Ieb[YcX ̂QdY_^Q\Ycd 6\`Qbc\Q^ Isb[U"( IXU Wb_e` Yc 



S_^cYTUbUT dXU i_edX RbQ^SX _V dXU CQdY_^Q\Ycd B_fU]U^d EQbdi $BY\\YiUdoY =QbU[Ud 
EQbdYcY& B=E%( IXU YTU_\_Wi _V dXU _bWQ^YjQdY_^ Yc EQ^'Ieb[YS& cUU[Y^W d_ e^YVi Q\\ 
Ieb[YS ̀U_`\Uc Y^d_ Q cY^W\U ̂QdY_^ cdbUdSXY^W Vb_] dXU 6TbYQdYS HUQ d_ dXU <bUQd LQ\\ 
_V 8XY^Q(  

IXU ]QY^ dQc[ _V dXU <bQi L_\fUc gQc VYWXdY^W QWQY^cd ̀UbSUYfUT dXbUQdc _V 
8_]]e^Ycd ceRfUbcY_^& Qc gU\\ Qc dXU dXbUQd _V E@@& \UVd'_bYU^dUT @ebTYcX 
cU`QbQdYc]( IXYc _bWQ^YjQdY_^ TYVVUbUT Vb_] _dXUb i_edX ]_fU]U^dc Qcc_SYQdUT gYdX 
`_\YdYSQ\ ̀QbdYUc Ri Ydc ̀QbQ]Y\YdQbi dbQY^Y^W( 6SS_bTY^W d_ dXU _VVYSYQ\ gUR`QWU _V dXU 
<bQi L_\fUc& Ydc dbQY^Y^W SQ]`c _VVUbUT ]Y\YdQbi dbQY^Y^W Q^T ̀b_fYTUT Q !Ieb[YcX'
>c\Q] Hi^dXUcYc&! Q g_b\TfYUg RQcUT _^ UdX^_'^QdY_^Q\Ycd bU\YWY_ec UTeSQdY_^& 
ce``_bdUT Ri !c`_bdc \Y[U! Q^T Se\debQ\ QSdYfYdYUc( 6SS_bTY^W\i& <bQi L_\fUc gUbU 
bQYcUT Qc !^QdY_^Q\Ycd S_^cSY_ec! SYdYjU^c( IXUi QbU Y^T_SdbY^QdUT d_ ̀UbSUYfU dXU cdQdU 
Qc Q X_\i U^dYdi Q^T d_ TUTYSQdU dXU]cU\fUc d_ dXU gU\\RUY^W _V dXU cdQdU( IXUYb XQ\\ _V 
VQ]U VYWebUc Y^S\eTUc BUX]Ud 6\Y 6!SQ& gX_ QddU]`dUT d_ ]ebTUb dXU ̀_`U(  

IXU Y^f_\fU]U^d _V <bQi L_\fUc Y^ Ieb[Ui#c H`USYQ\ D`UbQdY_^c J^Yd Y^SbUQcUT 
cYW^YVYSQ^d\i QVdUb dXU +32* ]Y\YdQbi S_e`( 6`Qbd Vb_] ̀bU`QbY^W V_b Q ̀_ccYR\U H_fYUd 
Y^fQcY_^& Ieb[Ui Q\c_ Uh`UbYU^SUT QccQccY^QdY_^c _V Ydc TY`\_]Qdc Y^ :eb_`U Ri dXU 
6b]U^YQ^ HUSbUd 6b]i V_b dXU AYRUbQdY_^ _V 6b]U^YQ $6H6A6%( 6c dXU ̂e]RUb _V 
QccQccY^QdY_^c RUWQ^ d_ S\Y]R& S_e` \UQTUb Q^T Qb]i 8XYUV _V HdQVV @U^Q^ :fbU^ 
TUSYTUT d_ \Qe^SX Q SQ]`QYW^ QWQY^cd dXU 6H6A6( >^ dXYc VbQ]Ug_b[ ]Q^i ]U]RUbc 
_V dXU <bQi L_\fUc& Y^S\eTY^W dX_cU gX_ gUbU Y^ UhY\U Y^ :eb_`U _b Y^ ̀bYc_^& gUbU 
bUSbeYdUT V_b S_fUbd ]YccY_^c QWQY^cd 6H6A6& gYdX Q ̀b_]YcU dXQd dXUYb SbY]Y^Q\ 
bUS_bTc g_e\T RU UbQcUT(  

6SS_bTY^W d_ V_b]Ub <bQi L_\fUc ]U]RUb @QbdQ\ 9U]Ybq^& bUdYbUT Ieb[YcX Qb]i 
WU^UbQ\c dbQY^UT ]_cd _V dXU <bQi L_\fUc( IXU <bQi L_\fUc TYT ̂_d \Y]Yd dXUYb cS_`U 
_V QSdYfYdi _^\i d_ 6b]U^YQ^c& Red Q\c_ dQbWUdUT dXU Ieb[YcX \UVd Q^T dXU @ebTYcX 
ce``_bdUbc _V dXU E@@( 9ebY^W dXU \QdU +32*c Q^T dXU +33*c& dXU <bQi L_\fUc Q\c_ 
m[h[%h[Yhk_j[Z%_dje%j^[%hWdai%e\%Okha[o�i%B[dZWhc[h_[�i%Ddj[bb_][dY[%Pd_j%*E#I:B% 
gXYSX gQc QSSecUT _V ̀_\YdYSQ\ QccQccY^QdY_^c QWQY^cd @ebTYcX ̀_\YdYSQ\ QSdYfYcdc Q^T 
RecY^Ucc]U^(  

Ieb[YcX ecU _V <bQi L_\fUc QWQY^cd dXU @ebTYcX E@@ RUSQ]U [^_g^ dXb_eWX Q^ 
Y^VQ]_ec SQb QSSYTU^d Y^ Heceb\e[ Y^ +330( IXU dXU^'V_b]Ub fYSU ̀_\YSU SXYUV =scUiY^ 
@_SQTQ!& BU]RUb _V EQb\YQ]U^d HUTQd 7eSQ[& Q^T _^U _V dXU ]_cd VQ]_ec <bQi 
Rebl[i,%<XZkbbW^%qWjb�%�%m[h[%a_bb[Z.%<d%_dgk_ho%h[l[Wb[Z%j^Wj%j^[%j^h[[%meha[Z%\eh%
dXU !H`USYQ\ ;_bSUc 8_]]Q^T E_cd! $Q\c_ [^_g^ Qc !H`USYQ\ 7ebUQe!%( B_bU_fUb& Yd 
deb^UT _ed dXQd dXU Ieb[YcX ]Y^YcdUb _V Y^dUbY_b& BUX]Ud 6!Qb& [^Ug QR_ed dXUYb 
QSdYfYdYUc(  

<YfU^ dXUcU QSSecQdY_^c Q^T TeU d_ ̀eR\YS ̀bUccebU& BUX]Ud 6!Qb bUcYW^UT Q^T gQc 
cU^dU^SUT Y^ ,**, d_ VYfU iUQbc Y^ ZQY\( =_gUfUb& XU gQc ̀QbT_^UT Q^T bU\UQcUT _^U 
iUQb \QdUb( >^ Q^ Y^dUbfYUg RUV_bU U^dUbY^W ̀bYc_^ 6!Qb cQYT dXQd !dXU cdQdU d_\T ec S_]U 
Q^T dXU^ gU SQ]U( IXU cdQdU d_\T ec W_ Q^T gU gU^d( > ̂UfUb SQecUT Q^i XQb] d_ dXU 
cdQdU( > cUU dXYc Y]`bYc_^]U^d cU^dU^SU Qc ̂QdY_^Q\ cUbfYSU(!  

;ebdXUb Y^fUcdYWQdY_^c bUfUQ\UT dXU cdbeSdebU _V dXU H`USYQ\ LQbVQbU J^Yd( 6d dXQd dY]U& 
dXU e^Yd gQc cQYT d_ XQfU Q``b_hY]QdU\i 1** ̀Ubc_^^U\& Y^S\eTY^W U\U]U^dc _V dXU 



<bQi L_\fUc( 6SS_bTY^W d_ Q V_b]Ub QWU^d _V dXU Ieb[YcX >^dU\\YWU^SU 6WU^Si $B>I%& 
BQXYb @Qi^Q[& dXUcU ]U]RUbc gUbU _^ QSdYfU Tedi gYdXY^ dXU bQ^[c _V dXU Qb]i& 
`_\YSU& Q^T dXU B>I( 7UcYTUc dXU QR_fU]U^dY_^UT !cdQdU _VVYSYQ\c&! @Qi^Q[ 
U]`XQcYjUT dXQd dXU cdQdU U^Z_iUT dXU cUbfYSUc _V ̂QdY_^Q\Ycd bYWXd'gY^W ]QVYQ \UQTUbc( 
@Qi^Q[ QTTUT dXQd dXU cdQdU YW^_bUT dXU SbY]Uc _V dXU ]QVYQ TeU d_ dXUYb S_^dbYRedY_^ 
je%dWj_edWb%i[Ykh_jo.%IWj_edWb_ij%cW\_W%Xeii[i%ikY^%Wi%<bWWjj_d%qWa�Y�%WdZ%N[ZWj%K[a[h%
Q``UQb d_ RU dXU ]_cd ̀b_]Y^U^d UhQ]`\Uc _V dXYc ̀XU^_]U^_^( 

;_\\_gY^W dXU bUfU\QdY_^c& Ieb[Ui QT_`dUT Q^ Q]RYfQ\U^d cdQ^SU d_gQbTc dXU <bQi 
L_\fUc Q^T dXU ]QVYQ R_ccUc( 6 +331 CQdY_^Q\ HUSebYdi 8_e^SY\ ]UUdY^W dQWWUT dXU 
<bQi L_\fUc Q^T ]QVYQ R_ccUc Qc Q ̀_dU^dYQ\ dXbUQd d_ cdQdU cUSebYdi( MUd& Ieb[Ui TYT 
^_d _ed\Qg dXU <bQi L_\fUc( IXU Wb_e` \YfUT _^ Qc Q i_edX _bWQ^YjQdY_^ _V dXU B=E( 
B_bU_fUb& Ieb[Ui S_^dY^eUT ecY^W dXU <bQi L_\fUc( ;_b Y^cdQ^SU& e`_^ dXU 
TUS\QbQdY_^ _V Q^ Q\\YQ^SU RUdgUU^ B=E Q^T 6@E Y^ ,*+/& e\dbQ'^QdY_^Q\Ycd ]QVYQ 
R_ccUc& Uc`USYQ\\i HUTQd EU[Ub& RUSQ]U ]_bU QSdYfU Y^ T_]UcdYS ̀_\YdYSc Q^T QSdUT d_ 
TUdUb Q^T Y^dY]YTQdU \UVdYcd _``_cYdY_^ f_YSUc ceSX Qc dXU !6SQTU]YSc V_b EUQSU! 
Wb_e`(  

<bQi L_\fUc Q\c_ gUbU U]`\_iUT V_b Ieb[YcX ̀eb`_cUc QRb_QT( ;_b Y^cdQ^SU& ]Q^i 
]U]RUbc _V dXU ]_fU]U^d d__[ ̀Qbd Y^ dXU VYbcd $+33.'+330% Q^T dXU cUS_^T $+333'
,***% 8XUSXU^ LQbc& VYWXdY^W d_WUdXUb gYdX dXU 8XUSXU^c QWQY^cd dXU GeccYQ^ Qb]i( 
6SS_bTY^W d_ ]Q^i $Red e^S_^VYb]UT% bU`_bdc& dXUi Q\c_ ̀b_fYTUT gUQ`_^c Q^T 
Q]]e^YdY_^ d_ dXU 8XUSXU^c(   

6d dXU RUWY^^Y^W _V dXU ,+cd SU^debi& dXU ]_fU]U^d U^dUbUT Q ̀UbY_T _V Y^QSdY_^( 
=_gUfUb& dXYc dbU^T SQ]U d_ Q^ U^T Y^ ,*+/ gXU^ IXQY\Q^T TUSYTUT d_ UhdbQTYdU Q 
Wb_e` _V JiWXeb bUVeWUUc d_ 8XY^Q( EYSdebUc _V dXU XQ^TSeVVUT JiWXebc Y^VebYQdUT dXU 
Ieb[YcX ̀eR\YS& Q^T dXU <bQi L_\fUc QSdYfYcdc _bWQ^YjUT TU]_^cdbQdY_^c( IXUi UfU^ 
cd_b]UT dXU IXQY S_^ce\QdU Y^ >cdQ^Re\( D^ 6eWecd +1& ,*+/& Q =Y^Te cXbY^U Y^ 
7Q^W[_[ gQc R_]RUT& [Y\\Y^W ,* Y^^_SU^d SYfY\YQ^c( IXU IXQY ̀_\YSU QbbUcdUT <bQi 
L_\fUc ]U]RUb 6TU] @QbQTQ! $Q\YQc 7Y\Q\ B_XQ]]UT% Q^T SXQbWUT XY] gYdX 
bUc`_^cYRY\Ydi V_b dXU QddQS[( 

LYdX Ieb[Ui#c TUSYcY_^ d_ Y^dUbfU^U ]Y\YdQbY\i Y^ HibYQ Y^ ,*++& dXU <bQi L_\fUc 
Z_Y^UT dXU VYWXdY^W Q\_^WcYTU HibYQ^ Ieb[]U^& gX_ QbU S_^cYTUbUT ̀Qbd _V dXU EQ^'
Ieb[YS VQ]Y\i( 6WQY^& Qc Y^ 8XUSX^iQ& <bQi L_\fUc V_SecUT _^ VYWXdY^W dXU GeccYQ^c 
_d%'=Wo�h%=kYWa,'%j^[%Okhac[d%Zec_dWj[Z%Wh[W.%R_j^%Okha[o)i%ef[d%ikffehj,%BhWo%
L_\fUc RUWQ^ d_ U^b_\\ Y^ ̂Ug Ieb[]U^ Qb]UT RbYWQTUc dXQd gUbU ̂Q]UT QVdUb dXU 
Ddd_]Q^ ce\dQ^c ceSX Qc He\dQ^ BebQd& 6RTe\XQ]YT =Q^& BUX]Ud dXU 8_^aeUb_b& Q^T 
MQfej He\dQ^ HU\Y](  

J^ceb`bYcY^W\i& bUSbeYd]U^d gQc ̀eR\YS fYQ dXU Ieb[YcX ̀b_`QWQ^TQ ]QSXY^U Qd X_]U& 
Uc`USYQ\\i fYQ Ri ̀b_'W_fUb^]U^d ̂Ugc`Q`Ubc ceSX Qc 37?; "484< Q^T 0D4B( IXU ̀Q`Ubc 
QccUbdUT dXQd dXUcU Wb_e`c gUbU Y^ VQSd TUVU^TY^W dXU Ieb[]U^ X_]U\Q^T gXYSX Yc 
Y^XUbYdUT Vb_] dXU Ddd_]Q^c( >^TUUT& <bQi L_\fUc Q^T dXUYb cYcdUb _bWQ^YjQdY_^& 
6\`UbU^ =UQbdXc& \UVd dXUYb ]Qb[ Y^ dXU HibYQ^ 8YfY\ LQb gXU^ dXUYb ]U]RUb& 
6\`Qbc\Q^ kU\Y[& [Y\\UT D\UW EUcX[_f& dXU GeccYQ^ ̀Y\_d gX_ UZUSdUT Vb_] Q ZUd dXQd 
gQc cX_d T_g^ Ri dXU Ieb[YcX ;'+0 Y^ C_fU]RUb ,*+/(  



IXU Y^f_\fU]U^d _V <bQi L_\fUc Y^ HibYQ e^TUb cdQdU c`_^c_bcXY` Y\\ecdbQdUT dXU R_^T 
RUdgUU^ :bT_!Q^#c CU_'Ddd_]Q^Yc] Q^T B=E#c XUQT 9Uf\Ud 7QXoU\Y#c EQ^'Ieb[Yc]( 
IXYc RUSQ]U UfU^ S\UQbUb Y^ ,*+2 gXU^ :bT_!Q^ RUWQ^ d_ ecU dXU <bQi L_\fUc XQ^T 
cYW^ TebY^W XYc U\USdY_^ SQ]`QYW^& gXY\U SQ\\Y^W V_b !D^U ̂QdY_^& _^U ]_dXUb\Q^T& _^U 
V\QW& Q^T _^U cdQdU(!       

IXQ^[c d_ c_SYQ\ ]UTYQ& dXYc ̂QdY_^Q\Ycd Qc`USd _V Ieb[YcX ̀_\YdYSQ\ TYcS_ebcU XQc 
`U^UdbQdUT dXU Ieb[YcX 9YQc`_bQ Y^ :eb_`U( D^ C_fU]RUb ,& ,*,*& TebY^W dXU \Qcd 
Qb]UT S_^Vb_^dQdY_^ RUdgUU^ 6jUbRQYZQ^ Q^T 6b]U^YQ& dXU XYWX\i ̀_\YdYSYjUT Q^T 
bQTYSQ\YjUT RbQ^SX _V dXU <bQi L_\fUc Y^ ;bQ^SU fQ^TQ\YjUT dXU 6b]U^YQ^ WU^_SYTU 
]_^e]U^d( <YfU^ dXU _^W_Y^W dU^cY_^ RUdgUU^ Ieb[Ui Q^T ;bQ^SU& EQbYc TUSYTUT d_ 
RQ^ dXU <bQi L_\fUc& QSSecY^W dXU Wb_e` _V RUY^W !UhdbU]U\i fY_\U^d Q^T Y^SYdY^W 
XQdbUT QWQY^cd 6b]U^YQ^c Q^T ;bU^SX QedX_bYdYUc(!  

:bT_!Q^ c\Q]]UT dXU ;bU^SX TUSYcY_^( <Ub]Q^ \Qg]Q[Ubc dXU^ TU]Q^TUT d_ U^QSd Q 
cY]Y\Qb RQ^ _^ dXU Wb_e` Y^ <Ub]Q^i& gXUbU Yd gQc be^^Y^W e^TUb Q^ e]RbU\\Q 
_bWQ^YjQdY_^ SQ\\UT !;UTUbQdY_^ _V 9U]_SbQdYS >TUQ\Ycd Ieb[YcX 6cc_SYQdY_^c _V 
<Ub]Q^i $6\]Q^iQ 9U]_[bQdY[ m\[sSs Isb[ 9Ub^U[\UbY ;UTUbQci_^e& 69mI;%( >d Yc 
UcdY]QdUT dXQd Y^ <Ub]Q^i Q\_^U dXUbU QbU ++ dX_ecQ^T <bQi L_\fUc ]U]RUbc( >^ 
VQSd& Y^ <Ub]Q^i Q^T 6ecdbYQ dXUbU QbU ,1* bUWYcdUbUT <bQi L_\fUc !XUQbdXc! 
$SU^dUbc%( IXec& Q RQ^ Y^ <Ub]Q^i S_e\T Q\c_ dbYWWUb 6ecdbYQ^ QSdY_^ QWQY^cd dXU <bQi 
L_\fUc(  

<YfU^ Ydc cdbYSd XYUbQbSXYSQ\ _bWQ^YjQdY_^Q\ Y^VbQcdbeSdebU& dXU <bQi L_\fUc Yc 
S_^db_\\UT Ri dXU B=E Y^ Ieb[Ui( 6`Qbd Vb_] ̂Ug bUSbeYdc& Yd cUU]c dXQd dXU i_e^WUb 
]U]RUbc _V dXYc _bWQ^YjQdY_^ QbU c_^c _b WbQ^Tc_^c _V _\TUb <bQi L_\fUc( 
BU]RUbcXY` ̀QccUc Vb_] WU^UbQdY_^ d_ WU^UbQdY_^( 6^T dXU ̀_\YdYSQ\ Q\\YQ^SU RUdgUU^ 
6@E Q^T B=E ̀b_fYTUc W_fUb^]U^d cXU\dUb Q^T ce``_bd d_ dXU <bQi L_\fUc& Qc gU\\ 
Qc SUbdQY^ \UWYdY]QSi( LXY\U cU^Y_b ]U]RUbc _V dXU Wb_e` QbU _^ dXU B=E ̀Qib_\\& 
]_cd ]U]RUbc QbU f_\e^dUUbc(  

6^[QbQ#c _`U^ ce``_bd V_b dXU <bQi L_\fUc ]UQ^c dXQd dXU _bWQ^YjQdY_^ Yc Uf_\fY^W 
Vb_] Q ]QbWY^Q\& bQTYSQ\& bYWXdYcd Wb_e` Y^d_ _^U U]RbQSUT Ri dXU Ieb[YcX cdQdU( >d Yc Q^ 
_bWQ^YjQdY_^ dXQd Yc QddbQSdY^W bYWXd gY^W Q^T S_^cUbfQdYfU >c\Q]Ycd SYbS\Uc Y^ dXU 
Ieb[YcX 9YQc`_bQ( 

($ ?/1/@ !6OTGROCTKPOCM 1GHGOSG 0POSUMTKOI 0PNQCOX"  

O^[%N<?<O%Ddj[hdWj_edWb%?[\[di[%>edikbj_d]%>ecfWdo%*PbkibWhWhWi�%NWlkdcW%
?Wd�"cWdb�a%$Yb[UdY% gQc UcdQR\YcXUT Y^ ,*+, Qc dXU _^\i ̀bYfQdU\i _g^UT TUVU^cU 
S_^ce\dY^W VYb] Y^ Ieb[Ui( IXU S_]`Q^i gQc V_e^TUT Ri 7bYWQTYUb <U^UbQ\ $bUc(% 
<ZdWd%OWdh�l[hZ_%WdZ%22%YechWZ[i%_d%Whci%m^e%Wbb%m[h[%[nf[bb[Z%\hec%j^[%ONF%Zk[%
d_ dXUYb ̀_\YdYSQ\ >c\Q]YS dU^TU^SYUc(  

IXU ̂Q]U H696I Yc dXU ̀\ebQ\ V_b] _V dXU g_bT !"#$% $6\'HUiYT% ]UQ^Y^W !^_dQR\U! 
Y^ 6bQRYS& Q SX_YSU Y^TYSQdY^W Q^ >c\Q]Ycd _bYU^dQdY_^( IXU S_]`Q^i#c _VVYSUc QbU Y^ 
>cdQ^Re\( >dc \UWQ\ UcdQR\YcX]U^d gQc TUS\QbUT Y^ dXU Ieb[YcX GUWYcdbi <QjUddU _^ 
A[XhkWho%28,%2012%kdZ[h%j^[%dkcX[h%8015.%Dji%be]e%_dZ_YWj[i%j^Wj%j^[%YecfWdo�i%Wh[W%
_V _`UbQdY_^ Yc dXU gX_\U Bec\Y] g_b\T& Y^S\eTY^W :eb_`UQ^ S_e^dbYUc ceSX Qc 
7_c^YQ'=UbjUW_fY^Q Q^T 6\RQ^YQ( 6c dXU c_\U Q^T \UQTY^W ̀b_fYTUb _V ]Y\YdQbi 
dbQY^Y^W Y^ Ieb[Ui& H696I SQ^ RU S_^cYTUbUT dXU S_^dY^eQdY_^ _V dXU ̀bU':bT_!Q^ 
f[h_eZ�i%'Z[[f%ijWj['%_d\ehcWb%kd_ji.%



IXU S_]`Q^i#c gURcYdU ce]]QbYjUc Ydc QSdYfYdYUc Qc dXU c_\U Ieb[YcX ̀bYfQdU U^dUb`bYcU 
dXQd Yc ̀b_fYTY^W TUVU^cU S_^ce\dQ^Si Q^T ]Y\YdQbi dbQY^Y^W Q^T UaeY`]U^d( I_ QSXYUfU 
dXYc W_Q\& H696I ̀b_fYTUc S\YU^dc gYdX gQbVQbU ̀QS[QWUc Q^T c`USYQ\ _`UbQdY_^c 
dbQY^Y^W( IXYc Y^S\eTUc S_^fU^dY_^Q\ dbQY^Y^W $\Q^T'^QfQ\'QYb& Y^dUb^Q\ cUSebYdi% Q^T 
e^S_^fU^dY_^Q\ dbQY^Y^W $Q]RecX& bQYT& b_QTR\_S[& cQR_dQWU& dUbb_bYjY^W& QccQccY^QdY_^& 
bUcSeU& [YT^Q``Y^W& Q^T _`UbQdY_^Q\ dUSX^YaeUc dXQd SQ^ RU ecUT QWQY^cd cdbUUd 
`b_dUcdc%(  

H696I#c gURcYdU Y^S\eTUc TUdQY\UT Y^V_b]QdY_^ Q^T SbYdUbYQ V_b SQ^TYTQdUc cUU[Y^W d_ 
`QbdYSY`QdU Y^ Q +0'gUU['\_^W dbQY^Y^W ̀b_WbQ]( 6SS_bTY^W d_ dXU Ieb[YcX ̀bUcc& 
H696I#c S\YU^dc Y^S\eTU dXU Ieb[YcX E_\YSU V_bSUc c`USYQ\ e^Yd $E_\Yc ljU\ =QbU[Qd ' 
El=& Q\c_ [^_g^ Qc {:cUTe\\QX! ' IXU AY_^c _V <_T%5 dXU ̂Ug\i Qb]UT ̂UYWXR_bX__T 
gQdSX]U^ $7U[oY% dXQd QSd Qc :bT_!Q^#c bUf_\edY_^Qbi WeQbTc QWQY^cd Q^i ̀_dU^dYQ\ 
dXbUQdc Y^ dXU cdbUUdc5 Q^T :bT_!Q^#c c`USYQ\ ̀bUcYTU^dYQ\ WeQbTc& Q\c_ [^_g^ Qc dXU 
!GUY^V_bSU]U^dc! $IQ[fYiU%( 

>ecfWdo%\ekdZ[h%B[d[hWb%OWdh�l[hZ_%mWi%W%c[cX[h%e\%Okha[o)i%Nf[Y_Wb%RWh\Wh[%
J^Yd Q^T _V C_bdXUb^ 8i`bec# 8YfY\ 9UVU^cU DbWQ^YjQdY_^( 9ebY^W XYc ]Y\YdQbi cUbfYSU 
B[d[hWb%OWdh�l[hZ_%Wbie%i[hl[Z%Wi%W%b[Yjkh[h%Wj%j^[%Okha_i^%<hc[Z%AehY[i%c_b_jWho%
QSQTU]i& gXUbU dXU SebbU^d ]Y^YcdUb _V TUVU^cU =e\ecY 6[Qb gQc XYc cdeTU^d( 
Cem[l[h,%W\j[h%j^[%c_b_jWho%_dj[hl[dj_ed%_d%1997%*j^[%feij-ceZ[hd%Yekf+%OWdh�l[hZ_%
gQc V_bSUT d_ bUdYbU TeU d_ XYc ̀_\YdYSQ\ >c\Q]YS dU^TU^SYUc(    

6VdUb Uh`U\\UT Vb_] dXU Qb]i& XU Z_Y^UT Q^ Qcc_SYQdY_^ SQ\\UT 9UVU^TUbc _V ?ecdYSU 
$6TQ\UdY HQfe^Q^\Qb 9Ub^U!Y& 6H9:G%( IXYc _bWQ^YjQdY_^ gQc V_b]UT Ri 0-, ]Y\YdQbi 
`Ubc_^^U\ gX_ gUbU Q\\ _ecdUT Vb_] dXU IH@& ]_cd _V dXU] TeU d_ dXUYb >c\Q]Ycd 
dU^TU^SYUc( 7UdgUU^ ,**.',**3 XU RUSQ]U dXU SXQYb]Q^ _V 6H9:G( I_ Ve^SdY_^ Qc Q 
dXY^[ dQ^[ Q^T ̂_d _^\i Qc Q^ Uh'Qb]i e^Y_^& XU V_e^TUT dXU ?ecdYSU 9UVU^TUbc 
HdbQdUWYS GUcUQbSX 8U^dUb $6TQ\UdY HQfe^Q^\Qb HdbQdUZY[ 6bQ"j�hcWbWh%H[ha[p_%
9Ub^U!Y& 6HH6B%( 6HH6B RUWQ^ d_ ceR]Yd ̀b_`_cQ\c d_ dXU :bT_!Q^ QT]Y^YcdbQdY_^ 
QR_ed dXU ̂UUT V_b S_]`bUXU^cYfU bUcdbeSdebY^W Y^ dXU IH@(  

OWdh�l[hZ_%WdZ%@hZe!Q^ XQfU [^_g^ UQSX _dXUb cY^SU +33. gXU^ R_dX cUbfUT Y^ 
>cdQ^Re\& :bT_!Wd%Wi%cWoeh%WdZ%OWdh�l[hZ_%Wi%YeccWdZ[h%e\%HWbj[f[%c_b_jWho%XWi[%_d%
dXU SYdi( IXU dg_ \UQTUbc V_bWUT Q cdb_^W bU\QdY_^cXY`(   

OWdh�l[hZ_%mWi%Z[[fbo%_d\bk[dY[Z%Xo%PN%Z[\[di[%Yedikbj_d]%\_hci%ikY^%Wi%=bWYamWj[h,%
Q^T TUSYTUT d_ UcdQR\YcX H696I( LYdXY^ V_eb iUQbc $Y]]UTYQdU\i QVdUb dXU VQY\UT S_e` 
QddU]`d Y^ ?e\i ,*+0%& XU gQc ̂_]Y^QdUT d_ RU EbUcYTU^d :bT_!Q^#c d_` ]Y\YdQbi 
WZl_ieh.%C[%j^[d%b[Z%W%Yecfh[^[di_l[%el[h^Wkb%e\%j^[%Whco.%OWdh�l[hZ_%iek]^j%je%[dZ%
dXU cUSe\QbYcd UTeSQdY_^Q\ dbQTYdY_^ _V dXU IH@( =U cXed T_g^ dXU ]Y\YdQbi QSQTU]YUc& 
gXYSX gUbU cdb_^WX_\Tc _V Ieb[YcX cUSe\QbYc]& Q^T bU`\QSUT dXU] gYdX Q CQdY_^Q\ 
9UVU^cU J^YfUbcYdi( IXYc \QddUb Y^cdYdedY_^ bUSbeYdUT cdeTU^dc Vb_] dXU bU\YWY_ec >]Q] 
=QdY` cSX__\c(  

I[l[hj^[b[ii,%ed%EWdkWho%8,%2020%OWdh�l[hZ_%^WZ%je%h[i_]d%X[YWki[%e\%W%Yedjhel[hi_Wb%
c`UUSX Qd dXU dXYbT >^dUb^QdY_^Q\ >c\Q]YS J^Y_^ 8_^WbUcc Y^ 9USU]RUb ,*+3& gXUbU XU 
cQYT4   
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OWdh�l[hZ_)i%ijWj[c[dj%mWi%dej%W%ib_f%e\%j^[%jed]k[.%Jd%N<?<O)i%m[Xi_j[,%j^[%
eh]Wd_pWj_ed,%WdZ%OWdh�l[hZ_%f[hiedWbbo,%WZleYWj[%j^[%KWd-DibWc_Y%kd_jo%e\%PccW^%
YTUQ\& gXY\U ̀_bdbQiY^W dXU S_]`Q^i Qc dXU ̀\QdV_b] V_b S__`UbQdY_^ Q]_^W Bec\Y] 
cdQdUc( H696I U^fYcY_^c gQic Y^ gXYSX dXU Bec\Y] cdQdUc SQ^ RUS_]U cU\V'ceVVYSYU^d 
]Y\YdQbi ̀_gUbc(  

OWdh�l[hZ_)i%Whj_Yb[i%h[l[Wb%j^Wj%j^[%Okha_i^%][d[hWb%mWi%Z[[fbo%_d\bk[dY[Z%Xo%j^[%
HUbRYQ^'7_c^YQ^ S_^V\YSd( =U TUU`\i RU\YUfUT Y^ dXU ̂UUT V_b Q EQ^'>c\Q]YS C6ID 
ijob[%e\%c_b_jWho%Wbb_WdY[%W]W_dij%j^[%'[d[c_[i%e\%DibWc.'%OWdh�l[hZ_%Wbie%YWbb[Z%\eh%Wd%
>c\Q]YS Q\\YQ^SU QWQY^cd >cbQU\ d_ V_bSU ?UbecQ\U] d_ QT_`d Q !Zecd ̀UQSU(! =U Qc[UT 
UfUbi Bec\Y] ̂QdY_^ cdQdU d_ T_^QdU dQ^[c Q^T _dXUb ]Y\YdQbi UaeY`]U^d V_b Q^ >c\Q]YS 
Whco%je%Z[\[dZ%j^[%KWb[ij_d_Wdi.%OWdh�l[hZ_%[l[d%Z[i_]d[Z%W%fbWd%\eh%Z[\[Wj_d]%DihW[b%
gYdXY^ U\UfU^ TQic( 

OWdh�l[hZ_)i%WfeYWbofj_Y%KWd-DibWc_Y%c_b_jWho%Wbb_WdY[%l_i_ed%mWi%fh[i[dj[Z%WdZ%
QTf_SQdUT Ri dXU 37?; "484< ̂Ugc`Q`Ub $Q ̀b_'W_fUb^]U^d f_YSU% V_b dXU VYbcd dY]U _^ 
9USU]RUb ++& ,*,*& Q TQi RUV_bU dXU DbWQ^YjQdY_^ _V >c\Q]YS 8__`UbQdY_^ ce]]Yd Y^ 
>cdQ^Re\ dXQd WQdXUbUT d_ ̀b_dUcd JH bUS_W^YdY_^ _V ?UbecQ\U] Qc >cbQU\#c SQ`YdQ\(  

37?; "484< Q\c_ ̀b_fYTUT Ydc bUQTUbc Q^ Y^dUbQSdYfU ]Q` Y^TYSQdY^W dXU ]Y\YdQbi RQcUc 
dXQd SQ^ RU ecUT QWQY^cd >cbQU\ TebY^W dXU c_'SQ\\UT {VUQcYR\U ]Y\YdQbi _`UbQdY_^(| IXU 
Z[jW_bi%m[h[%jWa[d%\hec%OWdh�l[hZ_)i%Whj_Yb[i.%%

IXU _bWQ^YjQdY_^ SQeWXd dXU QddU^dY_^ _V dXU >cbQU\Y cUSebYdi UcdQR\YcX]U^d( >^ ,*+2& 
DihW[b�i%B[d[hWb%N[Ykh_jo%N[hl_Y[%*j^[%N^_d%=[j+%WYYki[Z%N<?<O%e\%jhWdi\[hh_d]%\kdZi%
d_ =Q]Qc( 6 Ieb[YcX QSQTU]YS& 8U]Y\ IU[U\Y& gQc QbbUcdUT Ri >cbQU\Y cUSebYdi _VVYSUbc 
WdZ%WYYki[Z%e\%ced[o%bWkdZ[h_d].%GWj[h,%O[a[b_)i%f_Yjkh[%m_j^%OWdh�l[hZ_%Wbie%
cebVQSUT Y^ dXU >cbQU\Y -4<@B /;C:@? ̂Ugc`Q`Ub(  

)$ @URLKSJ =RPWKGS KO ?XRKC. @JG ;93 COF 7CKSJ CM#BCTCOK 

Ieb[Ui gQc Q SbeSYQ\ RQS[Ub _V dXU Qb]UT UVV_bd d_ d_``\U dXU 6ccQT bUWY]U Vb_] dXU 
RUWY^^Y^W _V dXU bURU\\Y_^& Y^ ]YT',*++( EbY_b d_ dXU e`bYcY^W& 6^[QbQ XQT U^Z_iUT 



^_b]Q\ bU\QdY_^c gYdX 9Q]QcSec( 7ed dXU e`bYcY^W d__[ ̀\QSU Y^ Q S_^dUhd _V Q 
WU^UbQ\YjUT QTfQ^SU _V He^^Y >c\Q]Ycd V_bSUc Y^ dXU bUWY_^& ̂_dQR\i Y^ :Wi`d Q^T 
Ie^YcYQ( 6d dXQd ̀_Y^d& Ieb[Ui U^fYcQWUT dXU ̀_dU^dYQ\ U]UbWU^SU _V Q R\_S _V He^^Y 
>c\Q]Ycd cdQdUc dXQd g_e\T V_b] ̂QdebQ\ Q\\YUc V_b 6^[QbQ( IXU HibYQ^ e`bYcY^W ]QTU 
9Q]QcSec Q ̀_dU^dYQ\ ]U]RUb _V ceSX Q^ Q\\YQ^SU& Y^ dXU UfU^d _V bURU\ fYSd_bi( IXYc 
dU]`dY^W ̀b_c`USd SQecUT dXU Ieb[YcX W_fUb^]U^d d_ dXb_g Ydc gUYWXd RUXY^T dXU 
bURU\\Y_^(  

;b_] UQb\i ,*+, _^gQbTc& dXU Qb]UT bURU\c ]QTU ecU _V Ieb[YcX c_Y\ d_ dbQ^cVUb 
gUQ`_^c d_ dXUYb cdb_^WX_\Tc Y^ ̂_bdXUb^ HibYQ( I_TQi& dXU bU]QY^Y^W QbUQc _V 
^_bdXUb^ HibYQ _edcYTU dXU S_^db_\ _V UYdXUb dXU 6ccQT bUWY]U _b dXU JH'Q\YW^UT HibYQ^ 
9U]_SbQdYS ;_bSUc $H9;%& QbU Q\\ e^TUb Ieb[YcX ce`UbfYcY_^ _b cUSebYdi WeQbQ^dUU d_ 
_^U TUWbUU _b Q^_dXUb( IXUbU QbU dXbUU ceSX QbUQc4  

+( IXU QbUQ RUdgUU^ IQ\ IQ]b Q^T 6Y^ >ccQ& S_^aeUbUT Vb_] dXU H9; Ri dXU Ieb[YcX 
]Y\YdQbi Q^T HibYQ^ >c\Q]Ycd ]Y\YdYQc Qcc_SYQdUT gYdX Yd& Y^ DSd_RUb)C_fU]RUb ,*+3( 
IXYc QbUQ Yc d_TQi e^TUb Ieb[YcX S_^db_\(   

,( IXU QbUQ Vb_] ?QbQRe\ec Y^ dXU UQcd d_ ?Q^TQbYc d_ Ydc c_edX gUcd( IXYc QbUQ 
S_^cdYdedUc dXU V_b]Ub 6VbY^ SQ^d_^ _V dXU H9; Q^T gQc S_^aeUbUT Ri Ieb[Ui Q^T 
Qcc_SYQdUT >c\Q]Ycd ]Y\YdYQc Y^ ?Q^eQbi'BQbSX ,*+2( IXYc QbUQ Yc d_TQi e^TUb Ieb[YcX 
S_^db_\ Q^T e^TUbW_Y^W TU]_WbQ`XYS SXQ^WUc Y^ Q ]Q^^Ub bU]Y^YcSU^d _V C_bdXUb^ 
8i`bec( :dX^YS S\UQ^cY^W _V dXU @ebTYcX ̀_`e\QdY_^ XQc dQ[U^ ̀\QSU(  +-1&*** ̀U_`\U 
gUbU TYc`\QSUT Vb_] dXUYb X_]Uc RUSQecU _V dXU ,*+2 _`UbQdY_^& QSS_bTY^W d_ dXU 
J^YdUT CQdY_^c DVVYSU V_b dXU 8__bTY^QdY_^ _V =e]Q^YdQbYQ^ 6VVQYbc( 6 ̀b_SUcc _V 
�Okha_\_YWj_ed�%Wff[Whi%je%X[%kdZ[h%mWo%_d%j^_i%Wh[W,%_dYbkZ_d]%j^[%Y^Wd]_d]%e\%ijh[[j%
^Q]Uc& U\Y]Y^QdY_^ _V Q\\ @ebTYcX ci]R_\c& ecU _V Ieb[YcX SebbU^Si Q^T _`U^Y^W _V 
Ieb[YcX \Q^WeQWU UTeSQdY_^Q\ Y^cdYdedUc Qd R_dX cSX__\ Q^T XYWXUb UTeSQdY_^ \UfU\c(  



-( IXU QbUQ _V >T\YR Eb_fY^SU Vb_] ?Q^TQbYc c_edXgQbTc d_ ?Ycb Q\'HXeWXeb& gXYSX Yc 
Yedjhebb[Z%Xo%j^[%ie-YWbb[Z%�NWblWj_ed%Bel[hdc[dj,�%W%ijhkYjkh[%e\%j^[%CWoWj%OW^h_h%Wb-
HXQ] $=IH%& Q HQ\QVY ZYXQTY ]Y\YdYQ( IXYc QbUQ Yc ̂_d e^TUb TYbUSd Ieb[YcX S_^db_\& Red 
6^[QbQ ]QY^dQY^c Qb_e^T 2* ]Y\YdQbi Q^T _RcUbfQdY_^ ̀_Y^dc Qb_e^T dXYc QbUQ( IXUcU 
`_Y^dc QSd Qc Q TU VQSd_ cUSebYdi WeQbQ^dUU V_b dXU =IH S_^db_\\UT QbUQ& cY^SU dXU 
HibYQ^ bUWY]U& YV Yd gYcXUT d_ ]_fU QWQY^cd =IH& g_e\T ̂UUT d_ TYbUSd\i U^WQWU dXU 
Ieb[YcX 6b]UT ;_bSUc( IXUbU QbU RUdgUU^ +,',*&*** Ieb[YcX db__`c SebbU^d\i 
TU`\_iUT Y^ dXYc QbUQ( IXec& dXU bU]QY^Y^W Y^cebWU^Si Y^ HibYQ d_TQi S_^cYcdc _V V_bSUc 
`QbdYQ\\i _b U^dYbU\i e^TUb Ieb[YcX S_^db_\(  

:hSU`d V_b =IH& gXYSX bU]QY^c _edcYTU TYbUSd Ieb[YcX ce`UbfYcY_^& Q^T =QbQc Q\'9Y^& 
W%ceh[%hWZ_YWb%ifb_dj[h%]hekf%m^_Y^%h[`[Yj[Z%CON�i%WXWdZedc[dj%e\%ef[d%j_[i%je%Wb-
FQUTQ& Q\\ _dXUb bURU\ V_bSUc Y^ ̂_bdXUb^ HibYQ XQfU RUU^ QRc_bRUT Y^d_ dg_ Ieb[YcX'
ce``_bdUT cdbeSdebUc4 IXU CQdY_^Q\ AYRUbQdY_^ ;b_^d $CA;%& 6\'?QRXQd Q\'LQdQ^YiQ Y\'
IQXbYb& Q^T dXU HibYQ^ CQdY_^Q\ 6b]i $HC6%& Q\'?QicX Q\'LQdQ^Y( IXU VYbcd _V dXUcU Yc 
W%Okha_i^-ifedieh[Z%WcWb]Wc%e\%22%h[X[b%c_b_j_Wi.%O^[%]hekf�i%\ehcWj_ed%mWi%
Q^^_e^SUT Y^ BQi ,*+2( IXU T_]Y^Q^d ]Y\YdYQc gYdXY^ Yd QbU 6XbQb Q\'HXQ]& Q 
`_gUbVe\ HQ\QVY Wb_e`Y^W& Q^T ;Qi\Qa Q\'HXQ]& Q ]Y\YdYQ YTU_\_WYSQ\\i QVVY\YQdUT gYdX 
dXU Bec\Y] 7b_dXUbX__T( IXU Wb_e` ̂e]RUbc Q``b_hY]QdU\i 1*&*** ]Y\YdYQ]U^(  

<i%je%j^[%NI<,%Wbie%iec[j_c[i%h[\[hh[Z%je%Wi%j^[%�Okha_i^%Ah[[%Noh_Wd%<hco�%*OAN<+,%
Yd Yc dXU ̀b_TeSd _V Q Ieb[YcX QddU]`d d_ dbQ^cV_b] cUfUbQ\ HibYQ^ bURU\ ]Y\YdYQc Y^d_ Q 
cU]Y'bUWe\Qb ]Y\YdQbi V_bSU( >d S_^cYcdc _V ,,&***'-/&*** VYWXdUbc( DbWQ^YjUT Y^d_ 
i[l[d%�G[]_edi,�%WdZ%\khj^[h%ikX-Z_l_Z[Z%_dje%Z_l_i_edi%WdZ%Xh_]WZ[i,%j^[%\ehY[%
Wdim[hi%dec_dWbbo%je%j^[%�Noh_Wd%Ddj[h_c%Bel[hdc[dj�%e\%�Kh[i_Z[dj�%<dWi%Wb-<XZW^%
WdZ%^_i%�H_d_ij[h%e\%?[\[di[�%B[d[hWb%NWb_c%DZh_i.%Dd%fhWYj_Y[,%j^_i%\ehY[%_i%kd_l[hiWbbo%
QS[^_g\UTWUT d_ RU Q^cgUbQR\U d_ Ieb[Ui( IXU VYWXdUbc QbU dbQY^UT& UaeY``UT& Q^T 
`QYT Ri 6^[QbQ& Q^T gXU^ TU`\_iUT Y^ ceSX _`UbQdY_^c Qc D`UbQdY_^ D\YfU 7bQ^SX Q^T 
D`UbQdY_^ EUQSU H`bY^W& $Q^T _V S_ebcU Y^ AYRiQ Q^T CQW_b^_'@QbQRQ[X% dXUi 
S_^cdYdedU Q^ Y^VQ^dbi U\U]U^d _V Q Ieb[YcX'TYbUSdUT _`UbQdY_^ e^TUb Ieb[YcX 
S_]]Q^T& gYdX_ed Q^ Y^TU`U^TU^d S_]]Q^T cdbeSdebU _V dXUYb _g^ _b dXU QRY\Ydi d_ 
dQ[U TUSYcY_^c Y^TU`U^TU^d _V dXU Ieb[YcX \UQTUbcXY`(  

IXYc TU`U^TU^SU _^ Ieb[Ui gQc WbQ`XYSQ\\i TU]_^cdbQdUT _^ DSd_RUb .& ,*+3& gXU^ 
dXU XUQTc _V dXU HibYQ^ >^dUbY] <_fUb^]U^d Q^^_e^SUT dXU ]UbWUb _V dXU CA; Y^d_ 
dXU HC6& Q^T dXUYb ce``_bd V_b Q^ e`S_]Y^W Ieb[YcX _VVU^cYfU Y^d_ H9;'S_^db_\\UT 
UQcdUb^ HibYQ $D`UbQdY_^ !EUQSU H`bY^W!%( CUYdXUb dXU ]Y\YdQbi S_]]Q^TUbc _V dXU 
HC6& ̂_b dXU \UQTUbc _V dXU CA; gUbU QgQbU _V dXU ]UbWUb& gXYSX Q``UQbc d_ XQfU 
S_]U Qd dXU TYbUSd _bTUb _V dXU Ieb[YcX QedX_bYdYUc( =U^SU& d_TQi dXU CA; _VVYSYQ\\i 
S_^cdYdedUc Q ̀Qbd _V dXU HC6( IXU S_]RY^UT V_bSU ̂_g ̂e]RUbc Qb_e^T +**&*** 
VYWXdUbc( IXU ]UbWUb S_]`\UdUc dXU ̀b_SUcc _V dXU QRc_b`dY_^ _V Q\\ cYW^YVYSQ^d HibYQ^ 
He^^Y ]Y\YdYQc e^TUb TYbUSd Ieb[YcX S_]]Q^T& UhSU`d V_b =IH& =QbQc Q\'9Y^ $gXYSX 
XQc Y^ VQSd QddQS[UT Ieb[YcX V_bSUc% Q^T >H>H(    

*$ 5CXCT @CJRKR CM ?JCN !5@?" COF @URLGX 

=IH Yc dXU _^\i Y^cebWU^d _bWQ^YjQdY_^ d_TQi dXQd ]QY^dQY^c bU\QdY_^c gYdX Ieb[Ui& Red 
gXYSX bU]QY^c _edcYTU _V dXU S_^db_\ _V dXU Ieb[YcX ]Y\YdQbi SXQY^ _V S_]]Q^T Y^ 
Noh_W.%Okha[o�i%h[bWj_edi%m_j^%CON%Wh[%Yecfb[n%WdZ%WcX_]keki.%J\\_Y_Wbbo,%<daWhW%
TUcYW^QdUT =IH Qc Q dUbb_bYcd _bWQ^YjQdY_^ _^ 6eWecd -+& ,*+2& V_\\_gY^W cY]Y\Qb 
TUcYW^QdY_^c Ri dXU JH Q^T :J( =IH U]UbWUT Y^ ,*+1 Vb_] dXU VecY_^ _V ?QRXQd Q\'
CecbQ& dXU V_b]Ub HibYQ^ VbQ^SXYcU _V Q\'FQUTQ $e^dY\ Yd c`\Yd Vb_] dXU \QddUb Y^ ,*+0%& 



gYdX Q ̂e]RUb _V _dXUb >c\Q]Ycd ]Y\YdYQc& ̂Q]U\i 6^cQb Q\'9Y^& ?QicX Q\'He^^Q& AYgQ 
Q\'=Qaa& Q^T dXU C_eb Q\'9Y^ Q\'NU^[Y B_fU]U^d(  

>^ ̀bQSdYSU& 6^[QbQ XQc Qf_YTUT S_^Vb_^dY^W dXU _bWQ^YjQdY_^& gXYSX bU]QY^c dXU TU 
VQSd_ W_fUb^Y^W QedX_bYdi Y^ c_edXUb^ >T\YR& e^TUb Ieb[YcX ̀b_dUSdY_^( IXYc Yc TUc`YdU 
Okha[o�i%Yb[Wh%Yecc_jc[dj%_d%j^[%\hWc[meha%e\%j^[%2018%NeY^_%W]h[[c[dj%m_j^%
GeccYQ d_ bYT >T\YR ̀b_fY^SU _V dUbb_bYcd Wb_e`c( EQbd\i& dXYc ]Qi RU QddbYRedUT d_ 
Okha[o�i%WmWh[d[ii%e\%j^[%kdZekXj[Zbo%^[Wlo%Yeij%_d%b_l[i%Wced]%_ji%emd%iebZ_[hi,%
cX_e\T Q^i ceSX QddU]`d RU ]QTU $Q^ QddU]`d Ri dXU HC6 d_ S_^Vb_^d =IH& gYdX_ed 
cW`eh%Okha_i^%ikffehj,%mekbZ%Wbceij%Y[hjW_dbo%h[ikbj%_d%j^[%NI<�i%Z[\[Wj+.%=kj%
Okha[o�i%h[bWj_edi%m_j^%CON%^Wl[%bed]%]ed[%X[oedZ%c[h[bo%Wd%kd[Wio%jeb[hWdY[.%%%%

Hdb_^W UfYTU^SU ceWWUcdc dXQd =IH ]QY^dQY^c bU\QdY_^c gYdX B>I $dXU Ieb[YcX 
Y^dU\\YWU^SU QWU^Si%& gYdX dXU TUVU^cU S_]`Q^i H696I& Q^T gYdX >==& dXU aeQcY'
W_fUb^]U^dQ\ >c\Q]YS bU\YUV QWU^Si gXYSX XQc RUU^ QSdYfU Y^ ̂_bdXUb^ HibYQ Q^T dXU 
R_bTUb QbUQ dXb_eWX_ed dXU HibYQ^ SYfY\ gQb(    

GUWQbTY^W B>I& \UQ[UT T_Se]U^dc Vb_] Q ,*+/ S_ebd SQcU cX_g dXQd dXU _bWQ^YjQdY_^ 
gQc cXY``Y^W gUQ`_^c QSb_cc dXU R_bTUb d_ Q ?QRXQd Q\'CecbQ S_^db_\\UT ̀Qbd _V HibYQ 
c_edX _V 6TQ^Q( IbeS[c S_^db_\\UT Ri dXU B>I S_^dQY^Y^W dXU gUQ`_^bi gUbU cd_``UT 
Ri dXU Ieb[YcX ?Q^TQb]Q Qd dXU 8UiXQ^ d_\\ WQdU _^ ?Q^eQbi 3& ,*+.( IXU Ieb[YcX 
QedX_bYdYUc \QdUb S_fUbUT e` dXU QVVQYb& RQ^^Y^W Ieb[YcX ]UTYQ Vb_] bU`_bdY^W _^ Yd( 
?Q^TQb]Q ̀Ubc_^^U\ Y^f_\fUT Y^ dXU cUQbSX gUbU QbbUcdUT Q^T SXQbWUT gYdX Uc`Y_^QWU(   

GUWQbTY^W >==& Yd XQc g_b[UT S\_cU\i Q^T gYdX_ed S_^SUQ\]U^d _^ bU\YUV YcceUc gYdX 
=IH Q^T gYdX _dXUb >c\Q]Ycd bURU\ Wb_e`c Y^ Ydc fQbY_ec YdUbQdY_^c cY^SU dXU RUWY^^Y^W 
_V dXU gQb( =IH ̀Ubc_^^U\ XQfU VbUU\i Sb_ccUT dXU R_bTUb RQS[ Q^T V_bdX cY^SU dXU 
RUWY^^Y^Wc _V dXU S_^V\YSd( =IH ]U]RUbc UcS_bd Ieb[YcX ̀Ubc_^^U\ dXb_eWX c_edX >T\YR 
Qd dXU ̀bUcU^d dY]U(   

GUWQbTY^W H696I& dXU QWU^Si gQc U^WQWUT Vb_] dXU cdQbd _V dXU gQb Y^ dXU Ieb[YcX 
]el[hdc[dj�i%ikffehj%\eh%WdZ%jhW_d_d]%e\%h[X[b%\_]^j[hi%\hec%W%lWh_[jo%e\%
_bWQ^YjQdY_^c& Y^S\eTY^W dXU V_bUbe^^Ubc _V =IH( 6SS_bTY^W d_ Q ,*+, bU`_bd Y^ dXU 
effei_j_ed_ij%<oZ�db�a%d[mifWf[h,%N<?<O%[ijWXb_i^[Z%i[l[hWb%XWi[i%_d%j^[%DijWdXkb%
Q^T BQb]QbQ bUWY_^ V_b dXU ̀eb`_cU _V SQbbiY^W _ed dXYc dbQY^Y^W( IXYc bU`_bd gQc _^U 
_V dXU VYbcd Y^ dXU Ieb[YcX ]UTYQ d_ YTU^dYVi dXU UhYcdU^SU _V H696I& Q^T Ydc b_\U Qc Q 
dbQY^Ub _V ̀b_hi V_bSUc V_b Ieb[Ui(   

IXU bU`_bd ̂Q]Uc dXU J\Q"b�%YWcf%ed%j^[%HWhcWhW%h[]_ed%_d%j^[%BwbYya%Z_ijh_Yj%e\%
@_SQU\Y Qc _^U _V dXU VQSY\YdYUc ecUT Ri H696I V_b dXU dbQY^Y^W _V HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc( 
IXYc VQSY\Ydi& V_b]Ub\i ]QY^dQY^UT Ri dXU Ieb[YcX CQfi& Yc _VVYSYQ\\i ̂Q]UT dXU !CQfQ\ 
;_bSUc 8_]]Q^T J\Q"b�%Nf[Y_Wb%@ZkYWj_ed%>[dj[h%>eccWdZ'%WdZ%^Wi%W%YWfWY_jo%\eh%
600%f[hiedd[b.%<YYehZ_d]%je%<oZ�db�a,%N<?<O%f[hiedd[b%meha_d]%_d%j^[i[%\WY_b_j_[i%
dbQ^c`_bd HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc Vb_] HibYQ Y^ Wb_e`c _V -**'.** ̀U_`\U V_b dbQY^Y^W( 
6SdYfYdYUc _^ dXYc cSQ\U SQ^^_d ̀_ccYR\i RU e^TUbdQ[U^ gYdX_ed dXU [^_g\UTWU& Q^T 
XU^SU dXU dQSYd ce``_bd& _V B>I Q^T dXU W_fUb^]U^d(   

IXU b_\U d_ RU ̀\QiUT Ri dXU H696I'dbQY^UT VYWXdUbc Y^ Ieb[YcX ̂QdY_^Q\ cdbQdUWi VYbcd 
RUSQ]U Q``QbU^d Y^ D`UbQdY_^ :e`XbQdUc HXYU\T Y^ ,*+0( IXYc _`UbQdY_^ ]Qb[c Q 
mWj[hi^[Z%_d%Okha[o�i%kj_b_pWj_ed%e\%Noh_Wd%\_]^j[hi.%Kh_eh%je%_j,%Okha_i^%ikffehj%mWi%
QVV_bTUT d_ dXU HibYQ^ Y^cebWU^dc RUSQecU _V dXU cXQbUT ̀_\YdYSQ\ W_Q\ _V d_``\Y^W dXU 
6ccQT bUWY]U( >^ :e`XbQdUc HXYU\T& V_b dXU VYbcd dY]U& dXU HibYQ^c gUbU ecUT Qc Q TYbUSd 
Y^cdbe]U^d _V Ieb[YcX ̀_\YSi Y^ ̀ebceYd _V dXU Ieb[YcX W_Q\ _V TU^iY^W dXU HibYQ^ 
@ebTc S_^dYWe_ec dUbbYd_bYQ\ Qed_^_]i Q\_^W dXU HibYQ^'Ieb[YcX R_bTUb(   



N<?<O%\ekdZ[h%OWdh�l[hZ_%YWbb[Z%_d%Wd%_dj[hl_[m%ed%<a_j%OQ%*?[Y[cX[h%14,%2015+,%
V_b dXU UcdQR\YcX]U^d _V Qed_^_]_ec Ieb[]U^ Q^T He^^Y 6bQR QbUQc Q\_^W dXU R_bTUb( 
OWdh�l[hZ_%iW_Z:%'R[%d[[Z%je%fkj%\ehmWhZ%ekh%c_d_ckc%h[gk_h[c[dji,%m^_Y^%Wh[%W%
cY^U aeQ ̂_^( IXUbU cX_e\T RU Q^ Qed_^_]_ec Ieb[]U^ bUWY_^& YV dXUbU QbU d_ RU 
Qed_^_]_ec Q^T cU`QbQdU VUTUbQdYfU cdbeSdebUc( IXU @ebTYcX bUWY_^ cX_e\T ̂_d RU 
e^YVYUT Q^T ]ecd RU [U`d cU`QbQdU( 7UdgUU^ O@ebTYcX'S_^db_\\UT ̀_Y^dcP dXUbU cX_e\T 
RU Q S_bbYT_b dXQd gY\\ S_^^USd ec d_ 6\U``_( >d OdXU S_bbYT_bP cX_e\T RU Q He^^Y bUWY_^& 
Q^ 6bQR'He^^Y bUWY_^(!   

LYdX cYW^YVYSQ^d QTZecd]U^dc& dXYc bUcU]R\Uc gXQd gQc ceRcUaeU^d\i UcdQR\YcXUT& 
edY\YjY^W dXU HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc _V dXU CA; Q^T HC6 Qc dXU S_bU Y^VQ^dbi V_bSU Y^ 
Okha[o�i%ef[hWj_edi%'@kf^hWj[i%N^_[bZ'%WdZ%'Jb_l[%=hWdY^'.%O^[%WZ`kijc[dji,%Wi%
S_]`QbUT gYdX H696I#c fYcY_^ QbU cUfUbQ\( ;Ybcd& dXU QbUQc S_^aeUbUT Ri Ieb[Ui Y^ 
dXUcU _`UbQdY_^c QbU ̂_d& UhSU`d V_b =IH S_^db_\\UT c_edXUb^ >T\YR& Qed_^_]_ec( 
GQdXUb& dXUi QbU Ieb[YcX S_^db_\\UT( HUS_^T& Ieb[Ui VQY\UT Y^ ]QY^dQY^Y^W Q V__dX_\T 
d_ bURU\ S_^db_\\UT 6\U``_ SYdi( >^TUUT& dXU U^dYbU SYdi bUdeb^UT d_ bUWY]U S_^db_\ Y^ 
\QdU ,*+0& RUSQecU _V GeccYQ^ Q^T >bQ^YQ^ UVV_bdc dXQd Ieb[Ui gQc ̂_d cdb_^W U^_eWX 
d_ _``_cU(   

:fYTU^SU XQc U]UbWUT d_ ceWWUcd dXQd dXU <U^UbQ\ 8_]]Q^T _V dXU Ieb[YcX Qb]UT 
V_bSUc gQc _``_cUT d_ :bT_!Wd�i%fbWdi%je%YWhl[%ekj%Wkjedeceki%ped[i%_d%Noh_W,%
`bUVUbbY^W dXQd Ieb[Ui QSd& YV Qd Q\\& Qc ̀Qbd _V Q JH \UT S_Q\YdY_^ QWQY^cd >H>H(  
;_\\_gY^W dXU S_e` QddU]`d Y^ ?e\i ,*+0& :bT_!Q^ ̀ebWUT ]Q^i _VVYSUbc _``_cUT d_ Q 
\QbWU'cSQ\U Y^SebcY_^ Y^d_ HibYQ(  

IXU bUSbeYd]U^d& dbQY^Y^W Q^T UcdQR\YcX]U^d _V Q \QbWU& Ieb[YcX'S_^db_\\UT HibYQ^ 
V_bSU U^QR\UT 6^[QbQ d_ SQbbi _ed dXbUU UhdU^cYfU _`UbQdY_^c Y^d_ HibYQ4 !:e`XbQdUc 
HXYU\T! Y^ ,*+0& !D\YfU 7bQ^SX! Y^ ,*+2& Q^T !EUQSU H`bY^W! Y^ ,*+3( IXYc& Qd 
c_d_cWb%Yeij%_d%Okha_i^%b_l[i,%WdZ%m_j^%j^[%Xk_bj-_d%�Wb_X_�%j^Wj%m^Wj%mWi%X[_d]%Yh[Wj[Z%
Ri dXU Y^SebcY_^c gUbU j_^Uc QT]Y^YcdUbUT Ri HibYQ^ S\YU^dc _V Ieb[Ui& bQdXUb dXQ^ Ri 
Ieb[Ui YdcU\V(   

IXec& HibYQ gQc dXU VYbcd Q^T ̀bY]U UhQ]`\U _V Q ̂Ug ]UdX_T _V ̀b_hi gQbVQbU& ecY^W 
\_SQ\ ]UbSU^Qbi V_bSUc bUSbeYdUT gYdX dXU Y^f_\fU]U^d _V Q aeQcY'W_fUb^]U^dQ\ 
QWU^Si $H696I%( IXUcU V_bSUc& Q^T dXUcU ]UdX_Tc& gUbU dXU^ U]`\_iUT Y^ AYRiQ d_ 
VebdXUb Ieb[YcX V_bUYW^ ̀_\YSi W_Q\c z Q ̀b_ZUSd fQcd\i ]_bU S_]`\Uh Vb_] R_dX Q 
\_WYcdYSQ\ Q^T Q WU_'`_\YdYSQ\ ̀_Y^d _V fYUg dXQ^ dXU bU\QdYfU\i cdbQYWXdV_bgQbT 
TU`\_i]U^d _V V_bSUc Y^ ̂UYWXR_bY^W HibYQ(  

+$ @URLKSJ 6OTGRVGOTKPO KO 9KDXC !VKC ?/1/@ COF ?XRKCO =RPWKGS"  

Ieb[Ui Yc S\_cU\i Q\YW^UT gYdX dXU IbY`_\Y'RQcUT !<_fUb^]U^d _V CQdY_^Q\ 6SS_bT! 
\UT Ri ;Q#Yj HQbbQZ Y^ AYRiQ( >^ 9USU]RUb ,*+3& bU`_bdc RUWQ^ d_ Q``UQb _^ HibYQ^ 
_``_cYdY_^ gURcYdUc _V HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc RUY^W TU`\_iUT Ri Ieb[Ui Y^ AYRiQ d_ TUVU^T 
j^[%BI<%Wh[Wi%W]W_dij%j^[%WZlWdY_d]%\ehY[i%e\%B[d[hWb%F^Wb_\W%CW\jWh�i%G_XoWd%
CQdY_^Q\ 6b]i $AC6%( Ieb[Ui TU^YUT dXU bU`_bdc( HeRcUaeU^d\i Q \QbWU f_\e]U _V 
UfYTU^SU S_^VYb]Y^W dXU TU`\_i]U^d Q^T bUfUQ\Y^W Ydc TUdQY\c XQc U]UbWUT( >^ ,*+- 
H696I YdcU\V cYW^UT Q^ QWbUU]U^d gYdX dXU <_fUb^]U^d _V CQdY_^Q\ 6SS_bT $<C6%( 
>^ dXU VbQ]Ug_b[ _V dXU QWbUU]U^d H696I S_]]YddUT d_ S_^cdbeSd Q ]Y\YdQbi c`_bdc 
VQSY\Ydi Q^T Q fUXYS\U ]QY^dU^Q^SU cdbeSdebU( 

IXU bUSbeYd]U^d _V dXU VYWXdUbc V_b AYRiQ gQc S_^TeSdUT _^ dXU Wb_e^T Ri HC6 
`Ubc_^^U\& Q^T d__[ ̀\QSU Y^ dXU dXbUU Ieb[YcX S_^db_\\UT QbUQc Y^ ̂_bdXUb^ HibYQ& Q^T 
Q]_^W bUVeWUUc Y^ c_edXUb^ Ieb[Ui( 6 bU\QdYfU \e\\ Y^ dXU VYWXdY^W gYdX dXU bUWY]U 



]QTU Yd ̀_ccYR\U d_ TYfUbd VYWXdUbc U\cUgXUbU( HU^Y_b Ieb[YcX _VVYSYQ\c \QdUb Uh`\YSYd\i 
S_^VYb]UT dXU ̀bUcU^SU _V HC6 VYWXdUbc Y^ AYRiQ( D^ ;URbeQbi ,+& ,*,*& Y^ Q 
cdQdU]U^d d_ bU`_bdUbc& Ieb[YcX EbUcYTU^d GUSU` IQiiY` :bT_!Q^ cQYT dXQd {HibYQ^ 
dUQ]c| Vb_] dXU HC6 gUbU SQbbiY^W _ed ]YccY_^c Y^ AYRiQ( >^ Q c`UUSX Y^ dXU Ieb[YcX 
SYdi _V >j]Yb _^ ;URbeQbi ,,& ,*,*& :bT_!Q^ _^SU QWQY^ S_^VYb]UT dXU ̀bUcU^SU _V 
HC6 ̀Ubc_^^U\ Y^ AYRiQ( 

<YYehZ_d]%je%Noh_Wd%effei_j_ed%iekhY[i,%Okha[o�i%H_d_ijho%e\%?[\[di[%Z_h[Yjbo%
YedjhWYj[Z%N<?<O%WdZ%Wd%WZZ_j_edWb%YecfWdo%YWbb[Z%<XdW�W%Wb-PccW%je%cWdW][%j^[%
bUSbeYd]U^d _V VYWXdUbc Y^ dXU VbQ]Ug_b[ _V dXU HC6& Q^T Y^ S__bTY^QdY_^ gYdX dXU 
HibYQ^ >^dUbY] <_fUb^]U^d( IXU S_]`Q^YUc bUSbeYdUT dXU VYWXdUbc Q^T gUbU 
bUc`_^cYR\U Q\c_ V_b dXU ̀bU`QbQdY_^ _V dXU _VVYSYQ\ T_Se]U^dc dXQd QedX_bYjUT dXU] d_ 
U^dUb Q^T \UQfU Ieb[Ui \UWQ\\i d_ AYRiQ& Y^ QTTYdY_^ d_ VYhY^W U]`\_i]U^d S_^dbQSdc _V 
dXbUU d_ cYh ]_^dXc V_b dXU VYWXdUbc(   

6 VYWXdUb _V dXU ?QRXQd Q\ HXQ]YiQ& _^U _V dXU S_]`_^U^d ]Y\YdYQc _V dXU HC6& d_\T Q 
HibYQ^ _``_cYdY_^ gURcYdU dXQd {dXU VYWXdUbc gUbU ̀ed Y^ Q X_dU\ Y^ Ieb[Ui e^dY\ dXUi 
gUbU YcceUT Ieb[YcX >9c( IXUi SXUS[UT _ed _V Ieb[Ui Qc Ieb[c& ̂_d HibYQ^c( H_]U 
gUbU dbQ^cVUbbUT Ri ̀\Q^U Q^T _dXUbc Ri cXY`((( 6\c_& ̀b_]YcUc _V WUddY^W Q cQ\Qbi _V 
"-&*** Q ]_^dX gUbU VQ[U& Q^T dXUi _^\i W_d "+&,**(| 

6SS_bTY^W d_ HibYQ^ _``_cYdY_^ c_ebSUc& dXU ]Y\YdYQc bUc`_^cYR\U V_b dXU bUSbeYd]U^d 
Q^T XQ^T\Y^W _V dXU VYWXdUbc gUbU dXU ;Ybcd 8_b`c _V dXU CQdY_^Q\ 6b]i& dXU He\dQ^ 
BebQT 9YfYcY_^& dXU Be#dQcY] 9YfYcY_^& Q^T dXU He\UY]Q^ HXQX 7bYWQTU $Q\c_ [^_g^ 
Qc Q\'6]cXQd%( IXUcU Wb_e`c bUWYcdUbUT Y^TYfYTeQ\c gYcXY^W d_ VYWXd Y^ AYRiQ( IXUi 
dXU^ S__bTY^QdUT dXU ̀b_SUcc _V dbQ^c`_bdY^W VYWXdUbc Vb_] HibYQ d_ Ieb[Ui dXb_eWX 
S_]]e^YSQdY_^ gYdX H696I Q^T e^TUb dXU ce`UbfYcY_^ _V dXU Ieb[YcX Qb]i(  
BU]RUbc _V dXU AUfQ^d ;b_^d& dXU <\_bi 8_b`c);Qi\Qa Q\'BQZT& Q^T dXU 6b]i _V 
DibWc/EWoi^%Wb-DibWc%Wbie%jhWl[bb[Z%je%G_XoW%kdZ[h%j^[%ikf[hl_i_ed%e\%Hk�jWi_c.%%%

6SS_bTY^W d_ Q HibYQ^ _``_cYdY_^ bU`_bd& {;YWXdUbc QbU dbQ^c`_bdUT Vb_] HibYQ d_ AYRiQ 
dXb_eWX dg_ b_edUc( H_]U VYWXdUbc ̀bUcU^d Y^ AYRiQ bUfUQ\UT dXUi QbU WQdXUbUT Qd dXU 
=QgQb @Y\Yc ]Y\YdQbi Sb_ccY^W Q^T Vb_] dXUbU dbQ^c`_bdUT Ri RecUc d_ Ieb[YcX 
dUbbYd_bi( >^ Ieb[Ui& dXUi QbU Tb_``UT Y^ SQ]`c Y^ dXU @Y\Yc bUWY_^ e^dY\ dXUYb 
T_Se]U^dc QbU S_]`\UdUT& Q^T dXU^ QYb\YVdUT Vb_] <QjYQ^dU` >^dUb^QdY_^Q\ 6Yb`_bd d_ 
ed[%e\%DijWdXkb�i%W_hfehji.�%

{IXU cUS_^T b_edU S_^cYcdc Y^ dQ[Y^W dXU b_QT Vb_] HibYQ d_ 6^dQ[iQ& dXU QYb Vb_] 
6^dQ[iQ d_ 6^[QbQ Q^T VY^Q\\i d_ AYRiQ _^ 6VbYaYiQX 6YbgQic(| IXU AYRiQ^ LY^Wc 
QYb\Y^U Yc ]U^dY_^UT Ri _dXUb c_ebSUc Qc _^U _V dXU S_]]UbSYQ\ S_]`Q^YUc ecUT d_ 
dbQ^c`_bd VYWXdUbc Vb_] Ieb[Ui d_ AYRiQ( GUWQbTY^W dbQ^c`_bd gYdXY^ Ieb[Ui& dXU 
VYWXdUbc QbU dQ[U^ Ri b_QT Vb_] dXU @Y\Yc Sb_ccY^W d_ <QjYQ^dU` QYb`_bd Q^T dXUbU V\_g^ 
Ri 6.** Ieb[YcX ]Y\YdQbi QYbSbQVd d_ >cdQ^Re\(   

>^ AYRiQ YdcU\V& H696I g_b[c S\_cU\i gYdX ;QgjY 7_e[QdYV& Q EQ\UcdY^YQ^ >c\Q]Ycd Q^T 
V_b]Ub S_]]Q^TUb _V dXU BQbdibc _V +1 ;URbeQbi 7bYWQTU& Q ]Y\YdYQ gXYSX V_eWXd 
<QTTQVY( H696I& d_WUdXUb gYdX 7_e[QdYV& Yc bUc`_^cYR\U V_b dXU TU`\_i]U^d _V dXU 
Noh_Wd%\_]^j[hi%_d%YeehZ_dWj_ed%m_j^%Oh_feb_�i%Whco.%%%%

GUWQbTY^W dXU ̂e]RUb _V HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc ̀bUcU^d Y^ AYRiQ& QSS_bTY^W d_ Q bU`_bd Ri dXU 
PN%c_b_jWho�i%<\h_YW%>eccWdZ%*<AMD>JH+,%fh[i[dj[Z%je%j^[%PN%J\\_Y[%e\%j^[%
>^c`USd_b <U^UbQ\ $D><% _^ 6eWecd ,2& ,*,*& dXUbU QbU Q``b_hY]QdU\i /*** HibYQ^c 
\_]^j_d]%m_j^%j^[%BI<%_d%G_XoW.%O^[%h[fehj,%WYYehZ_d]%je%EWd[�i%Dd\ehcWj_ed%]hekf%
dej[i%j^Wj%�Noh_Wdi%\_]^j_d]%\eh%j^[%BI<%Wh[%fW_Z%WdZ%ikf[hl_i[Z%Xo%�i[l[hWb%Zep[d�%



]Y\YdQbi dbQY^Ubc Vb_] Q Ieb[YcX S_]`Q^i SQ\\UT HQTQd& gXYSX Q\c_ dbQY^c <C6'
Q\YW^UT ]Y\YdYQc(| IXU HibYQ^ DRcUbfQd_bi V_b =e]Q^ GYWXdc& ]UQ^gXY\U& ̀edc dXU 
^e]RUb XYWXUb $Qd +1&***% Q^T S\QY]c dXQd .1+ HibYQ^c XQfU RUU^ [Y\\UT Y^ AYRiQ(  

Noh_Wd%\_]^j[hi%fbWo[Z%W%i_]d_\_YWdj%heb[%_d%j^[%BI<�i%Jf[hWj_ed%K[WY[%Njehc%
\Qe^SXUT _^ BQbSX ,/& ,*+3& gXYSX cQg <C6 Q^T Q\\YUT V_bSUc _ecdY^W dXU AC6 
Vb_] dXU U^dYbUdi _V dXU IbY`_\Y QbUQ& Q^T dXU^ ̀ecXY^W UQcd d_ bUSQ`debU Q cdbY^W _V 
S_QcdQ\ d_g^c( IXU b_\U _V Ieb[YcX 7QibQ[dQb I7, J6Kc gQc Q\c_ fYdQ\ Y^ dXYc 
SQ]`QYW^( IXUcU cicdU]c bU`_bdUT\i ̀\QiUT Q b_\U Y^ dXU TUcdbeSdY_^ _V dXbUU GeccYQ^ 
EQ^dcYb'H+ cicdU]c TU`\_iUT gYdX dXU AC6(  

,$ @URLKSJ 6OTGRVGOTKPO KO ;CIPROP#8CRCDCLJ !VKC ?XRKCO HKIJTGRS"  

Ieb[Ui cdb_^W\i ce``_bdUT dXU TUSYcY_^ Ri 6jUbRQYZQ^ d_ RUWY^ Y^ HU`dU]RUb ,*,* Q 
]Y\YdQbi SQ]`QYW^ Y^dU^TUT d_ gbUcd RQS[ dXU TYc`edUT dUbbYd_bi _V CQW_b^_ @QbQRQ[X 
Vb_] 6b]U^YQ( :fYTU^SU bQ`YT\i RUWQ^ d_ QSSe]e\QdU dXQd 6^[QbQ gQc ]QY^dQY^Y^W Q 
cY]Y\Qb ̀Y`U\Y^U _V HibYQ^ S\YU^d VYWXdUbc d_ dXU RQdd\UWb_e^T& Qc XQT RUU^ dXU SQcU Y^ 
fYc AYRiQ( IXU S_]`_^U^dc Q^T d__\c _V dXYc cdbQdUWi gUbU VQ]Y\YQb( 6WQY^& _VVYSYQ\ 
TU^YQ\c Vb_] 6^[QbQ Q^T 7Q[e gUbU bQ`YT\i RU\YUT Ri bU`_bdc Vb_] dXU RQdd\U j_^U(   

D^SU QWQY^& dXU HibYQ^ VYWXdUbc gUbU bUSbeYdUT Ri dXU HC6& Y^ S__`UbQdY_^ gYdX 
H696I( IXU VYWXdUbc gUbU _VVUbUT ]_^dX\i VUUc _V "+&/**',&*** V_b QWbUUY^W d_ 
cUbfU Y^ dXU c_edXUb^ 8QeSQcec( IXU S_^dbQSdc& QWQY^& gUbU V_b dXbUU d_ cYh ]_^dXc( 
IXU ]QY^ bUSbeYd]U^d SU^dUbc gUbU Y^ dXU SYdYUc _V 6VbY^& 6\'7QR& GQc Q\'6Y^& Q^T IU\ 
<XoWZ.%O^[%hekj[%jWa[d%ekj%e\%Noh_W,%WYYehZ_d]%je%\_]^j[hi�%j[ij_cedo,%mWi%Wbie%
cY]Y\Qb( ;YWXdUbc Sb_ccUT dXU R_bTUb Qd @Y\Yc Q^T gUbU dXU^ dbQ^c`_bdUT d_ dXU 
<QjYQ^dU` 6Yb`_bd( ;b_] dXUbU& H696I'SXQbdUbUT 6'.** dbQ^c`_bd QYbSbQVd V\Ug dXU] 
d_ >cdQ^Re\ 6Yb`_bd& Q^T Vb_] dXUbU dXUi R_QbTUT V\YWXdc d_ 7Q[e& 6jUbRQYZQ^(   

IXU c`USYVYS HC6'Qcc_SYQdUT ]Y\YdYQc ecUT V_b dXYc TU`\_i]U^d TYVVUbUT Vb_] dX_cU 
gX_ ̀b_fYTUT dXU ]Q^`_gUb V_b AYRiQ( IXU ]QY^ ̀__\c _V ]Q^`_gUb V_b dXYc 
TU`\_i]U^d gUbU dXU He\dQ^ BebQT& He\Ui]Q^ Q\'HXQX& =Q]jQ Q^T ;QY\Qa Q\'HXQ] 
RbYWQTUc( IXU VYbcd dg_ _V dXUcU RbYWQTUc TbQg dXUYb ce``_bd Vb_] UdX^YS Ieb[]U^ 
`_`e\QdY_^c Y^ ̂_bdXUb^ HibYQ& Q^T XU^SU ]Qi XQfU RUU^ Qcce]UT d_ XQfU XQT Q 
WbUQdUb ̂QdebQ\ QVVY^Ydi V_b dXU Ieb[YS 6jUbYc dXQ^ g_e\T HibYQ^ He^^Y Bec\Y]c _V 
6bQR UdX^YSYdi(   

7ed Y^ Ydc WU^UbQ\ S_^d_ebc& dXU TU`\_i]U^d Y^ CQW_b^_'@QbQRQ[X bUcU]R\UT dXU 
R\eU`bY^d UcdQR\YcXUT Y^ AYRiQ( >^ R_dX SQcUc& dXU b_\U _V H696I gQc ̀QbQ]_e^d Y^ 
dXU bUSbeYd]U^d& _bWQ^YjQdY_^& Q^T dbQ^c`_bd _V dXU VYWXdUbc5 dXU HC6 gQc dXU SXYUV 
`__\ _V ]Q^`_gUb5 Q^T dXU TU`\_i]U^d d__[ ̀\QSU Q\_^WcYTU dXU ecU _V c`USYQ\Ycdc 
Vb_] dXU _VVYSYQ\ Ieb[YcX Qb]UT V_bSUc(  

-$ @URLGX COF >CTCR 

Ieb[Ui Q^T FQdQb QbU U^WQWUT Y^ Q cdbQdUWYS ̀Qbd^UbcXY` RQcUT _^ Q S_]]_^ 
_bYU^dQdY_^ Y^ ce``_bd _V He^^Y ̀_\YdYSQ\ >c\Q]Yc] Q^T cXQbUT QTfUbcQbYUc( IXU VYbcd 
Ieb[YcX db__`c QbbYfUT Y^ FQdQb Y^ \QdU ,*+/& e^TUb dXU dUb]c _V Q^ QWbUU]U^d V_b 
]Y\YdQbi S__`UbQdY_^ cYW^UT Y^ ,*+.( 8__`UbQdY_^ XQc cXQb`\i Y^SbUQcUT& X_gUfUb& 
cY^SU dXU TYc`edU RUdgUU^ FQdQb _^ dXU _^U XQ^T Q^T HQeTY 6bQRYQ Q^T dXU J6: _^ 
dXU _dXUb Y^ ,*+1( HUfUbQ\ XYWX'\UfU\ fYcYdc XQfU dQ[U^ ̀\QSU& Q\_^WcYTU gQb WQ]Uc Q^T 
Z_Y^d dbQY^Y^W( I_TQi& Ieb[Ui ]QY^dQY^c Q V_bSU _V Qb_e^T -*** ]Y\YdQbi ̀Ubc_^^U\ Y^ 
FQdQb( >^ 9USU]RUb ,*+/& Q ̀\Q^ gQc Q^^_e^SUT V_b dXU S_^cdbeSdY_^ _V Q Ieb[YcX 
RQcU Y^ FQdQb& dXU VYbcd ̀Ub]Q^U^d Ieb[YcX ]Y\YdQbi VQSY\Ydi Y^ dXU <e\V QbUQ( >^ BQbSX 



,*+2& Q^ QWbUU]U^d gQc cYW^UT V_b dXU ReY\TY^W _V Q^ QTTYdY_^Q\ ̀Ub]Q^U^d Ieb[YcX 
^QfQ\ RQcU Y^ dXU ̂_bdX _V FQdQb& d_ Y^S\eTU Q dbQY^Y^W VQSY\Ydi(   

8__`UbQdY_^ Y^ dXU TUVU^cU cUSd_b RUdgUU^ dXU dg_ Yc Q\c_ V\_ebYcXY^W( FQdQb XQc 
cYW^UT Q^ QWbUU]U^d d_ ̀ebSXQcU I7', Qb]UT Tb_^Uc& gXYSX XQfU ̀UbV_b]UT gU\\ Y^ 
>bQa& AYRiQ& 6jUbRQYZQ^& Q^T HibYQ( 7B8& Q Ieb[YcX S_]RQd fUXYS\U ̀b_TeSUb& 
6cU\cQ^& Q^T dXU 6^QT_\e cXY`iQbT XQfU Q\c_ cYW^UT ]QZ_b TUQ\c gYdX FQdQbY VYb]c 
_fUb dXU \Qcd dg_ iUQbc(   

IXU Ieb[YcX ̀bUcU^SU Y^ FQdQb ]Q[Uc 6^[QbQ Q cYW^YVYSQ^d ̀\QiUb Y^ dXU <e\V V_b dXU 
VYbcd dY]U( <YfU^ dXU QccUbdYfU ̀QddUb^ _V Ieb[YcX RUXQfY_b U\cUgXUbU& dXYc Yc SQecY^W 
S_^SUb^ Y^ HQeTY 6bQRYQ Q^T dXU J6:( =_gUfUb Qd ̀bUcU^d& dXU TU`\_i]U^d Q``UQbc d_ 
RU S_^fU^dY_^Q\ Y^ ̂QdebU& gYdX ̂_ YbbUWe\Qb Q^T ̀b_hi U\U]U^d _V dXU [Y^T gXYSX 
SXQbQSdUbYjUT dXU Ieb[YcX Y^dUbfU^dY_^c Y^ AYRiQ& HibYQ Q^T 6jUbRQYZQ^(   

0POEMUSKPO 

:fU^ dX_eWX EbUcYTU^d :bT_!Q^ S_e\T SbecX dXU T_]Y^Q^SU _V dXU IH@& dXU !TUU` 
cdQdU! ̀_\YdYSQ\ Se\debU Yc cdY\\ UfYTU^d Y^ :bT_!Q^#c U]`YbU( =_gUfUb& Yd XQc RUU^ 
deb^UT Vb_] Q d__\ _V @U]Q\Ycd Q^T cUSe\QbYcd bU`bUccY_^ Y^d_ Q^ Q]RYdY_ec fUXYS\U V_b 
dXU ̂U_'Ddd_]Q^ QWU^TQ& Q^T Qc d__\ ]UQ^d ̀bY]QbY\i V_b Y^dUb^Q\ ]QddUbc d_ Q d__\ V_b 
QSXYUfY^W UhdUb^Q\ Q]RYdY_^c( 

I_TQi& EbUcYTU^d :bT_!Q^#c 6@E Q^T Ydc B=E Q\\i be\U dXU Ieb[YcX cdQdU gYdX_ed Q^i 
cYW^YVYSQ^d _``_cYdY_^( IXU dg_ ̀QbdYUc T_]Y^QdU Q\\ cdQdU _bWQ^c Q^T ]USXQ^Yc]c& 
Y^S\eTY^W dXU TUU` cdQdU Q^T Ydc S_fUbd d__\c( I_ cdbU^WdXU^ XYc ̀_cYdY_^ Qd X_]U& 
:bT_!Q^ S_^dY^eUc d_ ̀ebceU Q XQbT\Y^U >c\Q]Ycd& ̂QdY_^Q\Ycd& Q^T Y^SbUQcY^W\i R\e^d 
^U_'Ddd_]Q^ cdQ^SU Y^ Ieb[Ui#c V_bUYW^ ̀_\YSi(  

6`Qbd Vb_] bU\iY^W _^ dXU IH@ V_b Ieb[Ui#c UhdbQ'dUbbYd_bYQ\ ]Y\YdQbi SQ]`QYW^c& 
:bT_!Q^ ecUc dXU <bQi L_\fUc& H696I Q^T _dXUb U\U]U^dc Y^ dXU Y]`\U]U^dQdY_^ _V 
XYc QWU^TQ( IXUcU _bWQ^YjQdY_^c QbU dQc[UT gYdX cUSebY^W Q^T WeQbQ^dUUY^W :bT_!Q^#c 
be\U Y^ Ieb[Ui QWQY^cd Q^i S_e` QddU]`dc( 7ed dXUi Q\c_ cUbfU :bT_!Q^#c Q]RYdY_^c 
QRb_QT(  

Ieb[Ui#c QSdYfYdYUc Y^ :eb_`U& HibYQ& Q^T AYRiQ cUbfU Qc S_^SbUdU UhQ]`\Uc _V dXYc( IXU 
S__`UbQdY_^ RUdgUU^ H696I Q^T dXU HibYQ^ CQdY_^Q\ 6b]i XQc SbUQdUT Q ̂Ug 
cYdeQdY_^ Y^ gXYSX V_b dXU VYbcd dY]U Ieb[Ui ̀_ccUccUc Q \QbWU ̀__\ _V QfQY\QR\U& UQcY\i 
TU`\_iUT& Q^T UQcY\i TYc`_cQR\U V_bUYW^ ]Q^`_gUb Qc Q^ Y]`_bdQ^d d__\ _V ̀_gUb 
`b_ZUSdY_^5 Q d__\ dXQd ̀b_fYTUc Q TUWbUU _V ̀\QecYR\U TU^YQRY\Ydi(  

LXU^ S_]RY^UT gYdX Ieb[YcX ̂_^'_VVYSYQ\ Red W_fUb^]U^dQ\\i TYbUSdUT Wb_e`c dXQd 
QbU gU\\'UcdQR\YcXUT ceSX Qc dXU <bQi L_\fUc& Yd RUS_]Uc S\UQb dXQd :bT_!Q^ ̂_g XQc 
Q ̀bYfQdU ]Y\YdQbi Q^T ̀QbQ]Y\YdQbi cicdU] Qd XYc TYc`_cQ\( =U TU`\_ic dXYc Q``QbQdec 
V_b T_]UcdYS Q^T V_bUYW^ _`UbQdY_^c gYdX_ed _VVYSYQ\ _fUbcYWXd(  

IXU Y]`\YSQdY_^c _V dXYc QbU ]Q^YV_\T( GYW_b_ec VebdXUb cdeTi _V dXYc g_bbiY^W 
TUfU\_`]U^d Yc SQ\\UT V_b( 

+ GUc`USdYfU\i& dXU ;Ybcd Q^T dXU HUS_^T 7Q\[Q^ LQbc $+3+,'+3+-%& L_b\T LQb > $+3+.'+3+2%& 
Q^T dXU Ieb[YcX gQb _V Y^TU`U^TU^SU $+3+3'+3,,%(  
, <\QTY_ ]UQ^c cg_bT Y^ AQdY^( >d gQc dXU ̂YS[^Q]U _V dXU >dQ\YQ^ c`USYQ\ _`UbQdY_^c e^Yd( 
AQdUb dXYc dUb] gQc ecUT d_ TUcSbYRU Q\\ c`USYQ\ e^Ydc Y^ C6ID(   
- BQXTY Yc dXU >c\Q]YS S_e^dUb`Qbd _V dXU BUccYQX Y^ ?eTU_'8XbYcdYQ^ dXU_\_Wi(
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Read 1358 timimes

Monday, 21 September 2020 14:14

Aim of ASSAM
WrWrititten by ASSAM Yonetimim (/inindex.x.php/en/regioions/isislam-ulkeleri/i/mididdle-

east/lübnan/author/166-assam-yonetimim.html)

Aim of The Association of Justice Defenders Strategic Studies Center

With the idea of the welfare of the Muslim nations, the survival of the established states, peace

and domimination of justice in the world would be possible if Islamic countries emergence as a

superpower to the world political stage;

To mamake the idea work; Muslim states, for each to the formation of strategic intelligence etudes,

to mamake assessmement individual and collective of internal and external threats, to identify the

principles of internal and external security plan, institutions needed to be gathered under the

common will and occuring and development of basis and principles of these institutions.

Last modififieied on Monday, 26 October 2020 14:38

ASSAM Yonetim (/index.php/en/regions/islam-
ulkeleri/middle-east/lübnan/author/166-assam-yonetim.html)



1/12/22, 4:59 PM Aim of ASSAM - ASSAM

https://assam.org.tr/index.php/en/about-us/aim-of-assam-en.html?tmpl=component&print=1 2/2

Loginin to post comments
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https://ahvalnews.com/recep-tayyip-erdogan/turkeys-erdogan-selects-controversial-security-contractor-his-new-advisor

"0-)&3 5. !-%,4#+ .&*&$/. $,+/-,1&-.(# * .&$0-(/3 $,+/-#$/,- #. '(. +&2

a d v i s o r  

Oct 10 2018 07:10 Gmt+3

Last Updated On: Oct 10 2018 07:42 Gmt+3

The founder of a security company, which according to some analysts is an important pillar of what they 

A1F 9A 1 ?1@1<9;9B1@F 6>@35 ;>F1; B> .C@:9A8 +@5A945=B ,535? .1FF9? %@4>N1=Q E1A 1<>=7 B85 IH ?5>?;5
1??>9=B54 B> B85 ?@5A945=BVA =5E ?>;93F 14D9A>@F 2>1@4A >= .C5A41FQ !@BO &5@35: reported.  

Adnan Tanriverdi, a former Brig-Gen and the founder of the SADAT Defence Consultancy, was 

1??>9=B54 1A 1 <5<25@ >6 %@4>N1=VA =5E A53C@9BF 1=4 6>@597= ?>;93F 14D9A>@F 2>1@4R .1=@OD5@49 9A
reported to have been dismissed from the Turkish Armed Forces due to his Islamist leanings. 

The aim of the contractor is “to establish a defensive collaboration and defensive industrial cooperation 

among Islamic Countries to help Islamic World,” according to its English website.  

SADAT’s activities “are testimony both to the changing nature of the Turkish state, and to the process 

by which power and influence are currently built and held in the Middle East,” analyst Jonathan 

Spyer said in April.  

%@4>N1=VA =5E A53C@9BF 1=4 6>@597= ?>;93F 14D9A>@F 2>1@4 1;A> 9=3;C45A .C@:5FVA +@5A945=B91;
-?>:5A<1= K2@189< (1;O= 1=4 %@4>N1=VA 14D9A>@ K;=C@ J5D9:R

.C@:9A8 2CA9=5AA<1= )58<5B !;9 /1;MO=41N E1A 1??>9=B54 B> B85 14D9A>@F 2>1@4 >= A395=35Q
B538=>;>7FQ 1=4 9==>D1B9>=R /1;MO=41N E>@:54 1A B85 49@53B>@ 75=5@1; >6 .C@:5FVA $>N1= )5491 &@>C?Q
until he had to step down in 2016 when leaked emails showed he had been reporting daily developments 

1B B85 ?@9D1B5 <5491 3>=7;><5@1B5 B> 1 AB1C=38;FQ @9D1; ?@>S%@4>N1= <5491 7@>C?R

/1;MO=41N 9A 1;A> B85 A>=S9=S;1E >6 !F4O= $>N1=Q B85 6>@<5@ >E=5@ >6 B85 <5491 7@>C?Q E8938 E1A
?C@381A54 9= !?@9; 2F 1 3>=7;><5@1B5 3;>A5 B> %@4>N1=R /1;MO=41N E1A A5;53B54 1A B85 =5E 8514 >6
Turkish-American Business Council in March. 

%@4>N1=VA =5E 53>=><93 ?>;93F 2>1@4 9=3;C45A 6>@<5@ 14D9A>@A #5<9; %@B5< 1=4 /9N9B "C;CBQ E8> 1@5
known to be supporters of Turkish president’s unorthodox economic views.  

!;5D !;1B;OQ 1 6>@<5@ 3>;C<=9AB >6 B85 01<1= =5EA?1?5@Q 1 <5491 >CB;5B CA54 B> 25 >E=54 2F B85 &P;5=
movement, which the Turkish government accuses of orchestrating a coup attempt in 2016,   will serve 

9= B85 =5E 2>1@4 6>@ 3C;BC@5 1=4 1@BAR !;1B;OQ E8> 9A :=>E= 6>@ 85@ 3@9B939A< 1719=AB B85
West, said .C@:9A8 9=B5;;53BC1;A >??>A9=7 %@4>N1= E5@5 2581D9=7 ;9:5 T14>;5A35=BAU 4C@9=7 1 B5;5D9A9>=
programme in August.  



'9AB>@91= 1=4 3>;C<=9AB )C@1B "1@41:MO 9A 1;A> 9= B85 A1<5 2>1@4Q E8938 9=3;C45A .C@:5FVA D5B5@1=
13B@5AA 'P;F1 (>MF9N9BQ 31;;97@1?89AB )58<54 LGM1FQ 1=4 <CA9391= *@81= &5=3521FQ *@81= &5=3521FQ
known to be the inventor of Turkish arabesque music. 

The new members of the advisory board will each receive a monthly salary of 11,974 lira ($ 1,950), 

3>;C<=9AB J9N45< .>:5@ said on Wednesday in opposition Sözcü newspaper.  

Toker said that the existence of these boards may create confusions in the administrative system. “If 

those boards are to develop policy recommendations, what will the ministries do,” she said. 

Dilek Güngör, a columnist of pro-government Sabah Daily, on the other hand, said that the members of 

the economic policy board should be careful in their comments in order to sustain the harmony in 

Turkey’s economic management. 

“If the members of this board make excessive commentaries every day, the harmony established in the 

economic management can be harmed. The most important issue at the moment is not to confuse the 

markets,” Güngör said.

https://www.artigercek.com/haberler/cumhurbaskanligi-politika-kurullari-uyeliklerine-

atama?t=1539072350 
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1/28/22, 10:53 AM Turkish gov't detains 16 military officers over alleged links to Gülen movement - Stockholm Center for Freedom
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Turkish gov’t detains 16 military o cers over
alleged links to Gülen movement
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Turkey’s paramilitary
contractor SADAT to hold
Islamic Union Congress for
common defense system
J`J` Nordic Monitor g <]T` *+$ *(*(

HOME EXTREMISM MILITARARY TERRORISM AND CRIME INTELLIGENCE FOREIGN POLICY

CONTACT US % ABOUT US

EMIZKP&&& !

8ZQLI $̀ <IV]IZ` *0$ *(** " & # '3JW]\ 5WV\IK\ @M_[ FQX[



)'*0'**$ *1). B? F]ZSM`![ XIZIUQTQ\IZ` KWV\ZIK\WZ E363F \W PWTL ;[TIUQK GVQWV 5WVOZM[[ NWZ KWUUWV LMNMV[M [`[\MU % @WZLQK ?WVQ\WZ

P\\X[1''VWZLQKUWVQ\WZ&KWU'*(*('(/'I[[IU%TML%J`%XIZIUQTQ\IZ`%KWV\ZIK\WZ%[ILI\[%KPQMN%\W%WZOIVQaM%KWVNMZMVKM%WV%RWQV\%LMNMV[M%[`[\MU%NWZ%Q\[%Q[TIUQK%]Vf *'.

:MIL WN E363F IVL 3EE3? 3LVIV FIVZh^MZLQ

Nordic Monitor

BMJ 0XXTHNFYNTS TK 9ZXYNHJ 3JKJSIJWX AYWFYJLNH AYZINJX 2JSYJW !0IFQJYN AF[ZSFSQFW AYWFYJONP 0WFiYdWRFQFW

;JWPJ_N# 0AA0;" \NQQ MTQI NYX FSSZFQ 8XQFRNH CSNTS 2TSLWJXX 3JHJRGJW ()$(*# )')' ZSIJW YMJ YMJRJ TK

a3JYJWRNSFYNTS TK >WNSHNUQJX 0SI >WTHJIZWJX TK 2TRRTS 3JKJSXJ A^XYJR KTW YMJ 8XQFRNH CSNTS%b

0AA0; NX QJI G^ WJYNWJI 6JS% 0ISFS BFSWd[JWIN# YMJ KTWRJW HMNJK RNQNYFW^ FNIJ YT BZWPNXM >WJXNIJSY @JHJU

BF^^NU 4WITgFS% BFSWd[JWIN# MJFI TK YMJ 0AA0; XYJJWNSL HTRRNYYJJ# T\SX UWN[FYJ RNQNYFW^ HTSYWFHYTW A030B#

\MNHM RFS^ GJQNJ[J NX F IJ KFHYT UFWFRNQNYFW^ KTWHJ QT^FQ YT YMJ 8XQFRNXY UWJXNIJSY TK BZWPJ^% 7J HTSYNSZJX YT

FI[NXJ YMJ 4WITgFS LT[JWSRJSY TS RNQNYFW^ RFYYJWX# FQYMTZLM MJ QJKY MNX TKKNHNFQ UTXNYNTS FX FI[NXTW NS 9FSZFW^

)')'%

BMJ 8XQFRNH CSNTS 2TSLWJXX NX F XJWNJX TK LFYMJWNSLX YMFY XYFWYJI NS )'(. FSI \NQQ HTSYNSZJ ZSYNQ )')*% BMJ

KTZWYM 0AA0; HTSLWJXX \NQQ GJ MJQI NS 8XYFSGZQ FSI KTHZX TS aYMJ UWNSHNUQJX FSI UWTHJIZWJX TK YMJ 2TRRTS

3JKJSXJ A^XYJR TK YMJ 8XQFRNH CSNTSb FSI aYMJ NIJFQ IJKJSXJ TWLFSN_FYNTS RTIJQ KTW HTSKJIJWFYNTS TK 0A@820

!0XNF$0KWNHF" 8XQFRNH 2TZSYWNJX%b

0HHTWINSL YT YMJ HTSLWJXX \JGXNYJ# a8XQFRNH HTZSYWNJX MF[J KFQQJS NSYT JSTWRTZX HMFTX FSI INXTWIJWX YMWTZLM

YMJ NSYJWKJWJSHJ TK YMJ NRUJWNFQNXY EJXYJWS XYFYJX#b FSI YMJ YMNWI \TWQI \FW HTSYNSZJX FX FS ZSIJHQFWJI \FW

FLFNSXY YMTXJ HTZSYWNJX%

a0KYJW YMJ HTQQFUXJ TK YMJ =YYTRFS 4RUNWJ# YMJ ;ZXQNRX \MT \JWJ QJKY \NYMTZY FZYMTWNY^# YWNJI YT RFNSYFNS YMJNW

J]NXYJSHJ G^ JXYFGQNXMNSL XRFQQ XYFYJX GZY YMJ^ QTXY YMJNW ZSNY^ FSI YTLJYMJWSJXX# XT YMJ^ GJHFRJ JFX^ UWJ^ KTW

YMJ LQTGFQ UT\JWX% BMJ CSNYJI AYFYJX# YMJ 4ZWTUJFS CSNTS# 5WFSHJ# @ZXXNF FSI YMJ 2TRRTS\JFQYM TK

8SIJUJSIJSY AYFYJX FNR YT JXYFGQNXM YMJNW FZYMTWNY^ NS 8XQFRNH HTZSYWNJX NS TWIJW YT YFPJ T[JW YMJ 8XQFRNH

LJTLWFUM^ YMWTZLM HFWW^NSL TZY UWT]^ \FWX !0X^RRJYWNHFQ \FWX" G^ YJWWTWNXY TWLFSN_FYNTSX ZSIJW YMJNW HTSYWTQ#b

0AA0; XFNI%



)'*0'**$ *1). B? F]ZSM`![ XIZIUQTQ\IZ` KWV\ZIK\WZ E363F \W PWTL ;[TIUQK GVQWV 5WVOZM[[ NWZ KWUUWV LMNMV[M [`[\MU % @WZLQK ?WVQ\WZ

P\\X[1''VWZLQKUWVQ\WZ&KWU'*(*('(/'I[[IU%TML%J`%XIZIUQTQ\IZ`%KWV\ZIK\WZ%[ILI\[%KPQMN%\W%WZOIVQaM%KWVNMZMVKM%WV%RWQV\%LMNMV[M%[`[\MU%NWZ%Q\[%Q[TIUQK%]Vf +'.

?M[]\ :ISSh 5InhV ">#$ bIlZh 7ZPIV "5# IVL :ISSh mTV]Z bM^QS "D#&

BMJ AHNJSHJ 2TRRNYYJJ TK YMJ 8XQFRNH CSNTS 2TSLWJXX KTW )')' NX HTRUTXJI TK NSYJWJXYNSL KNLZWJX NSHQZINSL

>WJXNIJSY 4WITgFScX HMNJK FNIJX ;JXZY 7FPPd 2FidS FSI 7FPPd hQSZW `J[NP# >WJXNIJSYNFQ AJHZWNY^ FSI 5TWJNLS

>TQNHNJX 2TZSHNQ RJRGJW `FgWd 4WMFS# WJYNWJI LJSJWFQX FSI XJ[JWFQ 8XQFRNXY FHFIJRNHX%

2FidS YMWJFYJSJI @ZXXNF \NYM \FW FSI KTRJSYNSL INXHTSYJSY FRTSL YMJ @ZXXNFS ;ZXQNR HTRRZSNY^ FKYJW FS

FYYFHP G^ YMJ A^WNFS FWR^ PNQQJI BZWPNXM YWTTUX NS 5JGWZFW^% a@ZXXNF \NQQ GJ INXRJRGJWJI KWTR \NYMNS% BMJWJ

FWJ ), RNQQNTS ;ZXQNRX NS @ZXXNF% EJ KTZLMY @ZXXNF (- YNRJX NS YMJ UFXY# FSI \J \NQQ IT NY FLFNS% =ZW [JSLJFSHJ

\NQQ GJ VZNYJ YJWWNGQJ#b MJ XFNI%

aBZWPX HTSVZJWJI 4L^UY FKYJW WZQNSL YMJ ;JINYJWWFSJFS% BMNX NX F RNXXNTS TK MNXYTWNHFQ&LJTUTQNYNHFQ NRUTWYFSHJ%

BMJ BZWPNXM 0NW 5TWHJ \NQQ OTNS YMJ :NG^F HFRUFNLS NK SJJIJI#b MJ FQXT XFNI NS FS NSYJW[NJ\ QFXY RTSYM%

FPM 8QZ[\ ;[TIUQK GVQWV 5WVOZM[[ _I[ PMTL QV ;[\IVJ]T QV *()/&

8Y NX ST XJHWJY YMFY 0AA0; NX UWTRTYNSL YMJ NIJF TK FS 8XQFRNH ZSNTS YT GJ XUJFWMJFIJI G^ YMJ BZWPNXM

UWJXNIJSY% CSIJWRNSNSL YMJ =WLFSNXFYNTS TK 8XQFRNH 2TTUJWFYNTS !=82"# ZSIJW YMJ NSKQZJSHJ TK AFZIN 0WFGNF

FSI 4L^UY# \MNHM GTYM MF[J ZSJFX^ WJQFYNTSX \NYM BZWPJ^ IZJ YT 0SPFWFcX ZSUWJHJIJSYJI XZUUTWY KTW ;ZXQNR

1WTYMJWMTTI TWLFSN_FYNTSX# 4WITgFS NX JSLFLJI NS JKKTWYX YT XZGXYNYZYJ MNX T\S TWLFSN_FYNTS YT UZWXZJ MNX

HFQNUMFYJ$QNPJ QJFIJWXMNU FRTSL YMJ ;ZXQNR \TWQI%

:FXY ^JFW YMJ 0AA0; HTSLWJXX \FX MJQI NS 3JHJRGJW \NYM YMJ UFWYNHNUFYNTS TK ++ ;ZXQNR HTZSYWNJX FSI KTHZXJI

TS IJKJSXJ NSIZXYW^ HTTUJWFYNTS TK YMJ a8XQFRNH CSNTS%b AUJFPNSL YT YMJ BZWPNXM LT[JWSRJSYcX FSYN$AJRNYNH#
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\JFUTSX TK TYMJWX%
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)'(* \NYM YMJ MJQU TK GNQFYJWFQ XJHZWNY^ HTTUJWFYNTS IJFQX%
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Turkish intelligence agent who runs secret

ops in Libya executed false flag coup bid in

2016

Next Post

Turkish diplomats who spied on critics,

coordinated kidnappings, responded to UN

letter on state-sponsored abductions
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SADAT Defense - Training Services
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Training (for Military)
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K:=:L ;STS\aS ^`]dYTUc S_^fU^dY_^Q\ gQbVQbU dbQY^Y^Wc Q^T S\R(caS`
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dXb_eWX XYWXUcd e^Ydc _V DQ^T ?_bSUc) FQfic Q^T QYbV_bSUc _V <_e^dbYUc+
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/+ K`USYQ\ ?_bSUc LbQY^Y^W <U^dUbc
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Contact us for details about our services and for your needs...
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1/28/22, 2:30 PM 404 - Category not found

https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/our-services/general-training-modules.html 1/2

404 - Category not found

You may not be able to visit this page because of:

1. an out-of-date bookmark/favourite
2. a search engine that has an out-of-date listing for this site
3. a mistyped address
4. you have no access to this page
5. The requested resource was not found.
6. An error has occurred while processing your request.

Please try one of the following pages:

Home Page

If difficulties persist, please contact the System Administrator of this site and report the error below.

Category not found

https://www.sadat.com.tr/en/our-services/general-training-modules.html
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@eXTg aTg\baf [TiX T_fb ZeXTg eXfcbaf\U\_\g\Xf

ZeXTg eXfcbaf\U\_\g\Xf eXdh\eXf ZeXTg cbjXe)

P\g[bhg `\_\gTel cbjXe) g[XeX \f ab ZeXTgXe c

:UWh__T[ @qE

IeXf\WXag bY g[X KXchU_\V

Ha ?e\WTl) :hZhfg //) /-.1) M+<+ Bg [Tf UXXa eXcbegXW

ba g[X IeXf\WXag\T_ Bafg\ghg\baT_ PXUf\gX g[Tg g[X

=XYXafX KXYbe` Pbe^\aZ @ebhc [Tf Vb`c_XgXW \gf

eXcbeg+

=XYXafX KXYbe` \f Ve\g\VT_ gb Mhe^Xl%f /-/0 ZbT_f TaW

XYYbegf gb UXVb`X T eXZ\baT_ TaW Z_bUT_ cbjXe+ Ba g[\f

VbagXkg) \g \f \`cbegTag gb VTeel bhg gXV[ab_bZ\VT_

eXYbe`f \a jXTcbaf TaW Vb``TaW Vbageb_ flfgX`f) Tf

jX__ Tf fgehVgheT_ eXYbe`f \a g[X F\a\fgel bY GTg\baT_

=XYXafX TaW g[X M:?+ BagXZeTg\ba bY WXYXafX flfgX`f

\agb G:MH WXYXafX flfgX`f f[bh_W abg `XTa G:MH

WXcXaWXaVl+ M[X ce\aV\c_X bY Yh__ \aWXcXaWXaVX

eXdh\eXf g[Tg be\Z\aT_ WXYXafX flfgX`f UX Uh\_g) TaW

Vb``TaW Vbageb_ flfgX`f TeX WXf\ZaXW gb UX

\agXZeTgXW \agb W\YYXeXag cTVgf j[Xa eXdh\eXW+

M[XeXYbeX) g[X aXXW Ybe eXYbe` bY g[X Mhe^\f[ :e`XW

R.S



?beVXf TaW g[X WXYXafX flfgX`f bY g[X Mhe^\f[ :e`XW

?beVXf f[bh_W abg UX VbaYhfXW j\g[ XTV[ bg[Xe+

Hg[Xej\fX) jX j\__ Vbag\ahX gb jTgV[ g[X XiXagf

[TccXa\aZ ba bhe UbeWXef \a g[X F\WW_X >Tfg Ybe T

_baZXe cXe\bW TaW abg ba_l fXaW [h`Ta\gTe\Ta T\W) Uhg

jX j\__ Vbag\ahX gb fgTl g\XW gb VeXTg\aZ cXe`TaXag

fb_hg\baf g[Tg j\__ ceXiXag U_bbWf[XW+

IeXf\WXag :UWh__T[ @h_ XkceXffXW [\f i\Xjf ba =XYXafX

KXYbe` \a [\f fcXXV[ Tg g[X PTe :VTWX`\Xf <b``TaW

ba :ce\_ 2) /-./) fgeXff\aZ g[Tg g[X VheeXag ZXbfgeTgXZ\V

flfgX` eXdh\eXf eXVbaY\Zhe\aZ bhe fXVhe\gl aXXWf TaW

bhe TafjXef gb g[X`) \aVeXTf\aZ g[X TU\_\gl bY g[X g[eXX

YbeVXf gb VbaWhVg ]b\ag bcXeTg\baf) TaW YbVhf\aZ ba

\agXZeTg\ba \a <b``TaW fgehVgheX) eX`biT_ bY

Whc_\VTgX _XiX_f Tg XTV[ _XiX_) eX\aYbeVX`Xag bY

cXefbaaX_ ah`UXef) XgV+ \f T eXdh\eX`Xag Ybe T

Vb`ceX[Xaf\iX eXYbe` Tf jX__ Tf g[X fgXcf gb UX gT^Xa+++

IeXf\WXag @t_ fT\W g[Tg j\g[ g[X \`cTVg bY

Z_bUT_\mTg\ba) XiXel \ffhX \a g[X jbe_W [Tf UXVb`X

VbaaXVgXW) g[Tg g[X XYYXVgf bY cb_\g\VT_) fXVhe\gl) TaW

XVbab`\V WXiX_bc`Xagf TeX YX_g W\eXVg_l be \aW\eXVg_l

\a W\YYXeXag cTegf bY g[X jbe_W UXlbaW g[X cb\ag bY

R/S



be\Z\a) TaW cb\agXW bhg g[Tg g[X WXY\a\g\ba bY #T YTe

VbeaXe bY g[X jbe_W# \f UX\aZ WX_XgXW Yeb` g[bhZ[gf

TaW W\Vg\baTe\Xf gbWTl) v\g [Tf UXVb`X aXVXffTel gb

Vbaf\WXe T j\WX eTaZX bY W\YYXeXag \ffhXf) Yeb`

Tfl``Xge\V g[eXTgf gb beZTa\mXW Ve\`X TaW UbeWXe _Xff

Xg[a\V gXaf\baf) VTc\gT_ `biX`Xagf gb Vb`cXg\g\ba ba

XaXeZl eXfbheVXf TaW g[X \aVeXTf\aZ \a]hfg\VX \a g[X

Z_bUT_ eXiXahX W\fge\Uhg\ba) V_\`TgX V[TaZX gb cbiXegl)

YbbW fXVhe\gl TaW Xc\WX`\V W\fXTfXf \a g[X Z_bUT_ c_Taw

:__ g[XfX WXiX_bc`Xagf T_fb eXdh\eX g[X eXVbaf\WXeTg\ba

TaW Ybe`h_Tg\ba bY g[X VbaVXcgf bY fXVhe\gl)

W\c_b`TVl) TaW cbjXe) @t_ fT\W) #\g \f ab _baZXe

cbff\U_X gb cebi\WX fXVhe\gl \a T jbe_W j\g[ geTW\g\baT_

cbjXe X_X`Xagf \a fhV[ T YTfg TaW geTaf\g\baT_ jTl)#

@t_ fT\W) TWW\aZ g[Tg Iehff\Ta @XaXeT_ <_ThfXj\gm%f

#Vbag\ah\aZ jTe cb_\g\Vf j\g[ bg[Xe `XTaf# gbWTl) [X

cb\agXW bhg g[Tg `TlUX \g f[bh_W UX eX\agXeceXgXW+

P\g[ g[\f haWXefgTaW\aZ) IeXf\WXag @t_ \afgehVgXW \a

:ce\_ /-.0 gb XfgTU_\f[ T vPbe^\aZ @ebhcw gb ceXcTeX T

Vb`ceX[Xaf\iX eXcbeg ba =XYXafX KXYbe`+

IebY+ =e+ :_\ DTeTbf`TabZ_h gbb^ \g hcba [\`fX_Y gb

[XTW g[X jbe^\aZ Zebhc g[Tg VTee\Xf bhg \gf TVg\i\g\Xf \a



VbaaXVg\ba j\g[ g[X IeXf\WXaVl bY g[X KXchU_\V+ Hg[Xe

`X`UXef TeX g[X Ybe`Xe LXVeXgTel*@XaXeT_ bY g[X GL<)

:`UTffTWbe MT[f\a ;heVhb!_h) =Xchgl NaWXefXVeXgTel

Ybe =XYXafX BaWhfge\Xf =e+ ?Teh^ pm_t) =XTa bY g[X

F\_\gTel :VTWX`l) ;e\ZTW\Xe @XaXeT_+ FheTg QXgZ\a)

AXTW bY g[X :\e ?beVX <b``TaW MeT\a\aZ =XcTeg`Xag)

:\e I\_bg ;e\ZTW\Xe @XaXeT_ KXVXc qaT_) TaW KXg\eXW

:W`\eT_ =b!Ta ;bm^heg+

M[X `T\a [XTW\aZf bY g[X =XYXafX KXYbe` KXcbeg

ceXcTeXW Ul g[X Pbe^\aZ @ebhc TeX Tf Yb__bjf8

.+ Ibfg*<b_W PTe Ib_\g\VT_ F\_\gTel MeTafYbe`Tg\ba

/+ M[X Whg\Xf TaW eXdh\eXW VTcTU\_\g\Xf bY g[X M:?+

0+ =XYXafX FTaTZX`Xag

1+ =XYXafX LlfgX` Lhcc_l TaW EbZ\fg\Vf

2+ FTaWTgbel TaW IebYXff\baT_ F\_\gTel LXei\VX

3+ >WhVTg\ba TaW MeT\a\aZ \a F\_\gTel LV[bb_f

4+ KXfbheVX :__bVTg\ba gb =XYXafX LcXaW\aZ+

5+ <bageb_ bY =XYXafX LcXaW\aZ+

M[X \`c_X`XagTg\ba c_Ta jTf VeXTgXW Tf Yb__bjf7

Ba g[X eXcbeg) j\g[\a g[X fVbcX bY =XYXafX KXYbe`8

fhZZXfg\baf TUbhg vj[Tgw f[bh_W UX WbaX jXeX chg

YbejTeW+ Bg \f fhZZXfgXW g[Tg T #[\Z[*_XiX_ XkXVhg\iX

R0S



UbTeW# TaW g[X Yb__bj\aZ #jbe^\aZ Zebhcf# UX Ybe`XW

gb gT^X cb_\g\VT_ WXV\f\baf ba #[bj# g[X eXYbe` j\__ UX

VTee\XW bhg TaW gb `T^X _XZT_ TeeTaZX`Xagf7

.+ F\_\gTel <TcTU\_\g\Xf TaW ?beVX LgehVgheX Pbe^\aZ

@ebhc)

/+ =XYXafX FTaTZX`Xag Pbe^\aZ @ebhc)

0+ =XYXafX LlfgX` fhcc_l TaW EbZ\fg\Vf Pbe^\aZ

@ebhc)

1+ KXVeh\g\aZ LlfgX` Pbe^\aZ @ebhc)

2+ MeT\a\aZ*>WhVTg\ba Pbe^\aZ @ebhc \a F\_\gTel

LV[bb_f)

3+ KXfbheVX :__bVTg\ba TaW <bageb_ Pbe^\aZ @ebhc+

M[X eXcbeg fhZZXfgf g[Tg g[X jbe^ bY gXV[ab_bZ\VT_

eXYbe`) j[\V[ \aV_hWXf `beX fgehVgheT_ TeXTf bY

eXYbe`) jTf TggX`cgXW gb UX `TgheXW Ul g[X jbe^

VTee\XW bhg j\g[\a g[X NaWXe fXVeXgTe\Tg bY =XYXafX

BaWhfgel+ ?be XkT`c_X) \a /--5) g[X vPbe^f[bc bY g[X

Ib\agf eXTV[XW Ul g[X Mhe^\f[ ETaW =XYXafX BaWhfgel

LXVgbe TaW g[X MTeZXgf bY g[X BaWhfgel =Tl TaW g[X

IbjXe LlfgX`f bY ETaW F\_\gTel iX[\V_Xfw jTf VTee\XW

bhg Ul g[X =XYXafX BaWhfge\Xf <bafh_gTaVl+

Ba g[X \agebWhVg\ba gb g[X eXcbeg) g[X IeXf\WXag bY g[X

R1S



KXchU_\V) Fe+ @t_ fT\W8 vM[X fhVVXff bY g[\f

Vb`ceX[Xaf\iX eXYbe` WXcXaWf ba g[X bjaXef[\c bY

g[X cebVXff Ul g[X cb_\g\VT_ Thg[be\gl) g[X Te`XW

YbeVXf) TaW g[X fbV\Xgl+w

:ZT\a) g[X eXcbeg fgTgXf) #Bg j\__ gT^X g\`X gb TWWeXff

\ffhXf fhV[ Tf g[X _TV^ bY V\i\_\Ta VTcTV\gl Ybe g[X

VbaW\g\baf Ybe fhVVXffYh_ eXYbe` gb `TgheX# Uhg \g \f

abg XiT_hTgXW [bj bcXa g[X FL; TaW M:? TeX gb g[X

Vbage\Uhg\ba bY V\i\_\Ta VTcTV\gl+

HaX bY g[X U\ZZXfg f[begVb`\aZf \a bhe Vbhagel \f g[Tg

g[X =XYXafX BaWhfgel \f eXZTeWXW Tf ba_l jXTcbaf

flfgX`f) T``ha\g\ba) fhccbeg flfgX`f) TaW _bZ\fg\Vf

fXei\VXf) K$=) TaW XaZ\aXXe\aZ fXei\VXf+ AbjXiXe)

MeT\a\aZ TaW <bafh_gTaVl fXei\VXf `hfg UX \aV_hWXW \a

g[X fXei\VX fXVgbe bY g[X WXYXafX \aWhfgel+ L:=:M

BagXeaTg\baT_ =XYXafX <bafh_g\aZ BaV+) g[X Y\efg TaW

ba_l WXYXafX Vbafh_gTaVl Vb`cTal \a Mhe^Xl) \a g[\f

eXZTeW+ Bg jTf XfgTU_\f[XW Tg g[X UXZ\aa\aZ bY /-./ TaW

[Tf cebWhVXW WbmXaf bY ceb]XVgf Ybe g[X geT\a\aZ TaW

Vbafh_gTaVl aXXWf bY g[X Te`XW YbeVXf TaW fXVhe\gl

TZXaV\Xf bY Ye\XaW_l TaW T__\XW Vbhage\Xf biXe gjb lXTef+

L:=:M%f `\ff\ba \f g[Tg8 HeZTa\mTg\ba bY g[X :e`XW



?beVXf TaW BagXeaT_ LXVhe\gl ?beVXf \agXeaTg\baT__l)

LgeTgXZ\V Vbafh_gTaVl \a g[X Y\X_W bY \agXeaT_ fXVhe\gl

TaW WXYXafX) cebi\W\aZ fXei\VXf \a g[X Y\X_Wf bY \agXeaT_

fXVhe\gl TaW `\_\gTel geT\a\aZ TaW fhcc_l) VeXTg\aZ T

WXYXafX TaW WXYXafX \aWhfgel VbbcXeTg\ba Xai\eba`Xag

UXgjXXa Bf_T`\V <bhage\Xf TaW [X_c g[X Bf_T`\V jbe_W

gT^X \gf e\Z[gYh_ c_TVX T`baZ g[X Pbe_W LhcXecbjXef Tf

T fX_Y*fhYY\V\Xag `\_\gTel YbeVX+

M[X Vb`cTal [Tf Tcc_\XW Ybe T ?TV\_\gl Ie\iTgX LXVhe\gl

<Xeg\Y\VTgX gb g[X F\a\fgel bY GTg\baT_ =XYXafX f\aVX \gf

XfgTU_\f[`Xag) g[X Tcc_\VTg\ba jTf eXgheaXW TYgXe

`bag[f bY XiT_hTg\ba UXVThfX g[X fXei\VX fXVgbe jTf

abg j\g[\a g[X fVbcX bY g[X _Tjf bY g[X GTg\baT_

F\a\fgel bY =XYXafX+ Ba GbiX`UXe /-./) L:=:M

=XYXafX ceXcTeXW T fghWl gb T`XaW ETjf 2/-. TaW 2/-/

gb \aV_hWX geT\a\aZ TaW VbhafX_\aZ fXei\VXf j\g[\a g[X

fVbcX bY g[X _XZ\f_Tg\ba TaW jTf ceXcTeXW gb UX TWWXW

gb g[X _XZ\f_Tg\ba bY g[X F\a\fgel bY GTg\baT_ =XYXafX

TaW fXag gb g[X F\a\fgel bY GTg\baT_ =XYXafX) g[X

F\a\fgel bY ?beX\Za :YYT\ef) TaW g[X Ie\`X F\a\fgel)

Uhg g[X TafjXe \f g[Tg geT\a\aZ TaW VbhafX_\aZ

TVg\i\g\Xf TeX abg VbiXeXW g[X eX_XiTag _XZ\f_Tg\ba+ M[X

eXfcbafX gb g[X Tcc_\VTg\ba fhU`\ggXW gb UX VbiXeXW Ul



_XZ\f_Tg\ba \f fhece\f\aZ+

Bg VTaabg UX V_T\`XW g[Tg g[X F\a\fgel bY GTg\baT_

=XYXafX TaW g[X Mhe^\f[ :e`XW ?beVXf TeX Vb`c_XgX

ha_Xff g[X fgehVgheT_ eXYbe` \aib_iXW \a g[X WXYXafX

fXVgbe \aV_hWXf T__ TeXTf bY TVg\i\gl+ Ba TWW\g\ba gb

Vb`cTa\Xf _TeZX TaW f`T__ bcXeTg\aZ \a g[X WXYXafX

\aWhfgel) g[X _XZT_ ZTc g[Tg j\__ bVVhe ha_Xff

Vb`cTa\Xf cebWhV\aZ fXei\VXf TeX \aV_hWXW \a g[X

_XZ\f_Tg\ba j\__ [TiX g[X cbgXag\T_ gb VThfX fXe\bhf

cebU_X`f \a g[X \agXeaTg\baT_ Y\X_W+ Ib_\V\Xf _XTW\aZ g[X

WXYXafX TeXT `hfg UX cebTVg\iX) abg eXTVg\iX+ FbeX g[Ta

4- WXYXafX Vbafh_g\aZ Vb`cTa\Xf UTfXW \a >hebcX TaW

g[X Na\gXW LgTgXf bcXeTgX \a g[X F\WW_X >Tfg) :Ye\VT)

TaW :f\T) TaW g[XeX \f fg\__ ab _XZ\f_Tg\ba eXZh_Tg\aZ g[X

WXYXafX fXei\VX fXVgbe \a g[X >N+ Mhe^Xl f[bh_W abg

jT\g Ybe g[X >N gb XfgTU_\f[ g[X eX_XiTag _XZ\f_Tg\ba TaW

f[bh_W \``XW\TgX_l XfgTU_\f[ g[X aXVXffTel _XZ\f_Tg\ba

Ybe g[X TVg\i\g\Xf bY Vb`cTa\Xf cebi\W\aZ =XYXafX TaW

Ab`X_TaW LXVhe\gl >WhVTg\ba TaW <bafh_g\aZ LXei\VX)

fhV[ Tf ThW\g\aZ cXe`\ff\ba eXdhXfgf+

?be XkT`c_X) \a g[X eXcbeg8

M[X ah`UXe bY ZhXfg `\_\gTel cXefbaaX_ j[b j\f[ gb



eXVX\iX `\_\gTel geT\a\aZ \a Mhe^Xl \f \aVeXTf\aZ

TaahT__l+ <b`cTeXW gb /-..*/-./) g[X dhbgTf T__bVTgXW

gb ZhXfg `\_\gTel cXefbaaX_ \a M:? \afg\ghg\baf [TiX

\aVeXTfXW T_`bfg g[eXX g\`Xf) TVVbeW\aZ gb g[X\e c_Taf

Ybe /-.2*/-.3+

AbjXiXe) \g \f \ZabeXW g[Tg T_g[bhZ[ g[X dhbgT [Tf

\aVeXTfXW g[eXX g\`Xf) \g eX`T\af jX__ UX_bj g[X

WX`TaW+ M[X aXVXff\gl bY cTi\aZ g[X jTl Ybe XWhVTg\ba

\afg\ghg\baf bg[Xe g[Ta g[X Mhe^\f[ :e`XW ?beVXf gb

cebi\WX WXYXafX TaW \agXeaT_ fXVhe\gl geT\a\aZ f[bh_W

abg UX biXe_bb^XW Ul VeXTg\aZ _XZT_ _XZ\f_Tg\ba+

L:=:M%f eXdhXfg gb fhcXei\fX g[X cXe`\gf TaW

Tcc_\VTg\ba bY geT\a\aZ `TWX gb cebi\WX XWhVTg\ba [Tf

abg UXXa TVVXcgXW Ul _XZ\f_Tg\ba ba g[X ZebhaWf g[Tg

`\_\gTel geT\a\aZ \a Mhe^Xl VTa ba_l UX Z\iXa Ul M:?)

TaW g[X eX_XiTag Thg[be\g\Xf eXVb``XaWXW L:=:M

=XYXafX gb Z\iX g[X geT\a\aZ \a WX`TaW\aZ Vbhage\Xf+

P[\_X g[X aXVXff\gl TaW \`cbegTaVX bY WXYXafX eXYbe`

TeX TVVXcgXW Ul T__ f\WXf) g[X VbaVXea eX`T\af g[Tg \g \f

_\`\gXW \a fVbcX TaW eX`T\af \aTWXdhTgX \a `XXg\aZ

g[X aXXWf \a g[X \agXeaTg\baT_ Vba]haVgheX g[Tg \f

VbafgTag_l WXiX_bc\aZ TaW V[TaZ\aZ VbaVXcgf+



.+ =XYXafX KXYbe` [Tf Vb`c_XgXW g[X Pbe^\aZ @ebhc

KXcbeg)

[ggc7,,jjj+gVVU+Zbi+ge,[TUXe_Xe,.4-,6-446,fTiha`T*

eXYbe`h*VT_\f`T*ZehUh*eTcbehah*

gT`T`_TW\+[g`_&:VVXff =TgX //+-5+/-.1'

/+ IeXf\WXag bY g[X KXchU_\V @t_ [TW T VbaYXeXaVX Tg

g[X PTe

:VTWX`\Xf)[ggc7,,jjj+[hee\lXg+Vb`+ge,ZhaWX`,/-/5.631

0+ =XYXafX KXYbe` KXcbeg)

[ggc7,,jjj+gVVU+Zbi+ge,WbflT_Te,/-.1*-5*//*

LTiha`TKXYbe`h+cWY&//+-5+/-.1'

1+ M[X Mhe^\f[ ETaW =XYXafX LXVgbe%f Ib\ag TaW

HU]XVg\iXf BaWhfgel =Tl TaW F\_\gTel ETaW Mbb_f

IbjXe LlfgX`f Pbe^f[bc) &.3*.4 ChaX

/--5') [ggc7,,jjj+ff`+Zbi+ge,TaTfTlYT,[\m_\,Whlheh_Te,Xg

2+ Hhe F\ff\ba)

[ggc7,,jjj+fTWTg+Vb`+ge,ge,[T^^\`\mWT,`\flbah`hm+[g`

# ?TVXUbb^ " Mj\ggXe $ @bbZ_X( ! E\a^XW\a



Similar Topics

/-/-*-6*-1 * NeUTa PTeYTeX HcXeTg\baf MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf

/-/-*-6*-1 * NeUTa PTeYTeX HcXeTg\baf MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf

/-./*-6*.5 * Bf g[\f Vb`cTal g[Tg TaabhaVX g[Tg \g [Tf UXXa geT\a\aZ

NaVbaiXag\baT_ PTeYTeX ba \gf jXUf\gX _XZT_9

/-/.*-3*/. * L:=:M QsaXg\` Dheh_h ;T!^Tau FX_\[ MTaeuiXeW\

q_^XMO%WX FXeT^ >W\_Xa Lbeh_Teu QTaug_TWu

/-/.*-6*-5 * B=>?%/. ?hTeuaT DTgu_Ta L:=:M LTiha`T%aua =XYXafX

AXeX KscbegT]u

/-./*-6*.5 * Bf \g gehX g[Tg L:=:M jTf YbhaWXW Tf T ce\iTgX Vb`cTal

TaW g[Tg \g cebi\WXW geT\a\aZ gb Lle\Ta HccbaXagf \a iTe\bhf VT`cf9

/-./*-6*.5 * BY \g \f gehX g[Tg Lle\Ta bccbaXagf TeX geT\a\aZ) TeX fhV[

TVg\i\g\Xf abg bUi\bhf Ve\`Xf TVVbeW\aZ gb Ubg[ Mhe^\f[ ETjf TaW

BagXeaTg\baT_ ETjf9

/-/.*-.*/0 * L:=:M =>?>GL> TaW Iebkl PTef &0'

/-/.*-.*.0 * L:=:M LTiha`T8 FX_X^ `\ !XlgTa `u9

/-./*.-*0. * P[b VTa TggXaW g[X geT\a\aZf9

/-.1*-6*.0 * M[X F\_\gTel =XYXafX LlfgX` bY g[X Bf_T`\V Pbe_W

/-.6*-4*.- * L:=:M ?be @eXTg Mhe^Xl :ZT\a

/-.0*-0*-1 * Hhe <b`cTal HYY\V\T_f O\f\gXW g[X NaWXefXVeXgTel bY

=XYXafX BaWhfgel

/-.5*-.*-5 * Hhe WXa\T_ abg\VX gb g[X LsmVt aXjfcTcXe



LXei\VXf

<bafh_gTaVl

?be F\_\gTel

?be BagXe\be LXVhe\gl

MeT\a\aZ

?be F\_\gTel

?be BagXe\be LXVhe\gl

HeWaTaVX

?be F\_\gTel

?be BagXe\be LXVhe\gl

FT\agXaTaVX KXcT\e

LT`c_X MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf

FT\a IebZeT``Xf

@XaXeT_ MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf

MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf Ybe ETaW ?beVXf

MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf Ybe GTiT_ ?beVXf

MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf Ybe :\e ?beVXf

MeT\a\aZ IebZeT``Xf Ybe Ib_\VX ?beVXf

IebWhVgf

F\_\gTel EbZ\fg\V LlfgX` Lb_hg\baf

:e`bel LlfgX`f

MeT\a\aZ L\`h_Tg\ba <bafXcgf

L[bbg\aZ KTaZX LlfgX`f

Mhea*^Xl Lb_hg\baf

LcXV\T_ ?beVXf MeT\a\aZ <XagXe

F\_\gTel LgTaWTeW\fTg\ba TaW FXgeb_bZl <XagXef

:Ubhg Nf

Hhe F\ff\ba

Hhe O\f\ba

P[l #L:=:M =XYXafX#9

GXjf

DODD * @=IK TaW Ie\iTVl IebVXWheX



Qbh TeX [XeX7 * Ab`X * :Ubhg Nf * GXjf * =XYXafX KXYbe`

<bb^\X Ib_\Vl

<bagTVg Nf

?:J

Stay informed about our services!
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fhr_T`T_TeuaT

L:=:M%gTa

rTecuVu lTaug"

L:=:M QsaXg\

Dheh_h ;T!^T

FX_\[

MTaeuiXeW\

q_^XMO%WX

FXeT^ >W\_Xa

Lbeh_Teu

QTaug_TWu

L:=:M

:_Xl[\aWX

DTfug_u

DTeT_T`T

QTcu_ulbe

<e\`\aT_

<b`c_T\ag

:ZT\afg

HeZTa\mXW

<e\`X @ebhc

L:=:M

LTiha`T aXWX

^teXfX_ Ztr_Xe

[XWXY\aWX9
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SADAT
Internation

Defense
Consultanc

Address:Marm
Mah. Hurriye

Bulvari
No:110/H

Beylikduzu /
ISTANBUL /

TURKIYE
Tel: +90212 8

19
72 Faks: +902

855 1975
E-

mail: info@sa

<bcle\Z[g o /-./*/-// L:=:M =XYXafX :+!+ :__ K\Z[gf KXfXeiXW+

<bcl\aZ TaW eXW\fge\Uhg\ba bY g[X VbagXag bY g[\f f\gX \f XkceXff_l ceb[\U\gXW+ L:=:

=XYXaVX VTaabg UX [X_W eXfcbaf\U_X Ybe Tal Xeebef be \aTVVheTV\Xf \a g[X VbagXag b

g[\f f\gX+
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12?ED#D89C#B5@?BD
;$0./1$UaYbXaYbh$hc$h\Y$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$;Wh$YghUV`]g\YX$h\Y$FYUX$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$
'FYUX$CA($ZfUaYkcf_$Zcf$cjYfg][\h$cZ$cjYfgYUg$Wcbh]b[YbWm$cdYfUh]cbg,$N\]g$`Y[]g`Uh]cb$
fYei]fYg$h\Y$CbgdYWhcfg$AYbYfU`$cZ$h\Y$>YdUfhaYbh$cZ$>YZYbgY$'>c>(*$>YdUfhaYbh$cZ$MhUhY$
'>cM(*$UbX$O,M,$;[YbWm$Zcf$CbhYfbUh]cbU`$>YjY`cdaYbh$'OM;C>($hc$dfcj]XY$eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfhg$
hc$=cb[fYgg$cb$UWh]jY$cjYfgYUg$Wcbh]b[YbWm$cdYfUh]cbg,$

N\Y$=\U]f$cZ$h\Y$=cibW]`$cZ$CbgdYWhcfg$AYbYfU`$Zcf$CbhY[f]hm$UbX$?#]W]YbWm$XYg][bUhYX$h\Y$
>c>$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$'CA($Ug$h\Y$FYUX$CA$Zcf$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$
UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb,$N\Y$>cM$CA$]g$h\Y$;ggcW]UhY$CA,$
N\Y$OM;C>$CA$dUfh]W]dUhYg$]b$cjYfg][\h$cZ$h\Y$cdYfUh]cbg,

N\Y$I#]WYg$cZ$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$cZ$h\Y$>c>*$>cM*$UbX$OM;C>$UfY$fYZYffYX$hc$]b$h\]g$fYdcfh$Ug$
h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg,$Ih\Yf$dUfhbYf$U[YbW]Yg$U`gc$Wcbhf]VihY$hc$cjYfg][\h$cZ$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$
=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb,$

N\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$Wc``YWh]jY`m$WUffm$cih$h\Y]f$ghUhihcfm$a]gg]cbg$hc8

w$ >YjY`cd$U$^c]bh$ghfUhY[]W$d`Ub$hc$WcbXiWh$WcadfY\Ybg]jY$cjYfg][\h$cZ$h\Y$cdYfUh]cb,

w$ ?bgifY$]bXYdYbXYbh$UbX$YZZYWh]jY$cjYfg][\h$cZ$dfc[fUag$UbX$cdYfUh]cbg$cZ$h\Y$
@YXYfU`$AcjYfbaYbh$]b$giddcfh$cZ$h\Y$cdYfUh]cb$h\fci[\$Y]h\Yf$^c]bh$cf$]bX]j]XiU`$
UiX]hg*$]bgdYWh]cbg*$UbX$YjU`iUh]cbg,

w$ LYdcfh$eiUfhYf`m$hc$=cb[fYgg$UbX$h\Y$diV`]W$cb$h\Y$cdYfUh]cb$UbX$UWh]j]h]Yg$cZ$h\Y$
FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg,

=5D8?4?<?7I

Nc$dfcXiWY$h\]g$eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfh*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$giVa]h$fYeiYghg$Zcf$]bZcfaUh]cb$hc$
h\Y$>c>*$>cM*$UbX$OM;C>$UVcih$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$
UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$UbX$fY`UhYX$dfc[fUag,$N\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$
U`gc$[Uh\Yf$XUhU$UbX$]bZcfaUh]cb$Zfca$cdYb$gcifWYg*$]bW`iX]b[$Wcb[fYgg]cbU`$hYgh]acbm*$
dc`]Wm$fYgYUfW\$cf[Ub]nUh]cbg*$dfYgg$WcbZYfYbWYg*$h\]b_$hUb_g*$UbX$aYX]U$fYdcfhg,$

N\Y$gcifWYg$cZ$]bZcfaUh]cb$WcbhU]bYX$]b$h\]g$fYdcfh$UfY$`]ghYX$]b$YbXbchYg$cf$bchYg$hc$hUV`Yg$
UbX$Z][ifYg,$?lWYdh$]b$h\Y$WUgY$cZ$UiX]hg*$]bgdYWh]cbg*$cf$YjU`iUh]cbg$fYZYfYbWYX$]b$h\]g$
fYdcfh*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$\UjY$bch$jYf]Z]YX$cf$UiX]hYX$h\Y$XUhU$UbX$]bZcfaUh]cb$dfcj]XYX$
Vm$h\Y$U[YbW]Yg,$@cf$Zifh\Yf$XYhU]`g$cb$h\Y$aYh\cXc`c[m$Zcf$h\]g$fYdcfh*$gYY$;ddYbX]l$<,

3<1CC96954#1@@5>49H

N\]g$fYdcfh$bcfaU``m$]bW`iXYg$Ub$UddYbX]l$WcbhU]b]b[$W`Ugg]Z]YX$]bZcfaUh]cb$UVcih$h\Y$
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COUNTERTERRORISM OPERATIONS IN AFRICA
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The coronavirus disease–2019 (COVID-19) pandemic spread across the African continent 

during the quarter.1 The United Nations reported that in the Sahel, COVID-19 added 

“a layer of complexity” to the security environment.2 In that region, violent extremist 

organizations (VEO) capitalized on the virus to undermine state government authority 

through “unrelenting” attacks on national and international forces.3 United States Africa 

Command (USAFRICOM) reported that it did not observe any changes in extremist 

violence or VEO tactics as a result of the pandemic.4
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USAFRICOM adjusted its advising of partner forces in Africa to prevent the spread of 

the virus. In East Africa, USAFRICOM provided only remote advise-and-assist support 

to partner forces for most of the quarter.5 In North and West Africa, COVID-19 also led 

to reduced advisory activities, including advising by the U.S. Army’s 1st Security Force 

Assistance Brigade (SFAB), elements of which began their deployment to West Africa 

earlier in the year.6

USAID reported that several administrative hurdles, including additional layers of approval 

at the White House, restrictions on the procurement of personal protective equipment (PPE) 

for overseas projects, and inconsistent guidance on the branding and marking of assistance, 

slowed USAID’s COVID-19 programming in Africa.7
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During the quarter, al-Shabaab used varied and complex tactics in its attacks, including 

insurgent-style tactics, ambushes, harassing and hit-and-run attacks, and improvised 

explosive devices (IED). USAFRICOM reported that al-Shabaab remained active in 

Mogadishu, carrying out multiple targeted killings in the capital and several mortar attacks 

at the Mogadishu International Airport complex. Al-Shabaab also targeted Somali and 

international security forces in the country’s southern provinces, where al-Shabaab holds 

territory and seeks to expand.8

Al-Shabaab’s attacks continued across Somalia despite the COVID-19 pandemic.9 The 

group initially sought to blame the Somali government and international actors for the 

pandemic and to present itself as a more legitimate, credible governing actor than the 

Somali government.10 However, these e orts were largely unsuccessful and the group later

shifted away from this aggressive messaging.11 In June, al-Shabaab opened a COVID-19 

clinic in Jilib.12

While USAFRICOM reduced its in-person advising in East Africa, U.S. airstrikes in 

Somalia continued. USAFRICOM reported that it conducted 7 airstrikes against VEO 

targets in Somalia during the quarter, a decrease from 33 in the previous quarter.13 An  

April 2 airstrike killed Yusuf Jilis, whom USAFRICOM described as “a long-standing, 

high-ranking leader” of al-Shabaab.14

The Somali National Army (SNA) and the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

continued operations to reduce attacks in Mogadishu, held recently liberated territory in the 

Lower Shabelle region, and conducted successful convoy operations along dangerous supply 

routes, according to USAFRICOM.15 However, the SNA did not liberate any new territory 

from al-Shabaab.16 In addition, the SNA continued to face organizational challenges.17
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In June, Somalia’s National Independent Electoral Commission announced to international 

media that it planned to delay the country’s parliamentary and presidential elections—

originally scheduled for November 2020—due to “signi cant technical and security

challenges.”18

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, implementers for USAID’s Bureau for 

Humanitarian Assistance adapted existing programming and implemented new 

programming in East Africa, including awareness campaigns, training for health facility 

sta , installation of isolation points, and logistics and air transport support.19

>?BD8#16B931
U.S. counterterrorism operations in North Africa remained limited during the quarter. 

USAFRICOM has not had a physical presence in Libya since April 2019 due to the 

unpredictable security environment caused by the civil war between the UN-recognized 

Government of National Accord (GNA) and the Libyan National Army (LNA).20

In May and June, ISIS-Libya conducted its  rst attacks in Libya in more than a year,

according to the Department of State and media reporting. ISIS-Libya claimed several small-

scale attacks that targeted LNA personnel and its civilian supporters in southern Libya.21

During the quarter, the U.S. Government expressed concern about Russia’s continued 

involvement in the civil war, supporting the LNA.22 USAFRICOM estimated that during 

the quarter, Russia supported thousands of mercenaries in Libya, including approximately 

3,000 from the Wagner Group, a Russian private military company, and approximately 

2,000 Syrians.23 During the quarter, USAFRICOM published what it called photographic 

evidence of Russian attack aircraft, landmines and IEDs, and advanced military equipment 

capable of o ensive lethal operations, all operated by Wagner Group forces in Libya.24
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In addition to Russian-supported mercenaries supporting the LNA, Turkey sent more than 

5,000 Syrian mercenaries to support the GNA, according to USAFRICOM.25

USAFRICOM said that some extremists with previous ties to VEOs have been  ghting in

the Libyan civil war, but it is possible they were  ghting for  nancial and personal reasons

rather than for ideological motivations.26 Additionally, USAFRICOM reported that there 

were increasing reports of theft, sexual assault, and misconduct by Syrian  ghters, which

is likely to compound an already dangerous security environment in Libya and result in 

backlash from the Libyan public.27

During the quarter, the United States continued diplomatic e orts to promote a return to a

UN-facilitated cease re and participated in talks about the security, political, and economic

situation in Libya. The DoS reported that U.S. mediation between the Libyan parties to 

the ongoing civil war and their external backers focused on resolving the ongoing LNA 

shutdown of Libya’s oil sector, promoting increased  scal transparency, demobilizing

militias, and preventing further military escalation.28

G5CD#16B931
Extremist violence in West Africa remained elevated during the quarter, according 

to the Armed Con ict Location and Event Database tracking of extremist violence.29

USAFRICOM reported that VEOs are expanding the region, conducting operations in the 

Western Sahel and some northern parts of West African coastal states.30
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In June, French counterterrorism forces, supported by U.S. intelligence, surveillance, 

and reconnaissance (ISR) assets, killed al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) leader 

Abdelmalek Droukdal and several close associates in northern Mali.31 USAFRICOM said 

that Droukdal’s death was signi cant because AQIM had recently prioritized expanding

al-Qaeda’s jihadist coalition in West Africa to include Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal 

Muslimin (JNIM).32

In late April, according to USAFRICOM, intense  ghting between JNIM and ISIS in the

Greater Sahara near the Mali-Burkina Faso border resulted in “dozens” of deaths on each 

side. The two groups’ previously cooperative relationship subsided as they targeted each 

other due to JNIM defections and ISIS in the Greater Sahara’s territorial expansion in 

Mali.33

Human rights organizations documented instances of alleged human rights violations by 

security forces in West Africa, including members of the G-5 Sahel Joint Force.34 The 

United States continued to provide security assistance to G-5 Sahel countries during the 

quarter, but increasing allegations of human rights abuses led to strong statements from 

embassies in the region, DoS leaders in Washington, and members of Congress.35

USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance reported that as of June 30, nearly  

$67 million was planned for the COVID-19 response in Lake Chad Basin and Central 

Sahel countries.36 USAID’s O ce of Transition Initiatives used its ongoing Nigeria Lake

Chad Basin program to rapidly provide COVID-19-related activities in the Nigerian states 

of Yobe, Adamawa, and Borno.37
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The global coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) pandemic contributed to the already 

volatile security situations in parts of Africa.1 According to the World Health Organization 

(WHO), there were 303,986 con rmed cases of COVID-19 in Africa as of the end of the

quarter, a  gure that likely undercounts the actual spread of the virus across the continent.2

United States Africa Command (USAFRICOM) said that the pandemic did not appear to 

have any impact on violent extremist organization (VEO) tactics or levels of violence during 

the quarter.3 The UN Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations said that the virus’s 

spread in the Sahel added “a layer of complexity” to the security environment as VEOs 

capitalized on the virus to undermine state government authority through “unrelenting” 

attacks on national and international forces.4
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THE QUARTER IN REVIEW

The COVID-19 pandemic continued to alter U.S. military operations in Africa this quarter. 

In May, the DoD transitioned from a global “stop movement” order, issued in March, to a 

“conditions-based” approach that governed travel of its components during the pandemic.5

In East Africa, USAFRICOM provided only remote advise-and-assist support to partner 

forces during the quarter.6 In North Africa, COVID-19 also led to reduced advisory 

activities.7 In addition, USAFRICOM reported that personnel from the U.S. Army’s 1st 

Security Force Assistance Brigade (SFAB), who began their deployment to West Africa 

during the previous quarter, altered their activities due to COVID-19.8

VEOs in Africa are a persistent and growing threat to U.S. and allied interests on the 

continent. In January, General Stephen Townsend, Commander of USAFRICOM, stated in 

congressional testimony that VEOs “are expanding in Africa at a rapid pace, due in large part 

to weak governance and disenfranchised populations, while employing violence to exacerbate 

despair and hopelessness.”9 Most VEOs in Africa, General Townsend continued, “seek to 

strike at the [United States] in the region, and some aspire to strike the U.S. Homeland.”10
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USAFRICOM briefed the Secretary of Defense in April regarding its “Blank Slate 

Review,” the DoD-wide review of all combatant commands, begun in fall 2019, to align 

DoD resources with the objectives of the 2018 National Defense Strategy. As of the end 

of the quarter, the Secretary of Defense was still deliberating decisions about the future 

of U.S. forces in Africa, according to USAFRICOM and the DoD.11 General Townsend 

stated earlier this year that approximately 5,000 U.S. forces and 1,000 DoD civilians and 

contractors were stationed in Africa.12

USAFRICOM was the  rst combatant command to submit recommendations as part of

the Blank Slate Review.13 During congressional testimony in March, General Townsend 

said USAFRICOM’s Blank Slate Review prioritizes “objectives and actions to protect the 

homeland and secure U.S. strategic interests in Africa while focusing on the taxpayers’ 

investments in the right area.”14

The  rst decision based on the Blank Slate Review was to deploy elements of the

1st SFAB to Africa.15 SFAB personnel specialize in train, advise, and assist missions.16

USAFRICOM said that the SFAB’s objective in Africa is to develop African defense 

institutions so that they “can support themselves with limited outside assistance” and 

“become security exporters for the region.”17 When its advising activities resume, the 

SFAB will be used to conduct security cooperation training focused on defense institutions 

“at all levels.”18 USAFRICOM plans to deploy the SFAB elements to the USAFRICOM 

area of responsibility as conditions permit.19

USAFRICOM said that it is developing metrics to track the success of the SFAB 

deployment. The metrics will include the quantity and quality of African troops trained 

and assessments of how African defense institutions improve. USAFRICOM said that it 

will review the metrics on a quarterly and annual basis to assess training over time.20
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EAST AFRICA
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The East Africa Counterterrorism Operation seeks to degrade and deny victory to  

al-Shabaab and ISIS-Somalia in Somalia and neighboring countries in the region. U.S. 

military activities conducted in support of the East Africa Counterterrorism Operation 

focus on Somalia.1 Al-Shabaab, an al-Qaeda-aligned terrorist group that has been active 

in Somalia and neighboring countries since 2006, maintains in uence in many areas of

Somalia.2 ISIS-Somalia, a local a liate of the international terrorist group, is active mainly

in Somalia’s northeastern Puntland region.3

U.S. counterterrorism operations in Somalia fall under Line of E ort 3 (Develop Security

in Somalia) of USAFRICOM’s Campaign Plan. USAFRICOM conducts airstrikes and 

missions to advise, assist, and accompany the Somali National Army (SNA). The DoD 

and the DoS provide support to the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the 

SNA, including the SNA’s advanced infantry unit, the Danab Brigade.  

DoS and USAID activities in Somalia seek to promote good governance, prevent the growth 

of violent extremism, and alleviate the humanitarian crisis caused by years of con ict,

drought,  ooding, and poor governance. The United States has provided more than
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$3 billion in humanitarian assistance to Somalia since 2006, and more than $250 million 

to support the development of Somalia’s political, economic, and social sectors. The U.S. 

diplomatic and development communities reestablished their presence in the country when 

the U.S. Embassy in Mogadishu reopened at the Mogadishu International Airport in 2019.4
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USAFRICOM reported that during the quarter, al-Shabaab continued to target Somali 

and international security forces, especially in the country’s southern provinces, where 

al-Shabaab holds territory and seeks to expand. Al-Shabaab continued to shift  ghters to

target ongoing SNA e orts to clear al-Shabaab from a series of towns south of Mogadishu to

Marka, along Somalia’s east coast.5

Across Somalia, al-Shabaab attacks continued at historically high levels and remained 

steady during the quarter despite the COVID-19 pandemic.6 The Armed Con ict Location

and Event Data (ACLED) project, an independent research organization funded in part by 

the U.S. Government, reported that there were 608 violent incidents in Somalia during the 

quarter, including battles, explosions, and violence against civilians. By comparison, ACLED 

recorded 568 incidents during the previous quarter. Most of the violent events this quarter 

involved al-Shabaab and were concentrated in the Banadir and Lower Shabelle regions.7

USAFRICOM reported that al-Shabaab used varied and complex tactics in its attacks, 

including insurgent-style tactics, such as ambushes, harassing and hit-and-run attacks, and 

IEDs.8 Al-Shabaab remained active in Mogadishu and carried out multiple targeted killings 

in the city. In May, al-Shabaab unsuccessfully attempted to assassinate the Somali National 

Intelligence and Security Agency director.9 The Mogadishu International Airport, the site of 

the U.S. Embassy and a common target of al-Shabaab attacks, su ered  ve mortar attacks,

compared to one in the previous quarter.10 During the quarter, al-Shabaab also assassinated 

military and mid-level government o cials in the Galmudug and Puntland regions.11

Al-Shabaab continued to use IEDs in many of its attacks. In April, al-Shabaab used vehicle-

borne IEDs (VBIED) in attempts to breech AMISOM bases in Barawe.12 On June 23, an  

al-Shabaab suicide bomber targeted the Turkish military training facility in Mogadishu, 

killing a Somali military recruit and a bystander.13 Also in June, al-Shabaab conducted a 

VBIED attack against a Somali military checkpoint in Somalia’s Mudug region, killing 

three Somali soldiers.14 Local media reported dozens of additional attempted and successful 

IED attacks by al-Shabaab during the quarter.15

Over the past year, al-Shabaab IED attacks have decreased slightly, according to United 

States Special Operations Command–Africa (SOCAFRICA).16 In particular, USAFRICOM 

reported that there were no al-Shabaab VBIED attacks in Mogadishu during the quarter, 

compared to one in the previous quarter. USAFRICOM said that the reduction in VBIED 

attacks is likely due to AMISOM and Somali force presence along main supply routes in 

Mogadishu.17
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While the number of al-Shabaab’s IED attacks decreased slightly, there has been no 

signi cant change in how the group constructs and deploys these weapons.18 According to 

USAFRICOM, al-Shabaab makes IEDs from commercial and homemade materials.19

Al-Shabaab’s use of homemade explosives has increased since 2018, as ongoing e orts to

clear mines and unexploded ordnance in Somalia have probably reduced al-Shabaab’s access 

to military grade explosives.20 In November 2019, the United Nations expanded its arms 

embargo on Somalia to include components that can be used in explosives. This quarter, the 

head of the United Nations Somalia Sanctions Committee warned that al-Shabaab may turn 

to illicit smuggling to acquire chemicals for explosives.21

Despite al-Shabaab’s attacks and Somali and international e orts to counter them, the

con ict remained at a stalemate. USAFRICOM reported no change in territory controlled

by al-Shabaab or the Somali government.22 The DoS reported that al-Shabaab is currently 

unable to mass large forces but maintains economic in uence at the village level. The DoS

assessed that the group will continue to attempt to destabilize the region through targeted 

assassinations and IED attacks.23

Al-Shabaab had between 5,000 and 10,000  ghters during the quarter, according to

estimates from USAFRICOM and the DIA.24

FSYVOXMO#SX#CYWKVSK';OXcK#2Y\NO\#BOQSYX#4OMVSXO]#CVSQR^Vc

Al-Shabaab conducted weekly cross-border raids and attacks on security camps in the 

Somalia-Kenya border region.25 USAFRICOM assessed that al-Shabaab remained intent 

on and capable of conducting attacks inside Kenya and along the Somalia-Kenya border, 

consistent with its stated intent to compel Kenyan forces to withdraw from Somalia.26
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Violence in the Somalia-Kenya border region has increased over the past year, 

though the overall level of violence in the border region decreased slightly during 

the quarter.27 (See Figure 1.) Most of the decrease in border region attacks during 

the quarter was due to a reduction in attacks on the Kenyan side of the border. There 

were 13 violent events in the 4 Kenyan counties that border Somalia (Waju, Lamu, 

Mandera, and Garissa), according to ACLED data. Most of these attacks involved  

al-Shabaab.28

E(C(#1S\]^\SUO]#4OM\OK]O

USAFRICOM reported that it conducted seven airstrikes against VEO targets in 

Somalia during the quarter.29 (See Table 2.) This represents a decrease from 33 

strikes in the previous quarter and 9 strikes during the  rst quarter of FY 2020.30

USAFRICOM explained that this decrease in strikes was due to adverse weather 

patterns throughout the region and resource allocation.31

USAFRICOM reported that the April 2 airstrike killed Yusuf Jilis, whom the 

command described as “a long-standing, high-ranking leader” of al-Shabaab.32

U.S. airstrikes in Somalia continued during the quarter despite the COVID-19 

pandemic. Speaking to a reporter after the April 2 airstrike, General Townsend said, 

“While we might like to pause our operations in Somalia because of the coronavirus, 

the leaders of al-Qaeda, al-Shabaab, and ISIS have announced that they see the crisis 

as an opportunity to further their terrorist agenda.”33
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USAFRICOM reported that during the quarter, it received 12 new allegations of 

civilian casualties related to 4 incidents, including its airstrikes on April 6 and April 10. 

USAFRICOM said that the allegations of casualties related to these two airstrikes in 

April were unsubstantiated and that it “assessed with a high degree of con dence” that

no civilian casualties resulted from the strikes. A third allegation, related to an alleged 

incident on May 11, was also unsubstantiated because there was no U.S. military strike 

on the alleged date or at the alleged location. The fourth allegation, related to the May 17 

strike, remained under review as of the end of the quarter.34

USAFRICOM reported this quarter that one civilian was killed and three were injured 

during a U.S. airstrike on February 2. These civilians, USAFRICOM said, “were not 

visible when we delivered the strike against the targeted individual.”35 USAFRICOM 

receives many allegations of civilian casualties—from NGOs, media, and other 

sources—that it ultimately determines to be unsubstantiated. These allegations, 

USAFRICOM said, are often based on di erent sources of information and de nitions

of who is a “civilian” or “combatant;” USAFRICOM uses the DoD Law of War manual 

to categorize these individuals. USAFRICOM said that it assesses allegations using “all 

available information,” including “layered intelligence sources that are not available to 

the public.”36

1V'CRKLKKL#KXN#3?F94'*/

=IPC>+/7$WUgYg$Wcbh]biYX$hc$]bWfYUgY$]b$McaU`]U$Xif]b[$h\Y$eiUfhYf,$<m$h\Y$YbX$cZ$DibY*$h\YfY$
kYfY$acfY$h\Ub$0*7..$WcbZ]faYX$WUgYg$cZ$=IPC>+/7$]b$McaU`]U$UbX$7.$XYUh\g,15$N\Y$Ob]hYX$
HUh]cbg$bchYX$h\Uh$h\Y$UWhiU`$biaVYf$cZ$=IPC>+/7$WUgYg$]b$McaU`]U$]g$`]_Y`m$[fYUhYf$h\Ub$h\]g$
c#]W]U`$Z][ifY$VYWUigY$h\YfY$]g$bch$Ybci[\$hYgh]b[$UbX$aUbm$UfYUg$UfY$]bUWWYgg]V`Y,16

L?EB;D9;

N\Y$=IPC>+/7$dUbXYa]W$X]X$bch$UddYUf$hc$\UjY$U$g][b]Z]WUbh$]adUWh$cb$h\Y$WcbZ`]Wh$]b$
McaU`]U,$OM;@LC=IG$fYdcfhYX$h\Uh$h\YfY$kUg$bc$g][b]Z]WUbh$W\Ub[Y$]b$U`+M\UVUUVtg$j]c`YbWY$
cf$hUWh]Wg$h\Uh$]h$WUb$X]fYWh`m$Uhhf]VihY$hc$h\Y$dUbXYa]W,17$M]a]`Uf`m*$OM;@LC=IG$fYdcfhYX$h\Uh$
h\YfY$kYfY$bc$g][b]Z]WUbh$]bghUbWYg$cZ$U`+M\UVUUV$]adYX]b[$U]X$Y#cfhg$WcbbYWhYX$k]h\$h\Y$
dUbXYa]W$cihg]XY$h\Y$[fcidtg$hmd]WU`$XYghUV]`]n]b[$hYffcf]gh$UWh]j]h]Yg,2.$$

O,M,$UbX$]bhYfbUh]cbU`$ZcfWYg$fYXiWYX$gcaY$cZ$h\Y]f$cdYfUh]cbg$]b$h\Y$Wcibhfm*$h\ci[\$aUbm$
Wcbh]biYX*$]bW`iX]b[$O,M,$U]fghf]_Yg,2/$MI=;@LC=;$XYgWf]VYX$=IPC>+/7$Ug$Ub$uYbj]fcbaYbhU`$
ZUWhcf*v$UXX]b[$h\Uh$ud`UbbYX$UbX$ZihifY$cdYfUh]cbg*$UWh]j]h]Yg*$UbX$]b]h]Uh]jYg$k]``$Wcbh]biY$
k]h\$bYWYggUfm$UX^ighaYbhg$UbX$Wcbg]XYfUh]cbgv$Zcf$=IPC>+/7,20$

(continued on next page)
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C;II7=?D=

;g$h\Y$dUbXYa]W$Z]fgh$fYUW\YX$McaU`]U*$U`+M\UVUUV$hcc_$UXjUbhU[Y$cZ$=IPC>+/7$]b$]hg$`cWU`$
dfcdU[UbXU,21$;WWcfX]b[$hc$U$aYX]U$UbU`mg]g$ZibXYX$Vm$h\Y$>cM$<ifYUi$cZ$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga*$
U`+M\UVUUV$gci[\h$hc$V`UaY$h\Y$McaU`]$[cjYfbaYbh$UbX$]bhYfbUh]cbU`$dUfhbYfg$Zcf$U``Y[YX$
fYgdcbg]V]`]hm$cf$Wcad`]W]hm$]b$h\Y$dUbXYa]W*$k\]`Y$XYbm]b[$fiacfg$cZ$h\Y$dUbXYa]Wtg$]adUWh$
cb$gYb]cf$a]`]hUbh$`YUXYfg,$;`+M\UVUUV$UhhYadhYX$hc$dfYgYbh$]hgY`Z$Ug$U$acfY$`Y[]h]aUhY*$
WfYX]V`Y$[cjYfb]b[$UWhcf$h\Ub$h\Y$McaU`]$[cjYfbaYbh*$ib]eiY`m$WUdUV`Y$cZ$dfchYWh]b[$
McaU`]g$Zfca$h\Y$X]gYUgY,22$OM;@LC=IG$fYdcfhYX$h\Uh$U`+M\UVUUV$]ggiYX$aYX]U$ghUhYaYbhg$
V`Ua]b[$h\Y$QYgh$UbX$h\Y$kYU_$McaU`]$[cjYfbaYbh$Zcf$h\Y$X]gYUgY$gdfYUX,23$

N\fci[\$]hg$=IPC>+/7$aYggU[]b[*$U`+M\UVUUV$aUm$\UjY$VYYb$hfm]b[$hc$WUd]hU`]nY$cb$f]g]b[$
Ubh]+[cjYfbaYbh$gYbh]aYbh*$OM;@LC=IG$gU]X,24$BckYjYf*$U`+M\UVUUVtg$hUf[Yh$UiX]YbWY$
[YbYfU``m$X]gfY[UfXg$ghUhYaYbhg$UbX$W`U]ag$aUXY$Vm$U`+M\UVUUV*$UWWcfX]b[$hc$OM;@LC=IG,25$
N\Y$>cM$gU]X$h\Uh$U`+M\UVUUVtg$]bUV]`]hm$hc$Y#YWh]jY`m$WUd]hU`]nY$cb$=IPC>+/7$dfYgYbhg$Ub$
cddcfhib]hm$Zcf$h\Y$McaU`]$[cjYfbaYbh$UbX$h\Y$MH;*$k\]W\$\UjY$]bWfYUgYX$h\Y]f$ghfUhY[]W$
Wcaaib]WUh]cbg$WUdUV]`]h]Yg$]b$fYWYbh$acbh\g$k]h\$O,M,$UbX$]bhYfbUh]cbU`$giddcfh,26

OM;@LC=IG$fYdcfhYX$h\Uh$Ug$dUfh$cZ$]hg$dUbXYa]W$fYgdcbgY$]b$McaU`]U*$]h$X]ggYa]bUhYX$
]bZcfaUh]cb$UVcih$=IPC>+/7$gdfYUX*$gmadhcag*$hYgh]b[*$UbX$hfYUhaYbh$cb$jUf]cig$gcW]U`$
aYX]U$d`UhZcfag,$N\Y$WcaaUbX$U`gc$\][\`][\hYX$\ck$McaU`]$[cjYfbaYbh$UWh]cbg$kYfY$]b$`]bY$
k]h\$UbX$c!Yb$U\YUX$cZ$Qcf`X$BYU`h\$If[Ub]nUh]cb$'QBI($fYWcaaYbXUh]cbg,27$OM;@LC=IG$
gU]X$h\Uh$W]j]`$U#U]fg$ib]hg$YbUV`YX$dUfhbYf$ZcfWYg$h\fci[\$\iaUb]hUf]Ub$Ugg]ghUbWY$UbX$HAI$
fYgcifWYg$hc$dfcachY$=IPC>+/7$dfYjYbh]cb$h\fci[\$h\Y$dfcj]g]cb$cZ$dYfgcbU`$dfchYWh]jY$
Yei]daYbh*$\UbX$gcUd*$UbX$]bZcfaUh]cb$]b$`cWU`$`Ub[iU[Yg,3.

>;7BJ>97H;

<m$h\Y$YbX$cZ$h\Y$eiUfhYf*$U`+M\UVUUV$UddYUfYX$hc$UW_bck`YX[Y$h\Y$gYjYf]hm$cZ$h\Y$dUbXYa]W,$
Ib$GUm$/2*$U`+M\UVUUV$fY`YUgYX$U$ghUhYaYbh$UbbcibW]b[$h\Uh$]h$\UX$YghUV`]g\YX$U$Wcaa]hhYY$
hc$dfcj]XY$u[i]XUbWYv$cb$h\Y$j]fig*$X]fYWh]b[$Gig`]ag$]b$McaU`]U$hc$WccdYfUhY$k]h\$h\Y$
Wcaa]hhYY,$N\Y$[fcid$g\]!YX$UkUm$Zfca$U[[fYgg]jY$aYggU[]b[$cb$=IPC>+/7$]b$`UhY$GUm$XiY$
hc$h\Y$gdfYUX$cZ$h\Y$j]fig$hc$U`+M\UVUUV$aYaVYfg,3/

Cb$DibY*$U`+M\UVUUV$cdYbYX$U$=IPC>+/7$]gc`Uh]cb$UbX$WUfY$ZUW]`]hm$]b$D]`]V*$U$W]hm$]h$Wcbhfc`g$]b$
gcih\Yfb$McaU`]U,30$OM;@LC=IG$U`gc$fYdcfhYX$h\Uh$h\Y$W`]b]W$W`U]ag$hc$\UjY$U$02+\cif$\ch`]bY$
UbX$]g$Yei]ddYX$k]h\$YaYf[YbWm$jY\]W`Yg$UbX$]gc`Uh]cb$ZUW]`]h]Yg,31$;`+M\UVUUV$gYfacbg$if[YX$
jYbXcfg$bch$hc$fU]gY$df]WYg$cZ$[ccXg,32

;`+M\UVUUV$\Ug$\]ghcf]WU``m$igYX$h\Y$dfcj]g]cb$cZ$gYfj]WYgygiW\$Ug$YXiWUh]cb*$^igh]WY*$
hUlUh]cb*$UbX$bck*$\YU`h\WUfYyhc$YlhYbX$]hg$]bZ`iYbWY$]b$McaU`]U,$Q\]`Y$h\YgY$gYfj]WYg$
UfY$c!Yb$fiX]aYbhUfm*$U`+M\UVUUV$c!Yb$dfcj]XYg$h\Ya$acfY$Y#]W]Ybh`m$h\Ub$h\Y$McaU`]$
[cjYfbaYbh*$UWWcfX]b[$hc$h\Y$>C;,33$BckYjYf*$]h$]g$ibW`YUf$\ck$Y#YWh]jY$U`+M\UVUUVtg$$

=IPC>+/7$\YU`h\WUfY$gYfj]WYg$\UjY$VYYb$]b$WifV]b[$h\Y$gdfYUX$cZ$h\Y$j]fig,

1V'CRKLKKL#KXN#3?F94'*/# (continued from previous page)
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ISIS-Somalia launched limited attacks in Somalia during the quarter, according to 

ACLED data. Most of the attacks occurred in the northeastern Bari province, where 

the group is based.56 ISIS-Somalia also claimed responsibility for an IED attack in 

Mogadishu, although its role in the attack has not been veri ed.57 The number of ISIS-

Somalia attacks during the quarter was similar to previous quarters.58

USAFRICOM reported that in May, security forces from the Somali state of Puntland, 

which includes Bari province, launched several operations targeting VEOs in the region, 

resulting in the arrest of more than a dozen suspected ISIS members.59

9C9C#SX#=YdKWLS[_O0#1X#5WO\QSXQ#DR\OK^

A violent ISIS-linked insurgency in northern Mozambique, known locally as Ahlu 

Sunna Wa-Jamma, has grown rapidly since its  rst attack in northern Cabo Delgado

province in October 2017.60 ACLED recorded 120 violent events in Cabo Delgado during 

the quarter, an increase from 78 in the previous quarter. The majority of these events 

involved the emerging ISIS a liate and appeared to target civilians.61 (See Figure 2.)

USAFRICOM assessed that ISIS in Mozambique represents “an emerging threat to 

U.S. interests in East Africa.” The extremists’ attacks against Mozambican security 

forces, civilians, and infrastructure demonstrate the group’s growing capabilities and 

e ectiveness. So far, USAFRICOM said, the Mozambican government’s response

has not succeeded in combating the group’s 

growing reach and in uence.62

The DoS said that while the extremists lack 

a leader or manifesto, the group has been 

supported by foreign  ghters from countries

such as Tanzania, with possible  nancial

support from elsewhere in East Africa.63

Mozambique’s porous border with Tanzania 

facilitates access by foreign extremists. 

The DoS reported that Mozambique has 

sought U.S. assistance to suppress the 

violent extremist threat, but the Mozambican 

government has also turned to long-time 

security partner Russia for assistance.64 In 

2019, the Mozambican government hired the 

Wagner Group, the Russian private military 

contractor that is active in Libya, to suppress 

the ISIS-linked insurgency in Cabo Delgado. After the Wagner Group su ered several

defeats and left the country, the Mozambican government turned to the South African 

Dyck Advisory Group, which remained in Cabo Delgado during the quarter.65

I_ebSU6#Acc[`Y$GUdg
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One of the world’s largest o shore natural gas reserves was recently discovered in northern

Cabo Delgado, which could make Mozambique a top natural gas supplier for the next century. 

ExxonMobil, the Export-Import Bank of the United States, and other U.S. entities seek to have 

a stake in developing these assets to provide energy security and direct economic bene ts to the

United States. A Chinese energy company currently holds a 20 percent stake in one of the two 

major natural gas projects in Cabo Delgado.66 The DoS reported that unrealistic expectations 

about the timing and scope of the natural gas windfall may leave some residents susceptible to 

joining criminal or extremist groups.67

@1BD>5B#6?B35#45F5<?@=5>D
In 2017, members of the international community committed to a Security Pact for Somalia 

under which the United States and other countries agreed to provide political and material 

support to the Somali security forces according to a 10-year timeline.68 The Pact lists several 

objectives for the 2018-2021 period, including containing the al-Shabaab threat and building 

an SNA that is able to control major population centers and supply routes.69 Today, several 

nations and multinational organizations support the development of the Somali security forces 

and Somalia’s ability to counter VEOs.

The focus of USAFRICOM’s advisory e orts in Somalia is building the Danab (“Lightning”)

Brigade, an advanced infantry component of the SNA designed to liberate Somali territory 

held by al-Shabaab forces.70 The DoS, through its security assistance programs, supports 

the development of the SNA (including the Danab Brigade), AMISOM, and the Somali 

Ministry of Defense.71 AMISOM provides training to Somali forces and conducts sustained 

o ensive operations against al-Shabaab. The European Union Training Mission in Somalia

also supports the development of Somali forces and defense institutions, as do several other 

countries on a bilateral basis.

USAFRICOM reported that it engages directly with Somali institutions through the Military 

Coordination Cell (MCC) at the U.S. Embassy in Mogadishu as well as through the embassy’s 

Senior Defense O cer/Defense Attaché and the O ce of Security Cooperation.72 The MCC, 

on behalf of the U.S. Ambassador to Somalia, oversees coordination of international e orts to

accelerate the development of Somali national security institutions and forces under the 2017 

Security Pact.73 The MCC also supports quarterly engagements between the U.S. Ambassador 

and Somali government representatives to develop strategic policies related to the development 

of SNA institutions.74

EC16B93?=#1NT_]^]#1N`S]SXQ#4_O#^Y#3?F94'*/

USAFRICOM reported that COVID-19 restricted the international community’s ability to 

e ectively engage with the SNA.75 USAFRICOM provided advise-and-assist support to 

partner forces in Somalia remotely for most of the quarter.76

Despite adjustments to its advisory support, USAFRICOM supported ongoing SNA 

operations. For example, in June, U.S. forces conducted remote advise-and-assist operations 

with the SNA as they worked to clear and secure al-Shabaab strongholds in Janaale.77 The 

rainy season and the month of Ramadan also posed constraints on Somali forces during the 

quarter and USAFRICOM’s e orts to support them.78
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The DoD and DoS continued e orts to develop the Danab Advanced Infantry Brigade

during the quarter. The DoS, through a contractor called Bancroft Global Development, 

funds individual training of Danab Brigade soldiers. Upon completion of individual training, 

Danab Brigade soldiers proceed to DoD-led collective training. SOCAFRICA reported that 

86 soldiers began and completed collective training during the quarter.79

Once fully established, the Danab Brigade is expected to number 3,000 soldiers positioned 

across the country, though it may not reach this full force strength in the near term.80

USAFRICOM reported that when the Danab reaches its planned full force strength, the 

Danab Brigade will be “roughly equivalent to a U.S. general purpose infantry brigade.”81

The Danab Brigade is designed to consist of  ve 500-man maneuver battalions and seven

support companies. The support companies will include a dedicated training company, an 

advanced training company, a port authority company, a transportation company, a support 

company, a headquarters company, and a garrison with life-support capabilities.82

The Danab Brigade is Somalia’s primary force for domestic counterterrorism operations. 

USAFRICOM reported that the Danab Brigade conducts approximately 25 percent of SNA 

operations in Somalia but almost all counterterrorism operations against al-Shabaab.83

USAFRICOM reported that its civil a airs units worked with the Danab Brigade (as well as

the Puntland Security Forces) to enhance their communication with local leaders. This took 

place via face-to-face interactions, social media, and other media.84 USAFRICOM reported 

that the Danab Brigade shared those techniques with other forces throughout the region to 

promote better information sharing.85

C>1#4OWYX]^\K^O]#9WZ\Y`OWOX^]#1WSN#?XQYSXQ#GOKUXO]]O]

USAFRICOM supports the development of SNA institutions and conventional forces through 

support to Operation Badbaado.86 Operation Badbaado is a phased, SNA-led ground o ensive

to clear, seize, and hold al-Shabaab strongholds along the Shabelle River, limit al-Shabaab’s 

freedom of movement, and disrupt al-Shabaab’s attack networks in Mogadishu.87 The goals 

of Operation Badbaado are to 1) create a security cocoon around Mogadishu; 2) degrade 

al-Shabaab; and 3) develop the SNA’s long-term institutional capacity.88

Regarding the  rst two goals, USAFRICOM reported that the SNA “continues to

successfully form a safety bu er around Mogadishu,” despite the continuation of al-Shabaab

attacks in the capital.89 During the quarter, the Somali Police Force increased security 

patrols and established new checkpoints in districts of southwest Mogadishu during the 

month of Ramadan.90 USAFRICOM said that the Somali Police Force planned to maintain 

the increased security posture after Ramadan.91

Most details about the development of the SNA’s institutional capacity, particularly the 

SNA’s institutional weaknesses, are classi ed or not publicly releasable. However, one

indicator of the SNA’s long-term institutional capacity is its ability to hold territory after 

liberating it from al-Shabaab. USAFRICOM reported that SNA continued operations to 

hold territory in the Lower Shabelle region. This region is a focus of Operation Badbaado, 

USAFRICOM said, because it is key to al-Shabaab’s ability to carry out attacks in 
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Mogadishu.92 In particular, the SNA held territory around Janaale, a former al-Shabaab 

stronghold that SNA and AMISOM successfully cleared in March 2020.93 Janaale occupies a 

strategic position along the Shabelle River and a key route to Mogadishu. (See Figure 3.)

During the quarter, the SNA and AMISOM units increased patrols in the Lower Shabelle 

region to disrupt al-Shabaab activities and clear supply routes of IEDs.94 In addition, local 

and international forces completed repairs on the main supply route from Buufow to Janaale, 

cleared brush along the route, and delivered solar street lights to Janaale.95 USAFRICOM 

reported that the European Union has committed to pay for the repair of culverts along the 

route to mitigate  ooding.96

Despite its success in holding territory, the SNA did not liberate any new territory from 

al-Shabaab during the quarter.97 Following the Janaale seizure, the SNA paused some 

operations in the Lower Shabelle region due to the rainy season.98

USAFRICOM reported that the SNA did show an improvement in its planning capability. 

Speci cally, the Somali Chief of Defense Forces developed the concept of operations for

an upcoming SNA convoy with his sta without assistance from European Union Training

Mission in Somalia advisors, who could not assist during the quarter because of COVID-19 

restrictions.99
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USAFRICOM said that Operation Badbaado will continue to require partner support. In 

particular, its operational success will depend heavily on an e ective Somali military,

political reform, and the creation of much higher force protection capabilities by the SNA, 

including the Danab Brigade. In addition, long-term success against al-Shabaab will 

depend on the Somali government’s ability to provide security, stabilization, and good 

governance in the liberated areas.100

GOKU#C>1#BOVK^SYX]RSZ]#aS^R#6ONO\KV#C^K^O#6Y\MO]#KXN#3VKX]#
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In addition to the SNA and other Somali federal security forces, several federal member 

states have active security forces, as do many powerful clans. Forces under the authority 

of the federal member states, such as the Puntland Security Forces and the Jubaland 

Security Forces, conduct operations against al-Shabaab and ISIS-Somalia, and often serve 

as the primary provider of security in their area. However, analysts have reported that 

these forces and clan-based militias often do not coordinate with each other.101 In some 

cases, these state and local forces clash with federal forces and contribute to instability. 

Some SNA units are more loyal to speci c clans than the federal government, providing

opportunity for clans to exploit the SNA for their own gain.102
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USAFRICOM said that the Somali government’s relationship with the federal member 

states is strained, and clan-based relationships “continue to present roadblocks for the long-

term security situation in Somalia,” and that tensions within some of these relationships 

“[complicate] the  ght against al-Shabaab.”103

In June, according to the DoS, Somali President Mohamed Abedlahi—known commonly 

as “Farmaajo”—held a virtual meeting with federal member state presidents in an e ort

to normalize relations and resume discussions on national issues, including elections, 

economic development, and security.104

1=9C?=#3YX^SX_O]#=S]]SYX#4O]ZS^O#3?F94'*/#BO]^\SM^SYX]

USAFRICOM reported that AMISOM, a UN-funded mission, demonstrated improvements 

in its capability to undertake missions in Somalia, despite COVID-19 restrictions on 

movement. The United Nations placed a moratorium on the movement of forces conducting 

UN missions that extended through the quarter.105

AMISOM troops conducted successful convoy operations during the quarter. For example, 

Ethiopian forces executed a logistical convoy from their base in Ethiopia to Baidoa to supply 

Ethiopian forces participating in the AMISOM mission. USAFRICOM reported that the 

move was di cult because al-Shabaab placed IEDs throughout the route.106 In addition, the 

AMISOM Mobility Unit conducted a convoy in Mogadishu. USAFRICOM reported that the 

AMISOM team uses medical personal protective equipment and social distancing whenever 

possible within the convoy.107
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AMISOM troops also completed successful joint operations during the quarter, 

USAFRICOM reported. For example, Ugandan forces conducted a joint operation with the 

SNA in the Lower Shabelle region. The Ugandan forces provided all of the enabler support 

for joint Somali-Ugandan operations to clear and hold Janaale and provided additional  re

support to the SNA. Ugandan forces also provided a mobile infantry unit, a reconnaissance 

unit, and engineering support for the operations.108

USAFRICOM reported it anticipated a signi cant surge in AMISOM troop movement

as member forces resume troop rotations that were halted as part of COVID-19 response 

measures.109

>Oa#E>#=KXNK^O#9XMV_NO]#3RKXQO]#PY\#1=9C?=

In May, the UN Security Council voted to renew AMISOM’s mandate through  

February 2021.110 The resolution included new requirements that will present challenges 

for the AMISOM mission, USAFRICOM reported.111 Burundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

and Uganda contribute troops to the AMISOM mission. Chad, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, 

Sierra Leone, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe contribute personnel to AMISOM’s police 

mission.112

The resolution did not change AMISOM troop or police levels. The resolution authorized 

African Union member states to maintain a deployment of 19,626 AMISOM personnel and 

1,040 police personnel.113 However, rather than its typical 1-year review of the AMISOM 

mission, the UN Security Council extended the mandate for only 8 months.114 According to 

USAFRICOM, AMISOM viewed the shorter extension as “a major loss.”115

The resolution called on the Somali government and its federal member states to lead the 

revision of the Somali Transition Plan, the 2018 agreement that outlines a gradual plan to 

transition AMISOM security functions to Somali forces by the end of 2021.116 According to 

the United Nations, AMISOM and the Somali government have made progress under the 

plan, including the recent transfer of the national stadium and a military academy—both in 

Mogadishu—from AMISOM to the SNA. However, the United Nations noted this quarter 

that integrated planning and operations among AMISOM, the SNA, and international 

partners has “slowed,” and unplanned withdrawals of AMISOM forces from operating 

locations has left SNA forces vulnerable to attack.117 According to USAFRICOM, it is the 

international community’s assessment that this slow progress toward the Somali Transition 

Plan’s goals “is a result of the Somali government’s inability to cope with the complexity of 

dealing with al-Shabaab in a clan-based region.”118

The proposed re-write of the Somali Transition Plan seeks to recon gure AMISOM to

address these challenges.119 USAFRICOM said that the current plan is seen as biased and 

Mogadishu-centric.120 The resolution rea rms the goal to transition security to Somali

forces by the end of 2021.121 The Somali government has agreed to complete the re-write by 

September 2020.122

The resolution also calls upon the African Union to strengthen the coordination of 

AMISOM and SNA planning and operations.123 USAFRICOM said that this is an e ort to

strengthen AMISOM’s role as a “combat mentor” to the SNA.124
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Apart from the AMISOM mission, the resolution increased the allocation of UN-supported 

SNA personnel from 10,900 to 13,900, with the intent for the increase to include the 

personnel for a specialized police force called the Federal Darwish Police.125 USAFRICOM 

said that deployment of, and logistics support to, the Darwish is seen as a key component of 

future stability operations in Somalia.126

4Y4#1]]S]^KXMO#^Y#;OXcK#<SWS^ON#4_\SXQ#^RO#A_K\^O\

USAFRICOM reported that its capacity-building activities in Kenya during the quarter 

were limited but included key leader engagements and surveys of a Kenyan airport and 

forward operating base.127

In addition, SOCAFRICA reported that U.S. special operations forces provided intelligence 

support to Kenyan forces in support of counterterrorism missions. U.S. special operations 

forces have also provided Kenyan forces with equipment to penetrate dense foliage and 

supported their development of command and control and planning for future operations.128
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In June, Somalia’s National Independent Electoral Commission announced to international 

media that it planned to delay the country’s parliamentary and presidential elections, which 

were originally scheduled to take place in November, due to “signi cant security and

technical challenges.”129 For months, international observers had noted that insecurity, slow 

progress in building an electoral system, and the COVID-19 pandemic would challenge the 

Somali government’s ability to hold the elections.130

The head of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia previously described the 

elections as a “historical milestone” for Somalia.131 In February, Somalia’s president signed 

a new election law, which introduced one-person, one-vote direct voting for the elections. In 

Somalia’s 2016-2017 elections, Somalia’s clans elected delegates who voted for leaders.132

The DoS reported that Somalia’s federal government and member state governments 

are negotiating election timing and modalities.133 The United States has emphasized that 

elections need to be free and fair, credible, timely, secure, practical, implementable, and 

built on broad-based consensus in a Somali-owned and Somali-led process.134
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COVID-19 continued to spread in Somalia during the quarter. As of the end of the quarter, 

43 percent of tests in Somalia were positive for COVID-19, according to the United 

Nations.135 According to the WHO, Somalia’s health system is one of the least prepared to 

detect, report, and respond to epidemics. (See Figure 4.) Somalia ranks 194 of 195 countries 

on the Global Health Security Index.136
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The pandemic indirectly impacted food security in Somalia, according to the USAID-funded 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET). Annual external remittances are 

projected to decline by 30 to 50 percent in the future. Annual livestock exports in 2020 are 

expected to be 25 to 35 percent below normal, due to reduced exports to the Hajj pilgrimage. 

At the same time, costs of imported staple foods rose by between 7 and 13 percent from 

March to May and are expected to remain above average. Humanitarian actors provided 

assistance to 2.2 million people in May, though 20 percent of the 2.7 million people in need 

could not be reached by humanitarian actors due to access constraints. High malnutrition 

rates, weak health services, and poor water, sanitation, and hygiene infrastructure leave 

Somalis particularly vulnerable to the direct health impacts of COVID-19.137
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The USAID Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance (BHA)—formerly the O ce of Food for

Peace and O ce of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance—reported that it planned to provide

a total of $17.6 million in new emergency assistance in Somalia from the COVID-19 

International Development Assistance supplemental appropriations.138

One focus of the BHA’s response is on frontline health facilities. According to USAID, 

during the quarter, BHA implementers provided safe water and sanitation services at 

health facilities and installed temporary isolation points. The implementers also trained 

health facility sta and community health workers on infection prevention and control

strategies and triage methods for people who were potentially infected with COVID-19. 

BHA implementers provided logistical support and air transportation for the humanitarian 

community, including delivering life-saving supplies and equipment to more than  

27 locations across Somalia.139

In addition, USAID reported that BHA implementers provided services within 

communities. A BHA implementer conducted a mass awareness campaign through social 

media, radio, and television.140 More than half of the migrants passing through Somalia 

were unaware of COVID-19, according to the International Organization for Migration.141

BHA reported that an implementer promoted safe hygiene practices and expanded water 

and sanitation services in communities impacted by the pandemic. BHA implementers also 

strengthened monitoring and response to emergency protection challenges for children and 

vulnerable groups, to address situations when the main caretakers of children would need to 

be isolated or cases of abuse, violence, and neglect of children associated with COVID-19.142

USAID reported that it adapted existing assistance programs in Somalia to ensure 

implementer sta and bene ciary safety during the pandemic. For example, BHA

emergency programs now incorporate COVID-19 public health and hygiene messaging 

for bene ciaries. BHA implementers have also been provided double rations of emergency

food assistance, which should last up to 2 months, to reduce the frequency with which 

bene ciaries need to gather to receive assistance. In addition, USAID reported that

implementers procured additional medical supplies and hygiene resources  

(e.g., handwashing stations, soap, and hand sanitizer) for implementer sta and bene ciaries

at project sites with the cost savings from reduced travel and other expenses.143

EC194#1NKZ^]#=YXS^Y\SXQ#^Y#1NN\O]]#3?F94'*/#BO]^\SM^SYX]

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Somalia implemented a nighttime curfew,  ight

suspensions, and quarantines for people with symptoms, among other restrictions.144 USAID 

reported that to adjust to these restrictions and for health safety concerns, USAID approved 

its third-party monitor to transition to remote monitoring, including revised questionnaires, 

procedures, and timelines. USAID third-party monitors also leveraged similar remote 

monitoring approaches for USAID programs in Yemen and Iraq.145

USAID said that it veri es remote monitoring data by comparing it against information

from other sources. Speci cally, the third-party monitor reports on interviews with
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implementers, key informants in the community, and bene ciaries, and veri es implementer

documents. USAID compares the third-party reports with implementer information 

received directly from the implementer. Furthermore, the annual data quality assessment of 

select program activities will, according to USAID, include the standard level of scrutiny 

despite the intention to conduct it remotely.146
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East African countries are experiencing the worst locust infestation in more than 25 years. 

The desert locust is a highly destructive pest, able to travel by wind up to 150 kilometers per 

day and eat large amounts of vegetation, including crops and pasture.147 USAID reported 

that ongoing  ooding and wet conditions in Somalia led to growth of vegetation for desert

locusts to eat and moist soil for the locusts to lay eggs and continue breeding.148 Without 

control measures, the World Bank estimated there will be $8.5 billion in losses related to 

the current locust crisis, including loss of staple crops, livestock production, and other asset 

damages.149

USAID’s response to the desert locust infestation continued during the quarter despite 

COVID-19-related delays and ongoing insecurity. USAID reported that COVID-19-related 

travel restrictions, border closures, and supply chain disruptions caused delays in sta ng

and procurement. Implementers planned to spray areas controlled by the Somali government 

in the future. However, implementers will likely not be able to mitigate the infestation in 

areas controlled by armed groups.150
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USAID reported that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations collaborated with governments to accelerate the 

provision of assistance despite COVID-19 restrictions. For example, 

a ected governments adjusted COVID-19 quarantine requirements

and movement restrictions to allow essential personnel to travel to, 

and within, the locust-infested countries. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization and a ected governments also revised procurement

plans for key commodities, such as sourcing materials locally. 

Control teams treated 902,000 acres—an area the size of Rhode 

Island—in 10 countries, as of June.151

USAID reported that it monitored the trajectory of the swarms, 

needs and gaps in locust control operations, and the impact of the 

infestation on livelihoods and food security. USAID reported that it 

expected that the need for food assistance will continue in Somalia 

and will extend across the entire Horn of Africa region, given 

increased food insecurity associated with the crop damage already 

caused by the desert locust as well as recent heavy  ooding and other

climatic shocks. USAID stated it will consider further funding for 

food assistance and surveillance and control operations, depending 

on the evolving infestations and the contributions of other donors.152
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USAID’s O ce of Transition Initiatives (OTI) ended its program in

Somalia on May 31.153 An OTI assessment determined that, given 

stalled progress in recovering territory from al-Shabaab and because 

OTI programs are designed to be short-term, it would be best to 

consolidate all stabilization e orts into one program managed by the

USAID Somalia Mission.154 OTI reported that over the 4 years of the 

program, it assisted the Somali government and local communities 

in creating a credible alternative to al-Shabaab. For example, the 

Somali government created a 50-kilometer security and governance 

bubble around Kismayo, allowing more than 1,000 families to return, 

depriving al-Shabaab of a revenue base, and establishing a stable 

perimeter around a key port.155

Additionally, OTI reported that the program enabled those in 

recovered and al-Shabaab-controlled territories to connect with the 

government and access critical information. Through support to state 

government institutions, the OTI program built the capacity of public 

and community radio stations, with a radio network that now reaches 

more than 4 million people. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

radio network was also able to provide vulnerable communities with 

public health messages.156
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Under the North and West Africa Counterterrorism Operation, 

USAFRICOM seeks to counter ISIS-Libya and al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM) in North Africa, particularly in Libya.

Counterterrorism operations in North Africa fall under Line of E ort 4

(Contain Instability in Libya) in the USAFRICOM campaign plan, under 

which the command seeks to degrade VEOs in Libya and the Maghreb.1

USAFRICOM provides equipment, intelligence, logistical assistance, 

and security training to partner forces in Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia. 

USAFRICOM also retains the ability to conduct airstrikes in Libya.2

The U.S. Embassy in Tripoli suspended operations inside Libya in 

2014 due to increasing con ict and moved its operations to Malta and,

ultimately, Tunisia. The current mission to Libya, called the Libya 

External O ce (LEO), is co-located with the U.S. Embassy in Tunis

and conducts very limited diplomatic travel and engagements inside 

Libya. LEO diplomats are accredited to both Tunisia and Libya. Despite 

its current location in Tunis, the LEO often refers to itself as the “U.S. 

Embassy Libya” or the “U.S. Embassy in Tripoli.”3
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AQIM activity has historically been very limited. ISIS‐Libya activity has

been limited since 2019, though ISIS‐Libya resumed attacks this quarter

after several months of inactivity.4 USAFRICOM reported that it observed 

no changes to VEO tactics in North Africa this quarter that could be 

attributed to COVID-19.5 However, the deployment of thousands of foreign 

mercenaries to Libya who are not monitored for COVID-19 increased the 

likelihood of spreading the virus between con ict zones in Libya.6

Similarly, U.S. counterterrorism activities in the region have been limited, 

especially in the past year. USAFRICOM withdrew its small number 

of forces from Libya in April 2019 due to the unpredictable security 

environment on the ground and the ongoing civil war.7 USAFRICOM 

reported that it continued to monitor VEOs in Libya during the quarter 

even though it did not employ any aerial or ground ISR this quarter.8
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During the quarter, ISIS-Libya claimed responsibility for a VBIED attack against a 

security checkpoint in Taraghin, which is located 600 miles south of Tripoli. There were 

no reported casualties. According to media reporting, it was the  rst attack by ISIS-Libya

in more than a year.9

The bombing was one of several small-scale attacks in May and June claimed by  

ISIS-Libya that used rockets or small arms and targeted the Libyan National Army (LNA) 

and civilians supporting the LNA in the southern Fezzan region.10 The LNA had occupied 

key locations in the region before reallocating military resources to the north to battle 

resurgent Government of National Accord (GNA) militias, according to a media report.11

USAFRICOM assessed that ISIS-Libya has remained signi cantly degraded since the

September 2019 drone strikes in southwest Libya against ISIS-Libya that targeted several 

of the group’s senior leaders, who were living in desert camps.12
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USAFRICOM assessed that AQIM remained capable of conducting IED and small arms  re

attacks against local security forces in North Africa.13 The group began prioritizing support 

e orts last year as a facilitator of  ghters, money, and weapons to its main a liate in West

Africa, Jama’at Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM), according to the DIA.14

AQIM su ered a signi cant loss during the quarter when French forces killed its leader in

northern Mali near the Algerian border on June 3. (See p. 46.) USAFRICOM said it provided 

ISR support to that operation.15
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The Libyan civil war between the UN-supported GNA and the LNA continued during the 

quarter. A U.S. Embassy in Libya press release in May said that the United States “is proud to 

partner with the legitimate, UN-recognized government of Libya, the GNA, and all those who 

are prepared to protect freedom and peace.”16

During the quarter, the LNA lost key terrain around Tripoli, in northwest Libya. USAFRICOM 

reported that LNA losses included major airbases used to support unmanned aircraft and 

deliver forces to areas around Tripoli. The territorial defeats prompted LNA forces to retreat to 

the east toward the coastal city of Sirte.17

The con ict continued to result in widespread death and displacement among civilians

and local and international combatants  ghting in the con ict. The United Nations Support

Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) documented 356 casualties during the quarter, including  

102 civilian deaths, a 172 percent increase from the previous quarter.18

In June, UNSMIL announced the discovery of at least eight mass grave sites in Tarhouna, a 

former LNA stronghold approximately 60 miles southeast of Tripoli.19 According to media 

reporting, the GNA exhumed 208 bodies and remains of “another unknown number of 

victims” in June. GNA forces also told reporters that at least 158 corpses were found in a 

Tarhouna hospital hours after LNA troops  ed the city.20

The LNA battle eld losses during the quarter did not end the con ict. The LNA retained

in uence over a majority of territory in Libya—especially in the east where most of Libya’s

oil reserves are located—while the GNA retained control over territory comprising the 

majority of Libya’s population.21 (See Figure 5.) The LNA received support in varying forms 

from Russia, Egypt, France, Jordan, and the United Arab Emirates, according to the DoS 

and media reporting.22 The GNA received support primarily from Turkey, with additional 

assistance from Italy and Qatar.23
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Turkey’s support of the GNA, including its deployment of Syrian mercenaries and Turkish 

regular troops, contributed to the GNA military gains in northwest Libya during the quarter. 

According to USAFRICOM, Turkey’s introduction of Turkey-Supported Syrian Opposition 

mercenaries to Libya provided GNA-aligned militias the ability to reorganize their areas of 

control and hold terrain. The militias’ support to Syrian mercenaries  ghting on the front

lines also contributed to the GNA’s territorial gains.24 The DoS said that the United States 

opposes the introduction of all foreign forces in Libya.25
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USAFRICOM assessed that the Syrian mercenaries, who worked closely with Turkey in 

Syria, likely arrived by Turkish military aircraft. Turkey maintains regular  ights between 

Istanbul and Tripoli to conduct materiel resupply.2626 USAFRICOM estimated that several 

dozen military trainers from a Turkish private military company, Sadat, were deployed to 

Tripoli to train both GNA-aligned militias and Syrian  ghters. Sadat maintains supervision 

and payment of the estimated 5,000 pro-GNA Syrian  ghters in Libya, according to 

USAFRICOM.2727

In addition to Turkish-Supported Syrian Opposition mercenaries, Turkey has also deployed 

several hundred regular military forces to Libya. These individuals included trainers, 

advisors, ordnance disposal personnel—a large number of IEDs have been found in 

southern Tripoli—and operators and maintainers of Turkish air defense systems.2828
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While the Syrian mercenaries have bolstered GNA operations, their continued presence will 

continue to negatively a ect the overall security situation in Libya. USAFRICOM described

the Syrian mercenaries  ghting in Libya as “inexperienced, uneducated, and motivated

by promises of considerable salary.”29 USAFRICOM added that there were increasing 

reports of theft, sexual assault, and misconduct by those mercenaries, which is likely to 

further degrade the security situation and generate backlash from the Libyan public.30

USAFRICOM said that extremists with previous terrorist links were involved in the Tripoli 

 ghting, although it is possible they were  ghting for  nancial and personal reasons rather

than ideological reasons.31
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Russia’s presence in Libya remained a concern for the U.S. Government during the quarter.32

The Russian government supports private military companies in Libya, principally the 

Wagner Group. Russia has also committed numerous violations of international law, according 

to USAFRICOM, including a direct violation of the longstanding UN arms embargo to 

Libya.33 Analysts have noted that the con ict in Libya has devolved into a proxy war, or “the

new Syria,” with Russia, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt competing for access 

and in uence.34

The DIA assessed that the growing Wagner Group presence gives Russia increased 

in uence over the outcome of the Libyan civil war. Since its initial deployment in 2019,
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the Wagner Group has provided advanced equipment, such as unmanned aircraft systems, 

and advanced capabilities, such as trained snipers, to the con ict, resulting in signi cant

casualties to forces aligned with the GNA.35 The DoS described the Wagner Group as a 

surrogate of the Russian Ministry of Defense.36

LNA commander Khalifa Haftar receives substantial support from the Wagner Group. 

USAFRICOM estimated that Russian support to the LNA this quarter included 

approximately 3,000 Wagner Group mercenaries and approximately 2,000 Syrian 

mercenaries sponsored by Russia.37 This re ects an increase from previous quarters, when

media reports estimated that the Wagner Group’s presence in Libya ranged from 800 to 

2,500 personnel supported by 300 to 400 Russian-sponsored Syrian mercenaries.38

In June, Wagner Group forces took control of Libya’s largest oil  eld and export terminal,

according to media reporting.39 The seizure of the facilities extended the LNA’s shutdown 

of oil supply and revenue—begun in January 2020—and reduced revenues to the National 

Oil Corporation based in Tripoli, which sends oil revenues to the Central Bank of Libya for 

disbursal throughout the country.40

Russia also provides illicit  nancial support to the LNA. A DoS press release in May stated

that the Maltese government seized $1.1 billion of counterfeit Libyan currency that was 

printed by a state-owned Russian company. The press release indicated that Russia has been 

printing counterfeit Libyan currency for several years, with destabilizing e ects on Libya’s

economy.41

The United States continued to publicly and privately call for an end to foreign interference 

in Libya, highlighting in particular the destructive role played by the Wagner Group. In 

June, DoS Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern A airs David Schenker noted his concern

about “the continued in ux of Russian military equipment, weapons, and Wagner Group

mercenaries, whose presence led to the signi cant Turkish intervention.”42
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In a June press release, USAFRICOM published a series of photos exposing what 

USAFRICOM called Russia’s malign involvement in escalating the Libyan civil war.43 The 

introduction of advanced manned, armed Russian aircraft into Libya “changes the nature 

of the current con ict and intensi es the potential risk to all Libyans, especially innocent

civilians,” USAFRICOM said.44 The press release included a series of 15 images showing 

Russian aircraft en route to and on the ground at various air bases in Libya.45

In total, USAFRICOM said, at least 14 MiG-29s and several Su-24s were  own from

Russia to Syria to be repainted for the purpose of disguising their country of origin before 

the combat aircraft were delivered to Libya.46 USAFRICOM said that the Russian  ghter

aircraft have the ability to support air-to-ground strike and air interdiction missions.47

USAFRICOM stated in the press release that “there is concern that these Russian aircraft are 

being  own by inexperienced, non-state [Wagner Group] mercenaries who will not adhere to

international law; namely, they are not bound by the traditional laws of armed con ict.”48
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In remarks to the media, the commander of U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces Africa 

assessed that the Wagner Group contracted retired pilots or others with some experience in 

the aircraft but lacked pro ciency, raising concerns about the pilots’ ability to accurately

strike targets.49
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Tensions between two NATO member states heightened this quarter following a maritime 

incident in the eastern Mediterranean involving French and Turkish vessels. On June 10, 

according to media reporting, a French frigate under NATO command was denied access 

when it attempted to inspect a Tanzania- agged cargo ship suspected of smuggling weapons

to Libya in violation of the UN arms embargo. The French government accused three Turkish 

Navy vessels that were escorting the cargo ship of impeding the inspection through their use 

of aggressive naval tactics. Further, France claimed that its ship was illuminated three times 

by the targeting radar of a Turkish warship.50 Turkey denied France’s allegations, accused the 

French frigate of acting aggressively, and claimed the cargo ship was carrying humanitarian 

aid to Libya.51

Dissatis ed with NATO’s investigation of the incident, France announced on June 30 that

it was temporarily suspending its participation in NATO’s “Operation Sea Guardian,” 

a maritime security e ort that aims to maintain maritime situational awareness in the

Mediterranean.52

France, the United States’ lead partner for counterterrorism operations in West Africa, 

publicly stated that it supports a political resolution to the con ict in Libya. However, France

has also provided military and diplomatic support to the Russian-backed LNA, according 

to media reporting.53 French President Emmanuel Macron accused Turkey of “massively 

importing” jihadist  ghters from Syria to Libya.54 According to media reporting, Turkey 

refuted the French president’s assertion and said that Turkey continues to support the GNA.55
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The U.S. Government has not publicly responded to France’s temporary withdrawal from 

Operation Sea Guardian, or French allegations of Turkey deploying terrorist  ghters from

Syria to Libya. USAFRICOM said it does not provide any assets to enforce the UN arms 

embargo in Libya.56

Apart from the French frigate, Operation Sea Guardian is supported by an Italian 

submarine, a Turkish submarine, and several NATO-owned surveillance aircraft under 

NATO command. These assets maintain maritime situational awareness, support maritime 

counterterrorism, and enhance capacity building.57

Operation Irini, a European Union naval mission with authority under the UN arms 

embargo to carry out maritime interdictions, is tasked with monitoring and reporting 

on arms shipments to Libya that violate the UN arms embargo using aerial, maritime 

and satellite assets. Turkey claimed Operation Irini’s focus was unbalanced, prioritizing 

maritime transfers over land and air transfers, which would directly a ect Russian material

shipments to the LNA. The European Union disputes this characterization, noting that the 

operation’s interdiction mandate is limited to the maritime domain.58

A Congressional Research Service report on Libya, released during the quarter, concluded 

that international powers “appeared to di er on whether or how to defuse the situation or

hold speci c actors accountable,” referring to continued violence and the proliferation of

weapons in Libya.59 “Some actors explicitly or implicitly support the continuation of LNA 

military operations, in spite of consensus ostensibly reached in Berlin in January 2020 and 

endorsed by the UN Security Council,” the report said.60
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On June 6, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi announced a political initiative that 

called for a cease re in Libya, renewed political negotiations between the GNA and

LNA, the removal of all foreign mercenaries from Libya, and the resumption of LNA 

counterterrorism activities against VEOs in Libya.61 Egypt, along with the United Arab 

Emirates, Russia, and others, supports the LNA, according to media reporting.62

However, the Turkish government and GNA rejected the Egyptian proposal, claiming it was 

“insincere” and would e ectively require the GNA to “surrender” all security responsibility

to the LNA, according to press reporting. Turkish government o cials and GNA leadership

stated that retaking the LNA-controlled city of Sirte and the nearby al-Jufra air base were 

preconditions for future political dialogue.63 The al-Jufra air eld is located south of Sirte,

which is considered the gateway to Libya’s oil crescent, and houses Russian MiG-29 and 

Su-24  ghter aircraft, according to USAFRICOM.64

President al-Sisi stated that an advance by pro-GNA forces on Sirte and al-Jufra would 

result in direct military intervention by Egyptian forces, risking a further escalation of 

the Libyan civil war. As of the end of the quarter, Sirte and al-Jufra remained under LNA 

control, USAFRICOM reported.65

The acting UN Envoy to Libya told a media reporter that UN-brokered discussions had 

reached consensus on key issues for a cease re but that confrontation in Sirte represented a

serious risk to peace e orts.66
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In North Africa, COVID-19 restrictions impacted engagement activities related to 

enhancing partner capacity.67 As a result, USAFRICOM said, there was no noteworthy 

progress to report regarding advisory e orts in the region during the quarter.68

During the quarter, General Townsend discussed a deployment of SFAB elements to 

Tunisia.69 The SFAB deployment to Tunisia and elsewhere on the continent, the DoD 

said, aligns with the DoD’s ongoing shift to focus on threats posed by China and Russia.70

USAFRICOM told a media reporter that the SFAB’s positioning in Tunisia and other 

African locations “in no way implies combat military forces” are being considered as part 

of the deployment.71

USAFRICOM reported that U.S. embassy country teams continued to engage with 

their host-nation counterparts to develop plans to restart partner force engagements. 

Additionally, equipment provided under Title 10 U.S.C. Section 333, had been delayed due 

to the pandemic, which will impact the ability to execute training exercises once activities 

resume, according to USAFRICOM.72
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During the quarter, the United States engaged in diplomatic e orts to promote a

UN-facilitated cease re and participated in talks about the security, political, and

economic situation in Libya. The DoS reported that U.S. mediation between the Libyan 

parties to the ongoing civil war and their external backers focused on resolving the 

ongoing LNA shutdown of Libya’s oil sector, promoting increased  scal transparency,

and preventing further military escalation.73 In addition, the DoS reported that the United 

States co-chaired the Economic Working Group of the International Follow-up Committee, 

the body established to coordinate implementation of the conclusions of the January 2020 

Berlin Conference on Libya.74

On June 10, following increased violence in Sirte, the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli joined 

the UNSMIL in calling on all parties to the con ict in Libya to de-escalate, respect their

obligations under international humanitarian law, and refrain from acts of retribution and 

vandalism that unlawfully target civilians and civilian infrastructure.75

On June 22, U.S. Ambassador to Libya Richard Norland traveled to the GNA-held city of 

Zuwara, in western Libya, for the  rst time. Ambassador Norland, together with General

Townsend, met with Libyan Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj to discuss “opportunities for 

a strategic pause in military operations by all parties to the con ict.” The ambassador

previously visited eastern Libya in February 2020 to meet with LNA o cials.76
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According to the DoS, Ambassador Norland emphasized U.S. support for UN diplomatic 

e orts to promote a cease re and political dialogue. General Townsend provided his

perspective on the risks of escalation in the con ict, the dangers posed by Russia’s support

for Wagner Group operations, and the strategic importance of ensuring freedom of 

navigation in the Mediterranean Sea. General Townsend said that USAFRICOM provided 

the security that enabled the ambassador’s meeting with Prime Minister al-Sarraj.77

On June 24, representatives of the U.S. Government and the Libyan Ministry of the Interior 

met virtually to resume discussions on the demobilization of nongovernmental forces. 

According to the DoS, the two parties “a rmed that all Libyan citizens should enjoy the

protection of capable and accountable security forces, free from the dangers posed by 

militias, armed groups, and foreign  ghters.”78

During the meeting, the Libyan Ministry of the Interior delegation described its program 

for the disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration of militia forces. The U.S. delegation 

rea rmed the U.S. opposition to all foreign intervention in Libya and discussed “the

imperative of an immediate cease re and return to UN-facilitated security and political

negotiations.” In addition to Ambassador Norland, the United States was represented by a 

senior director from the National Security Council; a Deputy Assistant Secretary of State; 

and the USAFRICOM Deputy Director for Strategy, Engagement, and Programs.79
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Through the North and West Africa Counterterrorism Operation, USAFRICOM seeks to 

disrupt and contain Boko Haram, ISIS, al-Qaeda, and their a liates in designated countries

in West Africa.1 Counterterrorism operations and related partner nation support in West 

Africa fall under Line of E ort 5 (Support Partners in the Sahel and Lake Chad region) in

the USAFRICOM campaign plan.2

USAFRICOM said that its approach in West Africa is a combination of operational support 

to the French counterterrorism mission and bilateral security force assistance to host 

nations. Protection of U.S. interests, according to USAFRICOM, is achieved by working 

by, with, and through African partners to respond to crises and security challenges while 

supporting U.S. allies in their direct counterterrorism assistance to African-led security 

operations.3
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Several national and multinational security forces conduct counterterrorism operations 

in West Africa. Security forces from France and the G5 Sahel Joint Force—a coalition of 

troops from Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger—as well as partner nation 

militaries conduct those operations with varying degrees of coordination.4 The United 

States does not have authority to conduct direct strikes in the Sahel and Lake Chad region, 

according to USAFRICOM, except in cases of self-defense.5

USAFRICOM supports French counterterrorism e orts with airlift, aerial refueling,

intelligence sharing, and ISR. G5 Sahel nations receive additional security assistance from 

USAFRICOM, including a sta liaison o cer embedded at G5 Sahel headquarters in

Mauritania. The liaison o cer’s mission is to maintain visibility of planning e orts, current

operations, and coordination for senior leader engagements. In April, the U.S. Ambassador 

to Mali and the Malian Minister of Defense signed a memorandum of understanding for an 

in-kind fuel donation to the G5 Sahel Joint Force.6
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VEOs in West Africa were not contained during the quarter. The combination of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, ethnic violence, persistent terrorist attacks, and the e ects of climate

change on farmer-herder con ict and food insecurity have created an “extremely volatile”

environment in the Sahel, according to a UN Security Council brie ng.7 Violence in West 

African countries continued at elevated levels during the quarter, according to ACLED data. 

(See Figure 6.) The violence during the quarter re ected a long-term trend of expanding

violence in the region.8

USAFRICOM said that VEOs expanded their operations to the western Sahel and some 

northern parts of the West African coastal states.9 For example, on June 11, JNIM attacked 

a Côte d’Ivoire army post near the Burkina Faso border, killing 12 Ivorian security 
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personnel.10 According to media reporting, it was the  rst jihadist attack in Côte d’Ivoire

since March 2016. Al-Qaeda and ISIS a liates continued to move south from Mali and

Burkina Faso as other West African nations such as Benin and Togo reported a recent 

increase in jihadist presence.11

9C9C#1669<91D5C

ISIS-West Africa was responsible for some of the deadliest attacks during the quarter. 

According to USAFRICOM, ISIS-West Africa claimed responsibility for an attack on  

June 10 in Nigeria’s Borno state that killed 81 civilians.12

ISIS-West Africa claimed 67 attacks during the quarter against partner military 

installations or their forces, although some of the attacks may have been conducted by ISIS 

in the Greater Sahara, which does not have an o cial media outlet that publicly claims

responsibility for attacks. SOCAFRICA assessed that, based on the location of the attacks, 

at least 10 of the attacks claimed by ISIS-West Africa were perpetrated by ISIS in the 

Greater Sahara.13

SOCAFRICA reported that, while ISIS-West Africa mostly keeps to its base in the Lake 

Chad region, there was limited reporting to indicate that the group has the intent and 

capability to expand operations beyond the region. In addition to the June 10 attack in 

Nigeria’s Borno state, ISIS-West Africa was also likely responsible for a series of attacks a 

few days later in Monguno and Nganzai that resulted in the deaths of 20 Nigerian security 

personnel and 40 civilians, according to SOCAFRICA.14
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JNIM, an al-Qaeda a liate, claimed 18 attacks during the quarter that targeted partner

military installations or their forces, according to USAFRICOM. Most of the attacks 

occurred during the holy month of Ramadan.15 The attacks targeted military positions and 

convoys in Mali and Burkina Faso. USAFRICOM reported that in JNIM’s deadliest attack 

during the quarter, the group targeted a Malian military position in April with mortars and 

heavy machine guns, killing 30 Malian forces. According to SOCAFRICA, JNIM stated the 

attack was bolstered by the COVID-19 virus, which the group called a “Soldier of God” that 

is exhausting Western nations, particularly France and Spain.16

2?;?#81B1=

USAFRICOM estimated that Boko Haram had 1,500  ghters operating in the Lake Chad

region during the quarter.17 Boko Haram’s indiscriminate and extreme violence, especially 

against Muslims, is cited as one reason for ISIS-West Africa’s split from the group in 2016, 

according to media reporting.18 Because of the shared history of the two groups, and the 

location of their operations in roughly the same areas of West Africa, some attacks are 

attributed to both groups.19

Both Boko Haram and ISIS-West Africa took advantage of the COVID-19 pandemic by 

wreaking “havoc” on communities forced to lock down because of the virus, USAFRICOM 

said.20 Boko Haram continued to use small arms, IEDs, and pillaging attacks, as well as 

kidnapping operations against government and civilian targets in the Lake Chad region.21
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USAFRICOM senior leaders stated in March 2020 that VEOs in West Africa were 

unique because ISIS and al-Qaeda cooperated with each other, a development not 

seen in other parts of the world.2222 This quarter, however, USAFRICOM said it 

observed escalating hostilities between JNIM and ISIS in the Greater Sahara due to 

defections of JNIM  ghters to ISIS and recent territorial encroachments by ISIS in 

the Greater Sahara in Mali.2323

According to USAFRICOM, an audio message 

and accompanying letter, allegedly made by ISIS 

in the Greater Sahara Deputy Emir Abdul Hakim 

al-Sahrawi, were circulated on social media on 

April 10. Al-Sahrawi demanded JNIM pay “blood 

money” for the killing of two ISIS in the Greater 

Sahara militants and the release of prisoners held 

by JNIM. Additionally, intense  ghting in late 

April between the two groups near the Mali-

Burkina Faso border resulted in dozens of deaths 

on each side. JNIM captured 40 motorcycles and 

an unspeci ed number of weapons.2424

USAFRICOM reported that e orts to resolve the disputes “appear to be falling  at.”2525

In early May, ISIS leadership in Iraq and Syria condemned JNIM for negotiating 

with the Malian government and called JNIM an ally of the Algerian and Mauritania 

governments in its al-Nabba publication. ISIS claimed four attacks during the quarter 

against JNIM in Mali near the border with Burkina Faso and inside Burkina Faso.2626

Con ict between VEOs was not limited to JNIM and ISIS in the Greater Sahara. In 

late April, USAFRICOM reported that ISIS-West Africa and Boko Haram clashed 

near the Di a region of Niger.2727 ISIS-West Africa separated from Boko Haram in 

2016 because of Boko Haram’s indiscriminate violence, especially against Muslims.2828
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France leads international counterterrorism operations in West Africa through 

Operation Barkhane, its largest overseas operation with an estimated 5,100 troops, 

according to media reports.2929 On June 3, French troops killed AQIM leader 

Abdelmalek Droukdal. USAFRICOM provided ISR support for the operation.3030

France’s Minister of the Armed Forces announced that Droukdal died in northern 

Mali near the Algerian border, along with several associates. A USAFRICOM press 

release described Droukdal as the “most senior decision-maker of AQIM and the 

likely architect of the Sahel-based jihadist movement.”3131 French forces also captured a 

key ISIS in the Greater Sahara commander in the same region on May 19, according 

to media reporting.3232
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SOCAFRICA reported that it provided ISR support to French counterterrorism 

operations during the quarter.33 USAFRICOM said that it has increased e orts to

share intelligence with partner forces. Speci cally, USAFRICOM reported some

success in getting ahead of VEO attacks on military facilities and infrastructure. In 

several instances, USAFRICOM stated, VEO movements have been disrupted through 

enhanced early warnings.34

5_\YZOKX#DK]U#6Y\MO#^Y#6SQR^#SX#GO]^#1P\SMK

General Townsend testi ed in January that African and European partners “must do

more to roll back the VEO threat” in West Africa.35 Last quarter, France announced 

additional troop deployments to the region.36 This quarter, a French-led European 

special forces initiative known as Task Force Takuba continued preparation to begin 

operations by the end of summer 2020, with full mission capability by early 2021.37

Task Force Takuba is an advise-and-accompany force intended to enhance the Malian 

forces’ capabilities and add security capacity to the Liptako-Gourma border region 

of Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger. A French embassy press release said Task Force 

Takuba will fall under the control of Operation Barkhane.38 Sweden’s Minister of 

Defense told reporters that one of the task force’s priorities is to prevent the spread of 

terrorism to Europe.39

Task Force Takuba will have a force strength of approximately 500 personnel when 

it is fully operational.40 Around 100 French and Estonian troops initially deployed in 

July 2020 with soldiers from the Czech Republic, Sweden, and Italy expected to join 

the task force at later dates, the French Minister of Armed Forces told reporters.41

Germany declined to join Task Force Takuba, according to media reporting.42

USAFRICOM said the United States was not asked to provide personnel to Task Force 

Takuba, noting that it is a European initiative.43

3RKNSKX#?ZO\K^SYX#GOKUOX]#2YUY#8K\KW

In addition to France’s successful operations during this quarter against AQIM and 

ISIS in the Greater Sahara, Chad announced in April it had completed “Operation 

Wrath of Boma,” which USAFRICOM described as the most signi cant security event

this quarter in that country. The Chadian military said the large-scale counterterrorism 

operation killed a sizable number of Boko Haram militants. The operation was 

executed in response to a late March attack led by Boko Haram that killed 92 Chadian 

troops, USAFRICOM said, citing media reporting.44

USAFRICOM reported that military o cials from Chad and Nigeria separately

claimed the operation killed a large number of terrorists, and that a UN o cial stated

that the Chadian operation had weakened Boko Haram. According to a USAFRICOM 

estimate, Boko Haram had 1,500  ghters in the Lake Chad region through the end of

the quarter.45 The number of Boko Haram  ghters, their tactics, and capabilities, as

reported by USAFRICOM, have not changed in the previous 2 quarters.
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Human rights organizations continued to document alleged human rights violations by 

security forces in West Africa during the quarter. In June, Amnesty International released 

a report that accused security forces in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger of committing 

widespread abuses against civilians in their respective countries, which included the murder 

and disappearance of 199 people between February and April.53 In addition, Human Rights 

Watch reported that between November 2019 and June 2020, the bodies of 180 men were 

discovered in common graves around the northern Burkina Faso city of Djibo. The majority 

of the victims had been executed by government security forces, according to witnesses 

interviewed by Human Rights Watch.54 Further human rights abuses, including murder and 

torture, by local and national forces were documented in Cameroon and Nigeria during the 

quarter.55 The prevalence of vigilante groups, that are backed by various government entities 

complicates the issue of protecting human rights throughout West Africa, where weak state 

governments are overwhelmed by growing violence.56

The Leahy Law prohibits the U.S. Government from providing  nancial and military

assistance to units of foreign security forces that grossly violate human rights.57 The U.S. 

Government continued to provide security assistance to G-5 Sahel countries during the 

quarter, but increasing allegations of human rights abuses led to stronger statements from 

embassies in the region, DoS leaders in Washington, and members of Congress. Shortly 

after the quarter ended, the DoS released a press statement expressing its deep concerns 

over “the growing number of allegations of human rights violations and abuses perpetrated 

by state security forces in the Sahel,” including those documented by Human Rights Watch 

and violations previously reported by the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 

Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA).58

The DoS noted in its statement that continued human rights violations and other abuses “risk 

undermining the state’s credibility with its citizens, serve as a recruiting tool for terrorists, 

exacerbate the existing humanitarian crisis, and undermine e orts to bring security and

stability to the region.”59 Further, the DoS warned that U.S. Government assistance to the 

Sahel region must not be used in any way that contributes to violations or abuses of human 

rights and, without prompt and thorough action to address these allegations, U.S. security 

assistance may be at risk.60

DRO#4YC#3YX^SX_O]#^Y#5XQKQO#@K\^XO\]#^Y#3YWLK^#BS]SXQ#FSYVOXMO#
SX#^RO#CKROV

During the quarter, the DoS focused on deepening international coordination with European 

and regional partners in the Sahel.61 The DoS reported that its Special Envoy for the Sahel 

Region, Dr. Peter Pham, sought to align U.S. programs with the Sahel Coalition and its 

component organizations focused on development, security cooperation, and military 

operations. The Deputy Secretary of State, Stephen Biegun, attended the Sahel Coalition 

Ministerial on June 12 to demonstrate high-level U.S. support for the coalition’s goals.62

In addition, the DoS continued to encourage the Malian government and separatist groups 

to make tangible progress on the Algiers Accord for northern Mali.63 During the quarter, the 
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DoS engaged in discussions regarding the renewal of the MINUSMA mandate. MINUSMA 

was established by the UN Security Council in April 2013 to support political processes in 

Mali and carry out a number of security-related tasks. This quarter, the DoS reported that 

it successfully secured language in the new, still-draft mandate on improved benchmarks 

for central Mali, as well as the publication of a future UN Secretary General’s report on the 

eventual drawdown of MINUSMA.64

CD129<9J1D9?>#1>4#8E=1>9D1B91>#1CC9CD1>35

EC194#1VVYMK^O]#>OK\Vc#%-.#=SVVSYX#SX#5WO\QOXMc#3?F94'*/##
6_XNSXQ#^Y#GO]^#1P\SMK

While cases of COVID-19 continued to spread in West Africa this quarter, the reported 

numbers of infections and fatalities was lower than other regions in Africa, according to  

WHO data.65 (See Figure 7.) Analysts noted that the region’s younger demographic and its 

recent experience combating the infectious Ebola outbreak from 2014 to 2016, which resulted 

in the establishment of the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, could mitigate 

the impact of COVID-19 in the region.66

Though reported cases and deaths were lower in West Africa compared to “hot spots” like South 

Africa and Egypt, COVID-19 continued to have destabilizing e ects in the region, according to

the United Nations O ce for West Africa and the Sahel.67 Chad, Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mali 

have experienced some of the highest COVID-19 related case fatality rates in Africa.68
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In March, Congress appropriated more than $1 billion in emergency COVID-19 funding  

to USAID.69 USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance (BHA) reported that as of  

June 30, $66.7 million was planned for the Lake Chad region and Central Sahel countries.70

(See Table 3.) Of this amount, approximately $34 million had been obligated. BHA reported 

that it expected to have all West African COVID-19 supplemental funding obligated by an 

internal USAID deadline of July 31.71 USAID’s COVID-19 Task Force reported that BHA, 

on average, was obligating COVID-19 supplemental funding within 37 days of proposal 

receipt, approximately 40 percent faster than standard obligation timelines.72

1NWSXS]^\K^S`O#8_\NVO]#CVYa#EC194#3?F94'*/#BO]ZYX]O

As USAID mobilized to respond to the growing COVID crisis, it faced several 

administrative hurdles, which undermined the responsiveness of USAID’s COVID-19 

programing.73

6E>49>7

USAID’s COVID-19 budget preparation and activity planning required additional layers of 

approval beyond the established approval process for typical programming. Unlike USAID’s 

typical budget approval process, where programming is approved at the agency level, the 

White House COVID-19 Task Force had  nal approval authority over early tranches of

USAID’s COVID-19 programming. Later, the COVID-19 Task Force and USAID Front 

O ce retained approval authority over COVID-19 humanitarian assistance funding. The

additional layer of approvals resulted in increased uncertainty about budget priorities, a 

disjointed planning process, and delayed COVID-19 programming.74

From March to the beginning of May, BHA formulated and reformulated several budget 

tranches to meet the shifting expectations of the White House and USAID Task Forces, as 

well as the DoS. BHA’s West Africa team reported that “the multiple tranches with delayed 
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approvals signi cantly disrupted BHA’s ability to quickly plan with partners and consider

applications for funding.”75 In contrast to standard procedures for funding announcements, 

USAID announced COVID-19 funding amounts before awards were fully designed, giving 

the appearance that activities were already ongoing.76 In some cases, USAID announced 

the funding before it was approved by the USAID Administrator. This limited the BHA 

West Africa team’s ability to plan needs-based programming, requiring them to request 

further proposal revisions.77

USAID’s COVID-19 Task Force reported that the additional approval processes may have 

contributed to a perception that resources were slow to reach implementing organizations 

on the ground. The USAID COVID-19 Task Force said the additional layers were needed 

to ensure the e ective use of COVID-related funding.78

CD1669>7

Once funding was in place, USAID implemented COVID-19 programs amid reduced 

sta ng across the region. BHA reported that slightly over half of its U.S. citizen sta in West

Africa chose to temporarily depart their posts under the DoS COVID-19 global authorized 

departure order.79 BHA reported that implementation of COVID-19-related humanitarian 

assistance was not signi cantly delayed due to sta departures because USAID sta were

able to continue to manage and coordinate using virtual platforms. Additionally, USAID 

reported that locally hired sta continued to work virtually and to support program

implementation during the pandemic.80

@5BC?>1<#@B?D53D9F5#5AE9@=5>D

BHA reported that it received inconsistent guidance from the White House COVID-19  

Task Force on how their implementers were supposed to acquire PPE.81 BHA said 

that nearly a full quarter passed before USAID sta and implementers received clear

guidance related to the procurement of PPE, in some cases delaying COVID-19-related 

programming.82

In March, several USAID bureaus advised their implementers to stop procuring PPE. 

In April, the Federal Emergency Management Agency released a temporary regulation, 

restricting the export of speci c PPE. Subsequently, there were several more, often

contradictory, regulations and exemptions that made it di cult for both USAID sta and

implementers to understand whether they could legally procure PPE under either  

COVID-19 supplemental awards or pre-existing awards, and if so, which types of PPE 

were allowed and from what sources.83

BHA struggled to plan appropriate COVID-19 response activities in the region due to 

restrictions related to necessary PPE. Supporting any activities without the ability to protect 

partner sta and bene ciaries could violate the “do no harm” principle of humanitarian

assistance, BHA said. USAID and partner sta hesitated to plan activities without

con rmation that PPE could be procured. It was also di cult to estimate program budgets

without knowing whether USAID funds could be used to procure PPE.84
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It was not until June 9 that USAID released clear guidance to agency sta and external

implementers that would ultimately allow implementers to acquire most forms of PPE 

without additional layers of approval.85 Across the Sahel and Lake Chad region, this lack 

of guidance delayed BHA and implementers’ ability to  nalize program applications as

they tried to secure alternative sources of PPE or, in a few cases, adjust applications to only 

include activities that would not require PPE.86

2B1>49>7#1>4#=1B;9>7

BHA reported that it received delayed and inconsistent guidance about how to properly 

apply USAID branding within COVID-19 award activities in West Africa, causing 

confusion for implementers and USAID sta . BHA reported that some implementers were

hesitant to pursue additional COVID-19 related funding because it was unclear whether 

BHA’s existing branding and marking waiver for programs in high-risk locations in the 

Sahel and Lake Chad Basin could be applied to COVID-19 response programs. BHA only 

received partial branding and marking waivers at the end of April for COVID-19 activities 

for Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria, more than a month after 

internal discussions began. From March to the end of April, USAID sta and implementers

waited on a decision from USAID leadership related to branding and marking; this delay 

impeded the planning and implementation of COVID-19 programming.87

EC194#@\Y`SNO]#1NNS^SYXKV#6YYN#1]]S]^KXMO#SX#3KWO\YYX#SX#
BO]ZYX]O#^Y#3?F94'*/#

BHA reported that COVID-19-related programming in Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Mali, 

Niger, and Nigeria emphasized dissemination of reliable COVID-19 preventive practices, 

provision of additional emergency food assistance as a result of increased food insecurity, 

and improvement of water, health, and sanitation conditions to enhance hygienic living 

conditions for residents and IDPs.88

For example, USAID reported that BHA’s implementers in Cameroon provided food 

assistance to 76,700 people, some in con ict-a ected areas, who experienced acute food

insecurity due to COVID-19.  BHA also continued to support Cameroonians in urban 

areas, where COVID-19 travel restrictions and reduced household purchasing power were 

most acute, and will continue providing direct assistance for the next 6 months. To prevent 

and control COVID-19, BHA implementers provided training to local healthcare workers 

and community leaders and disseminated COVID-19 related messaging using radio 

programming.89

?D9#5XRKXMO]#3?F94'*/#BO]ZYX]O#SX#>Y\^ROK]^#>SQO\SK#

Travel restrictions imposed by Nigerian government forces and harassment of healthcare 

workers undermined the COVID-19 response in Nigeria during the quarter, particularly 

in the country’s northeastern states. FEWSNET reported that travel restrictions led to 

greater food and physical insecurity in northeastern Nigeria.90 International media reported 

that Nigerian military harassment and arrests have increased sharply since the onset of 

COVID-19, and sustained harassment of frontline healthcare workers may weaken an 

already fragile response.91
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In response to the deepening crisis in Nigeria, USAID’s OTI began using its ongoing 

Nigeria Lake Chad Basin program (NLCB) to rapidly provide COVID-19-related 

programming in the Nigerian states of Yobe, Adamawa, and Borno.92 In these northeastern 

states, the NLCB program initiated  ve COVID-19 awareness campaigns in the three states,

trained community leaders and volunteers in COVID-19 related prevention measures, and 

ultimately reached 290,767 individuals in 47,054 households.93 The NLCB program also 

leveraged its existing network, including a war widow vocational training program, to shift 

its training and manufacturing to produce face masks. By June, 54,000 facemasks had been 

sewn and distributed by the local government, with an additional 50,000 being sewn for 

the Nigerian Police Force command in Borno state. The WHO, Borno state government, 

and Norwegian Refugee Council have since expressed interest in procuring face coverings 

directly from the women, according to USAID.94

EC194#C_ZZY\^]#=KVSKX#5VOM^SYX]&#9XMV_NSXQ#3?F94'*/#@\OMK_^SYX]#
K^#@YVVSXQ#C^K^SYX]

Despite ongoing violence and the COVID-19 pandemic, Mali held legislative elections on 

March 29 and April 19. USAID supported the elections through the Empowering Malians 

through Election, Reform and Governance E orts (EMERGE) project, a $16.2 million,

6-year collaborative project with the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation that 

seeks to advance peace, reconciliation, and more accountable governance through credible 

and inclusive national elections.95

The EMERGE project provided coaching sessions to female legislative candidates and 

tailored one-on-one advisory sessions during which candidates received targeted campaign 

and communications guidance. In the 2020 legislative elections, 41 women were elected to 

the Malian Parliament, up from just 14 in the previous 2013 election.96

In preparation for the April elections, the EMERGE project partnered with the Malian 

government to promote COVID-19 precautionary measures. OTI said that these measures, 

which were coordinated with the Malian Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Territorial 

Administration, included COVID-19-related messages for television and radio spots in 

14 national languages. The EMERGE project established handwashing stations at polling 

stations and partnered with 107 volunteers across  ve regions of Mali to promote the

importance of handwashing prior to entering polling places. The EMERGE project also 

deployed nearly 1,500 trained and accredited election observers and gave them election 

monitoring worksheets that included questions on COVID-19 compliance measures at 

polling stations.97
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This section of the report provides information on Lead IG and partner agencies’ strategic 

planning e orts; completed, ongoing, and planned Lead IG and partner agencies’ oversight

work related to audits, inspections, and evaluations; Lead IG investigations; and hotline 

activities from April 1 through June 30, 2020.

CDB1D5793#@<1>>9>7
Pursuant to Section 8L of the Inspector General Act, the Lead IG develops and implements 

a joint strategic plan to guide comprehensive oversight of programs and operations for each 

overseas contingency operation. This e ort includes reviewing and analyzing completed

oversight, management, and other relevant reports to identify systemic problems, trends, 

lessons learned, and best practices to inform future oversight projects. The Lead IG 

agencies issue an annual joint strategic plan for each operation.

6I#+)+)#:YSX^#C^\K^OQSM#?`O\]SQR^#@VKX#1M^S`S^SO]

The Inspectors General for the Department of Defense (DoD), the Department of State 

(DoS), and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) are required by the 

Inspector General Act to conduct comprehensive independent oversight of programs and 

operations in support of designated overseas contingency operations. The law also requires 

the development of joint strategic plans to conduct comprehensive oversight and quarterly 

reports on the status of each overseas contingency operation.

The Lead Inspector General Fiscal Year 2020 Comprehensive Oversight Plan for Overseas 

Contingency Operations classi ed appendix contains oversight plans for the East Africa and 

North and West Africa counterterrorism operations. For these operations, the Inspectors 

General for the DoD, the DoS, and USAID coordinate oversight activities with the U.S. 

Army Audit Agency, the Naval Audit Service, and the U.S. Air Force Audit Agency 

(AFAA).

The oversight plan, e ective October 1, 2019, organizes oversight projects into three

strategic oversight areas: 1) Military Operations and Security Cooperation; 2) Governance, 

Humanitarian Assistance, and Development; and 3) Support to Mission. 
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Military Operations and Security Cooperation$ZcWigYg$cb$XYhYfa]b]b[$h\Y$XY[fYY$hc$k\]W\$h\Y$
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=EL;HD7D9;(#>KC7D?J7H?7D#7II?IJ7D9;(#7D:#:;L;BEFC;DJ

Governance, Humanitarian Assistance, and Development$ZcWigYg$cb$gcaY$cZ$h\Y$fcch$WUigYg$cZ$
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The COVID-19 global pandemic continued to a ect the Lead IG agencies’ ability to conduct

oversight on projects related to overseas contingency operations. Due to the evacuation of 

many deployed sta and country-imposed travel restrictions, some oversight projects by

Lead IG agencies have been delayed or deferred. For some projects, the scope of the work 

has been revised or narrowed. The Lead IG agencies reported that their personnel were able 

to conduct some work while teleworking and practicing social distancing.

Despite these restrictions and limitations, the Lead IG agencies and their partner agencies 

completed 16 reports related to the East Africa Counterterrorism Operation and the North 

and West Africa Counterterrorism Operation during the quarter. These reports examined 

various activities that support the East Africa Counterterrorism Operation and the North and 

West Africa Counterterrorism Operation, including: DoD oversight of  training to mobile 

medical teams prior to deploying to U.S. Africa Command area of operations; the DoS 

Bureau of Counterterrorism’s oversight and management of its foreign assistance programs, 

the DoS Global Engagement Center’s management and monitoring of its Federal assistance 

awards, and  nancial accountability in humanitarian assistance programs. The AFAA

also reported on whether the Air Force provided equipment and training to security force 

personnel needed to perform mission requirements while deployed in Niger.

As of June 30, 22 projects related to the East Africa and North and West Africa 

counterterrorism operations were ongoing and 5 projects were planned.

6SXKV#BOZY\^]#Lc#<OKN#97#1QOXMSO]
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The DoD OIG conducted this audit to determine whether the Defense Health Agency and 

the Military Departments provided e ective training to mobile medical teams to improve

trauma care before teams deployed to the U.S. Indo-Paci c Command and U.S. Africa

Command (which includes the areas that support the East Africa and North and West Africa 

counterterrorism operations) areas of responsibility.  

The Army, Navy, and Air Force employ mobile medical teams in response to combatant 

commander requests for forces on military operations. Mobile medical teams typically 

consist of a general surgeon, an emergency physician, a critical care nurse, a surgical 

technician, and additional trauma care professionals. Mobile medical teams need to develop 

both medical skills to perform operations in unforgiving environments and tactical skills to 

function safely in a combat zone. 

The DoD OIG determined that the mobile medical teams were provided team, 

environmental, and equipment training before they deployed to the U.S. Indo-Paci c

Command and U.S. Africa Command areas of responsibility, and the team members 
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reported that the training was generally e ective. However, the DoD OIG determined that

improvements are needed regarding surgical and tactical training to better prepare mobile 

medical teams before deployment. 

The DoD OIG recommended that the Surgeons General of the Army, Navy, and Air Force 

issue guidance implementing standardized training programs for all mobile medical teams, 

update training curriculums to include tactical training of mobile medical teams, and 

require all mobile medical team personnel complete standardized post-deployment after 

action reports and submit them to the Joint Lessons Learned Information System. The DoD 

OIG also recommended that a standardized post-deployment after action report template be 

developed to gather information on the e ectiveness of training provided to mobile medical

team members. 

Management agreed with the recommendations.
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The DoS OIG inspected the executive direction, program and policy implementation, 

resource management, and information management operations of the U.S. Mission to the 

United Nations and Other International Organizations in Geneva, Switzerland (Mission 

Geneva). Geneva is home to more than 100 UN and international organizations. The U.S. 

Government engages with these multilateral institutions through Mission Geneva. Among 

the international organizations based in Geneva are several—including the International 

Committee of the Red Cross, the International Organization for Migration, and the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees—through which the U.S. Government directs 

substantial portions of its humanitarian assistance funding for migrants, refugees, and others 

a ected by con icts in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.

Among other things, the DoS OIG found that the Charge d’A aires and the Acting Deputy

Chief of Mission led Mission Geneva in a professional and collegial manner; Mission Geneva 

and the DoS Bureau of International Organization A airs did not have shared procedures

for promoting and tracking U.S. citizen employment at Geneva-based UN and other 

international organizations; Mission Geneva had de ciencies in its procurement program,

including unauthorized commitments and poor contract administration; and while Mission 

Geneva’s Information Management O ce met customer needs, the Mission did not always

carry out information security responsibilities, putting the DoS’s information systems at risk 

of compromise. 

The DoS OIG made 20 recommendations—18 to Mission Geneva, 1 to the DoS Bureau of 

International Organization A airs, and 1 to the DoS Bureau of Global Talent Management—

to address the shortcomings identi ed in the report. Management agreed with the

recommendations.

The DoS OIG also completed a classi ed annex to this report after the quarter ended, which

was distributed to authorized recipients.

9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"[OL"3\YLH\"VM"4V\U[LY[LYYVYPZTbZ"7VYLPNU"2ZZPZ[HUJL"@YVNYHT"
=HUHNLTLU["
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This report was among three issued based on an inspection of the DoS Bureau of 

Counterterrorism (CT Bureau), which is discussed below (Inspection of the Bureau of 

Counterterrorism; ISP-I-20-13).

During the inspection of the CT Bureau, the DoS OIG inspected CT Bureau’s management 

of its foreign assistance program. The CT Bureau leads DoS e orts on international

counterterrorism strategy, policy, and operations. The CT Bureau advances its e orts, in

part, through its foreign assistance programs, which also aim to strengthen partner countries’ 

capabilities to help achieve U.S. counterterrorism policy goals and objectives. The CT 
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Bureau managed more than $384 million in foreign assistance funds during FY 2018. 

Among the interagency agreements and Federal assistance awards the DoS OIG reviewed 

were nearly $6.6 million for counterterrorism programs in Kenya awarded to the U.S. 

Department of Justice and U.S. Institute of Peace.

The DoS OIG determined that the CT Bureau’s monitoring and evaluation framework did 

not fully comply with DoS standards because the CT Bureau had yet to develop performance 

management plans for 13 of its 15 major programs; the CT Bureau relied on third-party 

contractors to help with foreign assistance program oversight, and these contractors 

inappropriately performed inherently governmental functions in some instances; the CT 

Bureau’s Federal assistance award  les did not always include documentation to show whether

a recipient performed the award in accordance with the statement of work; and the CT Bureau 

returned $51.9 million in expired and canceled funds from FYs 2016 to 2019, partly as a result 

of weaknesses in its oversight and management of foreign assistance awards.

The DoS OIG made seven recommendations to the CT Bureau to resolve the 

management weaknesses and gaps identi ed in the report. Management agreed with the

recommendations.

The third report associated with this inspection was a classi ed annex distributed to

authorized recipients on May 4, 2020.

9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"[OL"3\YLH\"VM"4V\U[LY[LYYVYPZT"
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The DoS OIG inspected the DoS CT Bureau’s executive direction, policy and program 

management, administrative operations, and information management and information 

security activities. The CT Bureau leads the DoS’s e orts on international counterterrorism

strategy, policy, and operations. The CT Bureau is responsible for a complex set of policies 

and programs ranging from international information sharing to foreign assistance 

programs. The CT Bureau’s policy mandate includes areas such as terrorist detention 

and repatriation, countering violent extremism, and management of aspects of the Global 

Coalition to Defeat ISIS.

This report is a companion report to the DoS OIG Inspection of the Bureau of 

Counterterrorism’s Foreign Assistance Program Management (ISP-I20-14, discussed 

above). The DoS OIG determined that the CT Bureau established e ective internal policy

coordination and communication processes; the head of the CT Bureau spearheaded 

interagency e orts to increase the pace and number of terrorist designations in 2018, which

resulted in more than 50 designation packages being completed; employees from other 

DoS bureaus and Federal agencies expressed di ering opinions about the CT Bureau’s

e ectiveness in promoting its policy goals in interagency processes; the CT Bureau did

not provide su cient policy guidance, training, and administrative support to overseas

employees who are responsible for coordinating and reporting on regional counterterrorism 

issues; and the CT Bureau’s statutorily mandated annual Country Reports on Terrorism— 

the CT Bureau’s  agship product, on which Congress, the media, and the public rely as an

authoritative statement of terrorist incidents worldwide—were submitted late in seven of 

eight instances reviewed during the inspection.
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The DoS OIG made 11 recommendations to the CT Bureau to address the de ciencies

identi ed in the report. Management agreed with the recommendation.

9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"6TIHZZ`"GHV\UKf&"4HTLYVVU

CMJ+C+0.+0.*$GUm /7*$0.0.

The DoS OIG inspected the executive direction, program and policy implementation, 

resource management, and information management operations of the U.S. Embassy in 

Yaoundé, and an embassy branch o ce in Douala.

Among other things, the DoS OIG found that the Ambassador and Deputy Chief of Mission 

led the embassy in a professional manner, but the Deputy Chief of Mission did not e ciently

manage and prioritize items coming to her for review and approval, which created delays 

in the approval process; the embassy did not develop a plan to integrate the branch o ce

in Douala with embassy operations, as called for in the embassy’s Integrated Country 

Strategy; the embassy issued 13 visas in a particular category to applicants who were 

ineligible because their medical results were incomplete; the embassy’s residential housing 

program did not fully comply with DoS safety and  re standards; and the embassy did not

have a functioning radio network, leaving it unable to communicate with posts assigned to 

its regional network control station.

The DoS OIG made 13 recommendations, 12 to the U.S. Embassy in Yaoundé, and 1 to the

DoS Bureau of Global Talent Management, to address the shortcomings identi ed in the

report. Management agreed with the recommendations.

For this inspection, the DoS OIG also produced a classi ed annex which was distributed to

authorized recipients on May 15, 2020.

4VTWSPHUJL"7VSSV^'DW"AL]PL^1"3\YLH\"VM"2MYPJHU"2!HPYZb"7VYLPNU"2ZZPZ[HUJL"
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The DoS OIG conducted a compliance follow-up review of the DoS’s implementation of 

recommendations issued in a 2017 DoS OIG inspection report. That 2017 report identi ed

de ciencies associated with the Bureau of African A airs’ (African A airs) strategic

oversight of foreign assistance program and shortcomings related to program management, 

risk management, funds management, and administration of Federal assistance awards. 

African A airs’ foreign assistance awards totaled to more than $275 million in FY 2019.

During the follow-up review, the DoS OIG found that African A airs took action to improve

its management of foreign assistance programs, but some de ciencies identi ed in the 2017

inspection report had not been fully addressed. The DoS OIG noted that African A airs

had  conducted biannual strategic foreign assistance reviews; increased senior leadership 

attention on foreign assistance programs; and updated its risk assessments for terrorist 

 nancing risk and for Federal assistance awards. However, the DoS OIG noted that African

A airs: had not documented its foreign assistance business processes; had not su ciently

improved its process for extending the availability of foreign assistance funds, resulting in 

more than $14 million being returned to the Department of the Treasury during FYs 2017-2019; 
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and had not su ciently addressed a shortcoming with respect to grant o cer representatives

completing reports evaluating the performance of recipients of African A airs foreign

assistance grants.

The 2017 inspection report contained 10 recommendations to African A airs, and this

follow-up review reviewed the implementation of 9 of the 10 recommendations. The 

remaining recommendation addressed a topic that is the subject of an audit that was 

underway at the time the follow-up review was conducted. Through the follow-up review, 

the DoS OIG determined that two recommendations from the 2017 report remained 

closed, that four recommendations would be closed, one recommendation reissued, 

and one recommendation revised and reissued. Additionally, the DoS OIG closed one 

recommendation from the 2017 report but issued a new recommendation to address related 

ongoing issues. Management agreed with the recommendations.

2\KP["VM"8SVIHS"6UNHNLTLU["4LU[LY"7LKLYHS"2ZZPZ[HUJL"2^HYK"=HUHNLTLU[""
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The DoS OIG conducted this audit to determine whether Federal assistance awards provided 

by the DoS Global Engagement Center (GEC) aligned with the GEC’s statutory mandate 

and authority and whether the GEC monitored those awards in accordance with Federal 

requirements, DoS policies and guidance, and the terms and conditions of each award. The 

National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2017 mandated that the GEC “lead, synchronize, 

and coordinate e orts of the U.S. Government to recognize, understand, expose, and counter

foreign state and non-state propaganda and disinformation e orts aimed at undermining

U.S. national security interests.” The GEC counter-disinformation e orts relate to state

actors including Russia, China, and Iran, and terrorist groups including ISIS and al-Qaeda 

and their a liates in Africa and elsewhere.

The DoS OIG reviewed all 39 grants and cooperative agreements that the GEC awarded 

in FY 2018 and found that the stated purpose of 38 of 39 awards aligned with the GEC’s 

statutory mandate and authority. However, the DoS OIG selected 10 of the 39 awards for 

detailed testing and found that the GEC did not consistently manage and monitor those 

awards in accordance with Federal requirements, DoS policies and guidance, and award 

terms and conditions. Speci cally, the DoS OIG found that GEC o cials did not always

clearly designate roles and responsibilities for grants management personnel; 3 of 10 risk 

assessments for the selected awards contained errors; and 9 of 10 monitoring and evaluation 

plans for the selected awards did not include all required elements and did not demonstrate 

a direct link to the award’s scope of work. Moreover, the DoS OIG found that GEC o cials

did not review award recipients’ performance reports. The DoS OIG determined that these 

de ciencies occurred, in part, because the GEC did not have enough experienced personnel

to issue, manage, and monitor cooperative agreements when the FY 2018 awards were 

issued, and the GEC had not formally adopted internal policies, processes, and procedures 

for managing and monitoring Federal assistance awards.

The DoS OIG made  ve recommendations to the GEC that were intended to improve

the GEC’s administration of Federal assistance awards. Management agreed with the 

recommendations.
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During an ongoing audit of the DoS Bureau of African A airs’ monitoring and coordination

of the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership, the DoS OIG identi ed de ciencies

with the performance work statements developed for contracts for three Trans-Sahara 

Counterterrorism Partnership projects. DoS guidelines require that performance work 

statements “describe results in clear, speci c, and objective terms with measurable outcomes.”

However, the DoS OIG found that the performance work statements for the three projects 

reviewed were neither clear nor speci c. For example, one project in Cameroon called for

the construction of a barrier wall but the performance work statement did not require the 

contractor to conduct a site survey prior to submitting a proposal which led, in part, to a 

section of the wall collapsing as a result of excessive rain, and which then led the Bureau 

of African A airs to spend an additional $3.3 million for modi cations and repairs.

For a second project in Cameroon, a contract called for training and equipping military 

forces at Lake Chad but because the performance work statement did not include accurate 

requirements, the contractor provided boats that were not appropriate for the project. As a 

result, the boats were never used for their intended purpose and $10.2 million was wasted. 

In another example, a contract called for the construction of an aircraft hangar in Niger 

but the performance work statement did not clearly state the dimensions of the apron. The 

apron was built too small and the Bureau of African A airs spent an additional $1.1 million,

in part, to increase the apron’s size. Because of the shortcomings identi ed for these three

projects, the DoS OIG questioned a total of $14.6 million expended by the DoS under the 

Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership. 

The DoS OIG determined that these de ciencies occurred, in part, because the contracting

o cer’s representatives and the contractors the Bureau of African A airs employs in

support of its programs did not have the technical knowledge needed to develop well-

de ned performance work statements. The DoS OIG made seven recommendations to the

Bureau of African A airs to address the shortcomings identi ed. Management agreed with

the recommendations.
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The Norwegian Refugee Council is a NGO humanitarian organization that works with 

refugees and internally displaced people in Africa and other locations. 

The Norwegian Refugee Council contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct

an annual audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG 

reviewed the report for conformance with professional standards.
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Auditors examined approximately $37 million in expenditures of which approximately $25 

million related to USAID funds during the audited period. The audit  rm concluded the

fund accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues 

and costs incurred under the awards for the period audited. The audit  rm reported no

questioned costs; no material weaknesses in internal control; and no instances of material 

noncompliance. The audit  rm also issued a management letter with other areas of concern

 ndings, included in the report.
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USAID OIG conducted this audit to determine whether USAID implemented key internal 

controls to protect information available in the external cloud when accessed through sta ’s

personal devices. The internal controls under review are based on controls recommended by 

the National Institute of Standards and Technology, Digital Services Advisory Group, and 

the Federal Chief Information O cers Council.

USAID sta —including those serving at embassies in countries supporting the East Africa

and North and West Africa counterterrorism operations—rely on both the agency’s internal 

computing systems and external cloud computing systems to conduct their daily business. 

USAID OIG found that USAID had implemented some internal controls to address the risk 

of information security breaches. For instance, USAID required sta to take training on

protecting sensitive information and having users sign an agreement of conduct. USAID 

also required sta to use an agency-issued electronic secure authentication device when

accessing the external cloud on personal devices. However, USAID OIG concluded that 

there were signi cant gaps in USAID’s policies on the use of personal devices, and that

these gaps presented an increased risk of security breaches to the external cloud and the 

information contained within the cloud.  

USAID OIG made four recommendations to USAID’s Chief Information O cer to address

the gaps in internal controls identi ed in the audit. On the basis of the responses USAID

provided, USAID OIG considers three of the recommendations closed, and one of them 

resolved but open pending completion of planned activities.
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African Development Solutions is an African-led international development and 

humanitarian organization established in 1991 in response to Somalia’s devastating 

humanitarian crisis and civil war. African Development Solutions works to improve the 

conditions of those who are living in marginalized areas in the Horn of Africa.

African Development Solutions contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct an

annual audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG 

reviewed the report for conformance with professional standards.  
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Auditors examined approximately $2.8 million in expenditures and concluded the fund 

accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues and 

costs incurred under the award for the period audited. The audit  rm did not identify any

questioned costs; no material weaknesses in internal control; and two instances of material 

noncompliance. The two instances identi ed are repeat  ndings from the prior period. In

addition, since this was a closeout audit for all USAID awards to the recipient, the  rm did

not make a recommendation but suggest that USAID determine if the recipient addressed 

the issues noted. 
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African Development Solutions is an African-led international development and 

humanitarian organization established in 1991 in response to Somalia’s devastating 

humanitarian crisis and civil war. African Development Solutions works to improve the 

conditions of those who are living in marginalized areas in the Horn of Africa.

African Development Solutions contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct an

annual audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG 

reviewed the report for conformance with professional standards.  

Auditors examined approximately $8.5 million in expenditures and concluded the fund 

accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues and 

costs incurred under the award for the period audited. The audit  rm did not identify any

questioned costs; no material weaknesses in internal control; and two instances of material 

noncompliance. The  rm did not make any recommendations.
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Cooperazione Internazionale is an independent Italian NGO that seeks to reduce poverty in 

Africa and other locations in Latin America and the Middle East.

Cooperazione Internazionale contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct an

annual audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG 

reviewed the report for conformance with professional standards.

Auditors examined approximately $4 million in expenditures and concluded the fund 

accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues and 

costs incurred under the award for the period audited. The audit  rm did not identify any

questioned costs, no material weaknesses in internal control, and no instances of material 

noncompliance.
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The Wajir South Development Association (WASDA) is a Kenyan non-pro t organization

that addresses development challenges in the region. WASDA’s mission is to mobilize and 

engage communities for sustainable management of the environment, water resources, 

livelihoods, and education and public health services in the Horn of Africa.

Wajir South Development Association contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct

an annual audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG 

reviewed the report for conformance with professional standards. 

Auditors examined approximately $1.7 million in expenditures and concluded the fund 

accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues and 

costs incurred under the award for the period audited. The audit  rm identi ed $6,512 in

ineligible questioned costs; no material weaknesses in internal control; and one instance of 

material noncompliance.
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The Northern Rangelands Trust is a community led NGO in northern Kenya that works 

toward improving people’s lives, securing peace, and conserving natural resources. 

Northern Rangelands Trust contracted with an independent audit  rm to conduct an annual

audit of its systems in line with USAID award requirements, and USAID OIG reviewed the 

report for conformance with professional standards.

Auditors examined approximately $4.7 million in expenditures and concluded the fund 

accountability statement presented fairly, in all material respects, program revenues and 

costs incurred under the award for the period audited, except for $47,666 in total questioned 

costs ($46,676 ineligible and $990 unsupported); no material weaknesses in internal control; 

and eight instances of material noncompliance. Two of the material noncompliance  ndings

related to recommendations made in the prior year. The  rm recommended that USAID/

Kenya and East Africa determine if the recipient addressed the issues noted.

EC194#?97#9CCE5C#14F9C?BI#D?#9>6?B=#EC194eC#3?F94'*/#B5C@?>C5

On May 21, USAID OIG issued an advisory notice, “Key Questions to Inform USAID’s 

COVID-19 Response.” The advisory is based on past USAID OIG work, including the 

previous Operation United Assistance contingency operations, which was activated for 

the Ebola virus disease outbreak in West Africa. The advisory highlights lessons learned 

from past global health and emergency programming and key considerations for USAID’s 

COVID-19 response e ort.
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The Air Force Audit Agency (AFAA) conducted this audit to determine the su ciency

of the condition and quantity of security forces’ individual protective and deployable 

equipment and whether security force personnel have received necessary training on 

equipment needed to perform mission requirements.

The 435th Air Expeditionary Wing security forces personnel provide security and force 

protection at Air Base 101 and Air Base 201, located respectively in Niamey and Agadez, 

Niger. Security forces personnel receive, account for, and maintain individual protective 

and deployable equipment to accomplish the mission. As of November 2019, security forces 

personnel at Air Base 101 and Air Base 201 managed 556 equipment items valued over $4.6 

million.

The AFAA determined that security forces personnel were trained and equipped to meet 

mission requirements. Speci cally, the quantity and condition of security forces’ individual

protective and deployable equipment was su cient, and personnel received training on

individual protective and deployable equipment to perform mission requirements. However, 

security forces personnel did not accurately account for deployable equipment items. 

Accurately accounting for deployable equipment provides visibility over assets essential to 

Air Force mission and reduces the potential for loss, theft, or misuse of assets.

The AFAA made four recommendations to improve accountability for deployable 

equipment. Management agreed with the recommendations.

?XQYSXQ#KXN#@VKXXON#?`O\]SQR^#1M^S`S^SO]

As of June 30, 22 projects related to the East Africa and North and West Africa 

counterterrorism operations were ongoing, and 5 were planned. Lead IG and partner 

agencies have suspended of modi ed the dates of estimated completion for some ongoing

oversight projects due to the operational restrictions caused by COVID-19.

Tables 4 through 5 list the title and objective for Lead IG and partner agencies’ ongoing 

oversight projects.
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9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"[OL"3\YLH\"VM"5PWSVTH[PJ"BLJ\YP[`"BWLJPHS"@YVNYHT"MVY"6TIHZZ`"2\NTLU[H[PVU"ALZWVUZL"
Nc$YjU`iUhY$h\Y$MYWif]hm$MdYW]U`$Jfc[fUa$Zcf$?aVUggm$;i[aYbhUh]cb$LYgdcbgY,$

2\KP["VM"5LWHY[TLU["VM"B[H[LbZ"@VZ["BLJ\YP[`"@YVNYHT"AL]PL^"@YVJLZZ$
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$k\Yh\Yf$h\Y$>cM$<ifYUi$cZ$>]d`caUh]W$MYWif]hmtg$Jcgh$MYWif]hm$Jfc[fUa$LYj]Yk$dfcWYgg$]g$gi#]W]Ybh$hc$]XYbh]Zm$
UbX$fYgc`jY$XYZ]W]YbW]Yg$]b$h\Y$aUbU[YaYbh$cZ$gY`YWhYX$dcghgt$`]ZY$gUZYhm*$YaYf[YbWm$dfYdUfYXbYgg*$UbX$]bZcfaUh]cb$gYWif]hm$
dfc[fUag,

$9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"D(B("=PZZPVU"[V"[OL"DUP[LK">H[PVUZ"HUK"?[OLY"9U[LYUH[PVUHS"?YNHUPaH[PVUZ"PU"8LUL]H&"B^P[aLYSHUKc4SHZZPMPLK"
2UUL_$
Nc$YjU`iUhY$h\Y$dfc[fUag$UbX$cdYfUh]cbg$cZ$h\Y$O,M,$G]gg]cb$hc$h\Y$Ob]hYX$HUh]cbg$UbX$ch\Yf$]bhYfbUh]cbU`$cf[Ub]nUh]cbg$]b$
AYbYjU,

K*I*#7=;D9O#<EH#?DJ;HD7J?ED7B#:;L;BEFC;DJ#E<<?9;#E<#?DIF;9JEH#=;D;H7B

2\KP["VM"DB295bZ"9UP[PH[P]L"2NHPUZ["BL_\HS"6_WSVP[H[PVU"HUK"2I\ZL
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$h\Y$YlhYbh$hc$k\]W\$OM;C>$hcc_$UWh]cb$hc$dfYjYbh$UbX$XYhYWh$gYliU`$Yld`c]hUh]cb$UbX$UVigY$UbX$hc$UggYgg$OM;C>tg$
dfcWYgg$Zcf$fYgdcbX]b[$hc$U``Y[Uh]cbg$cZ$gYliU`$Yld`c]hUh]cb$UbX$UVigY,$

2\KP["VM"DB295bZ"BLSM'ALSPHUJL"9UP[PH[P]L
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$hc$h\Y$YlhYbh$hc$k\]W\$OM;C>tg$gY`Z+fY`]UbWY$aYhf]Wg$\UjY$VYYb$]bWcfdcfUhYX$]bhc$]hg$XYjY`cdaYbh$dfc[fUaa]b[$
ghfUhY[m$UbX$h\Y$W\U``Yb[Yg$OM;C>$ZUWYg$]b$]ad`YaYbh]b[$XYjY`cdaYbh$UWh]j]h]Yg$Ug$Ybj]g]cbYX$ibXYf$h\Y$DcifbYm$hc$MY`Z+
LY`]UbWY$Cb]h]Uh]jY,$

2\KP["VM"DB295bZ"ALZWVUZL"[V"[OL"<HRL"4OHK"3HZPU"4VTWSL_"6TLYNLUJ`
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$h\Y$YlhYbh$hc$k\]W\$OM;C>$cjYfgUk$]hg$\iaUb]hUf]Ub$Ugg]ghUbWY$UWh]j]h]Yg$]b$h\Y$FU_Y$=\UX$<Ug]b9$UXcdhYX$
aYUgifYg$hc$a]h][UhY$h\Y$f]g_g$UggcW]UhYX$k]h\$]ad`YaYbhYfg$ig]b[$kU]jYfg$Zfca$WcadYh]h]cb$]b$dfcWifYaYbh$]b$h\Y$FU_Y$
=\UX$<Ug]b9$UbX$UXcdhYX$UbX$jYf]Z]YX$h\Uh$aYUgifYg$hc$dfYjYbh$h\Y$X]jYfg]cb$cZ$U]X$Zfca$]hg$]bhYbXYX$VYbYZ]W]Uf]Yg$UfY$VY]b[$
Zc``ckYX$]b$h\Y$FU_Y$=\UX$<Ug]b,$

2\KP["VM"DB295bZ"ALSPHUJL"PU"[OL"BHOLS"6UOHUJLK"$A9B6%"@YVQLJ[
Nc$UggYgg$hc$k\Uh$YlhYbh$OM;C>$XYg][bYX$UbX$acb]hcfYX$h\Y$]ad`YaYbhUh]cb$cZ$LCM?$C$UWh]j]h]Yg$hc$U`][b$k]h\$]hg$fYg]`]YbWY$
dc`]Wm$[cU`g9$UbX$hc$k\Uh$YlhYbh$OM;C>$]bWcfdcfUhYX$`Yggcbg$`YUfbYX$Zfca$LCM?$C$]bhc$LCM?$CC,$

2\KP["VM"DB295bZ"4VU[YHJ["CLYTPUH[PVU"@YHJ[PJLZ
Nc$UggYgg$OM;C>tg$dfcWYXifYg$[i]X]b[$UWei]g]h]cb$UkUfX$hYfa]bUh]cbg*$UbX$]Z$gY`YWhYX$UWei]g]h]cb$UkUfXg$kYfY$hYfa]bUhYX$]b$
UWWcfXUbWY$k]h\$YghUV`]g\YX$fYei]fYaYbhg,$

2\KP["VM"[OL"DB295"4VTWSPHUJL"^P[O"[OL"BLUH[VY"@H\S"BPTVU"FH[LY"MVY"[OL"FVYSK"2J["VM"+)*-
Nc$k\Uh$YlhYbh$\Ug$OM;C>$XYg][bUhYX$\][\$df]cf]hm$Wcibhf]Yg$UbX$U``cWUhYX$kUhYf$UWWYgg*$gUb]hUh]cb*$UbX$\m[]YbY$ZibX]b[$VUgYX$
cb$h\Y$MYbUhcf$JUi`$M]acb$QUhYf$Zcf$h\Y$Qcf`X$;Wh$cZ$0./2,$
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NUV`Y$3,

F\Q^^UT#EfUbcYWXd#Fb_ZUSdc#Ri#BUQT#?=#7WU^Si(#Qc#_V#@e^U#/,(#.,.,

:;F7HJC;DJ#E<#:;<;DI;#E<<?9;#E<#?DIF;9JEH#=;D;H7B

2\KP["VM"?]LYZPNO["VM"[OL"3HZL"?WLYH[PVUZ"B\WWVY["BLY]PJLZ"4VU[YHJ["MVY"D(B("2MYPJH"4VTTHUK"3HZLZ
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$k\Yh\Yf$HUjU`$@UW]`]h]Yg$?b[]bYYf]b[$=caaUbX$;h`Ubh]W$]g$cjYfgYY]b[$h\Y$O,M,$;Zf]WU$=caaUbX$<UgY$IdYfUh]cbg$
Middcfh$MYfj]WYg$WcbhfUWh$hc$YbgifY$h\Y$WcbhfUWhcf$]g$dfcj]X]b[$dfcdYf$giddcfh$gYfj]WYg,$

2\KP["VM"[OL"2MYPJHU"B\YMHJL"5PZ[YPI\[PVU"BLY]PJLZ"4VU[YHJ[
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$k\Yh\Yf$h\Y$>c>$aUbU[YX$h\Y$;Zf]WUb$MifZUWY$>]ghf]Vih]cb$MYfj]WYg$WcbhfUWh$hc$YbgifY$[fcibX$X]ghf]Vih]cb$UbX$
hfUbgdcfhUh]cb$dYfZcfaUbWY$cV^YWh]jYg$kYfY$aYh,$

:;F7HJC;DJ#E<#IJ7J;#E<<?9;#E<#?DIF;9JEH#=;D;H7B

9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"[OL"D(B("6TIHZZ`"PU"2I\QH&">PNLYPH&"HUK"[OL"4VUZ\SH[L"8LULYHS"PU"<HNVZ"
Nc$YjU`iUhY$h\Y$dfc[fUag$UbX$cdYfUh]cbg$cZ$h\Y$O,M,$?aVUggm$]b$;Vi^U$UbX$h\Y$=cbgi`UhY$AYbYfU`$]b$FU[cg,

2\KP["VM"5VB"9TWSLTLU[H[PVU"VM"[OL">H[PVUHS"2J[PVU"@SHU"VU"FVTLU&"@LHJL&"HUK"BLJ\YP[`
Nc$XYhYfa]bY$k\Yh\Yf$h\Y$>cM$I#]WY$cZ$A`cVU`$QcaYbtg$CggiYg$\Ug$hU]`cfYX$Udd`]WUV`Y$>cM$Yb[U[YaYbhg$UbX$dfc[fUa$hc$\Y`d$
kcaYb$VY$acfY$dfYdUfYX$Zcf*$UbX$UV`Y$hc$dUfh]W]dUhY$]b*$XYW]g]cb+aU_]b[$dfcWYggYg$fY`UhYX$hc$WcbZ`]Wh$UbX$Wf]g]g9$YghUV`]g\YX$
aYhf]W$UbX$hUf[Yhg$hc$YjU`iUhY*$aYUgifY*$UbX$fYdcfh$>cM$dYfZcfaUbWY9$UbX$WfYUhYX$U$dfcWYgg$hc$acX]Zm$cf$fYX]fYWh$dfc[fUa$
fYgcifWYg$cb$h\Y$VUg]g$cZ$dYfZcfaUbWY$h\Uh$]bZcfag$fYgcifWY$U``cWUh]cb$UbX$d`Ubb]b[,

9UZWLJ[PVU"VM"[OL"D(B("6TIHZZ`"PU"4V[VUV\&"3LUPU
Nc$YjU`iUhY$h\Y$dfc[fUag$UbX$cdYfUh]cbg$cZ$h\Y$O,M,$?aVUggm$]b$=chcbci,



30$$I$$F?;>$CA$L?JILN$NI$NB?$O,M,$=IHAL?MM$$I$$;JLCF$/*$0.0."DOH?$1.*$0.0.

COUNTERTERRORISM OPERATIONS IN AFRICA

9>F5CD971D9?>C#1>4#8?D<9>5#13D9F9DI
The Lead IG agencies and partners continue to coordinate their investigative e orts through

the Fraud and Corruption Investigative Working Group, which consists of representatives 

from the Defense Criminal Investigative Service (DCIS, the DoD OIG’s investigative 

and criminal component), the DoS OIG, USAID OIG, the Army Criminal Investigations 

Command, the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, and the Air Force O ce of Special

Investigations. 

However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, DCIS has temporarily removed investigative 

personnel from Djibouti. DCIS is continually monitoring the health and safety conditions 

in the U.S. Africa Command area of operation in order to assess the viability of resuming 

deployments to the continent. DCIS investigators were able to work on cases related to the 

East Africa Counterterrorism Operation and the North and West Africa Counterterrorism 

Operation from Kuwait, Germany, and the United States. DoS OIG and USAID OIG 

investigators based in Frankfurt have been teleworking from their residences. 

During this quarter, Lead IG investigative agencies coordinated on 17 open investigations 

related to the East Africa Counterterrorism Operation and 3 open investigations related to 

the North and West Africa Counterterrorism Operation. The open investigations involve 

procurement and grant fraud, corruption, computer intrusion, theft, and human tra cking.

This quarter, the Fraud and Corruption Investigative Working Group conducted 1 fraud 

awareness brie ngs for 12 participants.

Each Lead IG agency maintains its own hotline to receive complaints and contacts speci c

to its agency. The hotlines provide a con dential, reliable means for individuals to report

violations of law, rule, or regulation; mismanagement; gross waste of funds; or abuse of 

authority. The DoD OIG has an investigator to coordinate the hotline contacts among the 

Lead IG agencies and others, as appropriate. This quarter, the investigator did not receive 

any complaints related to the East Africa Counterterrorism Operation and the North and 

West Africa Counterterrorism Operation.
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;JJ?H>CR$;
3VK]]SPSON#1ZZOXNSb#^Y#^RS]#BOZY\^

N\]g$ibW`Ugg]Z]YX$fYdcfh$bcfaU``m$]bW`iXYg$U$W`Ugg]Z]YX$UddYbX]l$h\Uh$dfcj]XYg$UXX]h]cbU`$]bZcfaUh]cb$
cb$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$
IdYfUh]cb*$Ug$bchYX$]b$gYjYfU`$gYWh]cbg$cZ$h\]g$fYdcfh,$>iY$hc$h\Y$WcfcbUj]fig$X]gYUgYx0./7$dUbXYa]W*$
h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$X]X$bch$dfYdUfY$U$W`Ugg]Z]YX$UddYbX]l$h\]g$eiUfhYf,

;JJ?H>CR$<
=O^RYNYVYQc#PY\#@\OZK\SXQ#^RS]#<OKN#97#

A_K\^O\Vc#BOZY\^

N\]g$fYdcfh$Wcad`]Yg$k]h\$gYWh]cbg$0*$2*$UbX$6F$cZ$h\Y$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$;Wh$cZ$/756*$k\]W\$fYei]fYg$
h\Uh$h\Y$XYg][bUhYX$FYUX$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$'CA($dfcj]XY$U$eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfh*$UjU]`UV`Y$hc$h\Y$diV`]W*$
cb$Ub$cjYfgYUg$Wcbh]b[YbWm$cdYfUh]cb,$N\Y$=\U]f$cZ$h\Y$=cibW]`$cZ$CbgdYWhcfg$AYbYfU`$Zcf$CbhY[f]hm$
UbX$?#]W]YbWm$XYg][bUhYX$h\Y$>YdUfhaYbh$cZ$>YZYbgY$'>c>($CA$Ug$h\Y$FYUX$CA$Zcf$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$
=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb,$N\Y$
>YdUfhaYbh$cZ$MhUhY$'>cM($CA$]g$h\Y$;ggcW]UhY$FYUX$CA$Zcf$h\Y$cdYfUh]cb,

N\]g$fYdcfh$WcbhU]bg$]bZcfaUh]cb$Zfca$h\Y$h\fYY$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Ygy>c>$I#]WY$cZ$CbgdYWhcf$AYbYfU`$
'ICA(*$>cM$ICA*$UbX$O,M,$;[YbWm$Zcf$CbhYfbUh]cbU`$>YjY`cdaYbh$'OM;C>($ICAyUg$kY``$Ug$Zfca$dUfhbYf$
cjYfg][\h$U[YbW]Yg,$N\]g$fYdcfh$WcjYfg$h\Y$dYf]cX$Zfca$;df]`$/*$0.0.$h\fci[\$DibY$1.*$0.0.,

Nc$Zi`Z]``$]hg$Wcb[fYgg]cbU`$aUbXUhY$hc$dfcXiWY$U$eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfh$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$
IdYfUh]cb$UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$[Uh\Yf$
XUhU$UbX$]bZcfaUh]cb$Zfca$@YXYfU`$U[YbW]Yg$UbX$cdYb$gcifWYg,$N\Y$gcifWYg$cZ$]bZcfaUh]cb$WcbhU]bYX$
]b$h\]g$fYdcfh$UfY$`]ghYX$]b$YbXbchYg$cf$bchYg$hc$hUV`Yg$UbX$Z][ifYg,$?lWYdh$]b$h\Y$WUgY$cZ$UiX]hg*$
]bgdYWh]cbg*$UbX$YjU`iUh]cbg$fYZYfYbWYX$]b$h\]g$fYdcfh*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$\UjY$bch$jYf]Z]YX$cf$
UiX]hYX$h\Y$]bZcfaUh]cb$Wc``YWhYX$h\fci[\$cdYb+gcifWY$fYgYUfW\$cf$fYeiYghg$Zcf$]bZcfaUh]cb$hc$
@YXYfU`$U[YbW]Yg,$

9>6?B=1D9?>#3?<<53D9?>

?UW\$eiUfhYf*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$[Uh\Yf$]bZcfaUh]cb$Zfca$h\Y$>c>*$>cM*$OM;C>*$UbX$ch\Yf$@YXYfU`$
U[YbW]Yg$UVcih$h\Y]f$dfc[fUag$UbX$cdYfUh]cbg$fY`UhYX$hc$h\Y$?Ugh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb$
UbX$h\Y$Hcfh\$UbX$QYgh$;Zf]WU$=cibhYfhYffcf]ga$IdYfUh]cb,$N\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$igY$h\Y$]bZcfaUh]cb$
dfcj]XYX$Vm$h\Y]f$fYgdYWh]jY$U[YbW]Yg$Zcf$eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfh]b[$UbX$cjYfg][\h$d`Ubb]b[,$$

?@5>'C?EB35#B5C51B38

N\]g$fYdcfh$U`gc$XfUkg$cb$h\Y$acgh$WiffYbh*$diV`]W`m$UjU]`UV`Y$]bZcfaUh]cb$Zfca$fYdihUV`Y$gcifWYg,$
McifWYg$igYX$]b$h\]g$fYdcfh$]bW`iXY$h\Y$Zc``ck]b[8

w$ =cb[fYgg]cbU`$hYgh]acbm

w$ JfYgg$WcbZYfYbWYg*$cZZ]W]U`$O,M,$AcjYfbaYbh$Vf]YZ]b[g

w$ Ob]hYX$HUh]cbg$fYdcfhg

w$ LYdcfhg$]ggiYX$Vm$bcb[cjYfbaYbhU`$cf[Ub]nUh]cbg$UbX$h\]b_$hUb_g

w$ GYX]U$fYdcfhg
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GUhYf]U`g$Wc``YWhYX$h\fci[\$cdYb+gcifWY$fYgYUfW\$dfcj]XY$]bZcfaUh]cb$hc$XYgWf]VY$h\Y$ghUhig$cZ$h\Y$
cdYfUh]cb$UbX$\Y`d$h\Y$FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$UggYgg$]bZcfaUh]cb$dfcj]XYX$]b$h\Y]f$U[YbWm$]bZcfaUh]cb$
Wc``YWh]cb$dfcWYgg,$

B5@?BD#@B?4E3D9?>

N\Y$>c>$ICA*$Ug$h\Y$FYUX$CA*$]g$fYgdcbg]V`Y$Zcf$UggYaV`]b[$UbX$dfcXiW]b[$h\]g$fYdcfh,$N\Y$>c>$ICA*$
>cM$ICA*$UbX$OM;C>$ICA$XfU!$h\Y$gYWh]cbg$cZ$h\Y$fYdcfh$fY`UhYX$hc$h\Y$UWh]j]h]Yg$cZ$h\Y]f$U[YbW]Yg,$N\Y$
FYUX$CA$U[YbW]Yg$h\Yb$dfcj]XY$h\cgY$c#]WYg$h\Uh$dfcj]XYX$]bZcfaUh]cb$k]h\$cddcfhib]h]Yg$hc$jYf]Zm$
UbX$WcaaYbh$cb$h\Y$WcbhYbh$cZ$h\Y$fYdcfh,$

?UW\$ICA$WccfX]bUhYg$h\Y$fYj]Yk$dfcWYgg$k]h\$]hg$ckb$U[YbWm,$>if]b[$h\Y$Z]fgh$fYj]Yk*$h\Y$FYUX$CA$
U[YbW]Yg$Ug_$h\Y]f$U[YbW]Yg$hc$WcffYWh$]bUWWifUW]Yg$UbX$dfcj]XY$UXX]h]cbU`$XcWiaYbhUh]cb,$N\Y$FYUX$
CA$U[YbW]Yg$]bWcfdcfUhY$U[YbWm$WcaaYbhg*$k\YfY$Uddfcdf]UhY*$UbX$gYbX$h\Y$fYdcfh$VUW_$hc$h\Y$
U[YbW]Yg$Zcf$U$gYWcbX$fYj]Yk,$?UW\$FYUX$CA$U[YbWm$dUfh]W]dUhYg$]b$fYj]Yk]b[$UbX$YX]h]b[$h\Y$Ybh]fY$
eiUfhYf`m$fYdcfh,
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13B?>I=C

7Sb_^i]

;=F?>$ ;faYX$=cbZ`]Wh$FcWUh]cb$UbX$?jYbh$
>UhUVUgY$

;>?MI ;Zf]WUb$>YjY`cdaYbh$Mc`ih]cbg$
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Libya: Violations related to mercenary activities must be investigated – UN

experts

GENEVA (17 June 2020) – UN experts* today warned that reliance on foreign actors has contributed to

the escalation of the conflict in Libya and undermined prospects for a peaceful resolution, “all at a tragic

cost for the local population”.

The UN Working Group on the use of mercenaries expressed alarm at widespread reports about the use of

mercenaries and related actors, particularly since the start of the offensive by the Libyan National Army

(LNA) to seize the capital Tripoli in April 2019.

“This is a breach of the existing arms embargo imposed by the UN Security Council which includes a

prohibition on the provision of armed mercenary personnel, as well as a breach of the International

Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries to which Libya is party,”

said Chris Kwaja, who chairs the Working Group.

The UN Working Group noted that both the Government of National Accord (GNA) and the LNA have relied

on third-country nationals to support military operations, including Russian private military personnel, and

Syrian, Chadian and Sudanese mercenaries.

“Parties to the conflict in Libya and the States supporting them should immediately stop recruiting, funding

and deploying mercenaries and related actors to sustain hostilities,” the Working Group said. “The

deployment of mercenaries to Libya only adds to the multitude and opacity of armed groups and other

actors operating in a context of impunity.”

Reports have emerged that Turkey has engaged in large-scale recruitment and transfer of Syrian fighters to

take part in hostilities in support of the GNA. “These fighters were recruited through armed factions

affiliated with the Syrian National Army that have been accused of serious human rights abuses in Syria,”

Kwaja said.

Thousands of Syrian men, including boys under 18 years, have reportedly been sent to Libya via Turkey in

recent months. “We are concerned that these children come from an extremely vulnerable social and

economic situation and are being exploited for the purpose of recruitment as mercenaries,” he added.

The Working Group also expressed concerns at recent reports that Syrian fighters were now being used by

both the GNA and the LNA.

Further, Russian private military personnel were reportedly deployed on the Tripoli frontline to support the

LNA as snipers and to direct artillery fire from at least September 2019 to May 2020 when reports about

their withdrawal emerged. The name of one company, the Wagner Group, has been cited in connection



with this deployment. In September 2019, some of the personnel allegedly arbitrarily detained five civilians

and summarily executed three of them in al-Sbeaa village near Tripoli.

“We urge the Governments concerned to investigate all allegations of human rights violations and abuses

committed or facilitated by such actors, to hold perpetrators accountable, and to provide access to

effective remedies for victims,” the experts said.

“The use of these fighters is all the more concerning in the current COVID-19 pandemic. Sending them to a

conflict zone shows complete disregard for the health and safety of the Libyan civilian population that has

been left severely ill-prepared to face the health crisis.”

The experts have also conveyed their concerns directly to the Governments of Libya, Turkey and the

Russian Federation, as well as to the Libyan National Army[1].

ENDS

(*) The Working Group on the use of mercenaries is comprised of five independent experts: Chris Kwaja

(Chair-Rapporteur), Jelena Aparac, Lilian Bobea, Sorcha MacLeod, and Saeed Mokbil.

This statement has been endorsed by Agnès Callamard, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or

arbitrary executions; Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment or punishment; and the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention: Ms. Leigh Toomey (Chair-

Rapporteur), Ms. Elina Steinerte (Vice-Chair), Mr. José Antonio Guevara Bermúdez, Mr. Sètondji

Roland Adjovi and Mr. Seong-Phil Hong.

The Working Groups and Special Rapporteurs are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of

the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human

Rights system, is the general name of the Council's independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms

that address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special

Procedures' experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their

work. They are independent from any government or organization and serve in their individual capacity.

For more information and media requests please contact Sara Hamood (+41 22 928 9450 /

shamood@ohchr.org) and Barbora Zamrska (+41 22 928 9263 / bzamrska@ohchr.org).

For media enquiries regarding other UN independent experts, please contact Renato de Souza (+41 22

928 9855 / rrosariodesouza@ohchr.org) and John Newland (mediaconsultant2@ohchr.org)

Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter @UN_SPExperts.

Concerned about the world we live in?

Then STAND UP for someone’s rights today.

#Standup4humanrights

and visit the web page at http://www.standup4humanrights.org

[1] This communication does not in any way imply the expression of any opinion concerning the legal

status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities.
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FOREWORD 

The course of the history is full of stories of the dictatorial leaders, who spent their lives 

in order to grip total power and build a lasting reign. The dictators, like ;WTNH[iU 7THULGHQV

Recep Tayyip ,TGRqDQ$ seem determined to keep the legacy of their predecessors even in 

the 21st Century. One of the main characteristics of the dictatorial leaders is that they use all 

the means available to them to reach their goals, disregarding ethics and legitimacy. 

6ZLWiIV stick to the rule! His tools extend from a robust media propaganda machine to 

multiple paramilitary organizations. His media machine, for example, functions as a 

fabrication mechanism, which continually attacks the opposition and spreads hatred against 

them. On the other hand, his paramilitary organizations are geared to confront any kind of 

domestic or foreign opposition via asymmetrical ways, including terrorism. 2UWVO 6ZLWiIVf[

multiple paramilitary organizations, SADAT is the most prominent and the powerful one.  

SADAT (International Defense Consulting, in Turkish Uluslararasl :DXWQPD

+DQltmanllql) officially describes itself as a hPrivate Defense and Consultancy 

Companyi.1 Its selfwdescription and mission statement are blurry and vague: 

USADAT Inc. is the first and the only company in Turkey, that internationally 

provides consultancy and military training services at the international defense and 

AEJ=HAFH I=;KHAJN I=;JFHV 2

U5+.+6 1E;$ 9ADI 9J =IJ9:CAI@AE? J@= ;FFG=H9JAFE 9DFE? J@= Islamic Countries in the 

sense of military and defense industries, in order to assist the Islamic World to take the 

rank it deserves among the Super Global Powers as a self-sufficient military power, by 

submitting them the services regarding the organization of Armed Forces, defense 

consultancy, military training, and ordnanceV.3

6ZLWiIV administration prefers to keep SADAT out of any legal or administrative inquiry. 

DPQ[ LMTQJMZI\MT` ]VNZIUML UQ[[QWV [\I\MUMV\ ITTW_[ C252D \W NZMMT` X]Z[]M 6ZLWiIVf[

ambitions. Thus, SADAT is an unsupervised, uncontrolled, unaudited paramilitary company, 

operating under no regulation. 6ZLWiIV employs SADAT, alongside with other paramilitary 

organizations, to serve his covert agenda in and out of the country. Substantial indications 

show that SADAT adopts a SalafistwJihadist ideology. There are serious claims about 

SADAT, which range from providing weapons and guerilla training to SalafistwJihadist Al 

Nusra, AlwQaeda and ISIL militants to establishing a proc6ZLWiIV SalafistwJihadist militia in 

Turkey and abroad. 

1 http://www.sadat.com.tr/about-us/why-sadat-inc-international-defense-consulting.html 
2 http://www.sadat.com.tr/download/SADAT-eng-full-v02.pdf 
3 Ibid 
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One major act of SADAT was its role in 6ZLWiIVf[ [MTNccoup on 15 July 2016. 

Substantial evidence indicates that SADAT and other prowAKP (Justice and Development 

GSdfk( [` Kgd][eZ 8VS^Wf hW BS^]}`_S GSdf[e[& paramilitary organizations, including mafia 

gangs, were responsible for some of the civilian killings. WZ[^W US^^[`Y fZW WhW`fe aX ,0 Ag^k xS

OQN\ NZWU 8WLd$ 6ZLWiIV used these killings as a pretext to carry out his historically brutal 

crackdown.4 J8;8K{e W_b^ak_W`f UM\PWL WV (+ ;]T` )'(, _I[ IV QTT][\ZI\QWV WN 6ZLWiIVf[

determination to use this crucial apparatus in the future to shape politics, crush political 

opponents and even fuel a civil unrest when he sees a necessity to protect his reign. (A 

substantial study on 15 July 2016 by former Turkish officials is available online.5) 

Following 15 July 2016 events, Chairman of SADAT (GQDQ ;DQTlXHTGL was appointed 

I[ \PM 4PQMN 4WV[]T\IV\ \W 6ZLWiIV% DPQ[ ITTW_ML DIVZg^MZLQ \W LZIUI\QKITT` QVNT]MVKM \PM

politics in Turkey. His ideas are practically driving the country _PQTM KWV[WTQLI\QVO 6ZLWiIVf[

reign and tyranny) KS`d}hWdV[{e h[e[a` Xad fZW D[^[fSdk is well reflected in the new recruitment 

policy and the restructuring of the Turkish Military. The Military gradually drifts toward a 

SalafistwA[ZSV[ef [VWa^aYk) KS`d}hWdV[{e bdaebWUf Xad fZW efSfW efdgUfgdW iSe dWS^[lWV Tk a 

controversial Referendum on 16 April 2017, which was conducted in the midst of vote fraud 

IVL JZMIKP WN MTMK\QWV TI_ J` 6ZLWiIV IVL PQ[ []XXWZ\MZ[% As a result of the Referendum, 

Turkey turned its direction from democracy to tyranny. 

6ZLWiIV Q[ IKKMTMZI\QVO \PM KW]V\Z` \W_IZL[ I LIVOMrous cliff. The Turkish nation must 

act immediately and resolutely to stop 6ZLWiIV and revert the country back to rule of law and 

democracy. The international community should act decisively to stop the Dictator and 

prevent him further degrading internatioVIT XMIKM IVL [\IJQTQ\`% 2XXMI[QVO 6ZLWiIV _W]TL

only encourage this 21st Century dictator to follow the footsteps of his predecessors. It will 

serve as a favor for an inevitable disaster, which naturally would not be limited to Turkey but 

the whole region. 

4 http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/04/17/erdogans-relations-and-ties-with-radical-terrorist-organizations/\#\_ftn68 
5 https://15julyfacts.com/ 
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THE hBIG BOSSi AND HIS NEED FOR SADAT 

,TGRqDQiU Thirst for Power and His Lasting Paranoia 

Throughout his political life, 6ZLWiIV used historical and religious rhetoric to 

communicate his covert political agenda. He knows how to mask his aspirations behind 

religious entitlements, such as the title of hVKH *DOLSK RI (OO 4WUOLPU >RTOGYLGHi. He 

bgT^[U[lWe fZ[e f[f^W Se S TWcgWef Xda_ Kgd]Wk{e predecessor, the Ottoman Empire. 6 7 8 9 Long 

before founding his party AKP, 6ZLWiIV took part in the circles of the National Youth 

Movements, which are dedicated to the idea of political Islamism, embellished with the 

cravings for the reminiscences of Ottoman era.10 There he developed skills for influencing 

religious people. 6ZLWiIV builds his propaganda upon the experience from those times. In 

2011 for example, referring to the conflict in Syria, he publicly mandated that he was going to 

perform his Friday prayer in the Umayyad Mosque of Damascus, implying that the prayer 

would take place after the conquest of the city by his hCaliphate Armyi.11 Another example 

of his propaganda is his showy palace. As an illusionary symbol of hPDJQLILFHQV 6VVRPDQ

VLPHUi, he built a palace with 1,100 rooms, 30 times greater than the White House, on the 

outskirts of the Turkish capital.12

6ZLWiIV Q[ I UI[\MZ manipulator of conservative sentiments entrenched in the vast 

segments of the Turkish society. Based on these sentiments, 6ZLWiIV built and consolidated 

an egocentric political propaganda machine. One major part of this machine is the h>KLVH

@RWVK 4RXHPHQVi (AK .HQalik Hareketi)( iZ[UZ Ua`ef[fgfWe 8BG{e abWdSf[hWe( iho 

unconditionally advance the h9HLUi "VKH )RUU which stands for ,TGRqDQ) figure within the 

public. They, in return, are remunerated by the party in many ways, including state posts and 

salaried journalism.13 14 15 zNZ[fW PagfZ DahW_W`f{ aXfW` eWdhWe Se S` [`cubator for Turkish 

public officials, making it especially powerful in the political sphere. Amongst its tasks is 

directing a massive trolling in the social media, which defends and advocates 6ZLWiIVf[

policies publicly, sometimes to an extent, where the opponents are grimly confronted.16

Another major part of this political machine is (27iU Political Academy, where he cultivates 

6 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/08/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-coup-ataturk.html?_r=0 
7 http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2016/07/21/turkey-and-erdogan-here-comes-real-caliphate.html 
8 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christos-terzides/the-caliphate-of-sultan_b_11430874.html 
9 http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/12/turkey-is-erdogan-ready-reinstate-caliphate.html 
10 >JYJ]NTR& ;' #+)*.$' 8YMWqJV"Z =W\YVN`2 6WVZNY]J[RZU JVM 4\[QWYR[arianism in Turkey. Foreign Aff., 95, 121. 
11 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/basbakan-erdoganin-konusmasinin-tam-metni-21388292 
12 http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/12/24/370931835/turkeys-president-and-his-1-100-room-white-palace 
13 http://pomed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/erdogan_as_autocrat.pdf 
14 https://www.ft.com/content/c47ee706-1dc3-11e7-b7d3-163f5a7f229c 
15 https://www.ft.com/content/c7fb203a-79b2-11e6-97ae-647294649b28 
16 http://pomed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/erdogan_as_autocrat.pdf 
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his ideology through an institutionalized process.17

Climbing up the political echelon step by step and eliminating his opponents one by one, 

6ZLWiIV KIUM \W I XWQV\ _PMZM PM MUMZOML I[ \PM [QVOTM UW[\ LWUQVIV\ NQO]ZM XZIK\QKITT`

single voice left in the country. Prior to July 15, 2016, he was just short of one main 

component: an ultimately loyal Military. Despite pruning the historical powers of military 

prowess over years through overt and the covert operations, he lacked the loyalty of this 

essential component. Especially a new generation of generals as well as a very large young 

officer cadre in the Military was his major concern since these were well known for their 

openwminded, prowdemocracy and secular tones. 6ZLWiIV strongly believed that such a 

stance by the generals and officers posed an existential menace for him, at least, in his 

paranoiac mentality, ZSg`fWV Tk fZW dW_[`[eUW`UW aX Uagbe [` Uag`fdk{e Z[efadk)

What made things worse for him was the recollection of h2013 Gezi Parkl Protestsi, 

which came as growing waves of demonstrations. The protests originally initiated due to the 

concerns over 6ZLWiIVf[ negligence of the environment and then turned into mass protests 

against his increasing authoritarianism, a substantial demand for more freedom. 18  His 

perceived the d[e] aX S _[^[fSdk Uagb V{qfSf Se iW^^ Se S popular and decisive movement 

against his increasingly authoritarian regime as existential threats to his dynasty. 6ZLWiIV

felt fangless in the face of such threats against his reign, given the lack of a counterweighing 

force at his disposal. SADAT was the remedy. 

A Private Army for ,TGRqDQiU Fake Caliphate  

There are structural imperatives for cooperation between h9HLUi, an alias used by 

6ZLWiIVf[ NWTTW_MZ[$ UMIVQVO hVKH )RUUi in English, and SADAT. SADAT is the plural form 

of the word h:H[[LGi, iZ[UZ ^[fWdS^^k _WS`e zthe BLJ )RUU$ 7DVTRQ$ .TDQG$ DQG *KLHIi in 

Arabic. 19  Thus, fZW fWd_ J8;8K [e SeeaU[SfWV i[fZ zthe Army of the Boss{ "9HLUiLQ

Ordusu). The company limits its mission to establish a defensive cooperation amongst 

Muslim countries with the purpose of placing Muslim World in a position it deserves among 

super powerful states.20 Mission statement sounds more like a targeted business strategy 

crafted for particular clients, who might be keen on (or appear to be) restoring the reputation 

of Muslim World. Not surprisingly, 6ZLWiIV is the prominent client, who is ultimately 

interested in advancing his own benefits under the mask of helping Muslim populations and 

countries. 

17 http://www.siyasetakademisi.org 
18 http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/01/world/europe/police-attack-protesters-in-istanbuls-taksim-square.html 
19 http://www.islamansiklopedisi.info/dia/ayrmetin.php?idno=370040&idno2=c370030 
20 http://www.sadat.com.tr 
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SADAT, the Defense and Consulting Company, was founded in 2012. The chairman is 

+JTGT >GTWo[KWJO% DIVZk^MZLQ _I[ I NWZUMZ 1ZUa 2ZQOILQMZ 7MVMZIT$ _PW[M N]Z\PMZ

promotion was interrupted in the Army via a forced retirement in 1997 for allegedly harboring 

M`\ZMUQ[\ ZMTQOQW][ IOMVLI% C141Dj[ KWZM [\INN KWUXZQ[M[ P]VLZML[ WN ZM\QZML UQTQ\IZa

personnel from various backgrounds, ranging from special operations to intelligence. They 

are mostly dismissed from the Turkish Military in the 1990s for their alleged extremist 

leanings. The two prominent civilian advisors of SADAT Abdurrahman Dilipak and Ahmet 

Varol are crucial since they are at the same time prow5ZLWlIV RW]ZVITQ[\[$ _PW M`\ZMUMTa

IL^WKI\M 5ZLWlIVj[ QLMI[%2121 They both write at the prow5ZLWlIV kCKTO +QOYl newspaper.

Figure 1 DPM TQ[\ NZWU \PM WZOIVQbI\QWVj[ QVQ\QIT _MJ[Q\M [PW_[ 4QTQXIS IVL FIZWT I[ IL^Q[WZ[ \W C141D% C141D
later removed staff lists from its website.

SADAT was established to give training to the staff of foreign armed forces.2222 Its area of 

interest covers all =][TQU XWX]TI\QWV[ IVL KIV KTMIZTa JM [MMV QV \PM KWUXIVaj[ TWOW%

Figure 2 SADAT's logo depicts its area of interest.

2121 http://odatv.com/cemaatin-yeni-kesfettigi-sadatin-perde-arkasi-kim-bubu-EJVYk]NYMR-2606161200.html
2222 http://www.sadat.com.tr
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9V WVM WN PQ[ DF [XMMKPM[$ DIVZk^MZLQ [\I\ML \PI\ C141D _I[ M[\IJTQ[PML QV

coordination with the members of the Government from the ruling Justice and Development 

@IZ\a "1LITM\ ^M ;ITSknma PartisiwAKP) and officials from various ministries. 2323 He even 

[\I\ML QV I DF QV\MZ^QM_ \PI\ 5ZLWlIV LQZMK\ML C141Dj[ NW]VLI\QWV%2424

Figure 3 Core membMZ[ WN C141D 9VK% ^Q[Q\ 5ZLWlIV QV PQ[ 4WTUIJIPeM WNNQKM QV m[\IVJ]T WV ('[\ WN 6MJZ]IZa
(&''% DIVZk^MZLQ [\IVL[ ZQOP\ WN 5ZLWlIV%

At the time of C141Dj[ foundation, the Turkish legal and executive systems lacked the 

proper legal framework and an effective control mechanism for such an organization. This 

gap has never been addressed by the AKP Government deliberately. This naturally provided 

ideal conditions for SADAT to avoid judicial or administrative scrutiny while freely improvising 

its mission statement, recruitment, and activities. Upon SADATj[ NW]VLI\QWV QV (&'(, the 

opposition parties and media raised serious concerns for its suspected mission to serve as 

an illegal apparatus ofof 6ZLWiIV. There have been many parliamentary queries probing the 

Turkish Government on these claims. For example, +RO <o_G b_YfWQ, a Member of 

Parliament (MP) from the centerwleft <KVZHROIGT :KUVRKXl :GWY^ %Cumhuriyet Halk 

PartisieCHP)$ WNNQKQITTa Y]M[\QWVML \PM D]ZSQ[P 7W^MZVUMV\ IJW]\ C141Dj[ QV^WT^MUMV\ QV

training and equipping extremists and terrorist groups, including ISIL in Syria. 2525 The 

Government has yet to respond satisfactorily to the questions.

Below are some of the headlines from Turkish media ZMTI\ML \W C141DCj[ NW]VLI\QWV

2323 http://www.ulusalkanal.com.tr/gundem/sadati-akp-kurun-dedi-h5240.html
2424 http://www.ulusalkanal.com.tr/images/haberler/sadati_akp_hukumeti_kurun_dedi_h5240.jpg
2525 http://www.ulusalkanal.com.tr/m/gundem/sadati-erdogan-a-sordular-h5246.html
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and activities.

Figure 4 Some examples of headlines about SADAT's foundation. Clockwise from top left: ([GlQOlN: Counterw
Guerrilla Center Approved by the Ministry, .cQGHP. C141D$ BMQ[j[ @IZITTMT 1ZUa0 Taraf. >M_ D]ZSMaj[ 7TILQW

Farm Cumhuriyet: Black Hole SADAT.
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LEGALITY OF SADAT 

Lack of Legal Basis 

The Private Military Companies (PMCs) make business by providing combat, nonw

combat, and security services.26 Whether their role might be trespassing some domestic and 

international law is yet controversial.27 As mercenaries are prohibited by UN convention, the 

V[eUgee[a` a` Zai fa VWX[`W GD: abWdSf[hWe{ da^W [` Ua_TSf[hW Ua`fWjf [e ^Sef[`Y) ?aiWhWd(

the legitimacy of PMCs is not per se the argument of this analysis. It is here mentioned just 

to give a general sense of what they are and how they are perceived. 

On its official website, SADAT shows the regulations concerning its foundation.28

! 5202 Defense Industrial Safety Law 

! 5102 Law on the Control of Industrial Facilities Producing Combat 

Vehicles&Equipment; and Weapon, Ammunition and Explosive Materials with 

War Tools and Equipment 

! 6136 Law on Fire arms, Knives, and Other Instruments 

! Defense Industry Security Regulation 

These listed regulations do not cover the services that SADAT provides. In Turkish 

legislation, there is no regulation for h+HIHQUH :HTXLFH :HFVRTi.  

In response to inquiries of legitimacy, on 27 June 2012, SADAT announced that the 

organization performed the following steps in order to be audited:29

5+.+6 GH=G9H=< J@= /9;ACAJN 5=;KHAJN -=HJA>A;9J= !6=IAI PO=C 0RL=ECAB ,=C?=IAT

TOGEK), which will form the basis of inspection of the Defense Industry Service 

Sector and applied to MSB (National Defense Ministry, in Turkish Milli Savunma 

,9B9EC\_\"and requested that the defense industry service sector be included in the two 

laws (5201 and 5201) regulating the defense industry legislation. SADAT prepared 

draft legislation for this purpose. However, Technical Services Division of MSB sent a 

written response to the company stating that the Defense Industry Service Sector was 

not subject to any legislation in Turkey and they had no supervision task. In the end, 

all these efforts could not be concluded because F> J@= >9DFKI 0=OA 3C9NC9H\ AE '%&($

26 McFate, S. (2017). The modern mercenary: Private armies and what they mean for world order: Oxford University 

Press. 
27 Schaller, C. (2007). Private security and military companies under the international law of armed conflict. Private 

military and security companies, p 345-360. 
28 http://www.sadat.com.tr/tr/hakkimizda/mevzuatimiz.html 
29 http://sendika43.org/2016/07/oldurme-dersi-satan-ve-denetlenmeyen-bir-savas-sirketi-sadat/ 
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HgafSf[a` TW^ai [e J8;8K{e dWeba`eW fa( iZSf fZWk US^^( S zeUd[TT^[`Y _WV[S US_bS[Y`{

against their legitimacy;30

U5+.+6 AI 9E AE;FHGFH9J=< ;FDG9EN# M@A;@ AI =IJ9:CAI@=< AE 9;;FH<9E;= MAJ@

the provisions of the Turkish Commercial Code numbered 6102 and published in the 

Trade Registry Gazette. It was fulfilled in accordance with the establishment 

GHF;=<KH=I F> 1E;FHGFH9J=< -FDG9EA=I$V

The company stated that the Government would provide the criteria on how the 

consultancy, training and equipment services will be provided and how they will be audited.
31 It is yet not clear if these criteria have been endorsed by the Government. Milli Savunma 

3ISIVTgigcMSB (in English National Defense Ministry) has once replied to a SADAT inquiry 

on auditing, saying “We (MSB) have no auditing responsibility or task”. SADAT states that 

they tried to coordinate with the Ministry of Trade and Ministry of National Defense and 

“those relevant ministries did not prevent or reject the establishment of the company!”

SADAT claims that they have not provided any training services to any country or group, 

on any subject or any matter, since the day of its foundation. The company further claims 

that it does not have any training facilities or camps in Turkey or elsewhere and it did not 

conduct any activities in Turkey or abroad, contrary to the Turkish law or international law. 

SADAT also denies connection with ISIL and with any other terrorist organization 

whatsoever.  

There is an old proverb `ZKHUH WKHUHcV VPRNH! WKHUHcV ILUHa) KZW :a_bS`k{e

commercials, ads, and brochures tell completely vice versa. Apparently, SADAT is not a 

UZSd[fk adYS`[lSf[a`) J8;8K{e _aef S_T[f[age SdWS [e [ddWYg^Sd iSdXSdW6 [)W) YgWdd[^^S S`V

counterwguerrilla training. SADAT informs that those involved in the training will be experts in 

ambush, raids, kidnapping, assassination, sabotage, guerrilla action, street movements and 

secret actions.32 The legitimacy, supervision, and audit of SADAT are very troublesome. The 

fundamental questions below have never been answered: 

! U8@9J 9KJ@FHAJN <F=I 5+.+6 FG=H9J= MAJ@*

! Can SADAT explain which services it offers on the site, where and for 

what price?  

! As the proposed legislation change has not been accepted yet, are the 

WI=HLA;=IX J@9J I@Fuld typically be monopolized by the Armed Forces and 

Law Enforcement units, not only unaudited but also unauthorized?  

! Would it be welcomed that such PMCs as Blackwater and Executive 

Outcomes were also involved in the defense industry?  

30 http://www.haksozhaber.net/fethullahci-ve-sol-medyanin-lincine-karsi-sadat-a-sden-aciklama-geldi-79396h.htm 
31 http://www.sadat.com.tr 
32 http://turandursun.com/forumlar/archive/index.php/t-34118.html?jdfwkey=ewglc 
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! +H= M=9GFEI KI=< WKEH=?AIJ=H=<X*

! Are those retired members of the Turkish Military directly or indirectly 

involved in crimes, not even committed by many international 

J=HHFHAIJI*V

@` Kgd]Wk( fZWdW SdW UWdfS[` ^Sie( UaVWe( dWYg^Sf[a`e( S`V Ua__g`[cgq Ua`UWd`[`Y fZW

activitiee aX fZW [`fWd`Sf[a`S^ VWXW`eW [`Vgefdk) CWY[f[_[lSf[a` aX J8;8K{e WefST^[eZ_W`f VaWe

not exist at all. Its activities are not audited by the Ministry of National Defense or Ministry of 

Trade. The company functions unsupervised, uncontrolled, unaudited. Organizations as such 

constitute a serious crime both in international law and normally! under Turkish law. 

;KH .RXHTQPHQViU :HFOWULRQ RQ :(+(;

Many in Turkey and abroad raised suspicions about SADAT. Severe mistrust and 

suspicion remain against its activities. J8;8K{e SUf[h[f[We iWdW TdagYZf fa GSd^[S_W`f{e

agenda with several inquiries, submitted by opposition parties, but the Government declined 

to respond to any of them. Since 2012, CHP parliamentarians have posed many questions 

about the activities of this company. Below are the records: 

CHP Zonguldak 47 (OL rKUDQ 2bNVcTNw6 Sep 12 

CHP Mersin 47 (OL 9l\D _\VcTNw5 Sep 12 

49A j[\IVJ]T 47 6UPDQ 2RTWVcTNw14 Sep 12, 16 Jan 13 

CHP Hatay 47 9HILN ,T[lOPD\w3 Oct 12 

For instance, one MP from the Main Opposition Party (Cumhuriyet Halk PartisiwCHP), 

8^[ I}lS nlfsd]( V[dWUfWV cgWef[a`e fa fZW Kgd][eZ >ahWd`_W`f dWYSdV[`Y fZW U^S[_e STagf

J8;8K{e [`ha^hW_W`f [` fdS[`[`Y S`V Wcg[bb[`Y JS^SX[efwJihadist extremist and terrorist 

groups including ISIL in Syria. 33 34 In his inquiry, he asked whether the refusal of MPs 

request to inspect a military training camp in Hatay province of Turkey is related to 

J8;8K{e Sd_WV fdS[`[`Y SUf[h[f[We fZWdW) KZW >ahWd`_W`f{e dWeba`eW fa fZW cgWef[a`e iSe

far from being explanatory and satisfactory.35 Below is the official query directed by nlfsd] fa

then the Prime Minister 6ZLWiIV%36

33 http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/04/17/erdogans-relations-and-ties-with-radical-terrorist-organizations/  
34 http://www2.tbmm.gov.tr/d24/7/7‐10381s.pdf  
35 http://www.vocaleurope.eu/erdogans-revolutionary-guard-sadat/  
36 http://www2.tbmm.gov.tr/d24/7/7-10381s.pdf 
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Figure 5 =@ db\fZSj[ A]MZa%

None of those inquiries were replied. The Government stays in a strange seclusion 

about SADAT. There is no official statement on which irregular warfare (counterwguerrilla) 

training has been provided to the Free Syrian Army (FSA), Al Nusra, Al Qaeda and even ISIL

militants, during the Syrian civil war. Whether SADAT has received a loan or a grant from the 

Government is not known. Whether SADAT has been supported by a foreign government 

and whether their activities and financial accounts are audited is not addressed at all.3737

3737 http://www.sariyergozlem.com/bir-tehlike-olarak-ozel-ordu-veve-sadat.html
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,9+6p(5, SADAT, AND TERRORISM 

American academician David L. Phillips, in an article, collected the allegations 

KWVKMZVQVO 6ZLWiIVf[ IVL 2<A 8W^MZVUMV\f[ \QM[ _Q\P ISIL.38 39Those allegations either 

appeared on the Turkish/international media or voiced by the opposition parties in Turkey. 

The allegations comprise: 

! Supporting ISIL financially through purchase of oil 

! Providing military equipment to ISIL 

! Providing transportation and logistical assistance to ISIL fighters 

! Providing training to ISIL fighters 

! Offering medical care to ISIL fighters 

! Assisting ISIL recruitment 

! Sending Turkish military personnel to fight alongside ISIL 

! Helping ISIL in Battle for Kobani 

! Sharing the same worldview with ISIL 

While this report addresses most of the above bullets, this section analyzes the subject 

in two folds: ISIL Oil and military support to ISIL alongside with other terror groups. 

,TGRqDQ and ISIL Oil 

There are serious accusations in the media about 6ZLWiIVf[ IVL PQ[ NIUQT` UMUJMZ[f

ties to ISIL and other terrorist groups. 40 41 42  43  44  Russian Diplomat DQG 9WUULDiU

Permanent Representative to the United Nations Vitaly Churkin wrote a letter, dated 01 

February 2016, to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), expressing these claims.45

The letter explained how hLOOHJDO VTDGLQJ LQ K[GTRFDTERQU E[ 0:03i was taking place. 

The document stated that most hydrocarbons extracted from ISILwcontrolled areas are 

channeled through Turkey and gave details of the participants of the oil trade; 

Most hydrocarbons are shipped through Turkish sea terminals on the Mediterranean 

coast, mainly the seaport of Ceyhan, 415 km southTeast of Ankara. Transportation 

38 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-l-phillips/research-paper-isis-turke_b_6128950.html 
39 http://www.diken.com.tr/amerikali-akademisyenin-gozunden-turkiye-isid-isbirligine-dair-dokuz-iddia/ 
40 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/aydoaean-vatanda/russian-letter-to-unsc-cl_b_9502784.html  
41 http://www.voltairenet.org/article191990.html 
42 https://tr.sputniknews.com/rusya/201604011021899203-rusya-bm-turkiye-isid/ 
43 https://www.haberler.com/rusya-isid-in-petrolu-turkiye-ye-gitmeye-devam-7979557-haberi/ 
44 http://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/erdogan-ispat-edildigi-anda-ben-bu-makamda-durmam,bI4rj9eQH0SXDt9mAFexbw 
45 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/2016/94 
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includes the use of tankers from &,. );9>: (285@05756 ?2 G8I//= %$H$ The 

company was founded in 2013; its registered capital totals approximately US$ 1 

million and its office is located in `IJ9E:KC <M + 3UKB@H 8MK@@M DH MC@ TLEU?<K ?DLMKD>M' 

9C@ >IGJ<HQ[L AF@@M >IHLDLML IA ADO@ M<HE@KL, 5@>D? .LF<HIO& /@BDG .LF<HIO<& 7I@M 

Qabil, Armada Fair and Armada Breeze.

B][[QIj[ TM\\MZ \W \PM E>C3 IT[W ILLML/

The Turkish company Powertrans is a :/;= 93 A/7D6 *971584 %$H$ Its DirectorT

General is Mr. B. Albayrak, is reported to be involved in the oil trade with ISIL.

Figure 6 3W^MZ WN B][[QIj[ TM\\MZ \W EVQ\ML >I\QWV[ CMK]ZQ\a 3W]VKQT.

t

Figure 7 DPM ZWTM[ WN 2=H 7ZW]X 4MVQbKQTQS ^M mVoII\ 1%n% IVL @W_MZ\ZIV[ I\ \PM B][[QIV TM\\MZ \W E>C3%
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BMZ stands for BilaleMustafaeZiya.4646 The company has three partners; 6ZLWiIVj[

son Bilal ,TGRqDQ, his brother Mustafa ,TGRqDQ, and his brotherwininwlaw Ziya rOJHQ.4747

3PIQZXMZ[WV WN 2=Hj[ 2WIZL WN =IVIOMUMV\ Q[ =][\INI 6ZLWiIV.4848 4949

Figure 8 Left, Bilal 6ZLWiIV. Center, Mustafa 6ZLWiIV% BQOP\$ HQaI mlgen with 6ZLWiIV.

Bilal 6ZLWiIVj[ 2=H$ \PZW]OP the purchase of many tankers, expanded its fleet with an 

incredible speed, rendering him a very reach businessman in a very short time.5050 5151 5252 5353

Below is the j[\IVJ]T Trade Chamber record of Bilal 6ZLWiIVj[ KWUXIVQM[$ I[ WN 4MKMUJMZ

2015.

Figure 9 The companies, which belong to Bilal 6ZLWiIV.

4646 http://odatv.com/erdoganin-darbeyi-haber-veren-enistesinin-gecmisini-bir-dede-boyle-okuyun-1508161200.html
4747 DR YZ^Q) MR^Q\ XMYc UYOZY]U]^QY^ ]^M^QXQY^] ;\PZtMY OWMUXQP ^TM^ TQ RU\]t heard the coup-attempt on 15 July 2016 at 
21:30 with a phone call from his claimed brother-inin-law Ziya Ilgen.
4848 http://www.patronlardunyasi.com/haber/Bilal-8YMWqJV-inin-4040-milyon-liralik-tankeri-denizde/163971
4949 http://t24.com.tr/haber/bilal-erdoganin-4040-milyon-liralik-gemisi-torenle-denize-indirildi,279455
5050 http://t24.com.tr/haber/bilal-erdogana-340-milyon-liralik-bogaz-manzarali-yeni-ofis-iddiasi,285681
5151 http://odatv.com/iste-bilal-erdoganin-yeni-gemisi-1004151200.html
5252 http://www.denizhaber.com.tr/bilalal-erdoganin-yeni-gemileri-mtmt-armada-fair-ile-mtmt-yardimci-8181-sessiz-sedasiz-d-
haber-63927.htm
5353 http://islamicjusticeanddevelopment.blogspot.de/2014/12/sehzade-bilalin-gemileri-sfrlanamayan-1.html
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According to the letter, Powertrans is the other major company, which took an important 

part in trading ISIL oil. The owner of the company is (KPHV ^DOlk. He is one of 6ZLWiIVf[

close partners, especially with his media outlets. Then, the director of Powertrans was Berat 

Albayrak, 6ZLWiIVf[ [WVcinwlaw. 8^TSkdS]{e XSU[^[fSf[on of the trade of ISIL oil through 

Powertrans has been reported in the media multiple times.54 55 56 57 Later in November 2015, 

Berat Albayrak was appointed as the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources with 

6ZLWiIVf[ LQZMK\Q^M. 

8^TSkdS]{e emails related to Powertrans have even been hacked and revealed.58 59 60

Figure 10 Berat Albayrak's emails, concerning his Powertrans affairs. 

54 http://www.sozcu.com.tr/2015/yazarlar/soner-yalcin/damat-bakanin-dayi-oglu-1003754/ 
55 http://www.sanalgaste.com.tr/ortadogu-da-bir-petrol-kacakcisi-profili-damat-berat-ve-powertrans/1929/ 
56 https://truthaholics.wordpress.com/2015/11/28/meet-the-man-who-funds-isis-bilal-erdogan-the-son-of-turkeys-

president/ 
57 http://www.emo.org.tr/genel/bizden_detay.php?kod=115214#.WWkepVGZnIV 
58 http://www.borsatek.com/redhack-albayrak-powertrans-maillerini-yayinladi-15354h.htm 
59 http://romanyahaber.com/2016/10/05/cumhuriyetten-berat-albayraka-sorular/ 
60 http://www.diken.com.tr/dikenin-kurt-petrolunu-tasiyan-sirkette-soz-sahibi-albayrak-haberine-de-sansur/ 
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Figure 1111 LeLeN\$ 5ZLWlIVj[ KTW[M ITTa 1PUM\ cITkk. Right, Berat Albayrak.

SADAT Recruits and Trains Terrorists

In accordance with an agreement between Turkish and U.S. Governments, as from May 

2015, Militaries from both countries provided military training to the fighters of Free Syrian 

Army (in Turkish _\Jcr Suriye Ordusu) QV ;kZoehir, Turkey.6161 6262 6363 This training did not 

suffice 6ZLWiIV for he wanted was that the Turkish Military directly intervened in the Syrian 

conflict to expedite toppling down Bashar alwAssad regime. His adventurous ideas were 

professionally and intellectually confronted by many generals and staff officers since the 

political and military objectives of such an operation were not amambiguous and they were 

suspicious of 6ZLWiIVj[ M`XIV[QWVQ[\ IVL VWVwtransparent aspirations. Moreover, these 

military officials were against 6ZLWiIVj[ JZ]\IT KZIKSLW_V WV \PM ;]ZLQ[P XWX]TI\QWV during 

the fight against PKK. They were also in favor of economic and social measures alongside 

with security measures in the South East.

C141Dj[ XZWXW[Q\QWV KIUM QV PIVLa I[ 6ZLWiIV desperately needed a way of directly 

intervening in Syria at a time when he had difficulty convincing the Turkish Military. In an 

effort to show off his merits for the i3ITQXPI\Mj to his audience, both at home and abroad, he 

tasked SADAT and the NationaR 3TYKRROMKTIK +MKTI^ %7ORRO uXYONHGWGY >KwQORGYoe4r4rT, led by 

a former nonwcommissioned army officer, Hakan Fidan) to train foreign fighters, assist them 

to transit to the combat zones, and funnel illegal military aid to Syrian opposition groups, 

including ISIL and AlAleNusra Front.6464 6565 6666 6767 6868 The military aid packages were comprised of 

trucks loaded with weapons, some of which were caught in Adana province of Turkey while 

6161 http://www.star.com.tr/politika/suriyeli-muhaliflere-3-yil-egitim-verilecek-haber-988006/
6262 http://www.milliyet.com.tr/kirsehir-oso-yaya-askeri-egitim-verilmesine-kirsehir-yerelhaber-490859/
6363 http://t24.com.tr/haber/abd-ordusu-suriyeli-muhalifleri-kirsehirde-egitmeye-basladi,298124
6464 http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/296432/_Devlet_isi_yapiyorduk_.html#
6565 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/sadat-isid-lileri-egitti-mimi-128090.html
6666 http://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2016/08/19/chp-basbakana-sordu-sadat-yanitladi/
6767 https://www.rt.com/news/327222-isis-fighters-turkey-training/
6868 https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/16/turkish-military-says-mit-shipped-weapons-toto-alal-qaeda
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unlawfully smuggling weapons into Syria.69 70 SADAT, in close cooperation with >jD, trained 

terrorist fighters from Al Nusra and ISIL for Syrian War, utilizing nonwregistered weapons, 

neglecting international law of armed conflict. 71  SADAT{e fdS[`[`Y SUf[h[f[We Ua_bd[eWV

conventional/unconventional war and counterwguerrilla training, along with supplying 

weapons, equipment, explosives.72 73 74 ISIL terrorists have been trained at different training 

camps in Hatay, Turkey, and in Idlib and Rakka, Syria.75

What makes SADAT even more threatening is its role in Central Asia and in Europe. 

SADAT is accused of recruiting in Central Asia and in Europe for the terrorist groups in Syria. 

The trainees came from countries including Azerbaijan, Russia (Chechnya), Tajikistan and 

Kazakhstan.76 77 SADAT allegedly provided them training and logistics and transferred them 

to Syria through Turkey to fight for ISIL and Al Nusra.78 According to a leftwleaning Turkish 

website, in 2015 Russia conducted an investigation on 889 foreign fighters, who traveled to 

Syria and Iraq from Russia. The investigation revealed that 25 percent of these fighters had 

connections with SADAT. 79  More shockingly, SADAT was supported by official Turkish 

representatives in foreign countries, which locally adUZWefdSfWV fZW adYS`[lSf[a`{e [^^WYS^

activities. Based on the information gathered from the returning fighters, most of whom are 

recruited from Central Asian countries; Turkish Consulates in Russia are believed to have 

provided Turkish passports to the Caucasian fighters through SADAT. 

According to Yordanov, a retired soldier, from the Russian military, SADAT, in 

collaboration with ISIL and Al Nusra, utilized three training camps in Turkey and Syria for 

these fighters. Yordanov{e X[`V[`Ye iWdW fZW result of the investigations into SalafistwJihadist 

group members seized in Russia. He states that Russia provided a large file to the United 

Nations Security Council, which covered illegal international activities of 6ZLWiIV and his 

private army SADAT. The file also ILLZM[[ML PW_ 6ZLWiIV ]\QTQaM[ C252D I[ I JTIKSUIQTQVO

mechanism to put pressure on Russia, China, and European Union (EU) countries.80

The fighters from Caucasian countries do not only operate in Syria but also target other 

countries, specifically Russia and European states. After fighting for ISIL and Al Nusra, these 

fighters are reorganized for missions such as destabilizing Russia.81 The recent terror attack 

in St Petersburg Metro in Russia was allegedly conducted by Akbarzhon Jailov, a 

69 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/mit-tirlari-haberine-muhalefetten-tepki-29144868 
70 http://t24.com.tr/haber/adanada-3-tir-durduruldu-arama-yapiliyor,248707 
71 http://www.halkinbirligi.net/sadat-reisin-ordusu/ 
72http://www.sadat.com.tr/  
73 http://www.ulusal.com.tr/gundem/sadat-in-ilginc-is-ilani-h31842.html 
74 https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/11/25/erdogans-secret-army-threat-nato/ 
75 http://halkinkurtulusu.net/?p=8547 
76 Ibid 
77 http://www.aei.org/publication/has-sadat-become-erdogans-revolutionary-guards/ 
78 ibid 
79 HWYMJVW]& G' #+)*.& *+ 4\P$' 4>BfVRV D474E :RaTR AYM\Z\ FT\ZTJYJYJZR D\L DNKNSNZR ATM\' OYWU
http://halkinkurtulusu.net/?p=8547 
80 Ibid 
81 ibid 
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Kyrgyzstanwborn Russian citizen who lives in Osh, southern Kyrgyzstan. This is a region, 

which is primarily populated by ethnic Uzbeks and where hundreds of people set out to join 

ISIL in Syria and Iraq.8282 Jailov was also reported toto have traveled to Turkey.8383 In addition, the 

arrest of six people from the Central Asian origin by Russian investigators raised suspicion 

that extremists, recruited by SADAT, may have played a significant role in the terror attack in 

St Petersburg, Russia. 8484

SADAT allegedly conducts activities in Europe similar to the ones in Central Asian 

countries. DPM WZOIVQbI\QWVj[ partner in Europe is the Union of European Turkish 

DemocratseUETD (in Turkish +[WZVGRo >fWQ .KSUQWGYRGW ,OWROti). UETD is a zeawUS^^WV{

civil society organization, operating across Europe. In fact, the union only admits prow

6ZLWiIV individuals to its membership.8585 It allegedly helps SADAT recruit foreign fighters 

from European countries for terrorist groups, including ISIL and Al Nusra. UETD rerewtasks 

SADAT recruited or trained terrorists in several European countries, including Germany, 

Austria, Belgium, France, and Sweden and provides them Turkish passports.8686 The most 

recent terror attacks in Europe cast doubts about the SADAT{e{e and UETDj[ IK\Q^Q\QM[ IVL

their role in terror attacks in Europe.

Although ([GlQOlN articulated SADATj[ [\Z]K\]ZM[$ ZMTI\QWV[, and illegal activities well, 

5ZLWlIV IVL 1;@ 7W^MZVUMV\ took no action XZW\MK\ML \PMQZ i@ZQ^I\M 1ZUaj%

Figure 1212 <MN\$ 1aLkVTkS$ LI\ML &) CMX\MUJMZ (&'($ states that SADAT trains opposition groups in Syria.
8787

Right, 
8kV}`^}], dated 04 September 2012, ZM^MIT[ C141Dj[ i<ODtOli training camp for Syrian fighters in .bOFcN&r\PLV, 

D]ZSMa% iETIoTkj was a former Navy camp.
8888 8989 9090

8282 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-blast-metro-investigation-idUSKBN1770ZT 
8383 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-bomb-metro-idUSKBN17A0RI
8484 Ibid
8585 http://halkinkurtulusu.net/?p=8547 
8686 Ibid 
8787 https://tr-tr.facebook.com/UYANIKTURKLERKULUBU/posts/474479482571145
8888 http://aliserdarbolat.blogspot.de/2014/07/turkmenlerin-kan-tayyipin-ellerinde.html
8989 http://aydinlikgazete.com/mansetler/14979-isci-partisi-sadati-basti.html
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Figure 1313 <MN\$ 1aLkVTkS$ LI\ML &) CMX\MUJMZ (&'($ with a headline fDQN 2RP 2[X]QN[ R\ DJbbRY"a gives details of 
C141Dj[ ^Q[Q\ \W 5ZLWlIV IN\MZ Q\[ NW]VLI\QWV% BQOP\$ 1aLkVTkS$ LI\ML - :]Ta (&'*$ [\I\M[ #=rD \NWM\ VN[LNWJ[RN\ 
to ISIL. Many retired special operations officers are fighting for ISIL `R]Q 5[MXqJWi\ NWMX[\NVNW]( D^[TR\Q 

Military is conce[WNM JKX^] ]QN\N JL]R_R]RN\g.

SADAT has also involved in Libyan crisis for a long time. Infiltration by KS`d}hWdV[ and 

his men into Libya probably dates back to 2011, M^MV JMNWZM C141Dj[ NW]VLI\QWV%9191 SADAT 

provided military training to the Libyan jihadists.9292 Head of SADAT, KS`d}hWdV[, visited Libya 

many times, met renegade former Libyan officers and enjoyed diplomatic reception byby the 

Turkish Embassy in Tripoli.

Figure 1414 DIVZk^MZLQ L]ZQVO WVM WN PQ[ ^Q[Q\[ \W <QJaI%

9090 https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/arsiv/gladyo-merkezinin-baskani-askeri-kampi-kesfe-gitti
9191 http://www.sabah.com.tr/dunya/2011/09/14/libyali-muhalifleri-turk-ozel-harekatcilar-egitti
9292 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/ak-ordu-veve-akak-emniyet-suphesi-124586.html
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Is ,TGRqDQ <ULQJ h>HDSRQ RI VKH >HDNi? 

“Europeans across the world will not be able to walk the streets safely if they keep up

their current attitude towards Turkey.” 93

<HFHS >D\\LS /UGRkDQ

It is counterintuitive to assume that coincidences drive international relations since states 

in international relations are rational actors and they accordingly make their moves, taking all 

possible pros and cons into consideration. Especially for ruthlessly pragmatic politicians like 

6ZLWiIV, who are willing to take every possible step to further consolidate their power, 

coincidence is probably a negligible term.  

A terror attack in Brussels took place on 22 March 2016. Four days before the attack, 

6ZLWiIV _IZVML 3MTOQ]U \W XZWPQJQ\ A<<f[ XZWXIOIVLI IK\Q^Q\QM[ and said: 

`>KHUH LV QR UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH ERPE WKDW H[SORGHG LQ +QNDUD FDQQRW H[SORGH LQ

,UXVVHOV RU LQ DQ\ RWKHU /XURSHDQ FLW\a"94

?W\ []ZXZQ[QVOT`$ 6ZLWiIVf[ 8W^MZVUMV\ IVL \PM D]ZSQ[P VM_[XIXMZ[ KWV\ZWTTML J`

6ZLWiIV KMTMJZI\ML \PM I\\IKS IVL KITTML Q\ `WKH SXQLVKPHQW RI ,HOJLXPa.95

At another instance, during a meeting with the members of the Anatolian Published 

Association, held between 12:00w15:00 PM, on 22 March 2017, 6ZLWiIV threatened 

Europeans and stated that their security will be in danger as long as their Governments will 

not change their attitude toward Turkey. 96 97 Below is his verbatim statement: 

`/XURSHDQV DFURVV WKH ZRUOG ZLOO QRW EH DEOH WR ZDON WKH VWUHHWV VDIHO\ LI WKH\ NHHS

up their current attitude towards >XUNH\"a 98

6ZLWiIVf[ threat to the Europeans at his meeting hcoincidedi with the terror attack 

against civilians in front of British Parliamentary building in London. The attack took place the 

same date and at the same time (14:35 PM).99

@VM UI` Y]M[\QWV _P` 6ZLWiIV _W]TL ][M C252D IVL \MZZWZQ[U as foreign policy tools 

against European countries. In recent years, 6ZLWiIV PI[ JMMV OZIL]ITT` Q[WTI\ML NZWU \PM

93 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-germany-netherlands-warning-europeans-not-

walk-safely-a7642941.html  
94 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/cumhurbaskani-erdogandan-brukseldeki-pkk-cadirina-sert-tepki-40071419  
95 http://www.theeventchronicle.com/brussels/erdogan-prime-suspect-march-22-brussels-bombing/#  
96https://www.haberler.com/gundem-22-mart-2017-9403733-haberi/  
97 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-germany-netherlands-warning-europeans-not-

walk-safely-a7642941.html 
98 http://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39352091 
99http://www.ntv.com.tr/dunya/son-dakika-haberi-ingilterede-parlamento-binasi-onunde-teror-

saldirisi,jqyDlL2Y3U6cg7xtFMPk6w  
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West camp as he has been heavily criticized by Europe and the US due to his ruthless 

authoritarian tendencies and immense pressure against people opposing his policies. 

6ZLWiIV does not want to hear any criticism from US or European countries due to his 

authoritarian character and wants to use state repression freely at home. 6ZLWiIVf[ WX\QWV[

SYS[`ef <gdabWS`e SdW ^[_[fWV) ?W [e _gUZ SiSdW aX fZW XSUf fZSf Kgd]Wk{e `W[fZWd WUa`a_[U

nor political influence can convince European countries to keep e[^W`f SYS[`ef Kgd]Wk{e e^[VW

into a nonwdemocratic regime, which fundamentally contradicts fundamental humanitarian 

values. The Turkish economy is consistently deteriorating and becoming vulnerable to a 

serious economic crisis. In fact, 6ZLWiIV needs Europe because European countries are 

major trading partners of Turkey and have substantial investments in the country. Given the 

trade imbalance between Turkey and Europe, in favor of the latter, his prominent option 

could be to force European countries to change their attitudes toward Turkey in exchange for 

the safety of their own citizens and stability in their countries. Of course, another tool he 

openly uses towards the same goal is the refugee deal. 

6ZLWiIVf[ ZMUIZS[ R][\ IN\MZ \PM \MZZWZ I\\IKS QV 3ZQ\IQV gives hints. Terrorism is the

weapon of the weak.100 The fragile international actors have an incentive to use terror to 

impose their demands on the target states, which otherwise could not be forced by 

conventional ways.101 6ZLWiIVf[ QVKMV\Q^M for using SADAT, with its terror links, to force 

European countries to keep silent on Tur]Wk{e e^[VW [`fa SgfZad[fSd[S`[e_ ZSe fa TW VWWb^k

investigated. A substantial understanding of the role of SADAT should reveal if 6ZLWiIV had 

a hand in the terror attacks in Europe. 

100 Crenshaw, M. (1981). The causes of terrorism. Comparative Politics, 13(4), 379-399.  
101 Polo, S. M., & Gleditsch, K. S. (2016). Twisting arms and sending messages: Terrorist tactics in civil war. Journal of 

Peace Research, 53(6), 815-829.  
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,9+6p(5l= ,?6A+<5 +1+38=> THE OPPOSITION 

,TGRqDQlX AKP, a Political Party or Mafia?

“AKP is not a political party, it is the mafia”102

“AKP is a mafia organization, which committed crimes”103

Arrested Journalist Ahmet slN

6ZLWiIV and AKP utilize covert organizations and mafia. They facilitate the connection 

among the mafia and sowcalled prowAKP Humanitarian Organizations. AKP is a part of 

soccer clubswmafia relations.104 6ZLWiIV{e{e Government facilitates regulations to weaponize 

the society and prepare gangs and militia to intervene in a case an election is lost or a mass 

civilian protest takes place in the country.105 106 AKP not only supports the mafia but also 

employs mafia members at critical positions. For example, the AKP MP and head of AKP{e{e

Youth Organization Abdurrahim )R[QWNDOln is a mafia leader, whwho organized a violent raid 

\W 8frriyet newspaper onon September 2015.107 9ak`g]S^}` has ties with SADAT108 and is a 

supporter of r//, Al Nusra,109 and DareZR ulim.110

Figure 1515 1;@ =@ 2WaV]SITkV$ \PM WVM WV \PM TMN\$ I\ \PM CITINQ[\w:QPILQ[\ WZOIVQbI\QWV m88 "mV[IV 8ISTIZk ^M
8fZZQaM\TMZQ mV[IVQ GIZLkU FISNk$ QV 5VOTQ[P$ 8]UIV BQOP\[ IVL 6ZMMLWU[ 8]UIVQ\a 1QL 3PIZQ\a# XZM[[ M^MV\%111

102 http://www.gazete2023.com/gundem/akp-siyasi-parti-degil-mafyadir-h55070.html
103 http://www.avrupa-postasi.com/gundem/ahmet-sik-akp-suca-bulasmis-bir-mafya-orgutudur-demisti-h100626.html
104 http://www.gazeteciler.com/haber/nedir-akpnin-bubu-mafya-dknl/201418
105 http://www.halkinbirligi.net/akp-militanlarini-silahlandiracak/
106 http://www.korhanyilmaz.com/?p=59902
107 http://odatv.com/akpliler-hurriyeti-basti-0609151200.html
108 http://www.uskudar.edu.tr/tr/icerik/1922/siyaset-okuluna-katilan-bakan-yardimcisi-abdurrahim-boynukalin-1515-

temmuz-sonrasi-gencler-kapali-butun-yapilara-ofkeli
109 http://www.sozcu.com.tr/2015/gundem/hurriyeti-basan-vekil-ataturk-dusmani-cikti-930121/
110 http://darulilim.com/detay.php?detay=haber&id=283
111 http://www.yenisakarya.com/28732-sakarya-ihh-vahseti-kinadi-haberi.html
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Another Mafia Leader in AKP is uXSGOR +RYonok. 1T\kVWS M^MV Z]V I[ 1;@j[ KIVLQLI\M NWZ

parliamentary elections. Below is his election banner.112 He and his gang members were 

recently arrested onon charges of intimidation, kidnapping, blackmailing, torture, gambling, and 

armed assault.113

Figure 1616 Top left$ 1T\kVWS as an AKP parliamentarian candidate% DWX ZQOP\ 1T\kVWS _Q\P 5ZLWlIV IVL PQ[ _QNM
5UQVM 5ZLWlIV% 2W\\WU TMN\$ PM KIZZQM[ IV I]\WUI\QK ZQNTM with his gang members during 15 July events. Bottom 

right, he sits with a policeman during the same events.

Mehmet Aybek is a member of the board of managers of the AKP Youth Organization.  

Aybek, at his personal page stated with an automatic MPw5 rifle in his hand; fDNUU ^\' 

/UGRkDQ `QNW ]X TRUU JWM `QNW ]X MRNg.114 An MP IVL 5ZLWlIV WXXWVMV\ =OTGT 9tGT

claimed that 8ITS dbMT 8IZMSI\ "@]JTQK CXMKQIT ?XMZI\QWV[# XZW^QLM[ _MIXWV[ \ZIQVQVO \W \PM

people like Aybek.115 Below is also a Public Special Operations vehicle.116

112 http://odatv.com/tanju-colak-operasyonunda-dikkat-ceken-isimler-1706171200.html
113 http://www.sabah.com.tr/yasam/2017/06/13/tanju-colak-sebekenin-sohret-yuzu
114 http://www.abcgazetesi.com/mp5le-tehdit-etmisti-akp-yoneticisi-gozaltina-alindi-56101h.htm
115 http://www.politez.com/detail/politez-/7605/sinan-ogan-akp-sivillere-silah-egitimi-veriyor
116 http://www.habermiyiz.com/page/80
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Figure 1717 AKP politician Mehmet Aybek carrying an automatic rifle on the left. An example of the Public Special 
Operations vehicle on the right.

There are multiple mafia gangs, closely affiliated with 6ZLWiIV and AKP politicians. Two 

prominent examples of these leleaders are Sedat Peker and 6K[KTY aOdekek. Peker was a 

suspect of the Ergenekon trials. Similar to 6ZLWiIV$ CMLI\ @MSMZj[ ITQI[ Q[ IT[W kYNK ,OM 

,UXXl %<KOX&. Peker in one of his public speeches in 2015 intimidated 6ZLWiIVj[ WXXWVMV\[$

stating f`N `RUU QJ_N ]QNV KUNNM URTN [R_N[\"g117 Prior to Constitutional Referendum in April 

2017, he intimidated the EU leaders to bring violence to Europe, if their antiw6ZLWiIV policies 

continue.118 Here are his words;

"The ones who look at the life fearlessly do not fear the death. Europeans will 

learn how our generations, who were grown up with this creed, will bring violence to 

5^[XYN V^LQ VX[N _RXUNW] ]QJW ]QN h7NcR 5_NW]\i RW D^[TNb( DQNb `RUU UNJ[W ]QR\ 

definitely when the day comes".

Figure 1818 Peker is seen at a dinner ofof prow6ZLWiIV newspaper Yeni Akit. Next to him on the right is Abdurrahman 
Dilipak, a journalist at Yeni Akit and the advisor to SADAT.

117 http://www.diken.com.tr/sedat-peker-suskunlugunu-bozdu-sozlerim-carpitildi-demirtas-pkknin-sivil-uzantisi/
118 http://www.cnnturk.com/video/turkiye/sedat-pekerden-avrupa-ululkelerine-tehdit
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Peker has ties to SADAT and the groups taking part in the Syrian War. He sent lots of

military equipment to thesese groups.119 120

Figure 1919 Mafia leader Peker promotes his contribution to the Syrian War.

Another prominent mafia leader 6K[KTY aLaLaekek collaborates with Osman .bNaekek, the 

sosoV WN 1;@j[ 1VSIZI =IaWZ 7KRON 1eQdekek.121 m[pek once acted as the director of +5:lX 

Ottoman Hearths Youth Organization.

Figure 2020 Left, m[pW] as the Head of Ottoman Hearths Youth Organization. Right he is in his office and 1;@j[
=QVQ[\MZ WN 9V\MZQWZ$ CfTMaUIV CWaT]j[ XQK\]ZM is on the wall.

119 http://www.halkizbiz.com/m/?id=15328
120 http://www.abcgazetesi.com/sedat-pekerden-cihatcilara-muhimmat-3447h.htm
121 http://www.internethaber.com/osman-gokceke-cete-sozu-338530h.htm
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It is evident that not only Osman >r]pW] but also the Prime Minister Binali @lOGlTlP

and head of 4r; Hakan Fidan also have relations with this mafia leader.

Figure 2121 LMN\$ cQeek on @ZQUM =QVQ[\MZ GkTLkZkU's right. Right, m[pW] takes part in Head of >jD Fidan's abandoned 
election campaign for becoming an AKP MP. Fidan is the one, who smiles in the picture.

,TGRqDQlX Paramilitary Organizations

Below is a large, but not allwQVKT][Q^M$ TQ[\ WN 5ZLWlIVj[ XIZIUQTQ\IZa WZOIVQbI\QWV[%

SADAT

SADAT is the most prominent and important paramilitary organization given its relations 

with other terrorist organizations, its large operational staff of former military specialists, and 

its support from active duty military specialists.122 The cooperation between Reis, SADAT 

and his SalafistwJihadist paramilitary organizations is a selfwfulfilling prophecy. 6ZLWiIV

desperately felt a need for a bulwark against a noncompliant Turkish Military as well as 

potential public movements against his ambitions. SADAT is intentionally designed to prop 

]X 5ZLWlIV ]V\QT \PM UWLMZVQ[\ D]ZSQ[P UQTQtary could be changed into a loyalist military. 

SADAT cadres did their part in the Syrian conflict, proved useful during 6ZLWiIVj[ [MTNwcoup, 

and are doing their task in converting a oncewpowerful secular and prowdemocracy military 

into devout disciples of z6ZLWiIVj[ 6ISM 3ITQXPI\Mj. The useful and dynamic tools provided 

by SADAT to 6ZLWiIV are explained WV \PM KWUXIVaj[ WNNQKQIT _MJ page:

122 Of note, during 15 July 2016 events, SADAT, in concert with Turkish Intelligence Agency (Milli Istihbarat Teskilati-BuH'
and Turkish Police, largely acted as a hub to plan and coordinate the activities of all organizations on the list.
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“SADAT Inc. provides ambush, raid, road closing, destruction, sabotage, and rescue 

and abduction trainings, in addition to trainings on the defense against such acts, which may 

be needed by the countries it serves, and organizes the Unconventional War organization of 

such countries.”123

For operational purposes, SADAT was designed to accomplish tasks such as 

neutralizing military assets using unconventional tactics and confronting any popular protests 

masquerading as ordinary citizens. What this means is that k+Q CUZYNl operatives, such as 

h6UPDQOl 6FDNODTli "D]ZSQ[P NWZ i?\\WUIV 8MI\P[j#$ KW]TL JM KWV^MZ\ML QV\W XIZIUQTQ\IZa

fighters, such as a k:KUVRKlX +WS^l' which could counter any opposition against 6ZLWiIVj[

aspirations to convert the Turkish political regime into a dictatorship and establish a quasiw

caliphate to advance 6ZLWiIVj[ PQLLMV IOMVLI%

Figure 2222 5ZLWlIV IVL DIVZk^MZLQ UMM\[ I\ IV M^MV\ WV (+ :IV]IZa (&'*%

6ZLWiIVj[ [MTNwcoup on15 July 2016 was a comprehensive rehearsal of these tasks. 

Ultimately, what happened during the controversial coup attempt of July 15 are the exact 

same counterwUMI[]ZM[ [\I\ML QV C141Dj[ XIZIUQTQ\IZa \I[S[$ _PQKP _MZM MUXTWaML IOIQV[\

the elements of Turkish Military involved in the events of July 15, 2016.124 After 15 July 2016, 

Adnan KS`d}hWdV[ was appointed as ,TGRqDQlX Chief Advisor. He then resigned from his 

position as the head of SADAT and moved among the members of the SADAT Management 

Board.125 His son Ali Kamil Melih ;DQTlXHTGL took over the lead of SADAT. Ali Kamil Melih 

KS`d}hWdV[, like his father, is a radical SalafistwJihadist. For instance, he promotes prowISIL

sentiments in his BlogSpot, including an introduction of the ISIL book: k>NK <KYZWT UL 

Khilafah (Caliphate)i.126 127

123 http://www.sadat.com.tr/download/SADAT-eng-full-v02.pdf
124 Malsin, J. (July 16, 2016). This Is What Istanbul Was Like As Turkey's Attempted Coup Played Out. Time.
125 https://www.haber3.com/guncel/erdogan039in-danismani-gorevinden-ayrildi-haberi-4407769
126 Q[[X2((JSUEJVYk]NYMR'KTWPZXW['MN(+)*-()/(RZRMRV-misyonu.html
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Figure 2323 TMN\$ C141Dj[ new chief Ali Kamil Melih KS`d}hWdV[. Right, he advocates ISIL{e{e mission and its book
titled k>NK <KYZWT UL 5NORGLGN %-GROVNGYK&l.

;`;`GVA Foundation

6ZLWiIVj[ [WV 2QTIT 6ZLWiIV spreads SalafistwJihadist sentiments among young Turkish 

people through his KoKoGVA Foundation (Turkey Youth Foundation, in Turkish >fWQO^K 

.HQalik =DNIl).128 ProwISIL/Al Nusra religious figure Nurettin @lOGl\ closely cooperates with 

Bilal 6ZLWiIV. P}^V}l indoctrinates young people at Ko>M8 Foundation. 129 130 P}^V}l

describes democracy as hthe affair of infidelsi.131 His book was promoted in a video by 

Abdullah el Muhaysini, a commander of Jabhat aleNusra (the name for Al Nusra/AlAle

Qaida in Syria).132

Figure 2424 Left, Bilal 6ZLWiIV at a Ko>M8 event. Right, Nurettin P}^V}l at indoctrinating young Ko>M8 members

127 Q[[XZ2((XT\Z'PWWPTN'LWU(%?NTRQEJVYk]NYMR
128 http://sonsaniye.ca/index.php/2016/12/28/erdogan-veve-elel-nusra-iliskileri-cuvala-sigmiyor/
129 Ibid
130 http://www.tugva.org/aksiyon-akademisi-ilk-mezunlarini-verdi/
131 http://www.gazete2023.com/guncel/nurettin-yildiz-demokrasi-kafir-isidir-h57663.html
132 http://gazetemanifesto.com/2017/05/30/el-kaide-seyhi-gerici-nurettin-yildiza-referans-oldu/
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Figure 2525 Left and right, Nurettin P}^V}l talks to young people from Bilal 6ZLWiIV's Ko>M8 Foundation. The two 
posts atat P}^V}lj[ XMZ[WVIT XIOM state f`N ]JUTNM JKX^] bthe logic of working for the religionc and bthe meaning 

XO ]XMJbi\ bX^WP YN[\XWi g

Figure 2626 Top left, Nurettin P}^V}l. Below left, his visit to Abdullah al Muhaysini, a commander of Jabhat alw
Nusra in Syria. Muhaysini later died in a battle. Right, he coaches Ko>M8 Foundation{e{e k+IYOUT +IGJKS^l youth 

training event. The banner states "God selected you for Jihad!" 5ZLWlIVj[ [WV 2QTIT 5ZLWlIV IT[W RWQVML \PM
same activity.133

133 http://www.tugva.org/aksiyon-akademisi-ilk-mezunlarini-verdi/
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Sosyal Doku Foundation

Sosyal Doku (in English Social Texture) is a sosowcalled religious affairs foundation 

headed by Nurettin P}^V}l. As stated above, P}^V}l is known with his SalafistwJihadist

ideology and his contacts with Al Nusra (Syrian fraction of Al Qaida) leaders in Syria. He 

indoctrinates his followers with SalafistwJihadist sentiments at his foundation.

Figure 2727 Left, P}^V}l talks to young female followers. Right, his followers protest Israel.

Below is a picture, which frames Nurettin P}^V}l with prow6ZLWiIV SADAT advisors and 

journalists Abdurrahman Dilipak and Ahmet Varol. Both Dilipak and Varol write for 

6ZLWiIVj[ UW]\PXQMKM Yeni Akit Newspaper.

Figure 2828 P}^V}l wiwith prow6ZLWiIV journalist and SADAT advisor Dilipak. The other prow6ZLWiIV journalist and 
SADAT advisor Ahmet Varol is looking at them from the side of the Turkish Flag.

Below is Nurettin P}^V}l with Yeni Akit GroupiUiU CEO Mustafa Karahasanoqlu. Dilipak 

and Varol write for <IZIPI[IVWiT]j[ Yeni Akit.
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Figure 2929 P}^V}l with Karahasanoilulu.

In December 2016, a police officer named 4HXOct Mert (OVlQVDt assassinated Russian 

Ambassador to Turkey Andrey Karlov. 134 135 136 2T\gV\Ik isis alleged to be among the 

followers of Nurettin P}^V}l.137 138 139 2T\gV\Ik and his friends had close ties with AKP, Nurettin 

P}^V}l, and thus ISIL and Al Nusra. 140 141

Figure 3030 Left, 2T\gV\Ik chanting Al Nusra creed after the assassination of Andrey Karlov. Center and right, 
=KWQGT b_QGT, the partner of 2T\gV\Ikj[ ZWWUUI\M Abdullah Polat, isis with +5:lX 7OTOXter of Interior :c:cleyman 

Soylu (in the center) and ,TGRqDQlX GJ[OXUW 2amza Yerlikaya (on the right).

134 http://www.insanhaber.com/guncel/rus-elciyi-olduren-polis-mevlutut-altintas-nurettin-yildizin-h82423.html
135 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/sohbetine-gidiyormus-40315960
136 http://www.expressgazete.com/gundem/mevlut-mert-altintas-nurettin-yildizin-sohbetine-gidiyormus-h15109.html
137 http://habercem.com/m/haber.php?id=138545
138 http://umutgazetesi2.org/rus-buyukelciyi-olduren-polis-nureddin-yildizin-sohbetlerine-katildigi-ortaya-cikti/
139 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=angZWlvibJ0
140 http://sonsaniye.ca/index.php/2016/12/28/erdogan-veve-elel-nusra-iliskileri-cuvala-sigmiyor/
141 http://dusuncemektebi.com/d/141478/laban-veve-salehin-uzerinde-mevlut-mert-altintasin-fotografi-dada-bulundu/
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Ottoman Hearths

Ottoman Hearths (in Turkish 6UPDQOl 6FDNODTl# is a prow6ZLWiIV youth activist 

organization, which cements radical views among young Turkish people both in Turkey and 

in Europe.142 Fe_S`^} FUS]^Sd} is managed by criminals and mafia leaders, including the 

director Kadir Canpolat. He was one of the six suspects inin a failed plot to assassinate Papa 

16th Benedictus during his visit to Turkey in November 2006.143

?[UIVTk ?KISTIZk PI[ a [\ZWVO INNQTQI\QWV _Q\P 5ZLWlIV and AKP. It organizes swearing 

KMZMUWVQM[ NWZ \PM VM_ UMUJMZ[ \W O]IZIV\MM \PMQZ N]TT KWUUQ\UMV\ \W 5ZLWlIV% 3IVXWTI\

recognizes 6ZLWiIV asas hthe most sacred virtue of his organizationi and his organization 

asas h,TGRqDQlX XURJOKWXi.144 145

Figure 3131 Left, Canpolat and 6ZLWiIV together. Right, Prime Minister P}^V}d}_, together with Canpolat, at the 
opening ceremony of the Ottoman Heart cell in Trabzon.

Figure 3232 The swearing ceremony for admission of new members to Fe_S`^} FUS]^Sd}. The ceremony serves
ultimate loyalty to 6ZLWiIV.146

142 http://osmanliocaklari.org.tr
143 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/ergenekon-a-adim-adim-32575.html
144 http://osmanliocaklari.org.tr
145 http://odatv.com/kim-bubu-osmanli-ocaklari-1009151200.html
146 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCV5kS2Smd0
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Ensar Foundation

Ensar Foundation (in Turkish Ensar =DNIl) is a sosowcalled religious affairs foundation, 

which has made the headlines many times for the rape and harassment incidents against its 

female and young male followers. Currently, 6ZLWiIV utilizes Ensar MS]X} to keep the 

pressure on the 15 July coup courts. Thus, Ensar is intensively involved in the ongoing 15 

July trials. Currently, Ensar followers brutally intimidate and insult the lawyers and the 

families of the 15 July suspects.

Figure 3333 Left and right, 6ZLWiIV and his son Bilal at different activities of Ensar.

rHHHHeHuman Rights and Freedoms Humanity Aid Charity 

rHHHH (in Turkish rQUDQ /DNODTl ve /cTTL[HVOHTL rQUDQO CGWJoS =DNIl) isis an organization, 

which carries out sowcalled humanitarian aid activities.147 j99 organized and provoked the 

May 2010 showcase k7G[O 7GWSGWG <GRR^ YU :GRKXYOTKl, which ended up in a fierce 

intervention by the Israeli Security Forces. 10 of the onboard activists lost their lives and 

many wounded due to fatal shots by Israeli Security forces. j99 is headed by Fehmi )cOHQV

@lOGlTlP. HeHe and his organization allegedly have connections with >jD and facilitate 

weapons transfer to ISIL and Al Nusra in Syria under the cover of humanitarian aid.148 149 150

The Russian report to UNSC states that j99 and 9s^W`f P}^V}d}_ involved in purchasing 

weapons for terrorist organizations in the Syrian Arab Republic and this was proven by the 

discovery oN UQTQ\IZa MY]QXUMV\ QV \Z]KS[ idelivering h]UIVQ\IZQIV IQL \W \PM ZMN]OMM[j,

detained near the TurkishwSyrian border.151 The report indicates that a considerable number 

of the foreign fighters in Syria are connected to j99, thus >jD, SADAT, and 6ZLWiIV. 

147 https://www.ihh.org.tr
148 http://imc-tv.net/el-kaide-sanigi-iside-yardim-malzemelerini-ihh-ile-gecirebilirim/
149 http://www.siyasetcafe.com/Medya-Haberleri/19915-ihh-hakkinda-sok-iddialar----erdogan-bunun-icin-mimi-satti
150 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3u648Eq638
151 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/2016/94
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Figure 3434 9V B][[QIj[ ZMXWZ\$ j99j[ ZWTM inin \ZIV[NMZZQVO _MIXWV[ ]VLMZ iP]UIVQ\IZQIV IQLj Ictivities is clearly 
depicted.

Figure 3535 Left, j99 director F. 9s^W`f P}^V}d}_ rallies for a Mavi Marmara protest. Right, P}^V}d}_ at a coordination 
meeting with Nurettin P}^V}l at j99 Headquarters.

Figure 3636 6ZLWiIV, 9s^W`f P}^V}d}_ and Mafia Leader Sedat Peker at the wedding ceremony of the secretary of 
6ZLWiIV's wife.152

152 http://t24.com.tr/haber/sedat-peker-erdogan-risk-aldi-ben-normallestim,300046
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r)+(eC Great Eastern Islamic Raiders Front

r)+(eC (in Turkish rUODPL )c[cN DoDoqu AklQFlODTl Cephesi) is a Salafist organization, 

which isis accused ofof plotting the burning of a hotel in Sivas/Turkey in 1993. The event 

resulted in the loss of 37 lives. IBDAwC is led by =GRON uzzet Erdit, known with his alias 

k=GRON 7OW_GHK^UtOWi. 9V 4MKMUJMZ (&'* 5ZLWlan had a private meeting with =QZbIJMaWlT]

after he was released from 16wyear custody.153 The organization supports ISIL. j352wCj[

sister organization is h4WUOLP +TGYUROGT CUZYNl %7fXRfSGT +TGJURZ 1KTdROtOeMAG).

Armored IBDAwC/MAG militants were employed during 15 July 2016 events.154 j352wC

fights in Syria in Al Nusra and ISIL fronts.155 156

Figure 3737 Left, j352wC Followers carry a banner promoting their leader. h4DKGLi UMIV[ ithe savior of the world{. 
Right, j352wC followers during 15 July events. The person circled appears at \PM iC141D IVL XIZIUQTQ\IZa WV '+

:]Ta (&',j section ofof this book.

Figure 3838 Left, 6ZLWiIV and his wife host an IBDAwC jihadist Ghassan Alabed.157 Center and right Alabed in 

153 http://www.haberay.com.tr/siyaset/erdogan-salih-mirzabeyoglu-ile-gorustu-h1737.html
154 http://divrigliyiz.biz/haber/494/17/akpnin-demokrasi-savascilari-meger-ibda-cli-cihatcilarmis
155 http://www.diken.com.tr/amerikali-akademisyenin-gozunden-turkiye-isid-isbirligine-dair-dokuz-iddia/
156 http://divrigliyiz.biz/haber/494/17/akpnin-demokrasi-savascilari-meger-ibda-cli-cihatcilarmis
157 https://www.durushaber.com.tr/dis-haberler/erdogan-inin-agirladigi-kisi-cihatci-mimi-h1657.html
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Syria with his actual identity.158

KKTeStay Brothers Turkey

KKT (in Turkish 5GWJKw 5GR >frkiye) is a sosowcalled charity organization, led by Orhan 

Uzuner, the fatherwininwlaw of 6ZLWiIVj[ [WV$ 2QTIT% KKT acts as a paramilitary organization, 

which would mobilize AKP followers in case of a fierce opposition against 6ZLWiIV.159 160

Uzuner recommended the KKT members to carry their weapons in their vehicles, in case 

there would be a need to use them against antitiw6ZLWiIV people.161

Figure 3939 6ZLWiIV _Q\P ?ZPIV Eb]VMZ I\ \PMQZ KPQTLZMVj[ _MLLQVO%

/_/e:KUVRKlX =VKIOGR 9WMGTO_GYOUTX +WS^

?n? (in Turkish 2GRQ b_KR 2GWKQGY) 162 isis a militia organization founded to protect 

6ZLWiIV and AKP against opponents in case of an internal war in Turkey.163 It is led by 

Yunus Emre Polat, who was a militia fighter in Syria.164

Figure 4040 <MN\$ WVM 8dH vehicle during 15 July events. 3MV\MZ$ 8dH Logo on a vehicle. Right, Yunus Emre Polat.

158 https://tr.sputniknews.com/ortadogu/201612231026472030-sosyal-medya-suriyeli-bananin-babasi-cihatci-mi/
159 Q[[X2((^^^'L\UQ\YR`N['LWU'[Y(QJKNY(ZR`JZN[(./10),(8YMWqJVIRVIURTRZTNYRI'Q[UT!
160 http://odatv.com/gerektigi-zaman-kullanacagimiz-silah-var-2002171200.html
161

http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/viMNW(]RMNW(.0)0*.(8YMWqJVIRVIM\V\Y\IFa\VNYIIIDRTJQRURaIIMNPRTIIIDRYNVRURaI]JYIIM
edim.html
162 http://www.halkozelhareketidernegi.org
163 Ibid
164 http://www.abcgazetesi.com/sinan-ogandan-hoh-aciklamasi-44071h.htm
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Figure 4141 8d8 XZWUW\M[ I video of an article at its web page. The article KTIQU[ \PI\ 5ZLWlIV _QTT start the kLOTGR 
times Islamic Armageddon War in Syria against all infidelsi. The video states that Abu Cabir, the leader of 

Tahrer Sam of Syria (Al Qaida in Syria), is in Turkey to coordinate this war with 6ZLWiIVj[ 7W^MZVUMV\%165

rMKANeDER e Humanitarian Defense and Brotherhood Organization 

IMKANwDER (in Turkish rQUDQO 7fJGLG [K 5GWJKwROQ .KWTKti) has a strong affiliation 

with SADAT. ItIt is led by 7ZWGY bzer. B][[QIj[ Representative to UN Vitali Curkin reported 

that IMKANwDER, j99, and ONCU NESIL organizations carry weapons to the fighting 

groups in Syria.166 The organization also provides medical services to Syrian fighters in 

Gaziantep, Turkey.167 168

Figure 4242 Left, IMKANwDER member with a jihadist, having medical support in Turkey. Right, 9s^W`f nzer with 
Libyan Jihadists.

165 http://www.halkozelhareketidernegi.org/rekor-kiran-erdoganin-veve-devletin-derin-plani-son-savas-sonuna-kadar-

dinleyin/
166 http://kureselanaliz.com/2016/02/rusyanin-bmbm-daimi-temsilcisinden-ihh-imkander-oncu-nesil-insani-yardim-

dernegine-iftira/
167 http://odatv.com/cihatcilar-turkiyede-boyle-yardim-topluyor----1112131200.html
168 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/islamci-militanlar-icin-cihat-hastanesi-acildi-68921.html
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SADAT AND PARAMILITARY ON 15 JULY 2016 

,TGRqDQiU SelfeFRWS DQG ;WTNH[iU +HSTHUULRQ

The inconsistent and odd explanations in their statements show that, 6ZLWiIV, the Prime 

Minister P}^V}d}_, Head of >jD Fidan, some AKP politicians, and proc6ZLWiIV military 

officials, including Major General Zekai Aksakall}, Commander of Special Operations 

Command, had full awareness about what would happen that day, before the events took 

place on 15 July 2016. Although there were previous indications of unrest in the Military, 

6ZLWiIV IVL \PM 8W^MZVUMV\ WNNQKQIT[ LMTQJMZI\MT` _IQ\ML ]V\QT \PM LQ[[MV\MZ[ \WWS IK\QWV$

instead of taking preventive measures. They even provoked and manipulated the flow of 

events, and kept them under control. They allowed the uprising to mature and aggravate to a 

predetermined level before exerting decisive intervention. This resulted in ha limited 

uprisingi, controlled by 6ZLWiIV and his collaborators in and out of the Military. This is why 

Head of the Main Opposition PartywCHP, Kemal 2lOlaGDTRqOW calls the events ha controlled 

coupi169 while many former senior Turkish Military officials prefer to call them h,TGRqDQiU

selfecoupi% A substantial study on the subject by former state officials is available online.170

According to an official declaration by the Turkish Military following 15 July 2016, only 

8,651 military personnel involved in the alleged coup attempt (5,761 professional military 

personnel, 1,676 conscripts, and 1,214 cadets).171 The Military announced that the number of 

alleged dissenters formed only 1.5 % of the total manpower of the Turkish Military (a total of 

570,111 personnel with 247,196 professionals, 270,970 conscripts, and others). 172  The 

announcement also stated that a small number of equipment and weapons from the total 

inventory were employed during the attempt. Namely, 35 military aircraft (including fighter 

jets and transport aircraft), 37 military helicopters (including 8 attack helicopters), 246 

armored vehicles (including 74 tanks), three military ships, and 3992 light weapons were 

used. In total, the Turkish Military has around 300 fighter jets, 2500 tanks, and hundreds of 

military helicopters. 

Turkey has a Police force of 250,000 policemen and a Gendarmerie force of 270,000 

gendarmes. Considering the limited number of 8,651 dissenters versus the total number of 

these security forces, it is unreasonable to claim that the civilian resistance was needed to 

suppress the attempt of the dissenters. 9W_M^MZ$ 6ZLWiIV XZW^WSed the AKP followers to 

rally on the streets and confront dissenters, most probably with an intention to increase the 

death toll. Deliberate delay of intervention by the Government KW]XTML _Q\P 6ZLWiIVf[

169 http://theglobepost.com/2017/04/03/opposition-leader-july-15-was-a-controlled-coup/ 
170 https://15julyfacts.com/ 
171 http://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/tsk-darbe-girisimine-katilan-personel-sayisini-acikladi,ns92udU75k2vw-1OlEK4gQ 
172 http://www.emekliasubaylar.org/haberler/item/1475-turk-silahli-kuvvetleri-personel-mevcutlari 
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invitation to the people to resist the dissenters mainly caused bloody confrontations. Some 

casualties occurred while the civilians were trying to stop the military armored vehicles. The 

chaos during the clashes obscured who was shooting whom. The majority of the civilian 

losses were due to fires from unidentified directions, mostly in forms of sniper shots. The 

civilians on the streets were sometimes even used by the Police as a shield against the 

dissenters. Around 250 people lost their lives and more than 1,500 were wounded. Most of 

the killings took place in Ankara and j[\IVJ]T.  

6ZLWiIVf[ UMLQI has intensively used h15 1WO[ 4DTV[TUi and h5DVLRQiU Jreat 

resistance to defend democracyi rhetoric as well as overt violence and lynch images of 

alleged dissenters to incite and mold the public opinion IOIQV[\ 6ZLWiIVf[ WXXWVMV\[$ and 

rationalize the dWY[_W{e Xa^^aiwon brutal crackdown and massive purge. Such rhetoric 

provided grounds for the declaration of State of Emergency and successive Decree Laws. 

Furthermore, 6ZLWiIV and his supporters used the selfwcoup as a pretext for the 

constitutional referendum on 16 April 2017. Turkish people voted in the referendum to 

abandon the parliamentary system for an Executive Presidency, minimally curbed by the 

Parliament. At the end, 6ZLWiIV PIL \PM ^QK\WZ` \PZW]OP I KWV\ZW^MZ[QIT ZMNMZMVL]U$

tarnished with allegations of fraud.173 DPM ^QK\WZ` OZIV\ML 6ZLWiIV \PM KPIVKM \W KPIVOM \PM

Uag`fdk{e dWY[_W Xda_ S VW_aUdSUk fa S V[UfSfadeZ[b S`V WefST^[eZ Z[e 21steCentury 

Sultanate.174 He finally managed to turn the centurywlong democracy march of the Turkish 

nation into an accelerating dictatorship swirl.  

SADATiU LQXROXHPHQV in the 15 July Events 

A thorough analysis of the paramilitary organizations, which took part in z15 July 2016 

events{, clearly indicates that 6ZLWiIV and his team were the orchestrators of the public 

movements, which resulted in the loss of many civilian lives and lynching and killing of many 

surrendered soldiers and cadets. 6ZLWiIV utilized proxies like SADAT and other paramilitary 

organizations to aggravate the chaos and increase the violence. J8;8K{e da^W [`side and 

outside the Military was central and extensive. 

A couple of days after 15 July 2016, Nevzat Tarhan, a retired colonel and SADAT{e

advisor, stated at 9236BDbB< DF KPIVVMT \PI\ W^MZ I \PW][IVL XZWc6ZLWiIV exwmilitary 

personnel from ASDER were hvoluntarily on the scenei that night to render the tanks and 

the armored vehicles ineffective. 175 Those former military officials were the members of 

SADAT{e twin organization ASDER (Justice Supporters Union, in Turkish Adaleti 

173 https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-04-18/the-fraud-claims-tainting-turkey-s-referendum-win-

quicktake-q-a 
174 http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21720590-recep-tayyip-erdogan-carrying-out-harshest-crackdown-decades-
west-must-not-abandon 
175 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL9sV-rXTSw 
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=G[ZTGTRGW .KWTKti).176 ASDER was founded in 2000 by former military personnel, who 

were dismissed from the Military in the 1990s for their alleged extremist religious agenda. 

The founders of SADAT and ASDER are the same people. 

Figure 4343 Nevzat TARHAN, a retired Colonel and SADAT advisor, states f1C45B `J\ hXW ]QN \]JPNi XW *. 
:^Ub +)*/g.

The head of SADAT, KS`d}hWdV[, was awarded Chief Advisor position to 6ZLWiIV in 

August 2016. In other words, the head of sowcalled Islamist Army SADAT was assigned as 

the Chief Advisor to 6ZLWiIV.177 One of the focuses of this study is the relationship between 

C141Dj[ ZWTM WV '+ :]Ta (&', IVL KS`d}hWdV[j[ critical assignment at 6ZLWiIVj[ XITIKM%

Figure 4444 SADAT announces KS`d}hWdV[j[ VM_ XW[Q\QWV I[ 6ZLWiIVj[ Chief Advisor$ NWTTW_QVO PQ[ WZOIVQbI\QWVj[
accomplishments on 15 July 2016.

One of the founders of SADAT and ASDER, DIVZk^MZLQj[ KTW[M NZQMVL IVL WVKM 1;@j[

candidate for the Parliament,178 Mustafa /DFlPWUVDIDRqOW, explained in a TV program that 

176 HMY\n`Q\PU U] ^TQ TZYZ\M\c [\Q]UPQY^ ZR 7G:;F MYP OTMU\XMY ZR ^TQ NZM\P ZR 7GG7B MYP G7:7H
177 http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/585597/ SADAT\_Saray\_da.html\#
178 https://www.haberler.com/kidemli-albay-akak-parti-den-aday-adayi-oldu-2594338-haberi/
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ASDER has executed h+=./<lX -UZV :WK[KTYOUT :RGTi on 15 July 2016. He stated 

h+=./<lX 9LLKTXO[K 3TYKW[KTYOUT :RGTi is also ready if there would be a need in the future. 

8IKkU][\INIWlT]j[ son bSKW =KLG 2GIoSZXYGLGUtRZ emphasized at the same program that 

without 15 July Coup purges of tens of thousands of people from the Government 

departments would never be possible.179

At an interview with prow5ZLWlIV VM_[XIXMZ, h4LODVi =][\INI 8IKkU][\INIWlT] KTIQUML

that `>`>he coup was planned and executed by NATO. The Gulenists were just a tool 

>1D? ^\NM OX[ ]QN LX^Yg. He further stated f>1D?i\ PXJU `R]Q ]QN LX^Y `J\ ]X \VJ\Q 

]QN RMNJ Kb D^[TNb JWM X]QN[ ,- =^\URV LX^W][RN\ OX[ OX^WMRWP h]QN 1[Vb XO 9\UJVi 

because NATO knows that this Army will stop terrorism, spread by imperialists in the 

[NPRXW' JWM K[RWP YNJLN JWM \NL^[R]b ]X ]QN [NPRXWd D^[TNb V^\] NaR] >1D? ]X 

eliminate the chances of a future coupd DQJWT\ ]X ]QN LX^Y `N now have the full 

freedom to cleanse Turkish Military and state departments O[XV ]QN 7^UNWR\]\d HN] 

the co_existing threat is the ultra_nationalists, who are trying to fill the gap in the 

Military after the clean\RWP(g 180 Furthermore head of SADAT DIVZk^MZLQ$ onon his personal 

website, states that i8+>9' ROQK ?8' NGX HKcome a tool for the U.S. imperialism under 

Jewish controlg.181

Figure 4545 8IKkU][\INIWlT] IVL PQ[ [WV WV I \IVS WV \PM 2W[XWZ][ 2ZQLOM$ _PMZM []ZZMVLMZML KILM\[ IVL
conscripts were lynched. His son wears a twshirt with a sign of Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt.

1 ZMKWZLQVO WN 8IKkU][\INIWlT]j[ KWVNZWV\I\QWV _Q\P \PM LQ[[MV\QVO [WTLQMZ[ QV j[\IVJ]T

was also aired on the same program. During the recording, he tries to stop the dissenting 

soldiers with a shocking statement “The commander who gave you these orders has 

JU[NJMb KNNW TRUUNM RW 1WTJ[J"g182 The recording took place at around 23:15 on 15 July 

179 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN9XO2pVbKE
180 http://m.milatgazetesi.com/darbenin-gobeginde-nato-var-haber-95893
181 Q[[X2((^^^'JMVJVEJVYk]NYMR'LWU(RVMN_'XQX(ZR`JZN[-konulari/dis-siyaset/nato/77-neden-natodayiz-2525-haziran-
2004.html
182 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN9XO2pVbKE (time in video 13:50)
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2016. The commander, hehe mentioned, was Brigadier General Semih Terzi from Special 

Operations Command, who was killed by a directive from prowSADAT Major General Zekai 

(NUDNDOOl% 2]\ \PM SQTTQVO \WWS XTIKM IZW]VL \PZMM PW]Z[ IN\MZ 8IKkU][\INIWlT]j[ [\I\MUMV\!

DMZbQ _I[ I XMZ[WV$ _PW SVM_ \WW U]KP IJW]\ 5ZLWlIVj[$ =9Dj[$ SAD1Dj[ IVL 1S[ISITTQj[

ties with ISIL and Al Nusra and confronted illegal activities of this alliance in Syria.

9IKgU][\INIWiT], in his speech, further stated that active duty military officers, like 

Major )DTlt +HGHRqOW, served 1C45Bj[ plan on 15 July. Major 5MLMWiT] became famous 

for his torture to the surrendering officers. After 15 July he resigned and assigned as The 

Advisor to Chief Public Safety Department by AKP Government. These manifestations

clearly indicate that on 15 July 2016, prowSADAT active military personnel were in full 

coordination with SADAT, ASDER, and paramilitary forces.

Figure 4646 3IZgk 5MLMWiT] insults and intimidateses surrendered officers and soldiers with his pistol.

Mobilization of ,TGRqDQiUiU Paramilitary on 15 July 2016

Mobilization of prow1;@ UQTQ\QI[ WV '+ :]Ta (&'+ XZW^ML []KKM[[N]T L]ZQVO 5ZLWlIVj[

Selfwcoup. ProwAKP militias have conducted additional drills prior to 16 April 2017 

Constitutional Referendum to see if they were ready to mobilize when needed.183 In other 

_WZL[$ 5ZLWlIV Q[ IJTM \W ][M PQ[ UQTQ\QI U]KP UWZM MNNQKQMV\Ta QV \PM N]\]ZM \W KZ][P XWTQ\QKIT

opponents or to fuel a civil unrest.184

On 15 July 2016, multiple prowAKP militia organizations and mafia gangs were on the 

streets and armed. There are indications that lots of weapons, namely machine guns, and 

183 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/ erdogan-inin-dunuru-gerektigi-zaman-kullanacagimiz-silahlarimiz-var-147489.html
184 https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/11/25/erdogans-secret-army-threat-nato/
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pistols, were delivered to civilian groups and mafia gangs the Police Headquarters in 

Ankara.185 186 187 The suspicion remains in the public opinion that those groups and gangs 

played an important role during 6ZLWiIVf[ Celfwcoup.188 189 190 Their actions have not been 

investigated or accounted for yet. Recently a farmer, Mustafa Marat, who killed a person 

with an MPw5 machine gun, testified that `WKH +QNDUD :ROLFH JDYH KLP WKH ZHDSRQ RQ $(

July 2016 and weapons of such kind were delivered to the civilians during the 15 July 

eventsa.191 Following the reflection on the media, Ankara District Governor confessed that 

weapons were arbitrarily delivered to the policemen that night without taking any records and 

some weapons are still missing from the inventory. 192

That night 6ZLWiIVf[ XIZIUQTQ\IZ` NWZKM _I[ ITT W^MZ \PM KW]V\Z`%193 For instance, prow

6ZLWiIV Rournalist Fatih Tezcan stated at a TV broadcast that armored j99 militia was 

employed during 15 July 2016 events.194 195 There are serious allegations that prowAKP 

militia and mafia groups were responsible for many civilian killings. According to the former 

Pentagon official Michael Rubin, most of the civilians were shot by prowAKP militias, who 

played an important role that night.196 197 There are multiple records of prowAKP militia and 

mafia groups, who were armed and on the streets in Ankara and j[\IVJ]T that night.198 199 200 

As mentioned earlier, these groups comprised of C252D$ @[UIVTg @KISTIZg$ j99, and other 

organizations,201 which have a standing mandate to intervene in a case of any civic or 

military opposition against 6ZLWiIVf[ regime.202

Many organized criminals and mafia groups were armed on the streets.203 204 205 They 

provoked civilians and soldiers. For instance, 3HXHQV ^LaHN, a wellwknown mafia leader from 

Ankara is shown below [` S bZafa fS]W` Vgd[`Y fZW WhW`fe) m[pW] [e a very close friend of 

AKP politicians, including the Prime Minister )LQDOL @lOGlTlP and the Ankara Major Melih 

.bNaHN{e ea` 6UPDQ .bNaHN. He once acted as the V[dWUfad aX 8BG{e Fffa_S` ?WSdfZe

Youth Organization. 

185https://www.habersert.com/gundem/eli-silahli-bir-sivil-fethullahci-ve-laikci-kopekler--1276.html 
186https://www.evrensel.net/haber/291606/siviller-silahlandirildi-mi 
187 http://www.haberdar.com/siyaset/fatih-tezcan-vatan-emniyeti-silahli-ihh-cilar-kurtardi-h49789.html 
188 http://romanyahaber.com/2016/11/02/darbeyi-bilen-adam-15-temmuzda-sivillerin-cogunu-saraya-bagli-sadat-
milisleri-oldurdu/ 
189 http://15temmuzhareketi.org/2016/08/12/o-gece-sivil-kiyafetliler-olum-sacti/ 
190 http://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/iste-akpnin-silahli-sivilleri-170610 
191 http://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/tartistigi-18-yasindaki-genci-mp-5le-oldurdu-silahi-15-temmuzda-polis-verdi-dedi-
199152 
192 http://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/valilikten-itiraf-15-temmuzda-zimmet-kaydi-tutmadan-silah-dagittik-199404 
193 https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/11/25/erdogans-secret-army-threat-nato/ 
194 http://www.haberatlantis.com/fatih-tezcandan-silahli-ihhcilar-itirafi-9601.html 
195 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqOTY7uNDyY 
196 http://www.turkishnews.com/tr/content/2016/11/04/15-temmuzda-sivillerin-cogunu-saraya-bagli-sadat-milisleri-

oldurdu/ 
197 http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/04/17/erdogans-relations-and-ties-with-radical-terrorist-organizations/\#\_ftn68 
198 https://www.habersert.com/gundem/eli-silahli-bir-sivil-fethullahci-ve-laikci-kopekler--1276.html 
199 https://www.evrensel.net/haber/291606/siviller-silahlandirildi-mi 
200 http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/585597/ SADAT\_Saray\_da.html\# 
201 https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/blackwater-sadat-ve-ihh or can be retrieved from 

https://friendsofkosovo.wordpress.com/2013/12/16/ blackwater-sadat-and-the-ihh/ 
202 http://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/durumdan-vazife-cikaran-orgutlenmeler-157783h.htm ,or can be retrieved from 

http://linkis.com/www.ilk-kursun.com/h/U51si 
203 http://15temmuzhareketi.org/2016/08/12/o-gece-sivil-kiyafetliler-olum-sacti/ 
204 http://www.turkishnews.com/tr/content/2016/11/04/15-temmuzda-sivillerin-cogunu-saraya-bagli-sadat-milisleri-
oldurdu/ 
205 http://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/iste-akpnin-silahli-sivilleri-170610 
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Figure 4747 1 UINQI OIVO$ TML Ja <M^MV\ cQeMS "NW]Z\P NZWU \PM TMN\#$ Q[ IZUML IVL WV \PM [\ZMM\ WV '+ :]Ta (&',%

The prow5ZLWlIV D_Q\\MZ \ZWTT h)(:2,5;*0i confessed in a tweet that the followers of 

prowISIL, prow1T >][ZI >]ZM\\QV GkTLkb \WWS XIZ\ QV \PM M^MV\[%206

Figure 4848 Prow5ZLWlIV D_Q\\MZ \ZWTT i21C;5>3mj [\I\M[ \PI\ GkTLkbj[ NWTTW_MZ[ ZMKW^MZML \PM DF KPIVVMT 3>>
Turk on the night of 15 July.

Even prow5ZLWlIV VM_[XIXMZ kCKTO vGLGQl ZMXWZ\ML IZUML UQTQ\QIj[ QV\MZ^MV\QWV \W \PM

events. An eyewitness >ZTIG^ .UtGT NZWU 1S[IZIa$ m[\IVJ]T ZMXWZ\ML/ f1 LR_RURJW _NQRLUN 

arrived at J \Z^J[N %RW 1T\J[Jb' r\]JWK^U&( 3R_RURJW\ `R]Q UXWP QJR[ JWM MR[]b KNJ[ds 

LJVN X^] XO ]QN _NQRLUN' LJ[[bRWP UXWP KJ[[NUNM P^W\( DQNb ]XUM ]X ]QN Y^KURL hDQN 

L^[ON` R\ RW NOONL]( 7X ]X bX^[ QXVN\( FN `RUU WX] UN] bX^ LXVN ]X ]QN \Z^J[N\i( DQN\N 

YNXYUN \Y[NJM RW]X ]QN \][NN]\ JWM ]XUM ]X NJLQ X]QN[ ]QJ] h]QN \][NN]\ JWM ]QN \Z^ares 

V^\] KN KUXLTNMi( DQNb \QX] J] LR_RURJW\ M^[RWP ]QN N_NW]\g(207

206 http://www.habermiyiz.com/page/88
207 http://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/o-gece-sivil-kiyafetliler-olum-sacti-2509790
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Figure 4949 D]VKIa 4WlIV ZMXWZ\[ PQ[ WJ[MZ^I\QWV[ \W XZWw5ZLWlIV VM_[XIXMZ iGMVQ nINISj%

Figure 5050 Top left, Prow5ZLWlIV CITINQ[\ XIZIUQTQ\IZa 9241wCj[ =][TQU 1VI\WTQIV GW]\P TMILMZ Mehmet Ali 
Bayram is seen on 15 July 2016. The text in the red rectangle says: fFN ]QN 1WJ]XURJW =^\URV Youth came to 
QNUY \XUMRN[\ JWM YXURLN' `QX MNONWM 7XMi\ [NURPRXW JWM X^[ LX^W]ry against Secularists, Kemalists, and 

7^UNWR\]\g( Top right, IBDAwC leader Bayram with the sowcalled Jihadist Commander, but in fact a morally 
corrupt figure208 bSKW 2GROJ in Syria. Halid is supported by AKP and >jD. He PWTL[ \PM JWWS WN =QZbIJMaWlT]$

IBDAw3j[ TMILMZ%209 Bottom left, same IBDAwC militia hunting dissenters upon a call from police! Bottom center, 
he isis in Syria _Q\P dUMZ 8ITQL% Bottom right, he seems well trained and armed.

208 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/cihatcilar-birbirine-dustu-116619.html
209 http://haber.sol.org.tr/turkiye/ibda-c-lazkiyede-kamp-kurdu-iddiasi-119591
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Who Killed Civilians?

No official ballistics or criminal reports on how, when and where the civilian casualties 

took place have been shared with the public. There are serious claims, backed by substantial 

evidence, that some civilian casualties were caused by the orchestrated actions, supervised 

by the masterminds of the Selfwcoup. The shotguns used in civilian killings could easily be 

identified by ballistics investigations, autopsies or criminal investigations. There seems to be 

no appetite for an inquiry by the Government and prow6ZLWiIV prosecutors and courts 

deliberately lack the diligence to do it.

For a long time after the events, Prow6ZLWiIV media has deliberately broadcasted a 

story about a dissenting sniper, who, on 15 July 2016, allegedly positioned himself on top of 

a column of the Bosporus Bridge, targeted prow6ZLWiIV civilians and killed many people till 

morning.210 211 DPM [VQXMZj[ QLMV\Q\a Q[ aM\ ]VSVW_V% According to the court indictment, 32 

civilians, 7 military personnel, and 2 policemen lost their lives during the events. Right after 

the events, vast media reported eyewitness accounts, who stated that most of the killings 

were due to sniper shots. For months, 6ZLWiIV{e{e media reported the identities of all critical 

dissenters, but they did not publish any report about this mysterious sniper. After a long 

period of speculation and propaganda by prow6ZLWiIV media, j[\IVJ]T Police Chief Mustafa 

^DOltNDQ stated at the Parliamentary Commission for Coup Investigation that f]QN[N `N[N 

no snipers on the tower of the Bosporus 2[RMPN( 9] `J\ XWUb J Vb]Qg.212 Consequently,

prorow6ZLWiIV media let the speculation vanish by the time. Recently released court 

indictment stated that a crank on top of the bridge was confused to be a sniper during the 

events.213 214

Figure 5151 Prow6ZLWiIV media used this photo for months to report about a dissenting sniper onon top of the tower 
of the Bosporus Bridge.

210 http://www.milliyet.com.tr/koprude-sniper-lala-catisma-gundem-2281278/
211 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/koprude-keskin-nisanci-varmis-40156647
212 http://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/15-temmuz-gecesi-o-noktada-keskin-nisanci-var-miydi-229788.html
213 http://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/keskin-nisanci-sanilmisti-gercek-ortaya-cikti-360328.html
214 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/koprudeki-keskin-nisanci-gercegi-iddianamede-ortaya-cikti-40531655
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Were snipers only a myth?

There are multiple eyewitness records about hsnipers inin black vans/midi buses or on 

top of buildings/hillsi, who opened fire on the civilian people and killed many. The records 

prove that there were multiple snipers at several locations in j[\IVJ]T, who killed many 

civilians. For instance, prow6B5@h2? eyewitnesses of the Bosphorus Bridge events stated 

on a TV that the soldiers did not shoot at them, but the one, who was taking the fatal shots, 

was a sniper. They said they could not see the sniperj[ TWKI\QWV and where the shots are 

fired from! When one watches the video of the events he or she could easily discern sniper 

shots amidst intensive automatic rifle shots.215 Another young eyewitness spoke to a prow

6ZLWiIV TV channel and swore that fatal shootings on the civilian people on the Bosporus 

Bridge were not from the soldiers, who were blocking the bridge, but from two people 

dressed in police uniforms, who were with a mini cooper type van at another direction.

Figure 5252 Top left, a prow5ZLWlIV aW]VO XMZ[WV [_MIZ[ \PI\ VW\ \PM [WTLQMZ[ WV \PM 2ZQLOM J]\ \_W XMWXTM QV
police uniforms fatally shot at the civilians from another direction.

216
Top right, another eyewitness at the Bridge 

says the snipers fatally shot at the people, who were trying to help the wounded and the ambulances at the 
scene.217 Bottom, the eyewitness at the Bosphorus Bridge tells the fatal shots were from a sniper they cannot 

spot.218

215 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz0kziyTlZo (video time 0:40)
216 hthttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiOJoaR-l4Y (video time 06:50)
217 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2NWTvGrls0 (video time 00:47)
218 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz0kziyTlZo (video time 06:50)
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?VKM 5ZLWlIVj[ MTMK\QWV IVL X]JTQKQ\a KWWZLQVI\WZ /WUR 9RdUQ and his son Abdullah 

>G^^OV 9RdUQ were among the civilians, who were killed by sniper shots at the Bosphorus 

2ZQLOM% ?TeWS IVL PQ[ [WV KIUM \W \PM 2ZQLOM MIZTa IVL XIZ\QKQXI\ML inin the protests, when the 

M^MV\[ [\IZ\ML% ?TeWSj[ _QNM 8ONGR 9RdUQ, at a TV program, explained in detail how his 

husband and son were targeted and killed by the sniper. She told the sniper definitely knew 

their identities in advance. 

Figure 5353 >QPIT ?TeWS M`XTIQV[ PW_ PMZ P][JIVL IVL [WV _MZM SQTTML deliberately by the sniper on the Bridge.219

Snipers were not reported only at the Bosphorus Bridge but at several locations in 

m[\IVJ]T% @rorow6ZLWiIV eyewitnesses, who went to rUVDQEWO Stock Exchange (Borsa 

rUVDQEWO) J]QTLQVO I\ mstinye, j[\IVJ]T, stated that there were two snipers on top of the 

building. For instance, 7fXROS /WMOT$ _PW _I[ _W]VLML VMIZ m[\IVJ]T C\WKS 5`KPIVOM$

stated inin an interview that there were two snipers on top of the building. Ali Usta and his wife 

Jale Usta stated that they were wounded by sniper shots from the top of the building. 220

>NK NKGJ UL YNK =YUIQ /]INGTMK 2OSSKY 5GWGJGt confirmed the sniper reports at an 

interview.221 1\ IVW\PMZ QV[\IVKM QV 1KkJILMU$ m[\IVJ]T$ Hasan Girgin was wounded and his 

friend was 0G_oR .KSOW SQTTML Ja I [VQXMZ IKKWZLQVO \W 7QZOQVj[ \M[\QUWVa I\ \PM KW]Z\%222

Figure 5454 LMN\ =f[TfU 5ZOQV states there were two snipers on top of \PM m[\IVJ]T C\WKS 5`KPIVOM building,
shooting and killing the people. 223 Bottom left wounded Ali Usta states that hehe and his wife were wounded by 

[PW\[ NZWU \PM [VQXMZ WV \WX WN \PM m[\IVJ]T C\WKS 5`KPIVOM%224

219 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wh1Zz-lLmMk (video time 43:11)
220 http://www.sabah.com.tr/yasam/2016/07/31/ayni-aileden-3-gazi
221 http://www.haberturk.com/ekonomi/is-yasam/haber/1275024-bomba-ihbari-var-deyip-borsa-istanbula-girmisler
222 https://www.haberler.com/acibadem-deki-turk-telekom-binasini-isgal-girisimi-9683975-haberi/
223 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnEvLRRfk4E (video time 01:00)
224 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHr9GT4LeYA (video time 01:50)
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Snipers _MZM IT[W [XW\\ML I\ 1\I\fZS 1QZXWZ\ QV 9[\IVJ]T% One prowAKP woman explained 

at a prow5ZLWlIV DF QV\MZ^QM_ \PI\ PQ[ [WV _I[ [PW\ Ja snipers in a black van at Ataturk 

Airport [PWZ\Ta JMNWZM \PM IZZQ^IT WN 5ZLWlIVj[ XTIVM%225 She stated the snipers were in a Ford 

Transit type van.

Figure 5555 Left, Muteber Ayabak explains at a prow5ZLWlIV DF KPIVVMT \PI\ PQ[ XZWw5ZLWlIV [WV Mahir Ayabak
(in the center) was shot dead by snipers in a black van on 15 July 2016. Right, a midi van (transporter), which 

was used to kidnap a person in Ankara on 21 December 2016.

In fact, the suspicious events with blacks vans have continued after 15 July 2016. Until 

now, thirteen people have been reported to be kidnapped in Ankara with mysterious black 

vans within the last several months. All kidnapped persons were purged government 

officials.226 227 228 Although the black vans and their plates were identified, the Government 

and the Police did not act upon these grave incidents.229 Likewise, 5ZLWlIV$ 1;@ IVL \PMQZ

collaborators in the Judiciary and the Police deliberately cover numerous civilian killings due 

to sniper shots and dodo not allow any investigation on the issue. The reason is simple. Any 

serious investigation wQTT ZM^MIT 5ZLWlIVj[ IVL C141Dj[ relations with the snipers and their 

actual role during the events.

Who Lynched Cadets and Soldiers?

On the night of 15 July 2016, many conscript soldiers and cadets were tasked against, 

what they were told as, widewscale terror activities in rUVDQEWO and Ankara. The ones on the 

Bosporus Bridge, like the others throughout the country, all surrendered early the next

morning. After the soldiers surrendered to the police, the militia groups attacked them. They 

were beaten, smashed with sharp objects and bats. Two cadets, Murat Tekin and <GMoV 

Enes Katran from Turkish Air Force Academywj[\IVJ]T and four military personnel were 

among the surrendered. They were unfortunately stabbed to death, strangled and their 

225 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaBTZnyurJ8 (video time 16:13)
226 http://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2017/04/25/ankarada-kacirilan-7-kisiye-nene-oldu/
227 http://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2017/06/29/ankarada-yakinlari-kacirilanlar-arayarak-esinizin-tehlikeye-

atiyorsunuz-dediler/
228 http://odatv.com/7-kisi-kacirildi-2504171200.html
229 http://magduriyetler.com/2017/04/20/ankarada-kacirilan-7-kisiyle-ilgili-sok-goruntuler/
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throats were slit. Some of them were even beheaded by knives, resembling ISILj[ JZ]\IT

executions.230 231 The attackers even tried to lynch a journalist, who tried to take photos of 

the lynching.232 Murderers yet remain unknown. The lynching took place in front of Police 

officers. Some police officers tried to stop the lynching and called extra support from the 

Istanbul Police Administration. The support, which was essential for a decisive intervention, 

was deliberately never sent. As of today, no criminal investigation concerning these lynches

has been initiated.233 234 235 236 237 238 239 240 241 242 243 (Caution: extremely disturbing video 

content!).

GM\ \PMZM Q[ VW R]LQKQIZa QV^M[\QOI\QWV JMKI][M 5ZLWlIV IVL \PM 1;@ 7W^MZVUMV\

deliberately prevent any official inquiry over the lynching and these murders. The reason is 

[QUXTM% 9N IV QVY]QZa [\IZ\[ Q\ _QTT UW[\ XZWJIJTa MVL ]X TQVS[ _Q\P 5ZLWlIV$ 1;@$ Ind SADAT. 

The people, who lynched cadets and soldiers on the Bosporus Bridge, most probably have 

\QM[ _Q\P >]ZM\\QV GkTLkz, SADAT, extremely racist organizations or mafia gangs.244 245

Figure 5656 Lynched cadets Murat Tekin and ISY}p Enes Katran

230 http://www.turksolu.com.tr/15-temmuzda-bogaz-koprusunde-linc-edilen-harp-okulu-ogrencisi-ragip-enes-katranin-

ailesiyle-soylesi/
231 http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/family-ofof-the-soldier-lynched-atat-bosporusus-bridge-hehe-was-smashed-with-bats-

131662.html
232 http://t24.com.tr/haber/koprudeki-gazeteci-bubu-fotograf-yuzunden-linc-ediliyordu-askerden-sonra-sira-size-gelecek-

dediler,350587
233 http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/568583/Silah_tasiyanlar__askeri_linc_edenler_yargilanacak_mi_.html
234 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQnDQUVaTwY
235 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_10rJRq18s
236 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSdHTXiYvDQ
237 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9UTxCOV21Q
238 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRnHLGgaNAQ
239 http://www.yaziyor.tv/erleri-linc-edenler-dede-nurettin-yildiz-tarikatindan-iddiasi/
240 http://www.haberdar.com/gundem/askerleri-linc-edip-oldurenlerin-dede-nurettin-yildiz-inin-tarikatindan-oldugu-iddia-

edildi-h37910.html
241 http://www.turkeytoday.net/kim-bubu-nurettin-yildizin-adamlari-turk-askerini-bogazlar-gazeteci-dover-elci-katlederler/
242 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-0GGCPpXGs
243 http://odatv.com/vid_video.php?id=8E603
244 http://www.turkeytoday.net/kim-bubu-nurettinin-yildizin-adamlari-turk-askerini-bogazlar-gazeteci-dover-elci-katlederler/
245 http://www.haberdar.com/gundem/askerleri-linc-edip-oldurenlerin-dede-nurettin-yildiz-inin-tarikatindan-oldugu-iddia-

edildi-h37910.html
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Figure 5757 Prow5ZLWlIV XIZIUQTQ\IZa <aVKPM[ KILM\[ IVL [WTLQMZ[ WV \PM 2W[XWZ][ 2ZQLOM WV ', :]Ta (&',% DPM
faces of the victims are deliberately obscured.
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Prow6ZLWiIV media and people shared felonious comments about the lynching.

Figure 5858 Top left, prow5ZLWlIV kCKTO +QOYl states: `The people beheaded the coupists!a Top right, User ~y{ 
y~}x{z| n^[E``EN *JKROGJGSF, who was at the Bridge during the events, writes on Twitter: `The dirt has been 

sent to its deserved placea Bottom left, his friend at the moment asks: fFQJ]i\ bX^[ SXK ]QN[N0h PM replies: 
f=b ]J\T R\ KNQNJMRWP"a Bottom right, same person as a response to a person, who opposes his statements, 

writes: fFX^UM bX^ URTN ]X \NN ]QN \XUMRN[i\ ]X[W JYJ[] K[JRW0a He has a ring with an old Turkic symbol, used 
Ja [WUM M`\ZMUMTa ZIKQ[\ XMWXTM QV D]ZSMa% DPQ[ XMZ[WVj[ active address: https://twitter.com/sonosmanli34_/media

At another instance, Mehmet Fatih Demirci, who took part atat the lynching, was later 

identified in an activity of +5:lX k+TGYUROGT =YZJKTY ?TOUTl, lecturing young AKP followers.

Demirci was also identified as a speaker at k=YWGYKMOI >NUZMNY 1WUZV UL Mustafa Kemal 

?TO[KWXOY^ %75?&l, Hatay, with a theme of k+ RUUQ GY MRUHGR VUROYOIXl on 07 December 

2016.246 247 He is the Chairman of MFD Energy Industry and Trade Limited Company (MFD 

246 https://www.facebook.com/events/926353474132885/ 
247 https://www.facebook.com/mkusdt/posts/652302968284983
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Energy Sanayi ve Ticaret <QUQ\ML nirketi). His prow6ZLWiIV twitter addresses are 

@MFatihDemirci and @MFD_44 (alias). Demirci is affiliated with j99.248

Figure 5959 Top left 1 and 2 Demirci participates at the Lynch. Top right 1$ PM [XMIS[ I\ 1;@j[ k+TGYUROGT =YZJKTY 
<QLRQi. Top right 2, he participates at an j99 event for Syrian children.249 Bottom left and center, he speaks at 

MKU University in Hatay province of Turkey on 07 December 2016. Bottom right; although he is a businessman, 
representing k7ZXROSX GY YNK ?TO[KWXOY^l organization, he makes a media announcement in front of Iranian 

Consulate in j[\IVJ]T on 14 December 2016 to protest Aleppo events.250

248 https://www.ihh.org.tr/haber/suriyeli-yetimlere-psikososyal-destek-calismasi-2927
249 http://beyazgazete.com/haber/2015/8/18/suriyeli-yetimlere-psiko-sosyal-destek-2833218.html
250 http://www.ozgurder.org/news_detail.php?id=4768
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1;@j[ i1VI\WTQIV C\]LMV\ EVQWVj frequently hosts leading AKP politicians as lecturers.

Figure 6060 Leading AKP figures with the Anatolian Student Union. Left to right: CGRdoT +QJUtanan, Minister of 
Justice ,KQOW ,U_JGt, and ,TGRqDQ _Q\P \PM EVQWVj[ ZMXZM[MV\I\Q^M[ L]ZQVO \PMQZ ^Q[Q\%

Some attackers were individuals from outside Turkey. They are alleged to work for Al 

Nusra, and thus for SADAT.251 8MIL WN m88 2fTMV\ GkTLkZkU KWVNM[[ML I\ I [XMMKP \PI\ 

foreign militia was employed during the events.

Figure 6161 Left, foreign militia, most probably affiliated with Al Nusra attack a Turkish soldier! Right, P}^V}d}_
explains how foreign fighters were employed on 15 July 2016.

251 http://www.ikincibolge.net/suriyeli-multeci-kilikli-teroristler-darbeye-katilan-turk-askerlerini-katletmis/20026/
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IMPACT OF SADAT ON TURKISH MILITARY 

After his selfwcoup in July 2016, 6ZLWiIV initiated a massive purge in state institutions 

and in the Military. He purged more than 150,000 state officials at various levels and directed 

arrests of 50,000 people. The purges and arrests were only possible with the extraordinary 

authorities provided by the declaration of State of Emergency, which was later extended 

multiple times, and a strand of constitutionally illegal Emergency Decrees. In fact, 

6UMZOMVK` 5MKZMM =I_[ J`XI[[ML \PM D]ZSQ[P AIZTQIUMV\f[ [KZ]\QV`% 6ZLWiIV \WWS

advantage of the circumstances and steered the Military into shallow waters by purging 

almost twowthirds of the generals, 90% of staff officers, thousands of officers, nonw

commissioned officers (NCOs) and other personnel without due process or investigation. Up 

to now, around 10,000 military officials, around 200 generals/admirals, and 16,500 military 

cadets were purged.252 GQ\P \PM PMTX WN C252Df[ LM^W\MM[ QV \PM >QTQ\IZ`$ 6ZLWiIV \IZOM\ML

the elite cadre of the Turkish Military. He eliminated almost all midwlevel generals, nearly all 

career officers, and huge numbers of other officers, NCOs, and even privates. Even the very 

young cadets, still at their early ages, were sacked from the military schools. Although the 

number of the purged personnel may seem a relatively small fraction of an almost 600,000 

manwpowered Military, in fact, the Military has lost its most skilled and trained leaders and 

staff. Decades of experience and knowledge have been lost. Now, the once mighty war 

machine is suffocating under unprecedented purges, arrests and incessant smear 

KIUXIQOV[ Z]V J` 6ZLWiIVf[ XZWXIOIVLI UIKPQVM%253

KS`d}hWdV[( [` S efSfW_W`f [` -+,+( eS[V: `>KH >XUNLVK 7LOLWDU\ VKRXOG! PXVW DQG ZLOO

EH FKDQJHGa.254 KS`d}hWdV[ fZW` bdabaeWV fZSf 8BG{e ;Wputy Prime Ministers, Foreign, 

Interior and Justice Ministers should be members of the Supreme Military Council, which 

decides for the top cadre of the Military. He also advocated that Turkish General Staff should 

be downgraded to advisory level, the Land, Air, and Maritime services should directly be 

subordinated to the Minister of Defense, and the Gendarmerie should be detached from the 

Military. All of his recommendations came into effect with Emergency Decree Laws since 15 

July 2016. 6ZLWiIV KPIVOML \PM composition of the Supreme Military Council and the chain 

of command of the Military by assigning service branches under the Defense Ministry and 

allocating Gendarmerie under the Minister of Interior. 6ZLWiIV IT[W \IZOM\ML \PM KWZM WN

military by shutting down all military high schools and by changing the structure of the military 

education institutions, academies, and war colleges.255 He drastically changed the structure 

of the Military, rendering the organization practically ineffective.256 257 258

252 https://turkeypurge.com/purge-in-numbers (as of 17 July 2017) 
253 https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/11/25/erdogans-secret-army-threat-nato/ 
254 http://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/askerler-sivil-anayasa-istedi-361968 
255 https://www.ft.com/content/c7fb203a-79b2-11e6-97ae-647294649b28 
256 http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/04/17/erdogans-relations-and-ties-with-radical-terrorist-organizations/\#\_ftn68  
257 https://www.haberler.com/tsk-da-ve-milli-savunma-bakanligi-nda-yapilan-8664459-haberi/ 
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9\ [MMU[ MI[a NWZ 5ZLWlIV \W NQTT ]X \PM OIX WN \PM X]ZOML XMZ[WVVMT _PQTM ITT [KI^MVOMZ[

are hovering on top. The process is underway to build G TK\ 7OROYGW^ UL /WJUtGT RU^GROXYX

at the expense of undermining the second largest Military in NATO. Those with radical 

tendencies, who did not have a chance to promote before 15 July 2016, are now able to 

come to the critical positions and ranks within the Turkish Military. Thus SADAT loyalists are 

filling the personnel vacuum caused by the ongoing massive purge.259 DIVZk^MZLQ KTIQU[ \PI\

with the new kIUSVKYKTY ULLOIKWXl, the Military would be even stronger.260

DIVZk^MZLQj[ XW[Q\QWV I[ 5ZLWlIVj[ 3PQMN 1L^Q[WZ ZMVLMZ[ PQU \PM IJQTQ\a \W QVNT]MVKM \PM

ZMKZ]Q\UMV\ XWTQKa WN >1D?j[ [MKWVL TIZOM[\ =QTQ\IZa% 261 DIZOM\QVO \PM =QTQ\IZaj[ 4>1$

5ZLWlIV KZIN\ML M`MK]\Q^M WZLMZ[ \W ^M[\ C141D WXMZI\Q^M[ _Q\P \PM \I[S WN ZMKZ]Q\QVO NWZ PQ[

new Military. In accordance with the Decree Law dated 31 October 2016, prowSADAT retired 

officers and NCOs are tasked in the recruitment of military personnel and cadets to the 

Turkish Military. 262 This critical change effectively defers the entire personnel policy of the 

Military to SADAD% DIVZk^MZLQ now has the opportunity to use his exwmilitary workforce to 

PMTX iC141D Y]ITQNQML KIVLQLI\M[j RWQV \PM =QTQ\IZa% For instance, AKP and SADAT, after 15 

July 2016, rushed the recruitment of officers for Special Operations Command, which is 

commanded by 6OKZYKTGTY 1KTKWGR DKQGO +QXGQGRRo. 263 264 1S[ISITTk _I[ 5ZLWlIVj[

infiltrator and provocateur in the Military during the selfwcoup.265

Figure 6262 1S[ISITTk [PISM[ PIVL[ _Q\P I 6ZMM CaZQIV 1ZUa NQOP\MZ QV CaZQI%

258Of note, in contemporary law, emergency decree law in principle should be related to the emergency situation and 
long-term structural changes normally are not to be expected. In practice, when the state of emergency ends decree laws 

]TZ_WP NQOZXQ UYQRRQO^U`Q* >ZaQ`Q\) ;\PZtMY MYP 7AE M\Q XMYU[_WM^UYS ^TQX RZ\ ]_N]^MY^UMW ]^\_O^_\MW OTMYSQ UY ^TQ
state system and in the rere-organization of the Military.
259 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/12/world/europe/ turkey-erdogan-purge.html?\_r=0
260 http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/04/17/erdogans-relations-and-ties-with-radical-terrorist-organizations/\#\_ftn68
261 https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/11/25/erdogans-secret-army-threat-nato/
262 Ibid
263 http://odatv.com/degil-askeri-egitim-gormek-harbiye-marsini-bile-ezberleyemediler-0607171200.html
264 http://odatv.com/erdogan-sadat-ile-turk-ordusuna-bunu-yapmaya-calisiyor-2906171200.html
265 https://www.aei.org/publication/turkish-officers-speak-erdogan-may-have-staged-coup/
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The Turkish Military is going through one of the most difficult times in its history. E8KF{e

second largest Military is now facing a significant change in its structure and culture. The 

impact is disastrous. Command and control effectiveness is only a mirage. Organizational 

planning and coordination capabilities are undermined. Highwtech equipment, including 

fighter aircraft, is well short on operators, especially competent, skilled and experienced 

ones. Mass dismissals after 15 July 2016 induced widespread anxiety inside the Turkish 

Military. Talking about morale is a futile attempt. One of the biggest dangers for the Turkish 

Military is that it becomes highly politicized and interest groups inside are now trying to 

occupy cornerstones as much as they can. 
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,9+6p(5'S REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS

SADAT: Guardian of the Second Turkish Revolution

SADAT can be appropriately KWUXIZML _Q\P \PM 9ZIVj[ Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(IRGC)C), also known as the k:GXJGWGTl %:KWXOGT LUW k1ZGWJXl). Such a comparison may 

XZW^QLM \PM XW\MV\QIT \ZIRMK\WZQM[ NWZ C141Dj[ QV^WT^MUMV\ QV D]ZSQ[P XWTQ\QK[$ I[ _MTT I[ Q\[

W_V QV[\Q\]\QWVIT M^WT]\QWV% 9\j[ worth to note that the IRGC is a fullwfledged organization that 

has evolved for almost four decades since the Iranian Revolution, whereas SADAT is just a 

fledgling institution, which seems to be following the footsteps of its Iranian counterpart in 

many respects. This time gap between the two should be taken into account throughout the 

following analysis. 

Figure 6363 The IRGC commanders in a meeting with Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei (from Islamic 
Republic News Agency).

To begin with, the Iranian Revolution (aka the Islamic Revolution or the 1979 Revolution) 

was the overthrow of Westernwbacked Shah dynasty and its replacement with an Islamic 

republic under the Grand Ayatollah Khomeini. During the Revolution, the IRGC was 

established as an umbrella organization, uniting a number of prowKhomeini groups and 
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militias. 266 Ggff[`Y fZWeW hSd[age Ydagbe faYWfZWd g`VWd BZa_W[`[{e TS``Wd( fZW @I>: efaaV

out as the central body with a task of stamping out dissident currents within the revolutionary 

movement. It was mainly structured as a counterweight to the regular military in order to 

bulwark the revolution against a possible coup. Enshrined in the Iranian law, the IRGC is 

defined as `DQ LQVWLWXWLRQ FRPPDQGHG E\ WKH =XSUHPH 6HDGHU ZKRVH SXUSRVH LV WR

protect the Islamic Revolution of Iran and its accomplishments, while striving 

FRQWLQXRXVO\"""WR VSUHDG WKH VRYHUHLJQW\ RI 1RGcV ODZ"a Today, the IRGC has become a 

deeply entrenched and multidimensional institution, functioning as a vast sociowpoliticalw

economic conglomerate, whose influence prevails in every part of Iranian political life and 

society.267 Members within the Iranian political system at all ranks from the president to local 

administrators come from the IRGC. The Guards run a huge apparatus of resources in 

media, education, economy, and security.  

In the security domain, in particular, the IRGC consists of two main operative bodies: 

h;KH 8WGU -RTFHi and h;KH )DULM 4LOLVLDi. The Quds Force specializes in foreign missions, 

providing training, funding, and weapons to extremist groups, such as Hezbollah, Hamas, 

and Iraqi insurgents. The Basij, which literally means zDaT[^[lSf[a`{( [e S bSdS_[^[fSdk Ydagb

tasked with providing popular support for the Iranian regime through mobilizing ordinary 

volunteers against domestic antiwregime movements by means of street violence and 

intimidation.268

The Comparison 

6ZLWiIV, notably after the very evidential 2013 corruption scandal, which involved him, 

his son, and several key people around him, developed paranoia about the possibility of an 

obligation to step down from his reign. He gradually took many steps to hammer the 

democratic developments in the recent Turkish political life and turn the direction of the 

country into a revolutionary wrap by drawing a line between the legacies of the Old and the 

New Turkey. 7WTTW_QVO \PM (+ ;]T` )'(, M^MV\[$ 6ZLWiIVf[ XIZIVWQI OZM_ M^MV JQOger and 

he started to openly criticize the Western leaders, especially the United States and the 

European Union, for not backing him after his selfwcoup. Capped by fZW xUagby a` ,0 Ag^k

2016, he intensified his efforts to portray his vision of the xNew Turkeyy( rising out of the 

ashes of the Old Turkey, mainly structured around the Westernwbacked secular 

establishment. 269

AZQWZ \W \PM 2XZQT )'(, KWV[\Q\]\QWVIT ZMNMZMVL]U QV D]ZSM`$ 6ZLWiIV used the diplomatic 

266 Ostovar, A. (September 7, 2016). Soldiers of the Revolution. Foreign Affairs. 
267 Wehrey, F. M. (2009). The rise of the Pasdaran: Assessing the domestic roles of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards 

Corps (Vol. 821): Rand Corporation. 
268 Naji, K. (January 29, 2015). Iran's Revolutionary Guards take lead on foreign affairs. BBC. from 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31037425 
269 Kocamaner, H. (2015). ;W^ @N^ <Z 8YMWPvaVgZ d@N^ E\YSN`e3 OYWU
https://www.brandeis.edu/crown/publications/meb/MEB91.pdf 
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rows with Netherlands as well as in different European countries, as pretexts to fuel more 

hostility toward the West while rallying support amongst his own constituency. 270 Such antiw

Western sentiments are very similar to the atmosphere during and after the Iranian Islamic 

Revolution. Nevertheless, whether 6ZLWiIVf[ ?M_ D]ZSM` IVL :ZIVf[ (/-/ BM^WT]\QWV IZM

analogous to one another is still open to further discussion, which is not the focus in this 

S`S^ke[e) NZSf [e _adW UW`fdS^ fa fZ[e b[WUW [e fZW [`cg[dk iZWfZWd J8;8K{e da^W Snd mentality 

during and after the selfwcoup bears a resemblance to those of the IRGC during and after the 

revolution in Iran. From an organizational standpoint, SADAT has some marked similarities 

to the IRGC.  

On 15 July 2016, SADAT immediately mobilized proc6ZLWiIV XIZIUQTQ\IZ` OZW]X[ I[

soon as the tanks started to roll in the streets at the beginning of the selfwcoup. These 

groups comprised paramilitary forces like Fe_S`^} FUS]^Sd}( iZaeW _W_TWde dWUW[hWV

unconventional warfare tactics from SADAT against formal troops. 271  These militias 

disguised as ordinary citizens in the crowds, neutralized 60wton battle tanks, and led people 

to act against the troops272. For countervailing against the revolting factions of the regular 

army, SADAT played a crucial role in NI^WZ WN 6ZLWiIVf[ Z]TM \PZW]OP Q\[ W_V WXMZI\Q^M[ I[

well as the Ak Youth militias. In this sense, such an organizational and operational structure 

is very much reminiscent of Basij militias within the IRGC. Basij militias played a similar role 

in Iran crushing the massive demonstrations to contest the rewelection of thenwPresident 

Ahmadinejad in 2009.273

SADAT, with the support of Turkish Intelligence (aka >jD), serves as an agent for 

foreign missions, which is similar to the Quds Force in the IRGC. In parallel to what the 

Iranian counterpart has been doing for decades by creating own proxies such as Hezbollah 

in Lebanon, SADAT has been working with the radical groups within the Syrian insurgents, 

including alwNusra Front, Ahrar ashwSham & Jaysh alwIslam and also the extremist groups in 

Libya, linked to alwQaeda and ISIL. 274 J8;8K{e abWdSf[a`e SdW egbbadfWV Tk ea_W Kgd][eZ

NGOs, including rmkaneDer and the Humanitarian Relief Foundation (r//). Both 

WZOIVQaI\QWV[ IZM \PM [\I]VKP []XXWZ\MZ[ WN 6ZLWiIV%

?[efad[US^^k( _gUZ aX GSeVSdS`{e bda_[`W`UW US_W i[fZ fZW @dS`wIraq War that took 

place right after the Revolution. It has become a process in which the IRGC consolidated its 

domestic stance, and, more importantly, marginalized the regular forces. 275  The cadres 

hailing from Shah Period were considerably eliminated during the war. In a similar way, 

6ZLWiIV$ _Q\PW]\ LMKTIZQVO IV ]T\QUI\M OWIT$ LMKQLML \W QV\MZ^MVM QV C`ZQI ZQOP\ IN\MZ \PM [MTNc

coup despite the unfavorable circumstances for the Turkish involvement in the conflict. 

Interestingly, a group of soldiers who seemed to actively participate in the coup events was 

270 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/13/turkey-summons-dutch-envoy-over-riot-police-tactics-in-rotterdam 
271 http://www.aei.org/publication/has-sadat-become-erdogans-revolutionary-guards/ 
272 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL9sV-rXTSw 
273 5Y\VW& :' #+))1$' 5JLSPYW\VMNY2 <YJVgZ CN]WT\[RWVJY` :\JYMZ' 6W\VLRT WV 9WYNRPV CNTJ[RWVZ' =\VN& ++'
274 http://www.aei.org/publication/has-sadat-become-erdogans-revolutionary-guards/ 
275 Wehrey, F. M. (2009). The rise of the Pasdaran: Assessing the domestic roles of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards 

Corps (Vol. 821): Rand Corporation. 
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sent to the battlefield, which was noticed during the 15 July trials in their absence.276

All of these suggest that SADAT, in the case of Turkey, has many similarities to the 

IRGC in Iran, especially in functioning as a guardian for the regime. After all, this analysis 

]VLMZ[KWZM[ \PI\ \PM UIQV UW\Q^I\QWV JMPQVL \PM TMILMZ[ WN :ZIVQIV BM^WT]\QWV IVL 6ZLWiIV

is common: to protect their regimes from the opposition in the form of dissident people and 

nonwloyal armies. In Iran, the panacea was devised and developed as an organization 

named IRGC. DPMZM IZM [\ZWVO [QOV[ \PI\ 6ZLWiIV IVL 2<A are following the same 

footsteps by putting flesh on the bones of SADAT.  

What the future holds for SADAT remains to be seen. For comparison with the IRGC 

Vai` fZW daSV( fZW S^Sd_[`Y \g`UfgdW Xad J8;8K{e bdaebWUf[hW fdS\WUfadk iag^V TW iZWfZWd [fe

influence in Turkey will be expanding to the other realms, particularly economic and social 

life. If so, a Turkish version of IRGC is more likely to arrive at the domestic and international 

fZWSfWd) KZW L`[fWV JfSfWe S^dWSVk VWe[Y`SfWV fZW @I>: Se S zZg_S` d[YZfe STgeWd{ [` -+,,

and debates are still underway in the US whether to designate the Guards as a terrorist 

organization. SADAT, on the same track with IRGC, may be a candidate for such 

designations on the international stage as the organization breaches international law by 

supporting radical terrorist groups abroad and violating human rights within the country. 

276 http://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi-sebebiyle-yargilanan-askerler-el-baba-gonderilmis-183241 
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CONCLUSION 

C252D Q[ I ^MZ` XZWNQ\IJTM IXXIZI\][ NWZ 6ZLWiIV to pursue his hidden agenda and fight 

his enemies in his quest for total power. Serious evidence indicates that SADAT, as an 

unsupervised, uncontrolled, unaudited special war entity,277 provided weapons and counterw

guerrilla training to ISIL, Al Nusra and some other extremist groups in the region. Igee[S{e

letter to United Nations Security Council, dated 01 February 2016, further [PW_[ 6ZLWiIVf[

ties with ISIL. 278 279 280 The cWQVKQLMVKM WN 6ZLWiIVf[ \PZMI\ening calls to European countries 

with the explosions in Europe increases \PM [][XQKQWV NWZ \PM TQVS[ JM\_MMV 6ZLWiIV IVL ISIL 

and other extremist groups in Syria, Libya and Europe.281

SADAT played a major role during and after 6ZLWiIVf[ [MTNccoup on 15 July 2016. 

SADAT and prowAKP militia are accused of slaying civilians and brutally slaughtering 

surrendered conscript soldiers and military cadets to aggravate the situation and increase the 

chaos. Deliberate prevention of due judicial processes J` 6ZLWiIV IVL PQ[ 8W^MZVUMV\

implies that many casualties dWeg^fWV Xda_ J8;8K{e orchestrated actions supervised by the 

masterminds of the selfwcoup. J[_[^Sd fa @dS`{e IWha^gf[a`Sdk >gSdV :adbe( SADAT evolves 

\W JMKWUM 6ZLWiIVf[ ZM^WT]\QWVIZ` O]IZL for establishing e new regime in the country. 

DIVZg^MZLQf[ IXXWQV\UMV\ I[ 6ZLWiIVf[ 4PQMN 2L^Q[WZ IN\MZ (+ ;]T` )'(, XI^ML \PM _I` NWZ I

swift reorganization of the state and the Military. KS`d}hWdV[{e [VWSe Xad dWefdgUfgd[`Y fZW

Military and the state institutions were realized by the emergency decree laws and the 

amendments to the constitution in April 2017. SADAT operatives are now authorized for the 

recruitment in the Turkish military.  

6ZLWiIV [MMU[ much determined to do whatever it takes to hold on to his power at the 

expense of sliding Turkey into an authoritarian state. His rhetoric, behaviors, and fraud in 

April 2017 constitutional referendum indicate that the chance for a peaceful transition of 

power from his rule is very slim. 6ZLWiIV OZIL]ITT` \]ZVed his paramilitary organizations into 

the tools for suppressing the dissidents inside and outside the country. 282 As J8;8K{e

effectiveness was specifically proven tested on 15 July 2016, 6ZLWiIV _W]TL VW\ PM[Q\I\M \W

use this tool in the future when he deems necessary, to shape the domestic politics, crush 

the opposition, and fuel a civilian unrest.283

277 http://sendika43.org/2016/07/oldurme-dersi-satan-ve-denetlenmeyen-bir-savas-sirketi-sadat/ 
278 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/2016/94 
279 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/aydoaean-vatanda/russian-letter-to-unsc-cl_b_9502784.html  
280 http://www.voltairenet.org/article191990.html 
281 https://tr.sputniknews.com/rusya/201512021019418111-rusya-isid-petrol-erdogan-turkiye/  
282 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ turkey-military-president-erdogan-armed-forces-hair-beards-

headscarves-a7614811.html 
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6ZLWiIVf[ XI\P Q[ not only dangerous for Turkey but also for the region, the Middle East, 

and Europe. For the democracy to prevail in Turkey again, 6ZLWiIV U][\ JM [\WXXML%

6ZLWiIV Q[ X]TTQVO \PM VI\QWV$ the country, and the region towards a cliff, where the chance of 

a hard fall is immense. The Turkish people should not close their eyes to the harsh reality. 

They U][\ IK\ QUUMLQI\MT` IVL ZM[WT]\MT` \W [\WX 6ZLWiIV IVL ZM^MZ\ \PM KW]V\Z` JIKS \W

democracy. The international community, including UN, NATO and EU should do their part to 

prevent this 21st Century Dictator drastically degrading international peace and stability. 
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! http://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/askerler-sivil-anayasa-istedi-361968 
! http://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/o-gece-sivil-kiyafetliler-olum-sacti-2509790 
! http://www.yenisakarya.com/28732-sakarya-ihh-vahseti-kinadi-haberi.html 
! http://www2.tbmm.gov.tr/d24/7/7‐10381s.pdf  
! https://15julyfacts.com/ 
! Zffbe5**b^ge)YaaY^W)Ua_*'DW^[ZKS`d}hWdV[
! https://tr.sputniknews.com/ortadogu/201612231026472030-sosyal-medya-suriyeli-bananin-babasi-

cihatci-mi/ 
! https://tr.sputniknews.com/rusya/201512021019418111-rusya-isid-petrol-erdogan-turkiye/  
! https://tr.sputniknews.com/rusya/201604011021899203-rusya-bm-turkiye-isid/ 
! https://tr-tr.facebook.com/UYANIKTURKLERKULUBU/posts/474479482571145 
! https://truthaholics.wordpress.com/2015/11/28/meet-the-man-who-funds-isis-bilal-erdogan-the-son-of-

turkeys-president/ 
! https://turkeypurge.com/purge-in-numbers 
! https://www.aei.org/publication/turkish-officers-speak-erdogan-may-have-staged-coup/ 
! https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/arsiv/gladyo-merkezinin-baskani-askeri-kampi-kesfe-gitti 
! https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/blackwater-sadat-ve-ihh or can be retrieved from 

https://friendsofkosovo.wordpress.com/2013/12/16/ blackwater-sadat-and-the-ihh/ 
! https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-04-18/the-fraud-claims-tainting-turkey-s-referendum-

win-quicktake-q-a 
! https://www.durushaber.com.tr/dis-haberler/erdogan-in-agirladigi-kisi-cihatci-mi-h1657.html 
! https://www.evrensel.net/haber/291606/siviller-silahlandirildi-mi 
! https://www.facebook.com/events/926353474132885/  
!  https://www.facebook.com/mkusdt/posts/652302968284983 
! https://www.ft.com/content/c47ee706-1dc3-11e7-b7d3-163f5a7f229c 
! https://www.ft.com/content/c7fb203a-79b2-11e6-97ae-647294649b28 
! https://www.haber3.com/guncel/erdogan039in-danismani-gorevinden-ayrildi-haberi-4407769 
! https://www.haberler.com/acibadem-deki-turk-telekom-binasini-isgal-girisimi-9683975-haberi/ 
! ttps://www.haberler.com/gundem-22-mart-2017-9403733-haberi/  
! https://www.haberler.com/kidemli-albay-ak-parti-den-aday-adayi-oldu-2594338-haberi/ 
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! https://www.haberler.com/rusya-isid-in-petrolu-turkiye-ye-gitmeye-devam-7979557-haberi/ 
! https://www.haberler.com/tsk-da-ve-milli-savunma-bakanligi-nda-yapilan-8664459-haberi/ 
! https://www.habersert.com/gundem/eli-silahli-bir-sivil-fethullahci-ve-laikci-kopekler--1276.html 
! https://www.ihh.org.tr 
! https://www.ihh.org.tr/haber/suriyeli-yetimlere-psikososyal-destek-calismasi-2927 
! https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/08/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-coup-ataturk.html?_r=0 
! https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/12/world/europe/ turkey-erdogan-purge.html?\_r=0 
! https://www.rt.com/news/327222-isis-fighters-turkey-training/ 
! https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/13/turkey-summons-dutch-envoy-over-riot-police-tactics-in-

rotterdam 
! https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/16/turkish-military-says-mit-shipped-weapons-to-al-

qaeda 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9UTxCOV21Q 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=angZWlvibJ0 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQnDQUVaTwY 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCV5kS2Smd0 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN9XO2pVbKE 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz0kziyTlZo 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiOJoaR-l4Y 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqOTY7uNDyY 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRnHLGgaNAQ 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_10rJRq18s 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSdHTXiYvDQ 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2NWTvGrls0 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-0GGCPpXGs 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHr9GT4LeYA 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3u648Eq638 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL9sV-rXTSw 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnEvLRRfk4E 
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaBTZnyurJ8  
! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wh1Zz-lLmMk 
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Exhibit 21 



Turkish paramilitary firm Sadat’s CEO
admits working with Turkish intelligence
agency MIT
F\ Abdullah Bozkurt b :E\ (" (&('

@EHEX!W LIEHUYEVXIVW MR 7WXERFYP$

Abdullah Bozkurt/Stockholm

FTQ 57A [R Fa^WU_T \^UbM`Q YUXU`M^e O[Z`^MO`[^ EMPM`$ M \M^MYUXU`M^e aZU` X[eMX `[ `TQ ;_XMYU_`

\^Q_UPQZ` [R Fa^WQe$ MPYU``QP \aNXUOXe `TM` `TQ RU^Y c[^W_ cU`T Fa^WU_T UZ`QXXUSQZOQ MSQZOe ?;F MZP

$

!



O[[^PUZM`Q_ MO`U[Z_ cU`T Fa^WU_T PU\X[YM`_ MZP PQRQZ_Q [RRUOUMX_&

;Z M bUPQ[ [N`MUZQP Ne @[^PUO ?[ZU`[^ R^[Y M ^MPU[ UZ`Q^bUQc$ 3XU =MYUX ?QXUT FMZ^pbQ^PU cM_

^QO[^PQP M_ _MeUZS `TM` `TQ RU^Y O[YYaZUOM`Q_ cU`T `TQ _\e MSQZOe cTQZ U` O[Z_UPQ^_ ^Q]aQ_`_ R^[Y M

R[^QUSZ QZ`U`e `[ \^[bUPQ YUXU`M^e$ PQRQZ_Q MZP `QOTZUOMX M__U_`MZOQ&

mHQ P[ `TQ R[XX[cUZS cTQZ cQ ^QOQUbQ MZ [RRQ^ `TM` YQQ`_ [a^ [cZ _Q^bUOQ \^[bU_U[Z O^U`Q^UM& HQ

O[YYaZUOM`Q `TQ [RRQ^ R^[Y M O[aZ`^e `[ `TQ Fa^WU_T 8[^QUSZ ?UZU_`^e& HQ MX_[ \^[bUPQ UZR[^YM`U[Z `[

`TQ @M`U[ZMX ;Z`QXXUSQZOQ A^SMZUfM`U[Z K?;FL MZP `TQ ?UZU_`^e [R 6QRQZ_Q MN[a` `TQ ^Q]aQ_` MZP M_W

R[^ `TQU^ bUQc_& FTU_ U_ `TQ cMe cQ c[^W$n _MUP FMZ^pbQ^PU UZ MZ UZ`Q^bUQc cU`T M X[OMX ^MPU[ _`M`U[Z [Z

<MZaM^e **& *(*)&

FMZ^pbQ^PU U_ OTMU^YMZ [R `TQ N[M^P [R EMPM` GXa_XM^M^M_p EMbaZYM 6MZpvYMZXpW tZvMM` EMZMeU bQ

FUOM^Q` 3Z[ZUY uU^WQ`U$ M R[^%\^[RU` O[Y\MZe `TM` cM_ _Q` a\ Ne TU_ RM`TQ^ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU MZP TU_

M__[OUM`Q_ [Z 8QN^aM^e **$ *()*& :U_ RM`TQ^ U_ M R[^YQ^ YUXU`M^e [RRUOQ^ cT[ _Q^bQP M_ M OTUQR MPbU_[^

`[ B^Q_UPQZ` DQOQ\ FMeeU\ 7^P[sMZ R[^ eQM^_&

?QPUM Q^^[^2 8[^YM`"_# Z[` _a\\[^`QP [^ _[a^OQ"_# Z[` R[aZP

2S[RPSEH 4MPI+ LXXTW+%%RSVHMGQSRMXSV$GSQ%[T#GSRXIRX%YTPSEHW%(&('%&)%:IPMLDAERVMZIVHMDZMHIS$QT*-D,'



FTQ O[Y\MZeo_ Q_`MNXU_TYQZ` O[UZOUPQP cU`T `TQ _`M^` [R `TQ 3^MN ^Qb[Xa`U[Z_ Pa^UZS cTUOT Fa^WQeo_

;_XMYU_` ^aXUZS <a_`UOQ MZP 6QbQX[\YQZ` BM^`e "3=B# UZbQ_`QP UZ \[XU`UOMX$ PU\X[YM`UO MZP RUZMZOUMX M_

cQXX M_ YUXU`M^e OM\Ù MX `[ \^[\ a\ \[XU`UOMX ;_XMYU_` S^[a\_ UZ `TQ ?UPPXQ 7M_` MZP @[^`T 3R^UOM& EMPM`

OMYQ UZ TMZPe UZ \^[bUPUZS PQRQZ_Q O[aZ_QXUZS$ `MO`UOMX MPbUOQ MZP YUXU`M^e \^[Oa^QYQZ` UZ \M^MXXQX

cU`T 7^P[sMZo_ MYNU`U[Z `[ N^UZS ;_XMYU_`_ `[ \[cQ^ UZ `TQ ?7@3 ^QSU[Z&

?QXUT FMZ^pbQ^PU OXMUYQP EMPM` cM_ Z[` Q_`MNXU_TQP `[ YMWQ Y[ZQe$ MX`T[aST `^MPQ ^QSU_`^e PM`M

_T[c_ U` cM_ M O[YYQ^OUMX RU^Y cU`T OM\U`MX MZP _TM^QT[XPQ^_& mFTQ QRR[^`_ cQ TMbQ Qd\QZPQP cQ^Q R[^

M YU__U[Z& ; YQMZ$ `TQ S[MX U_ Z[` `[ YMWQ Y[ZQe$n FMZ^pbQ^PU _MUP$ MPPUZS `TM` mFa^WQe U_ Y[bUZS

`[cM^P_ NQO[YUZS M SX[NMX \[cQ^&n :Q \^MU_QP 7^P[sMZo_ XQMPQ^_TU\ UZ `TU_ YU__U[Z MZP PQ_O^UNQP `TQ

\^Q_UPQZ` M_ `TQ NUSSQ_` RMO`[^ UZ Fa^WQeo_ YUXU`M^e QZSMSQYQZ`_ [Z _QbQ^MX O[Z`UZQZ`_&

FMZ^pbQ^PU O[ZRU^YQP MXXQSM`U[Z_ ^MU_QP Ne `TQ Fa^WQeo_ [\\[_U`U[Z XMcYMWQ^_ cT[ cQ^Q M_WUZS MN[a`

EMPM`o_ XUZW_ `[ `TQ UZ`QXXUSQZOQ MSQZOe& FTQ [\\[_U`U[Z MX_[ _aNYÙ `QP \M^XUMYQZ`M^e ]aQ_`U[Z_ `[ `TQ

S[bQ^ZYQZ` MN[a` `TQ MXXQSQP ^[XQ [R EMPM` UZ `^MUZUZS ;_XMYUO E`M`Q UZ ;^M] MZP Ee^UM ";E;E# MZP

Ee^UMZ MX%CMQPM S^[a\ <MNTM` MX%@a_^MT "MX%@a_^M 8^[Z`# RUST`Q^_& ?[^Q[bQ^$ EMPM` cM_ MOOa_QP [R

`^MUZUZS VUTMPU_`_ _QZ` Ne Fa^WQe `[ RUST` R[^ `TQ 9[bQ^ZYQZ` [R @M`U[ZMX 3OO[^P "9@3# UZ >UNeM&

Sadat’s trade registry filings when it was first established in 2012:

:U_ RM`TQ^ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU U_ MZ UY\[^`MZ` RUSa^Q UZ 7^P[sMZo_ UZZQ^ OU^OXQ& 3X`T[aST TQ XQR` TU_

[RRUOUMX \[_U`U[Z M_ OTUQR YUXU`M^e MPbU_[^ `[ 7^P[SMZ UZ <MZaM^e *(*($ TQ _`UXX \XMe_ M O^aOUMX ^[XQ UZ `TQ

S[bQ^ZYQZ`o_ PQRQZ_Q MZP YUXU`M^e _`^M`QSe& :Q MZZ[aZOQP Pa^UZS `TQ *()1 ;_XMYUO GZU[Z 5[ZS^Q__

`TM` TU_ [^SMZUfM`U[Z TMP NQQZ c[^WUZS `[ \MbQ `TQ cMe R[^ `TQ X[ZS%McMU`QP YMTPU "\^[\TQ_UQP

^QPQQYQ^ [R ;_XMY#$ R[^ cT[Y `TQ QZ`U^Q ?a_XUY c[^XP U_ cMU`UZS& FTQ UY\XUOM`U[Z cM_ `TM` B^Q_UPQZ`

7^P[sMZ U_ `TQ Qd\QO`QP XQMPQ^ MZP YMTPU&

9SEHMRK$$$See Page 7 Below



AERVcZIVHM" JSYRHIV SJ @EHEX" ZMWMXIH 9MF\E MR :E\ (&') ERH QIX [MXL 9MF\ER QMPMXEV\ SJJMGMEPW$

EMPM` TM_ NQQZ UZb[XbQP UZ M ZaYNQ^ [R 3^MN MZP 3R^UOMZ ZM`U[Z_$ \^[bUPUZS YUXU`M^e `^MUZUZS MZP

[RRQ^UZS O[aZ_QXUZS UZ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q _`^M`QSUQ_& ;` TQX\_ \^[Y[`Q `TQ Fa^WU_T PQRQZ_Q UZPa_`^e$

cTUOT Ne MZP XM^SQ U_ O[Z`^[XXQP Ne 7^P[sMZo_ RMYUXe MZP M__[OUM`Q_& ;` TM_ \XMeQP M O^U`UOMX ^[XQ UZ `TQ

YM__UbQ \a^SQ [R \^[%HQ_`Q^Z [RRUOQ^_ R^[Y `TQ Fa^WU_T YUXU`M^e _UZOQ *(). Pa^UZS cTUOT 0( \Q^OQZ`

[R MXX RXMS [RRUOQ^_ cQ^Q PU_YU__QP MZP'[^ VMUXQP [Z RMN^UOM`QP OTM^SQ_&

HTQZ U` cM_ RU^_` Q_`MNXU_TQP UZ ;_`MZNaX UZ *()* cU`T *+ _TM^QT[XPQ^_ MZP XQP Ne 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU$

`TQ _O[\Q [R U`_ Na_UZQ__ MO`UbU`UQ_ cM_ XU_`QP UZ Qd`QZ_UbQ PQ`MUX$ UZOXaPUZS `TQ \a^OTM_Q [R MXX WUZP_ [R

YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q Q]aU\YQZ` UZOXaPUZS \XMZQ_ MZP _TU\_& FTQ O[Y\MZe _MUP U` c[aXP _QQW `[ \^[`QO`

`TQ UZ`Q^Q_`_ [R Fa^WQe cTQZ [RRQ^UZS `QOTZUOMX$ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q O[aZ_QXUZS _Q^bUOQ_ [^ \a^OTM_UZS

M^Y_ MZP MYYaZU`U[Z& ;` TMP MZ UZU`UMX \MUP%UZ OM\U`MX [R .,+$((( Fa^WU_T XU^M "!+./$(((#$ cTUOT

M\\QM^_ `[ NQ M Y[PQ_` RUSa^Q R[^ M O[Y\MZe UZb[XbQP UZ `TQ YaX`U%NUXXU[Z P[XXM^ YUXU`M^e MZP PQRQZ_Q

UZPa_`^e YM^WQ`&

Sadat’s shareholders as of 2020:

Fc[ Y[Z`T_ XM`Q^$ EMPM` MYQZPQP U`_ M^`UOXQ_ [R UZO[^\[^M`U[Z `[ TMbQ M R^QQ TMZP UZ U`_ MO`UbU`UQ_& AZ

<aZQ *0$ *(). EMPM` UZO^QM_QP U`_ [\Q^M`UZS OM\Ù MX `[ 00($((( Fa^WU_T XU^M& FTQ OM\Ù MX cM_ Ra^`TQ^

UZO^QM_QP `[ )$-0,$((( Fa^WU_T XU^M UZ @[bQYNQ^ *(*(& FTQ O[Y\MZe Y[bQP U`_ [RRUOQ `[ U`_ Oa^^QZ`

X[OM`U[Z UZ ;_`MZNaXo_ 4QeXUWPkfk PU_`^UO` UZ ?Me *()1&

9SEHMRK$$$See Last Page



FTQ N[M^P [R PU^QO`[^_ O[Y\^U_Q_ 3PZMZ FMZ^pbQ^PU$ TU_ _[Z 3XU =MYUX ?QXUT$ ?QTYQ` JQXWM$ ?QTYQ`

@MOU 7RQ MZP :MXaW IpXPp^pY& FMZ^pbQ^PU MZP TU_ _[Z T[XP `TQ YMV[^U`e _`MWQ UZ `TQ O[Y\MZe&

8[^`e%_QbQZ [`TQ^ _TM^QT[XPQ^_ cQ^Q XU_`QP M_ R[XX[c_ M_ [R @[bQYNQ^ *(*(2

3XU hfPQZ$ ?QTYQ` 6QYU^`Mv$ ?a_`MRM @QVM` 9kbQZi$ ?a_`MRM 4[fSQeUW$ ?QTYQ` 7YUZ =[iMW$ =QYMX

uMTUZ$ ?QTYQ` JQXWM$ DQvM` 8UPMZ$ ?a_`MRM 4MvM^MZ$ 7^_MZ 7^Sk^$ :aXa_U 9kXQZ$ :MeM`U 3`MXMe$ 3XU

5[vM^$ 3TYQ` 5QZSUf FMZSj^QZ$ 3TYQ` FMeXMZ$ 5QZSUf GfaZ$IMWa\ 7bU^SQZ$ IMTeM hf`k^W$ @a^Q``UZ

IMbaf$ ?QTYQ` tXTMZ$ ?a_`MRM :MOpYa_`MRM[saXXM^p$ 7eea\ t_YMUX =pXpZi$ ?QTYQ` 3NPaXXMT =M\XMZ$

A_YMZ =MiYMf$ JMRQ^ uMTUZ$ gQ`UZ gMZMW$ A^TMZ 3PUeMYMZ$ ?a_`MRM 7^[X$ EMN^U 4MXMYMZ$ 5[vWaZ

IkW_QX$ ?QTYQ` gMWU^[sXa$ ?QTYQ` IkW_QX 9kZQv$ hYQ^ IQZUOU$ EQXMTM``UZ 3^_XMZ$ IMbaf EaXaYQvQ$

3TYQ` Fk^WMZ$ 8Q`TU =p^MZ$ 9k^OMZ AZM`$ t^RMZ gMXUvWMZ$ ?QTYQ` tZWMeM$ EMPUp BMW_[e$ IMbaf

JkXUWM^[sXa$ :Me^Q``UZ =[OM[sXa$ EMUP 5QeTMZ$ EQRM 9jfQ$ t_YMUX =M\XMZ MZP FMZ_QX 5MbU` =aXMW&

/PM 8EQMP :IPML AERVcZIVHM" XLI 13< SJ @EHEX$
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million dollars to frame innocents in the
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assassination
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An Islamist with suspected terror links ran

for nomination on Turkey’s ruling party

ticket in national election
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38*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³`��n� WK�ZKk/
39*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ �t� bIX¤GI(
40*36³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 16+200(00³dY( �| + `� K��« M|� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³bt²n� K¤HDW(
41*9³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M}� P��|&³]R!�u³cnp�| FDRDSDW
42*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³\gl©z³ZDP\Yb>
43*3³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+350(00³]R!³�| + M}� ��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³\mqh³S kP/
44*6³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³¤zu³M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ct�n{n��}� D[\RDW
45*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³c¦�t��n� WVYV^�/
46*2³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 900(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� i¦�&³]R!³�u³dn��t� Nn�|� P_RDP³
47*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in{�n  kd¡bW/ "

48*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³%³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in��� Ia¤[LIW(
49*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³in��� \_R_T«I(
"!#$ {|��t�tf³�t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ M|� ct�}� i¦� &³ ]R!³ �u³ in���
d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
5e1*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³knxu� «DNW!³s}�2
`�rt�| �t��n�t�| �t²�|� tst� 880+000(00³]R!³�}� �n�n�« �n�st� ¥st��|²�|�2 03-11-2020³
�n�}{ �t 2020-02³ �n��� �n�«�« 20741³ c|r|� ���n�n�« ct�pt�� Z�{n�tptr| Zn�| Z¦²n�}�
K{�t� KbOV�( �n�nv¯�sn� �t��|� ts|��|²�|�2
T|��t �t�t��t�| �n�n �n�«�«s¯�2
T|��t �t�t��t�| ��{�t�|w �¨�¦��t� {n�}�st pn��«�«�np|�|�2
ct��n�t�|� �n�n�« ¥st��tst� {n�|�|�t �n�«�« tu��m³�t�ts| ¤«�n�«�n�n�2

$2-D-+�2-588135&³

T(:( 8UQR6 T�:6Q=T R�:�H� I�<�QH���&N;=M

�m[r R�v[ Mt5 ,0.0/
KQR�R Mt5 +,4,,,11+,,++++,
Tg^[vaz Rg^go*ty}[ Mt5 ,+4131

Tg^[vaz Ur|[r�5
8UQR6 �=D ;=MT6 6�@Y W= ;�� R6�H@�@ H�LT=; ��FT�

6_vay 5 Ram�{k]a} I[f[mmayg Pvtc(Ta�tk :[_( Mt5 -+2 8 X�m_�v�p)8{vy[
i��n�«sn p|�z|�t�| �t�|�t� ²}��t� |�t |�z|�| ��n�n� g¬g£¥lg³pt�|��|�t� {�����n� �¦s¦��¦©¦�¦�t
«p�n� ts|�t� pt�zt�t�t |��|�nst� �t d¦�� d|rn�t� Wn����'�n ��z�� ��n�n� 12+11+2020³
�n�}{}�st �t�r|� ts|�s|©| |�n� ������2

+Ot�n�« >?2cn�xosn&³

Sgllm³6*
±}��t�}� �t��n�t�|/ pt{t�| ;<7/77 d¦�� Y}�n�«
1+584+000(00³ d¦�� Y|�n�« st©t�}�sts|�2 M�
±}��t�}� �t��n�t�|/ pt{t�| ;<7/77 d¦�� Y}�n�«
1+584+000(00³ d¦�� Y|�n�« st©t�}�sts|�2 M�
543+150(00³ ]R!�u³ $Fm¬³ i¦� W«�� ��³ M}� i¦� P��| - ]R!�u³
1+584+000(00³ d¦�� Y|�n�« st©t�}�sts|�2 M�
543+150(00³ ]R!�u³ $Fm¬³ i¦� W«�� ��³ M}� i¦� P��| - ]R!�u³
{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
543+150(00³ ]R!�u³ $Fm¬³ i¦� W«�� ��³ M}� i¦� P��| - ]R!�u³
{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
3*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
3*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
4*4³
3*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
4*4³
5*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
4*4³
5*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
6*231³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 103+950(00³]R!³�u³ $³
5*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
6*231³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 103+950(00³]R!³�u³ $³
Wn�|� Zt�}{ ]DX[OaI[H¤(
6*231³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 103+950(00³
Wn�|� Zt�}{ ]DX[OaI[H¤(
7*200³
Wn�|� Zt�}{ ]DX[OaI[H¤(
7*200³
8*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
7*200³
8*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
9*8³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³]R!³�u³
8*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
9*8³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³]R!³�u³
10*10³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³
9*8³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³]R!³�u³
10*10³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³
11*30³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 13+500(00³
10*10³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³
11*30³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 13+500(00³11*30³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 13+500(00³

i¦�&³]RB³�u³i¦�&³]RB³�u³Tn���
bORHO[OS(bORHO[OS(
15*30³
bORHO[OS(
15*30³ Mt²�¦� &³ ]R!³ �u³ Tn�n�|

i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³Tn��t��}�
15*30³ Mt²�¦� &³ ]R!³ �u³ Tn�n�|

i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³Tn��t��}�
PYGDYLR_(PYGDYLR_(PYGDYLR_(

M}� Mt²�¦�&³]R!³�u³T����| L�RIW(
i¦�&³]R!³�u³ª�yn� �KYV±WK^/

M}� Mt²�¦�&³]R!³�u³T����| L�RIW(
i¦�&³]R!³�u³ª�yn� �KYV±WK^/

&³]R!³�u³ª��n|� PDZRDW(
i¦�&³]R!³�u³ª�yn� �KYV±WK^/

&³]R!³�u³ª��n|� PDZRDW(
20*40³ ct�|� M}�&³]R!³�u³Wt�n� «DNW(

&³]R!³�u³ª��n|� PDZRDW(
20*40³ ct�|� M}�&³]R!³�u³Wt�n� «DNW(

��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³S+\gul³GIbMDW
20*40³ ct�|� M}�&³]R!³�u³Wt�n� «DNW(

��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³S+\gul³GIbMDW
$³Fm¬³M}� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t� Kps¶��n{

��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³S+\gul³GIbMDW
$³Fm¬³M}� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t� Kps¶��n{

]R!³�u³ $³��³M}� K��« i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t�
$³Fm¬³M}� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t� Kps¶��n{

]R!³�u³ $³��³M}� K��« i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t�
tst� 36+000(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ `��� K��« M}� &³ ]R!³ �u

]R!³�u³ $³��³M}� K��« i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t�
tst� 36+000(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ `��� K��« M}� &³ ]R!³ �u

�t�np¦� tst� 19+800(00³]R!³�u³ + `� O���� M}� ct�}�
tst� 36+000(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ `��� K��« M}� &³ ]R!³ �u

�t�np¦� tst� 19+800(00³]R!³�u³ + `� O���� M}� ct�}�
26*15³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 6+750(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M|�
�t�np¦� tst� 19+800(00³]R!³�u³ + `� O���� M}� ct�}�
26*15³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 6+750(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M|�

ORMDW(³27*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³ $³M}�
26*15³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 6+750(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M|�

ORMDW(³27*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³ $³M}�
OXPD³bD(

ORMDW(³
OXPD³bD(

tst� 403+200(00³]R!³
OXPD³bD(

tst� 403+200(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� i¦� ��³M}� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t�
�t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³ �u³ ��³M|� K��« �u³ Zt{�t�

tst� 403+200(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� i¦� ��³M}� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³Zt{�t�
�t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³]R!³�u³ $³��³M|� K��« i¦�&³]R!³�u³ Zt{�t�

30*40³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 18+000(00³ dY( �| + `� ct�}� M}� &³]R!³ �u³
�t�np¦� tst� 3+600(00³]R!³�u³ $³��³M|� K��« i¦�&³]R!³�u³ Zt{�t�

30*40³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 18+000(00³ dY( �| + `� ct�}� M}� &³]R!³ �u³
31*32³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 14+400(00³]R!³�u³ $³`� O¥�� M}� O¥�� i¦�&

30*40³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 18+000(00³ dY( �| + `� ct�}� M}� &³]R!³ �u³
31*32³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 14+400(00³]R!³�u³ $³`� O¥�� M}� O¥�� i¦�&

FD«D[DW(³32*44³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 8@2?77/77 dY( �| + `� O���� M|�
31*32³ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 14+400(00³]R!³�u³ $³`� O¥�� M}� O¥�� i¦�&

FD«D[DW(³32*44³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 8@2?77/77 dY( �| + `� O���� M|�
&³]R!³ Z���nxo FYdLIbOP³33*9³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³ $³O¥��

FD«D[DW(³32*44³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 8@2?77/77 dY( �| + `� O���� M|�
&³]R!³�¥³Z���nxo FYdLIbOP³33*9³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³ $³O¥��

M«� P��«&³=R!�¥³Z���nxo I[YR(³34*14³¸|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� l 6+300(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M}� ��
&³]R!³�¥³Z���nxo FYdLIbOP³33*9³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³ $³O¥��

M«� P��«&³=R!�¥³Z���nxo I[YR(³34*14³¸|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� l 6+300(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M}� ����
i�� &³ ]R³ �¥³Z���nxo MDGOS`\]DYL_RRD[O(³ 35*50³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 992<77 00³

P��«&³=R!�¥³
&³ ]R³ �¥³

M«� P��«&³=R!�¥³Z���nxo I[YR(³34*14³¸|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� l 6+300(00³]R!³�u³$³K��« M}� ����
i�� &³ ]R³ �¥³Z���nxo MDGOS`\]DYL_RRD[O(³ 35*50³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 992<77 00³
]R!³�u³ $³i|��| ¤zu³M}� Fm¬³i¦� '³]R!³�u³ Z���nxo ^t�n� S¡hP^�/ 36*16³{|��t�t �t�nq¦�
i�� &³ ]R³ �¥³Z���nxo MDGOS`\]DYL_RRD[O(³ 35*50³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 992<77 00³
]R!³�u³ $³i|��| ¤zu³M}� Fm¬³i¦� '³]R!³�u³ Z���nxo ^t�n� S¡hP^�/ 36*16³{|��t�t �t�nq¦�
tst� 7+200(00³]R!³�u³ $³bmlu³M}� Ozu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³ ^��t��|� bDa`d(³37*10³{|��t�t �t�np¦�
]R!³�u³ $³i|��| ¤zu³M}� Fm¬³i¦� '³]R!³�u³ Z���nxo ^t�n� S¡hP^�/ 36*16³{|��t�t �t�nq¦�
tst� 7+200(00³]R!³�u³ $³bmlu³M}� Ozu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³ ^��t��|� bDa`d(³37*10³{|��t�t �t�np¦�
tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M|� Fm¬³i¦�- dY( �| `�{n� DHObDSDW(³
tst� 7+200(00³]R!³�u³ $³bmlu³M}� Ozu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³ ^��t��|� bDa`d(³37*10³
tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M|� Fm¬³i¦�- dY( �| `�{n� DHObDSDW(³
38*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³`��n�
tst� 4+500(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M|� Fm¬³i¦�- dY( �| `�{n� DHObDSDW(³
38*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³`��n� WK�ZKk/
39*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ �t� bIX¤GI(
38*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³`��n� WK�ZKk/
39*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ �t� bIX¤GI(
40*36³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 16+200(00³dY( �| + `� K��« M|� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³bt²n� K¤HDW(
39*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ �t� bIX¤GI(
40*36³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 16+200(00³dY( �| + `� K��« M|� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³bt²n� K¤HDW(
41*9³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M}� P��|&³]R!�u³cnp�| FDRDSDW
40*36³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 16+200(00³dY( �| + `� K��« M|� ¤zu³i¦�&³]R!³�u³bt²n� K¤HDW(
41*9³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M}� P��|&³]R!�u³cnp�| FDRDSDW
42*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³\gl©z³ZDP\Yb>
41*9³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 4+050(00³]R!³�u³$³O¥�� M}� P��|&³]R!�u³cnp�| FDRDSDW
42*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³\gl©z³ZDP\Yb>
43*3³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+350(00³]R!³�| + M}� ��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³\mqh³S kP/
42*4³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³]R!³�u³$³M|� ct�|� i¦�&³]R!³�u³\gl©z³ZDP\Yb>
43*3³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+350(00³]R!³�| + M}� ��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³\mqh³S kP/
44*6³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³¤zu³M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ct�n{n��}� D[\RDW
43*3³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1³+350(00³]R!³�| + M}� ��³i¦� P��|&³]R!³�u³\mqh³S kP/
44*6³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³¤zu³M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ct�n{n��}� D[\RDW

{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� �u³$³ M|� &³]R!³�u³c¦�t��n� WVYV^�/
44*6³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³¤zu³M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³ct�n{n��}� D[\RDW
45*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³c¦�t��n� WVYV^�/
46*2³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 900(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� i¦�&³]R!³�u³dn��t� Nn�|� P_RDP³
45*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³c¦�t��n� WVYV^�/
46*2³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 900(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� i¦�&³]R!³�u³dn��t� Nn�|� P_RDP³
47*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in{�n  kd¡bW/ "

P_RDP³
 kd¡bW/ "

46*2³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 900(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� i¦�&³]R!³�u³dn��t� Nn�|� P_RDP³
47*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in{�n  kd¡bW/
48*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³%³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in��� Ia¤[LIW(
47*20³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³$³
48*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³%³
49*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³

�u³$³
�u³%³O����

]R!³�u³$³V�| M|�

�u³$³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in{�n  kd¡bW/
�u³%³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in��� Ia¤[LIW(

]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³in��� \_R_T«I(
48*20³{«��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 9+000(00³]R!³�u³%³O���� M}�&³]R!³�u³in��� Ia¤[LIW(
49*6³{«�l�t�t �t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³in��� \_R_T«I(
"!#$ {|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ M|� ct�}� i¦� &³ ]R!³ �u³ in���

{«�l�t�t �t�np¦�
"!#$ {|��t�tf³�t�np¦�
d_RKOPD[YLR_(³

�t�np¦� tst� 2+700(00³]R!³�u³$³V�| M|� its| i¦�&³]R!³�u³in��� \_R_T«I(
{|��t�tf³�t�np¦� tst� 1+800(00³ ]R!³ �u³ $³ M|� ct�}� i¦� &³ ]R!³ �u³ in���

d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
"!#$"!#$ {|��t�tf³�t�np¦�
d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
51*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦�
d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
5e1*12³
`�rt�|

d_RKOPD[YLR_(³
1*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³knxu� «DNW!³s}�2

`�rt�| �t��n�t�| �t²�|� tst� �}� �n�st� ¥st��|²�|�2 03-11-2020³
5e1*12³{|��t�t �t�np¦� tst� 5+400(00³]R!³�u³$³Fm¬³M|� O¥�� i¦�&³]R!³�u³knxu� «DNW!³s}�2
`�rt�| �t��n�t�| �t²�|� tst� 880+000(00³]R!³�}� �n�n�« �n�st� ¥st��|²�|�2 03-11-2020³
�n�}{ �t 2020-02³ �n�«�« 20741³ c|r|� ���n�n�« ct�pt�� Z�{n�tptr| Zn�| Z¦²n�}�
`�rt�| �t��n�t�| �t²�|� tst� 880+000(00³]R!³�}� �n�n�« �n�st� ¥st��|²�|�2 03-11-2020³
�n�}{ �t 2020-02³ �n��� �n�«�« 20741³ c|r|� ���n�n�« ct�pt�� Z�{n�tptr| Zn�| Z¦²n�}�
K{�t� KbOV�( �n�nv¯�sn� �t��|� ts|��|²�|�2
�n�}{ �t 2020-02³ �n��� �n�«�« 20741³ c|r|�
K{�t� KbOV�( �n�nv¯�sn� �t��|� ts|��|²�|�2
T|��t �t�t��t�| �n�«�«s¯�2
K{�t� KbOV�( �n�nv¯�sn� �t��|�
T|��t �t�t��t�| �n�n �n�«�«s¯�2
T|��t �t�t��t�| ��{�t�|w �¨�¦��t�
T|��t �t�t��t�| �n�n �n�«�«s¯�2
T|��t �t�t��t�| ��{�t�|w �¨�¦��t� {n�}�st pn��«�«�np|�|�2
ct��n�t�|� ¥st��tst� {n�|�|�t �n�«�« tu��m³�t�ts|
T|��t �t�t��t�| ��{�t�|w �¨�¦��t� {n�}�st pn��«�«�np|�|�2
ct��n�t�|� �n�n�« ¥st��tst� {n�|�|�t �n�«�« tu��m³�t�ts| ¤«�n�«�n�n�2

$2-D-+�



Exhibit 22 

















Exhibit 23 



! !

Fawzi Bookft .. a new arm for
Turkey in Libya

Last updated: Sunday 7 Dhu Al-Qi’dah 1441 AH – June 28, 2020

KSA 17:21 – GMT 14:21

Posted on: Sunday 7 Dhu Al-Qi’dah 1441 AH – June 28, 2020

KSA 16:10 – GMT 13:10

)"

Like 0

- Advertisement -

MOST POPULAR

#

$

& ' (



Source: Arabic.Net – Monia Ghanmi

Fawzi Buktv, a Libyan Muslim Brotherhood listed on the terrorist

list, surprised the Libyans when his name was associated with a

security company that had engineered a military deal with the

Turkish “Sadat” international defense consulting firm, under

which it obtained contracts to train armed militias in Libya.

The website of the “Africa Intelligence” newsletter revealed that

Turkey got Contractual guarantees to train armed militias

affiliated with the Libyan Government of ConcordAnd, in a

partnership agreement between the private Turkish company

“Sadat”, which is supervised by the former general, Adnan

Tanriverdi, the security advisor to the Turkish President, Recep

Tayyip Erdogan, and between the Libyan company, “Private

Side”, which is affiliated with the organization of the Brotherhood

and supervised by the Libyan Brotherhood leader Fawzi Bukitv.
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Surprising Libyans came from the fact that this man has a black

history in Libya, his name was associated with war crimes,

assassinations, and suspicious relations with the outside. Today,

he is responsible for the security of Libya and Libyans, and one

of Ankaras allies and collaborators to intervene in Libya to

legitimize and merge armed militias involved in criminal acts In

regular forces.

Bouktaf, a former engineer in the “Arab Gulf Oil Company”, was

among the fiercest opponents of the late Colonel Muammar

Gaddafi and the first to lead the revolt against him from

Benghazi, where he formed the February 17 battalion that

included Brotherhood and terrorist leaders, among them a

member of the Libyan Fighting Group, classified as a terrorist

organization Ismail Al-Salabi, who is the brother of Ali Al-Salabi,

who is based in Turkey.



Boctave is one of the most prominent leaders of the Libyan

Muslim Brotherhood and one of the founders of the “Dawn

Libya” militias that caused the killing of civilians and the burning

and destruction of public facilities during a war launched to

control the capital, Tripoli, in 2014.

He was imprisoned more than once during the Qaddafi era on

terrorist charges and linked to banned groups related to Al

Qaeda.

Fawzy BookTV

Fawzi Pooktv held several positions during the February events,

namely, “the commander of the February 17 battalion,” “the

commander of the Revolutionary Brigades gathering,” and the

deputy minister of defense in the Executive Office of the

Transitional Council, then an ambassador to Uganda, a position

that he is still moving in until today as a cover for his activities. .



Boctv is listed on the lists of terrorism issued by the Libyan

parliament in June 2017, on charges of military and financial

coordination with Qatar, and Doha provided him with media

support to promote the Brotherhood project in Libya and to

whiten the activities of this group, and has close ties to the most

prominent leaders of the Brotherhood in Libya, similar to Mohd

Sawan The leader of the “Justice and Construction” party,

Abdelhakim Belhadj, and Ali Sallabi, one of the suspects in the

assassination of Major General Abdel Fattah Younis in July 2011.

According to the “Africa Intelligence” report, Fawzi Boktef is

close to the Muslim Brotherhood networks in the Fayez al-Sarraj

government, and managed in Turkey to make the most of his

Islamic political networks, to build his contacts with the “Sadat”

company, which eventually succeeded in winning military training

contracts in Libya, with the conclusion Partnership agreement

with Poctv.

Adnan Tanverdi, director of the Sadat company, hosted by the

former Turkish ambassador in Tripoli, “Archive”



Boctv “Security Side” operates from the center of Libyan Tripoli,

specifically the safe compound in Palm City, where the European

Border Protection Mission staff lives, and has a branch in

Istanbul.

The company regularly provides security tasks for European

companies and diplomatic delegations in Libya, and it previously

won a contract to secure the arrival of a European mission to

the capital, Tripoli, last March, as well as protecting French

diplomatic delegations, tankers of the “Total” oil company and

the French Libyan Chamber of Commerce “CCFL”. This was

done through cooperation with the security company, “Pius”, but

this was canceled in 2018, following the annoyance expressed

by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, due to the company’s

affinity with the Brotherhood, which raised concerns about

diplomatic security.

The Turkish company “Sadat” has a bad reputation in Libya, due

to its suspicious activities and suspicious movements, as

Brigadier General Khaled Mahgoub, Director of the “Moral

Guidance Department” in the “General Command” of the Libyan

National Army, in an earlier interview with “Al Arabiya.net” and

“Hadath”. Net “, that the information available indicates that this

company is located in Libya and leads the Turkish intelligence

activity in the country and is affiliated with the Brotherhood.

He added that this company “invests heavily in the Libyan war,

as it undertakes the operations of bringing Syrian mercenaries

and foreign fighters to Libya and arming them after training them

militarily, escorting the armed militias of the Al-Wefaq forces, and

also plays the role of mediator to complete the sale and

purchase of weapons and military equipment between the

specialized companies in Turkey. And the reconciliation

government in exchange for obtaining a percentage of the

profits, “indicating that it also undertakes the organization and

conclusion of contracts to bring in mercenaries and gets a

commission for every mercenary, noting that all of these funds
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are paid from the Libyan state treasury.
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?\ ORRWbW]\ b] R][SabWQ aSQc`Wbg( bVS HSd]ZcbW]\O`g =cO`Ra O`S OZa] W\d]ZdSR W\

\ObW]\OZ RSTS\aS* JVSg ]^S`ObS Oa O ^O`OZZSZ T]`QS OQQ][^O\gW\U b] P]bV bVS

^]ZWQS O\R bVS [WZWbO`g* LVWZS I7:7J OZZSUSRZg `SaS[PZSa b] bVS HSd]ZcbW]\O`g

=cO`Ra( Wba ]^S`ObW]\a OP`]OR Q]cZR PS T]c\R b] PS aW[WZO` b] bVS S\UOUS[S\ba

]T bVS ?`O\WO\ `SUW[S$a GcRa 7`[g*

I7:7J Wa abWZZ W\ bVS abOUS ]T T]`[ObW]\ O\R Wba aWhS ]T ^S`a]\\SZ QO\\]b PS

Q][^O`SR b] bVS -0+(+++ ab`]\U ?`O\WO\ HSd]ZcbW]\O`g =cO`Ra* HObVS` bVO\

RSdSZ]^W\U O\ ORRWbW]\OZ O`[SR ]`UO\WhObW]\( I7:7J aSS[a b] OW[ Ob SfS`bW\U

W\TZcS\QS( ^O`bWQcZO`Zg ]\ bVS Jc`YWaV O`[SR T]`QSas ab`cQbc`S O\R ]^S`ObW]\a* ?\

bVWa aS\aS( `ObVS` bVO\ O ^O`OZZSZ ORRWbW]\OZ O`[g( I7:7J VOa bVS TSObc`Sa ]T O

aVOR]e O`[g VSOR_cO`bS`a eVS`S p`SOZq RSQWaW]\a O`S bOYS\*

JVS WRS\bWbg ]T bVS COVRW( eV] Wa ]\ VWa eOg OQQ]`RW\U b] JO\`tdS`RW( bVS `]ZS

]T I7:7J W\ bVS ^`S^O`ObW]\ ]T bVS Q]\RWbW]\a T]` VWa O``WdOZ O\R eVOb acQV O\

O``WdOZ e]cZR W[^Zg O`S abWZZ _cSabW]\a bVOb RSS^Zg Q]\QS`\ Jc`YWaV a]QWSbg O\R

bVS W\bS`\ObW]\OZ Q][[c\Wbg*

@c\S ,2( -+-+ COTWO eO`a W\ Jc`YSg W\ bVS
bW[S ]T Q]`]\O

COg ,+( -+-+ 8WU :WgO\Sb Wa eObQVW\U
g]c!

7^`WZ --( -+-+ 9VWZR`S\$a :Og W\ Jc`YSg5
AcZbc`YO[^T O\R RS\WOZ '

7^`WZ +/( -+-+ JVS P`WUVb ^]ab)^
dWaW]\ ]T F`SaWRS\b ;`R]vO\

m -+-+ 7\R DSea # CSRWO BW[WbSR ]`
Wba OTTWZWObSR Q][^O\WSa* 7ZZ `WUVba
`SaS`dSR*

7P]cb Ka 9]\bOQb F`WdOQg F]ZWQg 9]`]\OdW`ca ;\dW`]\[S\b >SOZbV BWTS IbgZS CSRWO F]ZWbWQa L][S\
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K[X 8Ye\VTa Vbag\aXag \f j\gaXff\aZ T abg\VXTU_X Zebjg[ \a g[X TVg\i\gl

bY \agXeaTg\baT_ fXVhe\gl Vb`cTa\Xf) K[X C\UlTa Ve\f\f [Tf eXiXT_XW g[X

Zebj\aZ eb_X bY g[X Khe^\f[ Vb`cTal J8;8K @agXeaTg\baT_ ;XYXafX

:bafh_gTaVl \a C\UlT' XfcXV\T__l TYgXe \gf \aib_iX`Xag \a g[X geT\a\aZ

bY `\_\g\Tf TffbV\TgXW j\g[ g[X >biXea`Xag bY ETg\baT_ 8VVbeW

%>E8& f\aVX EbiX`UXe -+,4' TaW g[X _XggXe bY g[X La\gXW ETg\baf

%LE& gb g[X Khe^\f[ ZbiXea`Xag \a AhaX -+-+ gb \adh\eX TUbhg g[X

eb_X bY J8;8K \a eXVeh\g\aZ TaW geTafYXee\aZ Jle\Ta `XeVXaTe\Xf TaW

V[\_WeXa gb C\UlT)R,S K[\f eT\fXf `Tal dhXfg\baf TUbhg g[X aTgheX bY

g[X Vb`cTal$f fXVhe\gl eb_X' g[X `bg\iXf TaW _\`\gf bY g[Tg eb_X' TaW

g[X e\f^f bY \gf XkcTaf\ba ba g[X 8Ye\VTa Vbag\aXag)

J8;8K @agXeaTg\baT_ ;XYXafX :bafh_g\aZ jTf XfgTU_\f[XW \a -+,-

Ul 8WaTa KTaeviXeW\' T eXg\eXW Ue\ZTW\Xe ZXaXeT_) @g \f VheeXag_l [XTWXW

Ul [\f fba 8_\ BT`\_ DX_\[ KTaeviXeW\' j[b \f g[X Thg[be bY g[X Ubb^

!K[X IXghea bY g[X :T_\c[TgX!)R-S 8g \gf \aVXcg\ba' g[X Vb`cTal

\aV_hWXW -. Vb``\ff\baXW TaW aba(Vb``\ff\baXW bYY\VXef Yeb`

iTe\bhf `\_\gTel ha\gf bY g[X Khe^\f[ Te`l)R.S @gf eb_X \a g[X Khe^\f[

TeXaT ZeXj TYgXe \gf cTeg\V\cTg\ba \a g[jTeg\aZ g[X TggX`cgXW `\_\gTel

Vbhc \a -+,1)R/S @g [Tf T_fb c_TlXW Ta TVg\iX eb_X \a g[X Jle\Ta jTe'R0S

Tf jX__ Tf \a `Tal 8Ye\VTa' <hebcXTa TaW 8f\Ta Vbhage\Xf)

J8;8K \f TffbV\TgXW j\g[ g[X Khe^\f[ ZbiXea`Xag' TaW g[XeX TeX

fgebaZ \aW\VTg\baf bY g[\f eX_Tg\baf[\c' \aV_hW\aZ g[X Tccb\ag`Xag bY

8WaTa KTaeviXeW\' g[X YbhaWXe bY g[X Vb`cTal' Tf T fXVhe\gl TWi\fXe

gb GeXf\WXag IXVXc KTll\c <eWbZTa'R1S TaW g[X cebi\f\ba Ul g[X

Vb`cTal bY fXVhe\gl cebgXVg\ba Ybe g[X Khe^\f[ GeXf\WXag)R2S

K[X Vb`cTal f[ebhWf \gf TVg\i\g\Xf TUebTW \a fXVeXVl) K[X Khe^\f[

ZbiXea`Xag \ZabeXW g[X dhXfg\baf bY g[X bccbf\g\ba \af\WX g[X

Khe^\f[ GTe_\T`Xag TUbhg g[X Vb`cTal$f TVg\i\g\Xf)R3S IXcbegf

\aW\VTgXW g[Tg J8;8K fXg hc geT\a\aZ VT`cf \af\WX Khe^Xl' XfcXV\T__l

5I@CB >JGV!ON!ARFOOCM

=VGGSR!DX!25IFM?OCN:KHFAT

)E

}se sqt�f!�qh�� f�i�hbobohrf!���h c�eo
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gjb VT`cf \a g[X cebi\aVXf bY Kb^Tg TaW BbalT \a VXageT_ 8aTgb_\T'

j[XeX `XeVXaTe\Xf TaW gXeebe\fg beZTa\fTg\baf TeX UX\aZ geT\aXW)R4S

J\aVX \gf \aVXcg\ba' J8;8K [Tf UXXa \aY_hXaVXW Ul g[X JT_TY\(

]\[TW\fg \WXb_bZl) @g jTf ]b\aXW Yeb` g[X UXZ\aa\aZ Ul `\_\gTel

bcXeTg\iXf j[b jXeX XkcX__XW Yeb` g[X Khe^\f[ Te`l \a ,442 UXVThfX

bY g[X\e JT_TY\ gXaWXaV\Xf) @a ;XVX`UXe -+,4' 8WaTa KTaeviXeW\

eXf\ZaXW Yeb` [\f cbf\g\ba Tf Ta TWi\fXe gb GeXf\WXag <eWbZTa' TYgXe

fgTgX`Xagf \a j[\V[ [X fT\W g[Tg r[\f Vb`cTal jTf cTi\aZ g[X jTl Ybe

g[X Vb`\aZ bY g[X R8jT\gXWS DT[W\)sR,+S @a ;XVX`UXe -+,2' J8;8K

fhU`\ggXW T cebcbfT_ gb g[X FeZTa\fTg\ba bY @f_T`\V :bbcXeTg\ba

%F@:& gb Ybe` g[X r8e`l bY @f_T`)sR,,S

K[X Y\X_W bY J8;8Kuf TVg\i\gl \f YbVhfXW ba cebi\W\aZ geT\a\aZ ba

\eeXZh_Te jTeYTeX) @aYbe`Tg\ba \aW\VTgXf g[Tg g[X Vb`cTal \f \aib_iXW

\a eXVeh\g\aZ TaW geT\a\aZ `XeVXaTe\Xf Yeb` Jle\T TaW 8f\Ta TaW

8Ye\VTa Vbhage\Xf' j[XeX g[X Vb`cTal eXVX\iXf T Vb``\ff\ba bY

,+'+++ Wb__Tef Ybe XTV[ Y\Z[gXe gT^\aZ cTeg \a g[X Y\Z[g\aZ'R,-S \a

TWW\g\ba gb g[X Vb`cTal$f eb_X \a cebi\W\aZ \agX__\ZXaVX gb g[X Khe^\f[

\agX__\ZXaVX fXei\VX' `Te^Xg\aZ g[X Khe^\f[ `\_\gTel \aWhfgel' TaW

cebi\W\aZ \gf Vhfgb`Xef j\g[ jXTcbaf' Xkc_bf\iXf TaW bg[Xe `\_\gTel

Xdh\c`Xag)R,.S

J8;8Kuf TVg\i\gl \f VbaVXageTgXW \a T ah`UXe bY 8Ye\VTa

Vbhage\Xf' XfcXV\T__l JhWTa' Jb`T_\T' C\UlT' Kha\f\T' <g[\bc\T' TaW

bg[Xe Vbhage\Xf) @agXeaTg\baT_ `ba\gbe\aZ eXcbegf [TiX T_eXTWl

eXYXeeXW gb J8;8Kuf ceXfXaVX \a g[X cbeg bY JhT^\a \a JhWTa' TaW

T_fb \a T Khe^\f[ `\_\gTel geT\a\aZ VT`c \a Jb`T_\T gb geT\a Jb`T_\

YbeVXf)R,/S

J8;8K eXiXT_XW ba \gf jXUf\gX \gf ceXfXaVX \a C\UlT)R,0S N\g[\a

-+-+' \g [Tf T_eXTWl fXag WbmXaf bY `\_\gTel geT\aXef gb geT\a `\_\g\Tf

TffbV\TgXW j\g[ g[X >E8'R,1S TaW \g \f Xfg\`TgXW g[Tg aXTe_l 33 bY g[X

Vb`cTaluf bcXeTg\iXf TeX ceXfXag \a C\UlT)R,2S @a EbiX`UXe -+,4'
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J8;8K f\ZaXW T VbageTVg j\g[ g[X C\UlTa ce\iTgX fXVhe\gl Vb`cTal

JXVhe\gl J\WX' _XW Ul g[X RDhf_\`S 9ebg[Xe[bbWuf _XTW\aZ Y\ZheX JT`X[

9h^TgXY' gb geT\a `\_\g\Tf TffbV\TgXW j\g[ g[X >E8)R,3S

JgeXaZg[Xa\aZ g[X Khe^\f[ `\_\gTel ceXfXaVX' XfcXV\T__l TYgXe

Khe^Xl f\ZaXW Ta TZeXX`Xag j\g[ E\ZXe gb XfgTU_\f[ T `\_\gTel UTfX \a

Ah_l -+-+) K[\f VT`X TYgXe =eTaVX$f \agXag\ba gb fgeXaZg[Xa \gf `\_\gTel

ceXfXaVX \a g[X 8Ye\VTa JT[X_ eXZ\ba TaW _XTW <hebcXTa XYYbegf TYgXe

g[X TaabhaVX`Xag bY g[X Ybe`Tg\ba bY g[X <hebcXTa `h_g\(gTf^ YbeVX

KT^hUT)R,4S

GebgXVg\aZ g[X fXVhe\gl \agXeXfgf TaW jbe^\aZ \a YTibhe bY g[X

Khe^\f[ cb_\g\VT_ TZXaWT) @aYbe`Tg\ba \aW\VTgXf g[Tg J8;8K eXVX\iXf

YhaW\aZ Yeb` g[X Khe^\f[ ZbiXea`Xag TaW [Tf eXVX\iXW YhaW\aZ gb

geT\a aXTe_l .'+++ YbeX\Za Y\Z[gXef gb UX WXc_blXW \a Jle\T TaW C\UlT)

R-+S

J8;8K \f Ta \`cbegTag `\_\gTel gbb_ Ybe Khe^\f[ \agXeiXag\ba

TUebTW j\g[bhg g[X aXXW gb XkcTaW g[X Te`luf \aib_iX`Xag \a YbeX\Za

`\_\gTel bcXeTg\baf' XfcXV\T__l geT\a\aZ `XeVXaTe\Xf TaW geTafYXee\aZ

g[X` gb VbaY_\Vg TeXTf)

Khe^Xluf f\ZaTgheX bY `\_\gTel VbbcXeTg\ba TZeXX`Xagf j\g[ `Tal

8Ye\VTa Vbhage\Xf' XfcXV\T__l E\ZXe\T' E\ZXe' :[TW' '

>h\aXT' BXalT' KTamTa\T' LZTaWT TaW <g[\bc\T'R-,S j[\V[ cebi\WX

Ybe g[X \aib_iX`Xag bY ce\iTgX fXVhe\gl XfgTU_\f[`Xagf \a cXeYbe`\aZ

fb`X gTf^f)R--S =be XkT`c_X' g[X Khe^\f[ `\_\gTel VbbcXeTg\ba

TZeXX`Xag j\g[ C\UlT \aV_hWXf cebi\f\baf eXZTeW\aZ g[X cbff\U\_\gl bY

fXaW\aZ V\i\_\Taf j[b TeX `X`UXef bY WXYXafX TaW fXVhe\gl

beZTa\fTg\baf gb C\UlT)R-.S

K[X Zebj\aZ \aib_iX`Xag bY ce\iTgX `\_\gTel Vb`cTa\Xf' fhV[ Tf

g[X Ihff\Ta NTZaXe >ebhc' ba g[X Vbag\aXag' j[\V[ T__bjf J8;8K gb
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Xkc_b\g g[\f V_\`TgX gb XkcTaW \gf TVg\i\g\Xf \a g[X VbagXkg bY g[X

\agXeaTg\baT_ Vb`cXg\g\ba Ybe \aY_hXaVX)R-/S

Jb`X 8Ye\VTa ZbiXea`Xagf gXaW gb fXX^ g[X [X_c bY g[bfX

Vb`cTa\Xf \a g[X VbagXkg bY V\i\_ jTef WhX gb g[X _TV^ bY VbaY\WXaVX

\a g[X eXZh_Te Te`\Xf)

:[T__XaZXf bY Vb`cXg\g\ba j\g[ bg[Xe `\_\gTel Vb`cTa\Xf'

XfcXV\T__l g[X Ihff\Ta NTZaXe >ebhc' j[\V[ \f `beX j\WXfceXTW \a

8Ye\VTa Vbhage\Xf %-+ Vbhage\Xf& TaW eX_Tg\iX_l `beX XkcXe\XaVXW g[Ta

J8;8K' Vbaf\WXe\aZ g[Tg g[X NTZaXe bcXeTg\iXf Y\Z[g ba g[X Yebag

_\aXf' j[\_X J8;8K YbVhfXf ba geT\a\aZ `XeVXaTe\Xf TaW fXaW\aZ

g[X` gb W\fchgX TeXTf)R-0S

K[X \agXeaTg\baT_ TVVhfTg\baf `TWX TZT\afg J8;8K bY fcbafbe\aZ

gXeebe\f`' eXVeh\g\aZ TaW geT\a\aZ `XeVXaTe\Xf %XfcXV\T__l V[\_WeXa

haWXe g[X TZX bY ,3& TaW fXaW\aZ g[X` gb Jle\T)R-1S K[\f jXT^Xaf g[X

Vb`cTal$f VeXW\U\_\gl j\g[ 8Ye\VTa ZbiXea`Xagf TaW chgf g[X

Vb`cTal$f TVg\i\gl haWXe g[X Vbageb_ TaW cebfXVhg\ba bY `Tal

fXVhe\gl TaW \agXeaTg\baT_ TZXaV\Xf) @aYbe`Tg\ba \aW\VTgXf g[Tg

J8;8K eXVeh\gXW TaW geT\aXW `XeVXaTe\Xf Yeb` >Xe`Tal' 8hfge\T'

9X_Z\h`' =eTaVX' JjXWXa'R-2S 8mXeUT\]Ta' KT]\^\fgTa TaW BTmT^[fgTa)

Ihff\Ta \aiXfg\ZTg\baf eXZTeW\aZ g[X geTiX_ bY 334 YbeX\Za Y\Z[gXef gb

Jle\T TaW @eTd Yeb` Ihff\T eXiXT_XW g[Tg -0 cXeVXag bY g[bfX [TW UXXa

\a VbagTVg j\g[ J8;8K)R-3S

Gebi\W\aZ _bZ\fg\VT_ fhccbeg gb gXeebe\fg TaW XkgeX`\fg

beZTa\fTg\baf) @a baX bY [\f fgTgX`Xagf' 8WaTa KTaeviXeW\ fgTgXW g[Tg

rKhe^Xl f[bh_W fhccbeg @f_T`\V Zebhcf TZT\afg fgTgX gXeebe\f`)s ?X

fT\W g[Tg rYbeX\Za(UTV^XW fgTgX gXeebe\f` gTeZXg\aZ @f_T`\V Zebhcf \a

fb`X Ve\g\VT_ eXZ\baf bY 8Ye\VT fhV[ Tf g[X :XageT_ 8Ye\VTa IXchU_\V'

DT_\' TaW E\ZXe\T' TaW ceXiXag\iX `XTfheXf Rgb cebgXVg g[bfX ZebhcfS

f[bh_W UX fghW\XW VTeXYh__l)sR-4S
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D\_\gTel' fXVhe\gl TaW \WXb_bZ\VT_ cXaXgeTg\ba bY 8Ye\VTa Te`\Xf)

K[XeX \f T cbff\U\_\gl bY eXVeh\g\aZ TaW W\eXVg\aZ fb`X `\_\gTel `Xa gb

Ybe` `\_\gTel \afheZXaVl `biX`Xagf be VTeel bhg `\_\gTel Vbhcf) K[X

Vb`cTal `Tl Xkc_b\g \gf ceXfXaVX gb ZTg[Xe \agX__\ZXaVX' be fXX^ gb

eXVeh\g fb_W\Xef TaW `T^X g[X` ]b\a gXeebe\fg beZTa\fTg\baf)

K[X e\f^f bY XfVT_Tg\aZ jTef UXgjXXa \agXeaTg\baT_ `\_\gTel

Vb`cTa\Xf' XfcXV\T__l UXgjXXa Khe^\f[ J8;8K TaW Ihff\Ta NTZaXe)

=be XkT`c_X' j[\_X J8;8K fhccbegf g[X `\_\g\Tf _blT_ gb g[X >E8'

NTZaXe fhccbegf g[X YbeVXf bY g[X C\UlTa ETg\baT_ 8e`l %CE8& _XW

Ul =\X_W DTef[T_ B[T_\YT ?TYgTe)R.+S

K[X JTWTg :b`cTal \f Vbaf\WXeXW T `\_\gTel Te` bY g[X Ahfg\VX

TaW ;XiX_bc`Xag GTegl %8BG& \a Khe^Xl' TaW T `\_\gTel gbb_ \a

g[X [TaWf bY g[X Khe^\f[ ZbiXea`Xag gb fhccbeg XkgeX`\fg

beZTa\fTg\baf ba g[X 8Ye\VTa Vbag\aXag) K[hf' \a gXe`f bY \gf

`\_\gTel cTggXea' JTWTg \f V_bfXe gb g[X eXib_hg\baTel \eeXZh_Te

Te`\Xf' fhV[ Tf g[X @eTa\Ta IXib_hg\baTel >hTeWf TaW g[X\e

XkgXeaT_ Te` g[X HhWf :becf) K[XeXYbeX' JTWTg \f XkcXVgXW gb

XkcTaW \gf TVg\i\g\Xf gb fhccbeg haeXfg' eX_\Z\bhf VbaY_\Vgf'

fhUiXef\iX TVg\i\g\Xf TaW cb_\g\VT_ TffTff\aTg\baf' TaW gb YhX_ eTW\VT_

eXib_hg\baTel \WXTf \a W\fchgX TeXTf ba g[X Vbag\aXag) C\UlT'

:XageT_ 8Ye\VT' E\ZXe\T TaW bg[Xe 8Ye\VTa Vbhage\Xf j\gaXff\aZ

W\i\f\baf UXgjXXa `bWXeTgX TaW eTW\VT_ VheeXagf Vbafg\ghgX T

fh\gTU_X Xai\eba`Xag Ybe g[X XkcTaf\ba bY J8;8Kuf TVg\i\gl)

R,S CXggXe bY g[X LE gb g[X Khe^\f[ ZbiXea`Xag gb \adh\eX TUbhg

g[X eb_X bY ce\iTgX fXVhe\gl Vb`cTa\Xf \a eXVeh\g\aZ `XeVXaTe\Xf TaW

V[\_WeXa TaW fXaW\aZ g[X` gb C\UlT' WTgXW ,+ AhaX -+-+) 8iT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggcf5**fcVb``eXcbegf)b[V[e)beZ*KDIXfh_gf9TfX*;bjaCbTWGhU_\V:b``ha\VTg\ba=\_X7

Z@W6-0-4-

R-S JbhaW bY J\_XaVX >ebhc' J8;8K5 <eWbxTa$f Ge\iTgX 8e`l'

8hZhfg -+,2) 8iT\_TU_X
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TT*Vbafh_gTaVl(TT*Vbafh_gTaVl(`\_\gTel(TT)[g`_

R/S <_l BTe`ba # D\V[TX_ 9TeT^' <eWbZTauf Khe^Xl TaW g[X

GT_Xfg\a\Ta @ffhX' GXefcXVg\iXf ba KXeebe\f`' Mb_) ,-' @ffhX -' 8ce\_

-+,3' TiT\_TU_X Tg5
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TaW(g[X(cT_Xfg\a\Ta(\ffhX(Ul(X_l(^Te`ba((`\V[TX_(UTeT^)cWY

R0S FjTeW <\fXafgTWg' JaTcf[bg ( LaXTfl IXfgf g[X :ebja5

<eWbxTa TaW tIXib_hg\baTel JXVhe\glu \a Khe^Xl' GFD<;' -+

;XVX`UXe -+,3' TiT\_TU_X Tg5 [ggc5**cb`XW)beZ*cb`XW(faTcf[bg(

haXTfl(eXfgf(g[X(Vebja(XeWbZTa(TaW(eXib_hg\baTel(fXVhe\gl(\a(

ghe^Xl*

R1S QTYXe Pneo^' J8;8K5 g[X ?befX`Xa bY g[X TcbVT_lcfX7'

--*-*-+-+' TiT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggcf5**jjj)WhiTeXaZ_\f[)Vb`*Vb_h`af*-+-+*+-*--*J8;8K(

g[X([befX`Xa(bY(g[X(TcbVT_lcfX*

R2S FjTeW <\fXafgTWg' bc) V\g)

R3S QTYXe Pneo^' bc) V\g)

R4S @WX`)

R,+S Jh_Xl`Ta FmXeXa' JhTg :hUh^Vh # DTgg[Xj 9TfghZ' N[XeX

N\__ <eWbZTauf IXib_hg\ba Jgbc7' .*-*-+-+' TiT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggcf5**jjj)[hWfba)beZ*eXfXTeV[*,013-(j[XeX(j\__(XeWbZTa(f(

eXib_hg\ba(fgbc

R,,S <_l BTe`ba # D\V[TX_' bc) V\g)

R,-S JgbV^[b_` :XagXe Ybe =eXXWb`' :FDD<EK8IPq C\UlTa

A\[TW\fg VX__f \a Khe^Xl cebgXVgXW Ul <eWbxTa eXZ\`X' -1*0*-+,2'

TiT\_TU_X Tg5 [ggcf5**fgbV^[b_`VY)beZ*Vb``XagTel(_\UlTa(]\[TW\fg(

VX__f(\a(ghe^Xl(cebgXVgXW(Ul(XeWbZTa(eXZ\`X*
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R,.S D\V[TX_ IhUha' ?Tf J8;8K UXVb`X <eWbZTauf IXib_hg\baTel

>hTeWf7' .+*0*-+,2' TiT\_TU_X Tg5 [ggcf5**jjj)TX\)beZ*YbeX\Za(

TaW(WXYXafX(cb_\Vl*`\WW_X(XTfg*[Tf(fTWTg(UXVb`X(XeWbZTaf(

eXib_hg\baTel(ZhTeWf*

R,/S >eXl ;laT`\Vf' J8;8K5 K[X Khe^\f[ DXeVXaTe\Xf N[b

Jhccbeg @f_T`\fg >ebhcf' 2*2*-+-+' TiT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggcf5**fbYeXc)Vb`*aXjf*fTWTg(g[X(ghe^\f[(`XeVXaTe\Xf(j[b(

fhccbeg(\f_T`\fg(Zebhcf*

R,0S J8;8K ;XYXafX \a C\UlT' TiT\_TU_X Tg5

[ggcf5**jjj)fTWTg)Vb`)ge*Xa*TUbhg(hf*33(Xa*aXjf*.,-(fTWTg(Tf(

\a(_\UlT)[g`_

R,1S ;XYTTVgb' C\gg_X >eXXa DXa' DXeVXaTel FcXeTg\baf \a C\UlT'

FcXa JbheVX @agX__\ZXaVX EbgXf' /*1*-+-+' TiT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggc5**WXYTT^gb)Vb`*-+-+*+/*+1*_\gg_X(ZeXXa(`Xa(`XeVXaTel(

bcXeTg\baf(\a(_\UlT(bcXa(fbheVX(\agX__\ZXaVX(abgXf*

R,2S QTYXe Pneo^' bc) V\g)
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KXeebe\f` \a JT[X_ IXZ\ba' KXeebe\f` Dba\gbe' K[X AT`Xfgbja

=bhaWTg\ba' Mb_h`X Oi\\\' @ffhX ,+' DTl ,0' -+-+' c)0)

R-+S JhTg :hUh^Vh' K[X I\fX bY GTeT`\_\gTel >ebhcf \a Khe^Xl'

+.*+.*-+,3' TiT\_TU_X Tg5

[ggcf5**f`T__jTef]bheaT_)Vb`*]ea_*Teg*e\fX(cTeT`\_\gTel(Zebhcf(

ghe^Xl

R-,S >eXl ;laT`\Vf' bc) V\g)

R--S Khe^Xluf cTeT`\_\gTel VbageTVgbe J8;8K XlXf geT\a\aZ 8Ye\VTa

gebbcf i\T WXYXafX WXT_f' -3*0*-+-+' TiT\_TU_X

Tg5 [ggcf5**jjj)abeW\V`ba\gbe)Vb`*-+-+*+0*ghe^Xlf(
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R-/S 8[`TW 8f^Te' K[X @aVeXTf\aZ GeXfXaVX TaW Ib_X bY Ge\iTgX

JXVhe\gl =\e`f \a 8Ye\VT5 K[X Ihff\Ta :b`cTal rNTZaXes Tf T
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R-1S D\V[TX_ IhUha' bc) V\g)
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March 1, 2018 At 21:01

[…] government has a track record of arming jihadists in Syria.

Turkey and Qatar provided arms to Libyan rebels, much of which

ended up in the hands of the “more […]

Comments are closed.
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Skip to main content

/ Live news

Turkey's Islamic defence

consultancy takes on West

Issued on: 22/10/2021 - 04:36

3 min

Istanbul (AFP) – Turkish businessman Melih Tanriverdi seethes at the suggestion that

his private defence consultancy has become Ankara's secret weapon in wars across

#UKRAINE #AFRICACUPOFNATIONS #COVID19 FRANCE AFRICA CULTURE SHOWS FIGHT T
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for the content of external websites. Audience ratings certified by ACPM/OJD.LIVE



North Africa and the Middle East.

SADAT International Defense Consultancy has gained

growing scrutiny over US allegations that it trains

Syrians who then get dispatched to support pro-

Turkish forces in war zones such as Libya.

The company's manifesto says SADAT "aims to assist

the Islamic world to take the role among the super

global powers as a self-sufficient global power".

But Tanriverdi tells AFP those accusations are part of a

Western disinformation campaign designed to tarnish

the image of Turkey and President Recept Tayyip

Erdogan.

"Our company has nothing to do with being a mercenary organisation," he said in a written

interview.

"SADAT's entry into the field of action as an unexpected actor against the global powers... explains

the reason for this disinformation," he said in English.

The firm was established in 2012 by Tanriverdi's father Adnan -- a brigadier general whose service

ended during a purge of Islamic influence from the traditionally secular military in 1996.

Its stealth role in promoting Turkey's interests across the Muslim world has gained renewed

attention as Erdogan seeks to secure a foothold in Afghanistan following the US troop withdrawal.

Turkey proposed using private contractors to protect Kabul's airport so that it can fully reopen to

international flights -- a role theoretically tailor-made for SADAT.

'Conspiracy theory'

Tanriverdi says only that SADAT "can provide consultancy and training services to security and

military units that will ensure the security of the airport".

Its span of proposed operations -- coloured green on a company logo showing a world map --

ADVERTISING



stretches from North Africa to the Middle East and parts of central and southeast Asia.

In 2020, the US Department of Defense said SADAT sent teams to Libya to train Syrian fighters on

behalf of Turkish-backed forces of the Government of National Accord (GNA) in Tripoli.

SADAT "maintains supervision and payment of the estimated 5,000 pro-GNA Syrian fighters in

Libya," a Pentagon report said at the time.

Tanriverdi dismissed this and claims that SADAT funnelled fighters to Azerbaijan in last year's war

with Armenia over disputed Nagorno-Karabakh as a "conspiracy theory".

"SADAT has never been in Syria, Libya or Azerbaijan," he said. "Do you really think we are

professional enough to fool the global powers?"

Some analysts think they are.

'Facilitator'

"There are credible sources that suggest SADAT plays a key role in training and mobilising proxies

in Syria and using them as mercenaries," American University and Orion Policy Institute terrorism

expert Suat Cubukcu told AFP.

The elder Tanriverdi initially became Erdogan's senior security adviser after the Turkish leader

survived a coup attempt in 2016.

Some believe SADAT offers the Turkish government plausible deniability about its role abroad.

A report by US Joint Chiefs of Staff Army officer Matt Powers called SADAT a "facilitator between

Ankara and Syrian proxy fighters" that Turkey then sends to other war zones.

"There is a lot of speculation that Turkish intelligence uses cut outs to pay for proxies, giving a

veneer of legitimacy to the use of Syrians in operations abroad," the Foreign Policy Research

Institute's Middle East program director Aaron Stein told AFP.

"However, we have no idea how this actually works."

Tanriverdi refused to name any clients. "We operate on every continent, including Africa," he said.



Ideological drive

Cubukcu said SADAT's overtly political view of the world and lack of its own armed units

distinguished it from Wagner -- a Russian firm associated closely with the Kremlin that is also

pushing into resource-rich Africa -- or its US counterparts.

"SADAT has ideology-oriented and much more intertwined relations with its home government,"

Cubukcu said.

But Tanriverdi rejected speculation that his firm has grown into an informal part of the Turkish

state.

He said SADAT needed state approval to "export services or defence industry products" but did not

take instructions from ministries or Turkey's MIT intelligence agency.

Although the elder Tanriverdi no longer serves as Erdogan's security adviser -- the company's anger

at the West lives on.

"Countries that come from thousands of kilometres away... spread fake news to accuse our

president and his former chief adviser, Adnan Tanriverdi," the younger Tanriverdi said.

© 2021 AFP
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1/28/22, 3:21 PM Nagorno-Karabakh's Syrian mercenaries | Turkish government continues recruitment in complete secrecy, number of fighters in A…

https://www.syriahr.com/en/188272/ 1/2

Nagorno-Karabakh’s Syrian mercenaries | Turkish
government continues recruitment in complete
secrecy, number of  ghters inAzerbaijan jumps to
1,650, with over 125 killed so far

On Oct 15, 2020

Reliable sources hahave informed the Syrian Observatatorory that the Turkish gogovernment and its intelligence services

continue recruiting Syrian mercenaries to throw them to in the military operations in the “Nagorno-Karabakh”

region alongside Azerbaijani forces in their con ict with the Armenians.

Howeverer, the recruitment operations arare being conducted in complete sesecrcrecy to avoid any potential reactions by

the international community regarding the “recruitment of mercenaries,” the sources have said.

In this context, ththe Syrian Observatatorory for Human Rights has monitorored the arrival of a new batch of Syrian

 ghters in Azerbaijan, comprising nearly 200  ghters. This brings the number of Syrian  ghters who hahave been

trtransferred to Azerbaijan to at least 1,650 mercenaries so far.

This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Accept

Read More



1/28/22, 3:21 PM Nagorno-Karabakh's Syrian mercenaries | Turkish government continues recruitment in complete secrecy, number of fighters in A…

https://www.syriahr.com/en/188272/ 2/2

SOHR sources hahave documented further fatalities among Syrian mercenaries involved in the “Nagorno-Karabakh”

con ict. The death toll of those factions has risen, since the Turkish gogovernment sent them to the frfrontlines, to atat

least 126 dead, including 92  ghters whose bodies were brbrought to Syria while the rest of bodies remained inin

Azerbaijan.

SOHR Human Rights Violations News ArAreas SOHR Statistics International Powers In Syria Media

International Advocacy
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2/9/22, 4:30 PM JOINT MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION on the Syrian conflict – 10 years after the uprising

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2021-0177_EN.html 1/8
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The European Parliament,
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–  having regard to its previous resolutions on Syria, in particular that of 15 March 2018 on the situation in Syria
H(I

, of 18 May

2017 on the EU strategy on Syria
H)I

, of 4 July 2017 on addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes, and

crimes against humanity, including genocide
H*I

, of 24 October 2019 on the Turkish military operation in north-east Syria and its

consequences
H+I

, of 26 November 2019 on children rights on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the

Rights of the Child
H,I

 and of 17 November 2011 on EU support for the International Criminal Court
H-I

,

–  having regard to the statement of the EU Foreign Affairs Council of 6 March 2020, and the latest EU Council conclusions on
Syria of 14 October 2019, 16 April 2018 and 3 April 2017,

–  having regard to the previous statements on Syria by the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, including those of February 2020 on humanitarian access in Idlib, of 13 January 2020
and 26 September 2019 on Syria, and of 9 October 2019 on developments in north-east Syria,

–  having regard to Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2021/30 of 15 January 2021 implementing Decision 2013/255/CFSP

concerning restrictive measures against Syria
H.I

, which added the new Syrian Foreign Affairs Minister to the EU list of

sanctions against those responsible for violent repression in Syria,

–  having regard to the EU strategy on Syria adopted on 3 April 2017, and to the Council conclusions on the EU regional strategy

for Syria and Iraq as well as the ISIL/Daesh threat adopted on 16 March 2015,

–  having regard to the joint declaration by the UN and the European Union, as co-chairs of the fourth Brussels Conference on

Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region, held on 30 June 2020,

–  having regard to the previous statements of the UN Secretary-General on Syria, including those of his spokesperson of 1 and

18 February 2020,

–  having regard to the latest statement of the UN Special Envoy to Syria, Geir O. Pedersen, addressed to the UN Security

Council (UNSC) on 22 January 2021,

–  having regard to the UNSC resolutions relevant to Syria since 2011, in particular UNSC Resolution 2254 (2015) endorsing a

road map for a peace process in Syria, UNSC Resolution 2249 (2015) on the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria and UNSC
Resolution 2533 (2020) renewing the Bab al-Hawa border crossing until 10 July 2021 for humanitarian aid,

–  having regard to the latest reports of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria, submitted to the UNHRC
on 1 March 2021,

–  having regard to UN General Assembly Resolution 71/248 of 21 December 2016 establishing the International, Impartial and
Independent Mechanism to Assist in the Investigation and Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most Serious Crimes

under International Law Committed in Syria since March 2011,

–  having regard to the statement by Unicef of 28 February 2021 on the safe reintegration and repatriation of all children in Al-Hol

camp and across the north-east of Syria and to the Unicef Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report 2020 of 2 February
2021,

–  having regard to the establishment in 2011 of the Secretariat of the EU Genocide Network for investigation and prosecution of
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, hosted by Eurojust,

–  having regard to Council Common Position 2003/444/CFSP of 16 June 2003 on the International Criminal Court
H/I

, to its 2004
Action Plan for the International Criminal Court (ICC) to achieve universal ratification and implementation, and to the revised
EU Action Plan of 2011,

–  having regard to the Rome Statute of the ICC,

–  having regard to the UN Charter and UN conventions to which Syria is a state party, including the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,

–  having regard to the UN-backed Geneva Communiqués of 2012 and 2014,

–  having regard to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the additional protocols thereto,

–  having regard to the UN Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on their Destruction,

–  having regard to the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948,
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–  having regard to Rule 132(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A.  whereas in late February 2011 Syrian children were arrested, detained and tortured in Deraa by the Syrian regime for writing
graffiti critical of President Bashar Al-Assad on city walls; whereas on 15 March 2011 thousands of Syrians in Deraa and

Damascus took to the streets in record numbers to demand democratic reforms, the release of political detainees, an end to
torture, respect for human rights and the rule of law, the holding of free and fair elections, and an end to corruption; whereas

these popular protests spread across the country for several years, from major cities such as Homs, Hama, Idlib and popular
neighbourhoods of Aleppo and Damascus, to smaller towns such as Al-Hasakah in the north-east and Kafr Nabl in the north-

west;

B.  whereas the Syrian uprising of 2011 was a demonstration of Syria’s ethnic and religious diversity, including leaders from all

ethnic and religious groups and all provinces of the country;

C.  whereas the Syrian regime responded to the legitimate democratic aspirations of its people with sheer brutality from the Syrian

security forces and allied militias under its command; whereas more than 500 000 people have lost their lives and more than
one million have been injured; whereas according to the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), since March 2011 over

230 000 civilians have been killed, 88 % of whom by the Syrian regime, 3 % by Russian forces, 2 % by Daesh and 2 % by
armed opposition groups; whereas over 15 000 civilians have been tortured to death, 99 % of whom in regime prisons;

whereas over 150 000 civilians have since been forcibly disappeared and remain detained, 88 % of whom by the Syrian
regime, 6 % by ISIL/Daesh and 3 % by armed opposition groups; whereas over 3 400 healthcare staff have since been

forcibly disappeared or detained, 98 % of whom by the Syrian regime;

D.  whereas the parties to the conflict, including government forces and their allies, anti-government armed groups and UN-listed

terrorist organisations such as ISIL/Daesh, have perpetrated gross human rights violations to various degrees, including war
crimes and crimes against humanity; whereas the tactics deployed by both the brutal regime and jihadists were directed at the

annihilation of moderate and pro-democratic forces; whereas all those responsible for these crimes must be held accountable;

E.  whereas the Syrian regime has used chemical weapons, Scud missiles, conventional artillery and air-dropped bombs, as well

as barrel bombs, cluster bombs and incendiary bombs, on densely populated civilian neighbourhoods such as Homs, Hama
and East Aleppo; whereas peaceful protesters who were injured by live fire from Syrian security forces were denied treatment

and tortured to death in military hospitals and detention centres across the country, as evidenced by the Caesar report
presented by France to the UNSC in May 2014; whereas families have been routinely prevented from burying their dead in

cemeteries; whereas entire cities have been under siege and deliberately starved; whereas collective punishments,
extrajudicial killings and multiple massacres of hundreds of men, women and children in rural towns, such as in May 2012 in

Houla, have taken place; whereas the UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria reported on the systematic use of rape and other
forms of sexual violence as a weapon of war by Syrian regime forces and their militias;

F.  whereas the UN has established a series of initiatives through the mandate of its UN Special Envoys in order to reach a
ceasefire between all parties, release detainees, guarantee humanitarian access to all parts of the country, protect journalists

and NGOs and engage in an inclusive dialogue for a political solution to the conflict that ensued after 2011; whereas this
process and the UN-mandated Syrian Constitutional Committee (SCC) remain at a standstill;

G.  whereas the SCC was established in October 2019 with the mandate to find a political solution to the Syrian conflict, under the
auspices of the UN Special Envoy for Syria and in line with UNSC Resolution 2254 (2015); whereas, in spite of its structural

deficiencies and Assad’s continuing resistance to constructive cooperation within the SCC, the SCC remains a crucial tool for
achieving a peaceful political resolution to the conflict;

H.  whereas Russia, supported by China, has vetoed 16 UNSC resolutions since 2011, including on a referral of Syria to the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and on increasing humanitarian access; whereas Iran and Hezbollah have been directly

involved in supporting the Syrian regime’s repression of civilians; whereas Russia has been devoting logistical, diplomatic and
financial resources since 2015 to a large-scale military intervention by the Russian Air Force in support of the Syrian regime;

I.  whereas Turkey has been intervening directly in Syria since 2016 with a view to occupying the northern parts of the country,
predominantly consisting of Syrian Kurdish enclaves, in violation of international law, including by invading in October 2019

territories controlled by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF); whereas, in response to these actions by Turkey, a number of
EU Member States have formally suspended arms sales to Turkey;

J.  whereas according to the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair countries, Turkey has transferred Syrian mercenaries to Nagorno-
Karabakh;

K.  whereas the Global Coalition is continuing its efforts in Iraq, Syria and globally to thwart ISIL/Daesh’s ambitions and the
activities of its branches and networks;

L.  whereas the EU and its Member States suspended diplomatic relations with the Syrian regime in 2012; whereas the EU closed
its EU delegation in Damascus in December 2012, following the closure of Member State embassies in early 2012;

M.  whereas the Council adopted sanctions on individuals and entities involved in the repression of civilians, which were adopted in
2011 and have since been expanded, in order to reach a negotiated political settlement; whereas these sanctions have
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humanitarian exemptions;

N.  whereas the Syrian regime’s response to the uprising has led to the destruction of Syria’s economic and social fabric; whereas
the collapse of the Syrian pound has been amplified by the collapse of the Lebanese economy as of 2019, and the global

economic repercussions related to the COVID-19 pandemic as of March 2020; whereas the cost of basic staples has
increased by over 100 % since 2019;

O.  whereas Syria, under intense international pressure, signed and ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention in October 2013
after committing its largest chemical attacks to date on a civilian neighbourhood east of Damascus in Eastern Ghouta;

whereas the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) Investigation and Identification Team found the
Syrian regime responsible for using chemical weapons on civilians multiple times since; whereas in July 2020 the OPCW

Executive Council formally requested once again that the Syrian regime declare its chemical weapons facilities;

P.  whereas the conflict has resulted in almost 7 million refugees, with over 13 million people dependent on humanitarian aid in

Syria, including 6 million women and children, 6.8 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 3 million people living in
hard-to-reach besieged areas; whereas humanitarian needs have risen by a fifth in the last year alone, with an additional 4.5

million Syrians suffering from food insecurity and 90 % of Syrians living below the poverty line; whereas humanitarian access
to all populations in need remains vital and 40 % of the Syrian population reside in non-government controlled areas; whereas

in addition to general healthcare for the population, the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how cross-border access into
north-west and north-east Syria remains crucial; whereas winter and the subsequent flooding, which affected some 121 000

people at 304 IDP sites in north-west Syria, brought an additional level of distress to a population that was already extremely
vulnerable; whereas the Syrian Government continued to impose severe restrictions on the delivery of humanitarian aid in

government-held areas of Syria and elsewhere in the country;

Q.  whereas around 12 000 foreign nationals, mostly suspected of having direct or indirect ties to ISIL/Daesh, are imprisoned in

seven prisons run by the SDF in north-east Syria; whereas 9 000 of them are held in Al-Hol camp, Syria’s largest, which hosts
a total of 64 000 people, mostly families with ties to ISIL/Daesh, of whom 94 % are women and children, including EU citizens;

whereas current conditions are highly alarming, especially after the latest killings recorded since the start of this year;

R.  whereas the conflict has had a particularly severe impact on the lives and human rights of children in Syria; whereas over

29 500 children have been killed, 78 % of whom by the Syrian regime and Iranian militias, 7 % by Russian forces and 3 % by
ISIL/Daesh, according to the SNHR; whereas more than 2.6 million girls and boys have been internally displaced from their

homes and whereas the mental health of many Syrian children has been and will continue to be deeply affected by the sheer
brutality of the conflict; whereas the inability of children in Syria to obtain birth registration and identity documents puts them at

risk of statelessness; whereas millions of children have missed years of education, with 2.8 million currently out of school in
Syria;

S.  whereas continuing attacks on health facilities have decimated Syria’s health system and left Syrians struggling to cope with
the challenges brought on by the COVID-19 crisis;   whereas less than 64 % of hospitals and 52 % of primary healthcare

centres across Syria are functioning; whereas 70 % of the health workforce has fled the country, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO);

T.  whereas regular attacks on healthcare facilities have been a hallmark of the Syrian conflict since its onset, in blatant violation of
international humanitarian law, and persisted in 2020 during the pandemic; whereas over the past decade, international

recognition of the systematic nature of attacks on healthcare in Syria has grown, but clear accountability has proven elusive
despite UNSC Resolutions 2139 (2014) and 2286 (2016); whereas the UN Secretary-General established an internal UN

Board of Inquiry which examined a limited number of incidents in north-west Syria between September 2019 and April 2020;

U.  whereas humanitarian advocates and practitioners continue to raise concerns about the security and protection of returnees

and displaced individuals in the light of the conditions in many areas of the country and the questions about the Syrian
Government’s approach to political reconciliation;

V.  whereas since 2011 the EU and its Member States have mobilised EUR 20 billion for humanitarian, stabilisation and resilience
assistance to Syrians inside the country and in neighbouring countries; whereas the EU has been the driving force behind the

Syria pledging conferences which took place in Brussels over four consecutive years (2017-2020), and the fifth Brussels
conference, which is due to take place on 29 and 30 March 2021;

W.  whereas UNSC Resolution 2533 (2020) of 11 July 2020 on cross-border aid renewed only the Bab al-Hawa border crossing, for
a one-year period until 10 July 2021, thereby closing the Bab al-Salam, Al Yarubiyah and Al-Ramtha crossings;

X.  whereas since 2011 millions of Syrians have been stripped of their property rights by new Syrian property laws against those
evading military service or fleeing the country without prior authorisation;

Y.  whereas the Golan Heights are Syrian territory and have been occupied by the State of Israel since 1967;

Z.  whereas a number of attacks on cultural heritage have been carried out by different parties throughout the course of the

conflict, including the destruction and pillaging of archaeological sites at the hand of ISIL/Daesh and the bulldozing, looting
and destruction of archaeological sites and Yazidi shrines and graves by the Syrian National Army in Afrin;
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AA.  whereas the Rome Statute of the ICC, signed and ratified by all Member States, affirms that the most serious crimes of concern

to the international community as a whole – in particular genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes – must not go
unpunished;

AB.  whereas all Member States have ratified the Rome Statute of the ICC as of 2009; whereas in 2011 the Council established the
Secretariat of the EU Genocide Network for investigation and prosecution of genocide, crimes against humanity and war

crimes, hosted by Eurojust; whereas the EU strategy on Syria calls for the EU to promote accountability for war crimes
committed in Syria, with a view to facilitating a national reconciliation process and transitional justice;

AC.  whereas a Joint Investigative Team (JIT) led by law enforcement and judicial authorities in France and Germany was launched
in 2018 for the first time to facilitate the arrest and prosecution of Syrian war criminals following the publication of the Caesar

report on the systematic starvation and torture of tens of thousands of women and men in Syria’s detention centres since
2011;

1.  Conveys its support for the democratic aspirations of the Syrian people who, 10 years ago on 15 March 2011, peacefully
demonstrated for democratic reforms in Deraa, Damascus and the rest of the country; pays tribute to the 500 000 victims of

the repression and conflict in Syria since the beginning of the popular uprising; believes that the future of Syria should rest in
the hands of Syrians; conveys its support to the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Syrian state and its people;

2.  Expresses its deep concern over the persistent political deadlock, and commends the efforts of the UN Special Envoy, Geir O.
Pedersen, to find a political solution to the conflict; shares the Special Envoy’s concerns over the lack of any progress;

reaffirms that a sustainable solution to the Syrian conflict cannot be achieved militarily; is equally concerned by the economic
collapse and the disastrous humanitarian crisis affecting Syria;

3.  Expresses its support to UNSC Resolution 2254 (2015) establishing a Syrian-led constitutional reform process; deeply regrets
the Syrian regime’s lack of engagement despite repeated engagement and readiness of Syrian opposition representatives to

negotiate with the Syrian regime in the drafting of a new Syrian constitution; emphasises in this regard the need for the
establishment of a UN-led ceasefire monitoring, verification and reporting mechanism;

4.  Opposes any normalisation of diplomatic relations with the Syrian regime as long as there is no fundamental progress on the
ground in Syria, with clear, sustained and credible engagement in an inclusive political process; considers the upcoming 2021

Syrian Presidential elections to be lacking any form of credibility in the eyes of the international community in the current
context; firmly condemns the visits of MEPs to the Syrian regime, and stresses that those MEPs do not represent the

European Parliament;

5.  Regrets that some players further divided a fragmented Syrian opposition, obstructing the Geneva Process;

6.  Strongly condemns all atrocities and violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, in particular by the Assad
Regime, but also by Russian, Iranian and Turkish actors and calls on Russia, Iran and Hezbollah to withdraw all forces and

proxies under their command, except for those participating in an international peacekeeping or stabilisation force under
mandate of the UN Security Council; deplores the role of Russia and Iran in backing the Syrian regime’s all-out repression of

its civilian population, and their takeover of Syria’s political process and economic resources;

7.  Calls on Turkey to withdraw its troops from Northern Syria which it is illegally occupying outside of any UN mandate;

condemns Turkey’s illegal transfers of Kurdish Syrians from occupied Northern Syria to Turkey for detention and prosecution
in violation of Turkey’s international obligations under the Geneva Conventions; urges that all Syrian detainees who have been

transferred to Turkey be immediately repatriated to the occupied territories in Syria; is worried that Turkey’s ongoing
displacements could amount to ethnic cleansing against the Syrian Kurdish population; stresses that Turkey’s intervention has

weakened international efforts against ISIL/Daesh; firmly condemns Turkey’s use of Syrian mercenaries in conflicts in Libya
and Nagorno-Karabakh, in violation of international law;

8.  Firmly believes in Syria’s religious and ethnic diversity; deplores the Syrian regime’s long-standing discrimination against
Kurdish Syrians; condemns the Syrian regime’s targeted attacks against critical voices, such as European Parliament

Sakharov Prize winner Ali Ferzat for his criticism of President Assad, as well as the Syrian regime’s attacks against 124
Christian churches, which was documented by the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR); firmly condemns the

assassinations of religious minorities by ISIL/Daesh, and particularly its crimes of genocide against Yazidis and people of the
Shiite Muslim and Christian faiths in 2014-2018; deeply deplores the persecution of minorities under armed opposition groups;

9.  Reminds the international community of the gravity and the magnitude of human rights violations in Syria perpetrated by
different parties to the conflict; points to the Syrian regime’s overwhelming responsibility for its decision to meet peaceful

protests with all-out repression through unspeakable means; recalls the importance of the Caesar report and the confirmation,
presented to the UNSC by France in 2014, of the credibility of the photos of the 11 000 identified prisoners who were starved

and tortured to death in detention centres and military hospitals around Damascus between 2011 and 2013; urges the EU and
its Member States to support the UN Commission of Inquiry’s recommendation of March 2021 to facilitate the creation of an

independent mechanism with an international mandate and a victim-led approach to locate the missing or their remains,
including those found in mass graves;
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10.  Firmly condemns the killing of 550 international and Syrian journalists by the Syrian regime and dozens by ISIL/Daesh and

other armed groups; calls on the Syrian regime to immediately release from prison the 400 journalists it is holding in detention,
according to the SNHR;

11.  Condemns in the strongest terms the use of rape as a weapon of war against women, whether by the Syrian regime and its
militias as documented by the UN International Independent Committee, or by ISIL/Daesh on Yazidi and Shiite women; recalls

the role played by women in the 2011 uprising and the fundamental importance of including women at all levels of Syria’s
political, economic, judicial power structures, including in transitional justice; reiterates the importance of including women and

young people in the conflict resolution process;

12.  Reiterates its strongest condemnation of Russian airstrikes which have killed a total of over 6 900 civilians including 2 000

children using cluster munitions, vacuum bombs and long range missiles, targeting independent media centres, hospitals,
humanitarian infrastructure including over 207 medical facilities, according to the SNHR, and Syrian civil defence units such

as members of the White Helmets humanitarian organisation; denounces Russia’s attempts to tarnish the image of the White
Helmets in Western media through an aggressive and sustained disinformation campaign on social media; condemns in the

strongest terms the involvement of Russian warplanes in the Syrian regime’s chemical attacks, such as in the chemical
massacre of Khan Sheikhoun of April 2017, after which Russian warplanes immediately bombed the only hospital where the

victims were being treated;

13.  Urges the Syrian regime to immediately release the 130 000 political prisoners unjustly detained, including women, men and

children forcibly disappeared by Syrian security forces; firmly condemns the systematic use of torture, inhuman treatments
and sexual violence in the horrendous conditions in which they are being held, without any access to a civilian court, a lawyer,

medical care or their families; stresses that they are being denied their basic rights to a fair trial, including the withholding of
information on their arrest and torture to extract bogus confessions; urges the Syrian authorities to without exception provide

immediate and unhindered access to detention facilities for recognised international humanitarian NGOs and monitoring
organisations without prior notification;

14.  Stresses that ISIL/Daesh is still active in the region and has not been defeated; expresses its concerns about the difficulties
encountered in preserving and obtaining access to evidence of crimes perpetrated by ISIL/Daesh and uncovering the fate of

those kidnapped; calls on the EU and its Member States to support efforts on the ground to document and preserve evidence
of those crimes; welcomes the prosecution of EU and non-EU nationals who have joined ISIL/Daesh;

15.  Expresses its concern over the resurgence of ISIL/Daesh in north-east Syria; commends the efforts of the international
coalition against ISIL/Daesh; stresses the importance of continued, long-term US engagement in the coalition; reaffirms its

support for the efforts of the Global Coalition against ISIL/Daesh, and underlines the significant contribution made by the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) as an ally in the fight against ISIL/Daesh;

16.  Expresses its concern about the rising tensions in Iraqi Kurdistan, which has enjoyed more stability in recent years than Syria,
and has provided a safe haven to Syrian refugees;

17.  Reaffirms that the persons responsible for core international crimes must be duly prosecuted, including by EU Member States,
in the absence of other international or national processes of transitional justice; emphasises the key importance of resolving

the issue of those detained and disappeared by all parties to the conflict as a fundamental part of any transitional process with
the aim of achieving peace;

18.  Recalls that the International Criminal Court (ICC) should remain the primary jurisdiction for international justice for crimes of
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and crimes of aggression; considers that the lack of accountability provides a

breeding ground for further atrocities and compounds the suffering of the victims; insists, therefore, on the need to hold all
perpetrators to account, notably through the application of the principle of universal jurisdiction, and to provide reparation to

victims; stresses that the introduction of restorative justice measures cannot wait until the end of the conflict and urges the EU
and its Member States to step up their support for processes led by representative groups of Syrians; firmly condemns

Russia’s 16 UNSC vetoes, with the support of China, to referring Syria to the ICC;

19.  Welcomes the first ever sentencing of a Syrian regime security officer for complicity in crimes against humanity on 24 February

2021 at the court in Koblenz in Germany;

20.  Commends EU Member States’ efforts since 2019 to secure broad international support for securing long-term funding within

the UN general budget for the UN’s International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism to Assist in the Investigation and
Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most Serious Crimes under International Law Committed in Syria since March

2011 (IIIM);

21.  Welcomes the Franco-German Joint Investigative Team (JIT) to support the prosecution of the crimes against humanity

documented by the Caesar report; welcomes the international arrest warrants issued by both countries in 2018 to arrest three
high-ranking security officials; commends the role played by local Syrian NGOs in verifying, documenting, gathering and

protecting evidence of crimes against humanity and war crimes, as well as the complementary role played by NGOs such as
the Commission for International Accountability and Justice in assisting European law enforcement and judicial authorities in

effectively prosecuting war criminals present on EU Member States’ territory; calls on the EU to provide more legal training to
Syrians to enable them to play a role in the fight against impunity;
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22.  Calls on the Commission to present an EU action plan on impunity, with a specific chapter on Syria; stresses that this action

plan should seek to better coordinate and harmonise Member States’ resources and efforts to prosecute war criminals in the
EU; is of the view that transitional justice plays a fundamental role in securing peace in the long term; calls on the EU to

launch a designated European fund for victims of crimes against humanity in Syria;

23.  Supports Member States’ efforts to improve coordination of judicial, police and immigration resources through the development

of pooled jurisdictions in order to mutualise their judicial competences and facilitate prosecution; stresses that better-equipped
Member States should share their experts and interpreters in order to facilitate efficient and effective investigations, while each

Member State should endeavour to appoint a designated prosecutor for these crimes in order to speed up judicial coordination
efforts;

24.  Calls on Member States to automatically share at EU level information on war criminal suspects under Article 1F of the
Geneva Convention; is of the view that there also needs to be closer cooperation between immigration authorities and public

prosecutors on suspected war criminals at national level;

25.  Urges all EU Member States without exception to be fully cooperative in the fight against impunity; expresses its deep concern

over certain Member States’ lack of cooperation in prosecuting Syrian war criminals;

26.  Fully supports European efforts led by the Netherlands since September 2020 to launch legal proceedings against Syria at the

International Court of Justice (ICJ) for its violation of the UN Convention against Torture;

27.  Calls on Member States to request the suspension of Syria’s membership to the OPCW for falsifying evidence of the use of

chemical weapons at the upcoming spring 2021 OPCW conference; reiterates its shock at and condemnation of the Syrian
regime’s 336 documented chemical attacks dropping chlorine gas, sarin and sulphur mustard gas on civilians;

28.  Firmly condemns attacks on humanitarian workers by all sides, especially by the Syrian regime and ISIL/Daesh; points out that
the Syrian regime bears particular responsibility for targeted killings of humanitarian workers since 2011; highlights Russia’s

overwhelming responsibility for attacks on humanitarian workers, particularly for its bombing of 21 Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF) field hospitals in October 2015;

29.  Expresses its profound concern at the ongoing suffering of the Syrian people, 10 years after the conflict began; is particularly
concerned that humanitarian needs in Syria have risen by a fifth in the last year alone, and that an additional

4.5 million Syrians now suffer from food insecurity, while 90 % live below the poverty line; considers that humanitarian access
must remain a central priority for the EU in Syria, and that increased needs require an greater financial and political response

from the EU; notes that UNSC Resolution 2533 on the border crossing at Bab al-Hawa is coming up for renewal in July 2021;
regrets the fact that Russia and China abstained from the last vote instead of voting in favour of the resolution; is of the

opinion that cross-line delivery of humanitarian assistance cannot be relied upon to deliver for the people currently relying on
cross-border delivery; recalls that 2.4 million Syrians depend on this border crossing for survival. and that failure to extend this

crossing for a minimum of 12 months would have severe and life threatening consequences; condemns the actions of those
UNSC members that have sought to limit humanitarian access for political purposes; urges all UNSC members to support the

renewal of the cross-border resolution in order to avoid a worsening humanitarian crisis and to ensure the expansion and
support for cross-line interventions carried out in line with humanitarian principles; highlights the importance of ensuring the

immediate reauthorisation of the Bab al-Salam and Yarubiyah border crossing points in line with UN General Assembly
Resolution 74/169, in order to ensure that aid reaches populations in need in both the north-west and north-east by the most

direct routes; underlines the importance of ensuring that humanitarian aid is exclusively directed to those most in need;

30.  Calls on the international community to urgently address the record levels of humanitarian need of the Syrian people inside

and outside Syria; encourages the EU as a convener of the Brussels V Syria pledging conference to rally other international
donors towards increasing support for the health sector of the Syria Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) through increased,

flexible, multi-year funding that covers population needs in the long term; calls on international donors to specifically invest in
programmes that repair, restore and strengthen damaged or destroyed health facilities, in addition to other civilian

infrastructures that have suffered damage;

31.  Urges the UNSC to include explicit calls for the protection of health workers in forthcoming UN resolutions and official

discussions; calls on EU Member States, in this regard, to offer political backing and operational support to UN-led
accountability initiatives and investigations to uphold international humanitarian law;

32.  Stresses, ahead of the Brussels V Donor Conference of 29-30 March 2021, the importance of not only maintaining
humanitarian assistance pledges but increasing them for Syrians, IDPs and refugees, as well as for communities affected by

the crisis in the region; points to the fact the EU and its Member States have been the largest humanitarian donors to respond
to Syria’s humanitarian crisis, with donations since 2011 reaching EUR 20 billion; is deeply concerned about alleged UK

Government plans to cut its aid contributions significantly, including reductions of 67 % for Syria and 88 % for Lebanon;

33.  Commends the role played by neighbouring states that offer solidarity and assistance to Syria’s refugees in Lebanon, Jordan,

Turkey, Iraq; urges EU Member States to continue to fund humanitarian assistance programmes in refugee host countries, as
well as for IDPs in Syria; urges EU Member States to provide all necessary funding and support to ensure all Syrian refugee

children in host countries have access not only to primary, but also to secondary education; urges all host countries to adopt
all necessary measures to achieve this, and to remove any administrative or legislative obstacles; encourages host countries
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to focus on access to employment, health services and education, and civic documentation, which will promote the ability of

refugees to work towards becoming self-reliant;

34.  Notes that the EU’s Madad Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian crisis will expire by the end of 2021; calls on the Commission

to secure financial means for the EU’s humanitarian response to the Syrian crisis under the Neighbourhood, Development and
International Cooperation Instrument, and to ensure the unhindered functioning of its projects;

35.  Calls on all Member States to support principled humanitarian assistance, without normalising relations with the Syrian regime;
warns against investing EU financial assets whether directly or indirectly in Syria’s general reconstruction if the Syrian regime

does not implement a credible political process; calls on the VP/HR, as part of the long-term planning for the response in
Syria, to develop a robust human rights due diligence policy for future rebuilding interventions in close cooperation with Syrian

civil society, including a monitoring framework with dedicated indicators for human rights standards; deplores Russian, Iranian,
Chinese and Turkish business plans to profit from Syria’s destruction;

36.  Calls on Member States to maintain sanctions on individuals and entities involved in the repression in Syria; stresses the
importance of avoiding any unintended negative consequences of sanctions through humanitarian exemptions for principled

humanitarian action, and the importance of addressing banking over-compliance challenges jointly with the US;

37.  Urges the EU and its Member States to renew and expand the list of those subjected to targeted sanctions under the new EU

Global Human Rights Sanction Regime, including the Syrian, Russian and Iranian civilian and military commanders who are
credibly implicated in war crimes;

38.  Commits to the adoption of effective EU corporate due diligence legislation imposing human rights due diligence obligations to
EU companies and companies operating in the single market;

39.  Reminds all Member States that Syria is not a safe country to return to; believes that any return should be safe, voluntary,
dignified and informed, in line with the EU’s stated position; calls on all EU Member States to refrain from shifting national

policies towards depriving certain categories of Syrians of their protected status, and to reverse this trend if they have already
applied such policies; urges Lebanon, Turkey and all countries in the region to suspend deportations of Syrians back to Syria

against their will;

40.  Condemns the irreparable damage that Assad’s scorched earth tactics have inflicted on cultural sites, and the looting and

smuggling of artefacts by jihadists, who use them to finance their role in the conflict;

41.  Is extremely concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian, sanitary and security situation at camps in north-east Syria, notably

Al-Hol and Roj camps, which remain breeding grounds for radicalisation; believes that EU nationals suspected of belonging to
terrorist organisations and detained in those camps should be tried in a court of law; expresses its shock at the killing of an

MSF employee working in Al-Hol camp on 24 February 2021, which further demonstrates the human toll of the violence and
unsafe living conditions in the camp;

42.  Calls on Member States to protect child nationals who may be detained for security-related offences or association with armed
groups;

43.  Calls on Member States to facilitate the child’s return to their country of origin for rehabilitation, reintegration and/or
prosecution, as appropriate, in full compliance with international law;

44.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the European External Action Service, the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments

and parliaments of the Member States, the Government and the Council of Representatives of Iraq, the Regional Government
of Kurdistan and the Government and Parliament of the Russian Federation.
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Chapter 1: Overview 

On September 27 the Azerbaijani Armed Forces launched a large-scale airborne, missile and land attack along the entire 
line of contact in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), starting a new war against the people of Artsakh, who were forced to defend 
their right to self-determination. The Azerbaijani army used tanks, armoured combat vehicles, heavy artillery, long range 
air-to-surface missiles, multiple launch rocket systems, heavy flamethrower systems (TOS), and aviation, including 
helicopters and UAVs. Not only military settlements and units, but also towns and villages, hospitals and schools were 

perception that Turkey heavily backs Azerbaijan had been formed gradually, since the beginning of this year, as the actions 
of Azerbaijan and Turkey had been escalating the security situation in the region, reflected, among other things, in the 
bellicose rhetoric of the both sides, including of the political-military leadership of the countries. Besides the political 

sending military advisors, experts and operators. The recent TurAz-2020 joint military exercise took place from July 29 to 
August 13, as a rehearsal of the ongoing aggression. The main part of the Turkish military equipment, armament and 
munition, as well as personnel, operators and specialists remained stationed in Azerbaijan after the end of the drills. 

1

2

1

2
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Chapter 2: Reports on the transfer of FTFs from Syria and Libya to Azerbaijan

July 17

September 22

http://afrinpost.net/en/2020/09/ankara-sends-its-hired-killers-toto-azerbaijan-isis-itit-planning-another-massacre-
againstst-armenians/

September 23

https://syriacpress.com/blog/2020/09/23/turkey-reportedly-preparing-toto-send-members-ofof-sultan-murad-division-
toto-azerbaijan/

September 25

https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/09/25/reports-turkey-isis-transferring-syrian-militants-toto-azerbaijan-asas-hostilities-
against-armenia-increases/
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Chapter 3: Testimonies by heads of states, high-ranking officials,
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Chapter 4: Various aspects of recruitment and information about demised FTFs
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1. Al-Sharqiya Army, lost 19 militants. 

2. Al-Hamza Division, lost 4. 

3. Division 51, lost 9 militants. 

4. Jaish al-Nukhba, lost 11 militants. 

5. The Levant Front, lost 22 militants. 

6. Al-Furqan Brigade, lost 32 militants. 

7. Al-Mu'tasim Division, lost 6 militants.  
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84 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/azerbaijan-armenia-turkey-nagorno-karabakh/2020/10/13/2cdca1e6-08bf-
11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html
85 https://www.syriahr.com/en/188973/?fbclid=IwAR2LgKckBxGfWmbDrx_2lDya_hgo 6fWcMG-bga7c9F1Dqeov7-stAfP9iP0
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Chapter 5: Legal Aspects

86

International Convention for the Suppression of Financing of Terrorism

UN Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and

Training of Mercenaries

United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, Annex, Chapter I. Measures to address

conditions conducive to terrorism

I]XcTS BPcX^]b ;[^QP[ 7^d]cTa&HTaa^aXb\ GcaPcTVh% 5]]Tg% 7WP_cTa ==' ATPbdaTb c^

_aTeT]c P]S R^\QPc cTaa^aXb\

86
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Chapter 6: Conclusion
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Annexes

5]]Tg *3 :[XVWc caPRZX]V SPcP

FTUTaT]RT 6*

https://caucasus.liveuamap.com/en/2020/29-september-flight-
from-tripoli-coming-to-baku-azerbaijan

FTUTaT]RT 6+
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5]]Tg +3 FTR^aSX]Vb aT[TPbTS Qh :H:b Ua^\ 5iTaQPXYP]

Reference N Audio/video recordings Transcript/Description

FTUTaT]RT 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_eFA5718Oc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvixBzeIctM

FTUTaT]RT 6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9az9xcxd7Wg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t8moyQRW1Q

FTUTaT]RT 7

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EFHUpVeSsM

FTUTaT]RT 8

FTUTaT]RT 9

https://bit.ly/3iBRqni

https://bit.ly/3iBRqni
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https://bit.ly/3iBRqni

https://bit.ly/3npdXr6
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https://bit.ly/3npdXr6

Tell Mohammad not to send 
people here, it is a trouble, 
tell Mohammad Jamil and 

know 
anyone, they call them 
Foulan), right? Tell him that 
he is absolutely useless, 
1%. Tell, that Alan is 
sending greetings and that 

from this one, 1%, ok? 

FTUTaT]RT :

https://youtu.be/5nP4iDySshw
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FTUTaT]RT ;

FTUTaT]RT <

FTUTaT]RT =
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FTUTaT]RT >

%,*-'+/$0),+!(''

, I swear of 
sublime God
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5]]Tg ,3 @Xbcb ^U U^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTab

@Xbcb ^U :H:b caP]bUTaaTS Qh HdaZTh c^ 5iTaQPXYP] PRR^aSX]V c^ cWT 5a\T]XP] =]cT[[XVT]RT

b^daRTb

@Xbc 5

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

@Xbc 6

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

1. :PWX\ =bbP

2. EPbbT\ AdbcPUP P[&>Pi\^da%

3. Saif Abu Bakr #GPXU 6P[dS$%

Al Hamza 

4. Alaa Jneid%

Al Hamza 

5. MuhammPd Al-Jasim%

Al Hamza 

6. Mustafa Ghanti%

-

23

7. 5SWP\
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8. AdWP\\PS 5QSd[ FPiiP` #]XRZ]P\T AdWP\\PS
GWPP[P]$

-

9. AdWP\\PS >PbbT\( 5Qd 5\bWP%

10. 5QdTQXST 5[Y^]dQX(5[&>P]dQX%

11. AdbcPUP AdWP\\PS P[&?dSda

12. <PbP] AdWP\\PS GPVWXa

13. BPY\ BX\a(BP\a P[&?WP[X[(<TQa^]

14. ?WP[XS AdbcPUP 5QaPb

15. 5W\PS :TXbP[ P[&=QaPWX\

16. 5QSd[[PW GdQWX <P\PSP

17. AdbPQ <PbP] P[&<PbP]

18. 5QSd[[PW 5QSd[PiXi GW^QPZ

19. GP\Xa 5QSd[PiXi GW^QPZ

20. 5[X 5QSd[ZWP[TZ <Pbbd]

21. <dbbTX] 5QSd[ZWP[TZ <Pbbd]

22. >XWPS 5W\PS P[&<P\PeX(K^dbTU =QaPWX\ >P\P[

23. 6PbX[ C\Pa AdbcPUP

24. CQTXSP 5QSd&[&FPW\P] BPbTa

25. :TXbP[ AdWP\\PS P[&5W\PS

26. AdWP\\PS 5QSd[aPW\P] ?PaX(?PQX

27. 5QSd[[PW <PbbP] GW^QPZ
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28. ?WP[TS JPWXS P[&>d\qP

29. GP\X AdWP\\PS ;WP]S^da

30. 5QSd[PiXi AdWP\\PS ?PQX

31. 5W\PS GWTWPSX GWaThSX

32. KdbTU =QaPWX\ >P[P[(>P\P[

33. <PbP] ?P\T[ P[&5ZSX

34. KPiP] JP[XS Cb\P]

35. BPSTa AdbP :PaXb

36. AdbcPUP ?WP[TS P[&8XZ(8TTZ

37. p5SX[ 5QSd[aPW\P] P[&C\Pa

38. KP\X] JP[XS 5QSX]

39. GWPP[P] APaqX ?WP[X[

40. AdWP\\PS 5W\PS 6iP\P]X

41. =QaPWX\ AdbcPUP <P\PSTW

42. KPbTa 5QSd&[&@PcXU 5QSd&[&EPSTa

43. <P\\^dS =QaPWX\ <P\\^dS

44. 5W\PS 5QSd[]PbTa APWTa

45. 5W\PS :TXbP[ P[&=QaPWX\

46. 6PaPZPc AdWP\\PS AdWbX] <P\\PbW

47. 5QSd[[PW LPWa P[&8X] 5YX]X

48. 5[X AdWP\\PS 8PfP[XQX
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49. AdWP\\PS =QaPWX\ >d\PqP

50. ?WP[XS JP[XS P[&FPW\^d]

51. 5i^de(=i^ APW\dS P[&K^dbTU

52. 5W\PS =\PS 6XbPaPW(6XbWPaPW

6XiPaPW(6iPaPW

53. O5i PS&8X] <PSa GWPZXa

54. <TXcWP\ ?TXZ

55. =bP\ ?TXZ

56. AdbcPUP 5Ydi

57. KPWhP AT[[P

58. HPaTZ G^ZWcP%

@Xbc 7

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT ^U QXacW

1. Zakaria Ahmad Qadi 1988

2. Mumammad Nuri Abu Ali 1991

3. Mazen Kamal Qara Bujuk 1977

4. Ali Adib Raslan 1994

5. Zahir Abdu-l-Wudud 1990

6. Omar Mustafa Hoban 1996
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7. Muhammad Hashem Qadi 1996

8. 1988

9. Munif Majid Qujak 1995

10. Omar Muhammad Abu Ali 1991

11. Muhammad Mustafa Hajj Abu Ali 1992

12. Muhammad Muhammad Ali Abdel Hadi 1988

13. Murad Ahmad Qara Bujuk 1991

14. Teymur Hanfi Bostanji 1996

@Xbc 8

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.

8.

9.

10.

*+' 5QS P[&>PQQPa EPbcd]

@Xbc 9

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa D[PRT ^U QXacW

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

@Xbc :' 8T\XbTS :H:b PRR^aSX]V c^ cWT 5a\T]XP] =]cT[[XVT]RT b^daRTb

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

1.
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:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

/RCQB

27.

28.

29.

30.
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:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa 8PcT P]S _[PRT ^U
QXacW

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

@Xbc ;' :XVWcTab fXcW b^RXP[ ]Tcf^aZ _a^UX[Tb

:^aTXV] cTaa^aXbc UXVWcTa G^RXP[ \TSXP PRR^d]c

*' T=0U9 6E$> https://bit.ly/30I7EFm

https://www.facebook.com/amer.sohta1

+' mVInR Z=_� https://bit.ly/3nuLDUv

https://www.facebook.com/kemal.sohta

,' T=0U9 4F1E https://www.facebook.com/muhammed.sohta

https://www.facebook.com/mehmet.sohta.7

-' T=0U9 %7> ��>

Ali Azt So hta, (killed)

https://www.facebook.com/aliazt.sohkta

.' T=0U9 85UJ H$L@ https://www.facebook.com/mazen.nors

/' T=0U9 85UJ 3"6E

Murad Sokhta,

https://www.facebook.com/murat.sohta.39

https://www.facebook.com/murat.sohta.10

0' U2l: 4F/! 6E$>
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Amir Ahmad Sheikhu

1' T?F. GlP"6'"

2' RCQB 4F/"
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Police of Armenia 

Interpol 

National Central Bureau 

12/24/2020 

Dear Mr. Avagyan, 

We would like to inform you that the military tribunal of the Republic of Armenia has 
solicited Syrian Interpol officials for certain information.  

In response to our request, Syrian Interpol officials have informed us that Syrian 
mercenary recruitment has been conducted by the former (retired) Turkish military advisor to the 
President of Turkey, Adnan Tanriverdi, through Sadat, a private Turkish military company. The 
recruitment has been conducted in Syrian regions that are under Turkish military control, 
particularly in the Afrin region of northern Syria, in the suburbs of Aleppo, as well as within 
terrorist militant groups Ahrar al-Sham, Arhar al-Sharqiya, [unable to translate name], the Sultan 
Murad Division, [Suleyman Shah], and Sham legion. 

Al Hamza brigade, [unable to translate name], and [Caucuses Martyrs] terrorist groups 
were gathered at the border checkpoint of Kalas, from where they were transported to Gaziantep 
and other Turkish airports by Turkish special forces. Thereafter, those mercenary groups were 
transported, group by group, to Azerbaijan. These mercenaries were paid between $1,000 to 
$2,000 USD per month on a 36-month contractual basis.   

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
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The following is information pertaining to the mercenaries’ transportation to Azerbaijan 
sent by trusted Syrian sources: 

- 10/04/2020: Under the direct control of Turkish special forces, 12 Al-Hamza terrorist 

mercenaries were transported from Ras al-Ayn to the Syrian-Turkish border near Al-

Hasakah. Thereafter, they were transported to Ankara, Turkey, and on October 5, 2020, 

were transported by air to Azerbaijan.  

- 10/13/2020: Turkey announced payments of $1,800 USD to the terrorist mercenary 

groups to fight against Armenia. 

- 10/16/2020: Turkish special forces gathered mercenaries under the [terrorist national 

army] to transport to Azerbaijan. 

- 10/17/2020: Turkish special forces decided to send 70 terrorist mercenaries from Ahrar 

al-Sharqiya who were transported from Suluk, Syria, to Ras al-Ayn, near Al-Hasakah. 

Thereafter, they were transported to Turkey, and from there to Azerbaijan. At the same 

time, special instructions were given by the Turkish special forces to the rest of the 

terrorist mercenary groups to send 100 more terrorist mercenaries to Azerbaijan to fight 

against Armenia. Refusal to participate was met with threats of imprisonment and a 

hearing in front of a military tribunal with sentences of death.  

Our Syrian Interpol colleagues have informed the National Central Bureau that they 

possess no information regarding [Mustafa Kanti] and [Amin Ammar Es-Said]. No further 

information was provided.  

Lieutenant Colonel of the Chief of Police  N. Hakoryan 
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(Verdict?) (Decision?) 

Regarding the conviction of the individual  

November 8, 2020            City of Yerevan  

I, R.H. Vardanyan, first-rank advisor to special committee of investigational and 
criminological main bureau, after investigating criminal case number 69108320, and taking into 
consideration the sufficient facts, declare Muhammad al-Jasimi (nickname: Abu Hamsha) guilty.   

Muhammad al-Jasimi (nickname: Abu Hamsha) 

Born 1985; Arabic ethnicity; citizen of the Syrian Arabic Republic; 
born in the Hama region of northern Syria; head of Shah Sultan 
Suleyman international terroristic group; according to pre-
investigational information, is currently in Azerbaijan, and is 
directing the actions of an international terroristic group  

He is found guilty on the following grounds: committing dangerous acts against the public; 
being the head of Shah Sultan Suleyman international terroristic group; not being a permanent 
resident of Azerbaijan but a citizen of the Syrian Arabic Republic; not being part of Azerbaijani 
military forces; not having been sent by Syrian Arabic Republic officials or another country to 
serve militarily; enlisting more than 2,000 mercenaries (who would potentially receive financial 
rewards) with the assistance of his brother, Seyf Amsha, and transporting them to Azerbaijan; and 
engaging in an aggressive military campaign against Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia starting 
on September 27, 2020 and under the supervision of Azerbaijani military officials.  

Starting in June 2020, Muhammad al-Jasimi, his brother Seyf Amsha, Ibrahim Rab Ayali, 
and other individuals began amassing mercenaries for a monthly reward of $2,000 USD. Among 
the 2,000 other Syrian citizens who were involved were: Yusef Alabet al Haji, Muharab 
Muhammad al Shkeri, Ahmad al Taibbi, Abu Stef al hindavi, Abu Diab halabi. Al-Jasimi and his 
brother organized three-month-long trainings in the military center of the northern Syrian town of 
Shaykh Hadid during which the mercenaries underwent skills and weapons training.  

During the months of July and August of 2020, Azerbaijani military officials planned 
aggression against Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia. Related to this objective, and before the 
planned act of aggression, they started to enlist the international terroristic mercenaries in 
agreement with Muhammad al-Jasimi. Al-Jasimi, with the help of Turkish military officials, 
transported a group of 500 mercenaries to Azerbaijan through Turkish territory without any 
encumbrances pertaining to passports and placed them in special military sites.     

Between August and September 25, 2020, prior to the military aggression against Artsakh 
and the Republic of Armenia, Muhammad al-Jasimi and Seyf Amsha transported around 1,000 
mercenaries to Azerbaijan. Thereafter, by October 18, 1,000 new mercenaries were transported to 
Azerbaijan. Under the aegis of al-Jasimi, all of the mercenaries received military uniforms, 
weapons, ammunition, radio equipment, transportation, and other necessary means for war from 
Azerbaijani military forces. 

Being in Azerbaijan, Muhammad al-Jasimi, with the assistance of Azerbaijani and Turkish 
military officials, coordinated the mercenary groups involved in the war against Artsakh and the 
Republic of Armenia launched by Azerbaijani military officials.  



2 

62988211.v1 

Muhammad al-Jasimi organized special units that were given an order to attack villages in 
Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia, to exterminate the civil and military population, to bomb, 
and to start fires, thus destabilizing the situation inside Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia. 
Muhammad al-Jasimi also ordered the beheading of civil individuals for a reward of $100 USD 
per head.  

Since September 27, 2020, the international terroristic group of Shah Sultan Suleyman 
under the command of Muhammad al-Jasimi and alongside the Azerbaijani military forces were 
involved in active war that was systematically planned beforehand. 

Thus, Muhammad Al-Jasimi is guilty of Article 38-389; point 1 and 2 of Article 390, 
Section 3; and point 1 and 3 of Article 395 of the criminal code of the Republic of Armenia. 

Based on the abovementioned Articles, and as per Article 202 and 203 of the criminal code 
of the Republic of Armenia, it so ordered. 

1. Under this criminal case, Muhammad al-Jasimi is found guilty under Article 38-389; 
point 1 and 2 of Article 390, Section 3; and point 1 and 3 of Article 395 of the criminal code of 
the Republic of Armenia. 

2. As per this verdict, Muhammad al-Jasimi will be notified and served a copy of this 
verdict. 

3. A copy of this verdict shall be sent to the military tribunal of the Republic of Armenia. 

Head of Department    []           R.H. Vardanyan  
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DECISION 

Yerevan city’s court of first instance of general jurisdiction (Henceforth also “the Court”) 

Presiding Judge: M. Martirosyan 

Secretary: A. Hovhannisyan 

Participating individuals: 

Investigator of the General Department of Investigation of Particularly Important Cases of the 
Investigative Committee of the Republic of Armenia : K. Ghazaryan 

Defense Counsel: E. Aghajanyan 

February 23, 2021   Yerevan, Armenia   

Closed-door court hearing conducted by the head of the special committee of criminal 
bureau R. Vardanyan [unsure of the formal title of the detective]; henceforth also “Detective,” 
regarding the criminal defendant’s mediation on February 18, 2021, case number 69108320. 

Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri 

Born on May 3, 1975; ethnically Arab; citizen of 
the Syrian Arab Republic; married with three 
minor children; as per his admission, he was 
convicted in 1988 for an unintentional murder; 
his place of residence being the northern Syrian 
village of Atme; he is currently being treated at 
the special ward of Yerevan’s military hospital; 
he is being charged under the penal code of the 
Republic of Armenia, Article 389, Section 34-390, 
part 1, point 1, part 3, point 1, of Article 395, part 
3. 

He has been under arrest since October 30, 2020.  

Decision on prolonging detainment  
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On February 18, 2021, the head of the special committee of criminal bureau [unsure of the 
formal title of the detective], R. Vardanyan provides the following information on the prolonging 
of Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkeri’s detainment. 

On September 27, 2020, at around 5:15 p.m., Azerbaijani military authorities, violating the May 
12, 1994 trilateral ceasefire treaty signed by the defense ministers of the Republic of Artsakh, the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, and the Republic of Armenia, and violating Article 2 point 4 (All 
Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent 
with the Purposes of the United Nations) of the UN Charter adopted on  June 26, 1945 (which 
came into force on October 24, 1945; Armenia became a UN member on March 2, 1992), 
violating the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 3314 adopted on December 14, 1974 
(The invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of the territory of another State, 
Bombardment by the armed forces of a State against the territory of another State or the use of 
any weapons by a State against the territory of another State; An attack by the armed forces of a 
State on the land, sea or air forces, or marine and air fleets of another State), violating Article 8-
bis of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court adopted on June 17, 1998, violating 
provisions of the International Convention Against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training 
of Mercenaries adopted on 1989 by the UN, launched a full-scale offensive along the entire line 
of contact between Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijani forces, using mortars, rockets, artillery, 
aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles, committing an act of aggression and unleashing an 
!##%"&&$'" (!% )

Leading an aggressive campaign of war, the armed forces of Azerbaijan planned to achieve 
a military advantage, violating Articles 48, 51(2), (4) part 3, 52(2) and 85 part 5 of the Additional 
Protocol 1 of Geneva Convention of August 12, 1949, as well as Rule 1, 7, 11, 12 and 54 of 
Customary international humanitarian law (State practice establishes responsibility regardless of 
whether the State is a party to the Additional Protocol 1 or the ICC Statute). Using mercenaries 
formed before their military campaign; using banned methods of warfare; treating civil and 
military populations indiscriminately, the Azerbaijani military authorities targeted the peaceful 
civilian population, particularly shelling the city of Stepanakert, as well as the following regions 
of Nagorno Karabakh: Askeran, Shushi, Kashatagh, Martuni, Martakert, Shahumyan, Hadrut. 
They also targeted nearby sites, causing loss of human life and destruction of property.  

As per this, criminal case number 69108320 has been created under the penal code of the 
Republic of Armenia, Article 384, [unsure as to the exact penal code being referenced]. 

During the investigation, facts were obtained pertaining to the Republic of Azerbaijan’s 
intent to use enlisted mercenaries from the very first day of their military campaign.  

On October 10, 2020, starting at noon, a humanitarian effort to exchange prisoners of war, 
other detained individuals, and the bodies of dead soldiers was put into place via a trilateral 
agreement between the foreign ministers of the Russian Federation, the Republic of Armenia, and 
the Republic of Azerbaijan.   

However, the Azerbaijani authorities, ignoring principles concerning:  
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� the maintenance of international peace and security and the promotion of good 

neighborliness and friendly relations and cooperation among States, the necessity of 

combating the worldwide escalation of acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, 

provided by the “International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings” 

adopted by the General Assembly resolution 52/164 on December 16, 1997,    

� the inevitability of the implementation of effective measures against acts of terrorism, 

prosecution and conviction of persons committing such acts under the European 

Convention on the Prohibition of Terrorism, 

� the necessity and importance of strengthening the fight against terrorism and strengthening 

cooperation for this purpose, as well as preventing the commission of terrorist crimes and 

recruitment and training for terrorist purposes under the European Convention on the 

Prohibition of Terrorism, 

� provisions of the resolution 49/60 on “Measures to eliminate international terrorism” 

adopted by the General Assembly on December 9, 1994 and of the treaty on Cooperation 

of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States in Combating the 

Financing of Terrorism, 

on October 10, 2020 at 12:00 p.m., breaching their obligations under the ceasefire agreement, 
continued to use mercenaries who, being members of terrorist groups specially recruited to receive 
monetary compensation, carried out international terrorism with the aim of destabilizing the 
internal situation of a foreign State by organizing and carrying out explosions, arson and other 
similar actions. Further, the Azerbaijani authorities continued actions aimed at destroying and 
damaging people, buildings, structures, roads, communication facilities, communications 
equipment and other property by committing strikes on a number of settlements of the Republic 
of Armenia and Artsakh using mortars, rockets, artillery, aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles. 

During the criminal investigation, facts were obtained regarding the forcing of the 
mercenaries by Azerbaijani military authorities to continue the military campaign during the 
ceasefire in the region of Horadiz, wearing Azerbaijani military uniforms.  

The mercenaries organized an offensive at Karakhambeli in particular at 12:05 p.m. on 
October 10, 2020, after which they engaged in subversive acts and tried to intrude the region of 
Hadrut.  

On October 11, 2020, Azerbaijani forces systematically shelled Stepanakert, Martuni, and 
Shushi, as well as significant rural areas. That same day, the mercenaries intruded into the town of 
Hadrut, killing soldiers of the Republic of Artsakh, burned homes, and violently killed civilians, 
including a woman and her disabled son.  
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On October 12, 2020, the military tribunal of the Republic of Armenia opened criminal 
case number 90100520 under Section 389 of the penal code which has continued at the special 
bureau through October 16, 2020.  

On October 16, 2020, a decision was made to combine criminal cases numbered 69108320 
and 90100520 under case number 69108320.  

During the investigation, it was verified that Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri, not being a 
citizen of the Republic of Azerbaijan; not being a permanent resident of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan; being a citizen of the Syrian Arab Republic; and not being sent by the Syrian Arab 
Republic or another state to officially be in the Azerbaijan military forces participated in the 
military campaign of the latter for monetary gain. In particular, in mid-September of 2020, he was 
given an offer by Abu Hussein who represented the head of the terrorist group Al Hamshat, Abu 
Hamsha to participate in a military campaign for a monetary prize.  

For the above purpose, he traveled to the village of Sheikh Hadit of the Syrian Arabic 
Republic where Abu Hussein was and expressed his willingness to participate in a military 
campaign in exchange for $2,000 USD or the equivalent amount in Turkish lira. Thereafter, on 
October 17, 2020, Abu Hussein 23 organized a group of 17 individuals and traveled to the 
checkpoint of Al Ghus in a Kia truck. Here, about 250 mercenaries were gathered and moved to 
the suburbs of Kilis in trucks, where also present were commanders of the groups Sukur, Al 
Hamzat, Sultan Murad, and Al Amshat. An individual of the title Colonel Mahmud, serving under 
Al Amshat terroristic leader Abu Hamsha, selected 250 mercenaries, among them Muhhrab 
Muhammad al Shkheri. Five groups were formed. 

   The same day around 11:00 p.m., the abovementioned five groups with 250 members in 
each, led by their commander Abu Hamsha, without any identification with the permission of the 
Turkish border guard services, crossed the Turkish border on foot. Later they were transported by 
five buses to an airport in Turkey. They crossed the police checkpoint, got on a plane bearing a 
Turkish flag and were transported to another Turkish airport. The mercenaries were met by 50 
Turkish military personnel who escorted Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri and the other members 
of the group to the plane bearing an Azerbaijani flag, which later (October 18th) landed in 
Azerbaijan. There they were met by more than 30 Azeri military personnel, who were definitely 
aware of their mission. Later, the terrorists were transported to one of the Azeri military bases. 
There they stayed for seven days. They were given military uniforms with Azeri badges and 
weapons. Particularly, each group consisting of 50 members was given anti-tank grenade 
launchers, Russian “PKS,” and AKs. Their commander, Abu Hamsha was also provided a white 
Toyota pick-up truck.  

On October 25th, 2020, Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri, with the other members of “Al 
Amshat,” were placed in a special military camp led by Abu Hamsha. Here, 180 members were 
already present. 70 members of Al Amshat were either killed or wounded in the military operation. 
On October 25th, 2020, around 4 a.m., Abu Hamsha ordered al Shkheri and other 250 members of 
the group to get ready for an attack. For that purpose, the abovementioned terrorists, accompanied 
by two Azeri officers positioned themselves near one of the Artsakh border villages. Abu Hamsha 
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ordered to capture the village and kill all soldiers and civilians. They were instructed not to leave 
anyone alive, to burn down and blow up all the houses. Thus, to destabilize the situation in Artsakh. 
Al Shkheri, with the other members of Al Amshat, launched an attack, but they were unexpectedly 
stopped by the armed forced of the Republic of Artsakh. On November 1st, 2020, a decision was 
made to recognize Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri as a suspect and place him under arrest. This 
decision was approved by the court.  

The suspect, Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri, has given a detailed testimony of him being 
recruited as a mercenary in an international terrorist group, transported from Syrian Arabic 
Republic through Turkish territory and then to Azerbaijan, and being involved in military activities 
and other criminal deeds. The defendant, Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri, has partially admitted 
the charges against him, stating that he has not killed anyone during the military operation. During 
the investigation, the body implementing the criminal proceedings has forwarded a request to 
Syrian authorities emphasizing the necessity of the investigative and judicial procedures. In 
addition, an assignment has been given to the special unit at the National Security Bureau of the 
Republic of Armenia to continue intelligent operations. The body, implementing the criminal 
proceedings, has obtained sufficient information regarding the 12 international terrorist groups 
involved in the aggression against the Republic of Artsakh as well as personal data of 150 
mercenaries. Additional information has been obtained of 4000 terrorists. The accused Muhhrab 
Muhammad al Shkheri, has gone through several investigative and judicial procedures including 
forensic lab tests of blood, hair, and urine.  

Based on facts, the investigative body has concluded to recognize the head of “Sultan 
Suleman Shah,” Muhammad Al-Jasimi (Nicknamed: Abu Hamsha), as a culprit under Article 38-
389, 390 part 3 point 1,2, 390 part 1 and 3. The latter has been announced as wanted. A detention 
will be imposed as a preventive measure. In addition, the investigative body has concluded to 
charge three other terrorists with the criminal acts under Article 389, 390 part 3 point 1, 395 part 
3 of the Criminal Code of the RA. A detention will also be imposed as a preventive measure.  

In order to secure the completeness, versatility, and objectivity, of the criminal case 
investigation. The results of operational intelligence measures are needed. It is very important to 
clarify several essential circumstances to implement other necessary investigative and judicial 
procedures. For all this, an additional month is needed. Thus, a need arose to extend the accused 
Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri’s detention period. Considering the volume and the particular 
complexity of the investigative and judicial procedures, as well as the collection, inspection, and 
the evaluation of the facts pertaining Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri and his possible 
accomplices, the whole range of their criminal acts and to make a legal assessment, an additional 
month is needed. Meanwhile, Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri’s detention time ends on February 
28th, 2021. Considering the above circumstances and the facts obtained during the investigation, 
there might be a serious concern that Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri upon release from custody 
can hide from justice and commit new criminal acts. He is accused of criminal acts that are 
punishable by minimum 1 year to life imprisonment. In other words, the conditions and grounds 
for applying pre-trial detention to accused, still exist.  
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1.2. The investigator, guided by the Articles 135,136 and 285 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
of the Republic of Armenia made a motion to extend the pre-trial detention period of the accused 
by one month. 

1.3. During the court session, investigator K. Ghazaryan announced the request insisted on it 
and asked to grant it.  

1.4. The public defender objected, stating that there was no reasonable suspicion. 
Furthermore, large-scale works are mentioned in the petition, but the completion of the preliminary 
investigation was not mentioned. Therefore, the mediation has a formal nature. 

1.5.According to the investigator's protocol dated February 23, 2021, the accused-Muhhrab 

Muhammad Al Shkheri, who was in the Yerevan-Kentron Penitentiary Institution of the Ministry 
of Justice of the Republic of Armenia, being informed about the place and time of the court session, 
said that he did not wish to personally attend the court session and asked to hold a court session in 
his absence. 

2. After listening to the parties and studying the materials submitted to the court, the court 
finds the following: 

2.1. According to Article 27 of the RA Constitution: 

Everyone shall have the right to personal liberty. No one may be deprived of personal liberty 
otherwise than in the following cases and as prescribed by law (…) 

(4) for the purpose of bringing a person before a competent authority where there exists a 
reasonable suspicion that the person has committed a criminal offence, or a justified necessity of 
preventing the committal of a criminal offence by the person or his or her fleeing after having done 
so (…) 

According to Article 135 part 1 of the RA Criminal Procedure Code: 

Preventive measure shall be executed by the court, prosecutor, investigator and inquiry body 
only when the material obtained for the criminal case provides sufficient reason to assume that the 
suspect or the accused may: 

1) hide from the body which carries out the criminal proceeding; 

2) inhibit the pre-trial process of investigation or court proceeding in any way, particularly by 
means of illegal influence of the persons involved in the proceeding, concealment and falsification 
of the materials relevant to the case, negligence of the subpoena without any reasonable 
explanation; 

3) commit an action forbidden by Criminal law; 

4) avoid the responsibility and the imposed punishment; 

5) oppose the execution of the verdict. 

According to Article 136 part 1 of the RA Criminal Procedure Code: 
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The preventive measure shall be executed upon the order of the prosecutor, investigator, 
inquiry body or the court. The decision of the body which carries out the criminal proceeding shall 
be substantiated; it shall indicate the crime in which the suspect or the accused is suspected and 
prove the necessity of execution of one of the preventive measure measures. 

According to Article 139 part 1 of the RA Criminal Procedure Code: 

If the investigator and the inquiry body find it necessary to extend the term of the detainment 
of the accused, they shall submit a reasonable, substantiated explanation for such a decision to the 
prosecutor no later than 10 days before the expiration of the detainment period. If the court agrees 
with this decision to extend the detainment period, an appropriate decision is made no later than 5 
days before the expiration of the detainment period prescribed by the court. 

        According to Article 151 part 1 of the RA Criminal Procedure Code: 

        Upon necessity the preventive measure can be substituted by the body which carries out the 
criminal proceeding.  

        According to Article 285 part 1 of the RA Criminal Procedure Code:  

        When necessary to use arrest as a means to secure the appearance or extend the arrest, the 
prosecutor or the investigator appeals to the court to use this measure or to extend the arrest. The 
decree concerning the appeal must indicate the motives and grounds of arresting the accused. The 
decree is attached to materials supporting the justification of the appeal.  

        The Cassation court of the RA in its decision AVD/0022/06/08 adopted on October 31, 2008 
stated: 

         26.   Based on the comparison and interpretation of Legislative and Precedent Regulations 
on the extension of the period of detention, the Court of Cassation considers that the period of 
detention of the accused may be extended if the following two conditions are simultaneously met: 

         a) the grounds and conditions for the arrest as a preventive measure continue to exist or new 
grounds for the detention of a person have appeared; 

         b) the body conducting the examination of the case has shown the necessary diligence to 
ensure the progress of the case; 

As for the gravity of the crime that the person is accused of, although it is essential in 
determining the probable behavior of the accused, it should be assessed in the context of the other 
circumstances of the case, in particular, those specified in part 3 of Article 135 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenia. In this regard, the investigation may also consider 
the nature of possible investigative actions that have not yet been carried out, as well as the 
possibility of the accused's influence on the investigation and its objectivity.

According to the protocol of the investigator, the accused being held at Yerevan Central 
Prison, after being informed about the place and time of the court session, stated that he did not 
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want to appear in person at the session and asked to hold it in his absence. Subject to judicial 
review, the investigator’s petition to extend of detention of the accused, Muhhrab Muhammad Al 
Shkheri, by one month was granted. The judge considers that reasonable suspicion regarding the 
actions attributed to the accused continues to exist, which is substantiated by the materials 
presented to the court, including the following testimony of Muhhrab Muhammad Al Shkheri 
made on October 31st, 2020.  

“I was born in Syrian Arab Republic, Hama Region, in the village of Totah. I Lived there 
till 2016. In October or November of 2016, our village was shelled by ISIS. I had a motorcycle. I 
took my wife Nazha Haled Stephy and my three teenage children and moved to the Synjar Region 
where my uncle lived with his family. We stayed there for about a month. ISIS was expanding. 
They reached the village where we were staying. We gathered our belongings and moved to Atmi 
village near the town of Sarmad. This was my last residential address. We lived in a camp, in tents, 
provided by different countries. My wife and my three teenage children, 12-year-old Yamen, 11-
year-old Bilal, and 9-year-old Rabii, lived with me in the village of Atmi. Before my arrival here, 
a month before October 18 of this year, we heard from the young people at the camp that there 
was a war between Armenia and Azerbaijan in Artsakh. There was a prior conversation, with a 
person named Abu Hussein 23 sent by Abu Hamsha, the commander and chief of Al Amshat 
group. There was a suggestion as to who would go to Libya to participate in military exercises in 
exchange for a sum equivalent of $1,500 in Turkish currency. Abu Hussein 23 is my uncle’s friend. 
He offered to recruit young people, saying that if there were individuals who wanted to join, they 
should go to him and get registered. My neighbor Hussein said that he decided to accept the offer. 
He asked me if I would like to join him. I told him that I would think about it and let him know. 
Next day, I met Hussien and told him that I was willing to go. We went together to the village of 
Sheikh Hadid to meet Abu Hussein 23. It was the first time I met him. My neighbor Hussien and 
I got registered. There were ten more people there and some of them arrived to get registered. The 
others were on guard duty. Hussien and I, with 6 other people, stayed at Abu Hussein 23’s place 
for two days. Then Abu Hussein 23 came to inform that we had to move to the suburbs of Kilis in 
Turkey, where the command staff of different groups was located, ‘Sukur,’ ‘Hamzat,’ ‘Sultan 
Murad Amshat,’ in particular. In the village of Sheikh Hadid, my neighbor Hussein and I were 
involved in activities. We were just waiting. However, the rest of the registered were conducting 
combat training and military exercises. Abu Hussein 23 is about 25 years old. He’s short, about 
150-160cm tall. His right leg is prosthetic below the knee. I cannot recall any other details for now. 
However, if I see his photo, I will recognize him. Two days later, my neighbor and I with 17 other 
people were transported in a Kia truck to the checkpoint called Al Ghus. About 250 people were 
transported from many different regions. We were all transported to a settlement adjacent to the 
city of Kilis where the commander chief of ‘Suleman Shah’ group Abu Hamsha was present. He 
is dark-skinned of average height with a black beard, about 35 years old. ‘Sukur,’ ‘Hamzat,’ 
‘Sultan Murad Amshat,’ and other significant group commanders were also there. 250 people were 
selected, divided into 5 groups, 50 individuals in each of them. 10 people were sent back. They 
did not meet the requirements. The city of Kilis is on the border between the Republic of Turkey 
and the Republic of Syria. There were no Turks in the area. We are all given civilian uniforms and 
sport shoes. In the evening, they brought sandwiches and told us that we were going to start 10:30-
11 p.m. The five groups were lined up in military order. We were not informed about our 
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destination. They just told us to walk towards the Turkish border. So, we crossed the border. We 
were told beforehand not to carry anything, no passports, no cigarettes, no lighters, and no 
cellphones. The border guards did not tell us anything. No questions were asked. They were aware 
of our border crossing. Abu Hamsha had an arrangement with the border guards. When we crossed 
the border, we met the Turkish patrol police, who were standing all along the road. There were 
five buses parked at the border checkpoint. We got on the buses and were transported to a Turkish 
airport. This was my first visit to Turkey. It was a large civilian airport. There were two Turkish 
police officers at the entrance. No questions were asked, no documents were checked. We saw a 
Turkish flag on the airplane. We got on the plane, and it took off. After a one hour of flight, we 
landed in another Turkish airport. We were met by 50 Turkish soldiers. We immediately passed 
through them and boarded a civilian airplane bearing the flag of Azerbaijan. There was an 
interpreter on board who was giving flight instructions in Arabic. On October 18th in the morning, 
after a two-hour flight, we landed in Azerbaijan. There were both civilian and military aircraft at 
the airport. We were met by more than 30 soldiers wearing Azeri military uniforms. Those soldiers 
knew who we were. Again, no questions were asked, no documents were checked. From there, we 
were transported to the Azerbaijan Armed Forces Academy. We went upstairs where we were 
given a bed, a blanket, and a pillow. We rested a while. Then they took us to the downstairs 
canteen. We spent the night there. Next day, October 19th, we had breakfast in the morning. Later, 
they took our photos with cellphones and put our names on them. Those people were Arabs. We 
waited there for 7 days for uniforms and weapons. The uniforms were delivered first. Those were 
Azerbaijani Armed Forces uniforms, green and black. As for the weapons they were of Russian 
production. I was given an AK. During our stay at the Azeri Military Academy, Abu Hamsha was 
with us. He was given a white Toyota pick-up truck. On October 25th, when we received the 
uniforms and arms, the Azeri soldiers told us that we were going to fight against the Armenians. I 
also must mention that there were also soldiers wearing Turkish uniforms. Those were mostly 
specialized and attached to artillery means. Among them were both officers and soldiers. Two 
hours later, we were transported to a military facility like the one at the academy. Then we were 
escorted to the basement of the building where we were given beds and bedding. We stayed there 
for 3 days. There were both Turkish and Azeri officers and soldiers in that facility. Abu Hamsha 
was staying in a separate room. After three days, we were transported to another location 50-60 
km away. It was a military facility in the wilderness, surrounded by hills. About 250 Arab 
mercenaries who were also members of Abu Hamsha’s group were already there. Some of them 
(70) had been either wounded or killed in battles against the Armenians. We learned from the 
mercenaries that they were from different Syrian towns, particularly from Idlib, Maaret, Misrin, 
and Azaz. There were about 430 mercenaries including our group. Abu Hamsha had forbidden 
them to talk about the wounded and killed. Anyone who did not follow the instructions could be 
punished by getting shot in the leg or knee. I learned that Abu Hamsha had already punished 
someone that way. Needless to say, we all knew from the very first day that we were going to fight 
against the Armenians. Two days later, we were told to get ready to participate in a military 
operation. In the morning at about 4:00 a.m., we got on Toyota pick-ups and left. There were 200 
of us. After covering about 100 km, we turned right and stopped. The whole way, we were 
accompanied by two Azeri soldiers. Our group of 200 was under the command of a Syrian Arab 
named Sheikh Ibrahim. He was wearing civilian clothing and carrying a gun. The locals brought 
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us bread and drinking water. The place was being shelled by the Armenians. Sheikh Ibrahim 
divided us into 8 groups, each group led by a ringleader. The group that I was in was led by a man 
named Rauad. We were instructed to keep 5-meter distance between each other and walked 
towards the nearby forest. We walked through the forest towards a meadow where the Armenians 
were launching their rockets. Then we went down to a deep valley where a brook was flowing. 
Sheik Ibrahim and the Azeri instructors told us not to advance but stay where we were. They 
instructed us to walk down the valley, saying that there was an abandoned Armenian village 1 km 
away. We were told to occupy the village. They did not come with us. We were also instructed to 
kill all the Armenians remaining there, not to leave anyone alive, soldiers or civilians. When we 
approached the village, the Armenians opened fire from both sides of the valley. Rauad and the 
leader of the other group, Abu Al Jamajem, ordered us to withdraw. We did so, two of us were 
wounded. We continued to withdraw. Two more were wounded and two others were killed. Most 
probably they were left there. We managed to get out of the valley at dusk. We had all scattered, 
we were lost. We heard voices and saw Shiekh Ibrahim and the Azeri instructors. Sheikh Ibrahim 
told us to walk that way. After walking a while, we got lost again. We sat down and waited a little. 
After walking a while, we got lost again. We sat down and waited a little. Soon the other members 
of the group joined us. The Azeri instructors were guiding us but they got confused too. Minutes 
later, we were back under fire. So, we had to hide in the woods. I got wounded in the arm and leg. 
I asked for help, but my friends ignored and abandoned me. After waiting for an hour and a half, 
I decided to follow them. I left my weapon and cartridge case there and started walking up the hill. 
When I reached the other side of the hill, I saw an Armenian village and decided to walk in that 
direction. It was already morning. When I was close to the village, I saw Armenian soldiers. I 
approached them and asked for water. They laid me on the ground, searched me, put me in a car 
and took me away. It was the morning of October 30th. The Armenians did not beat or insult me. I 
am grateful to them for healing my wounds, providing food and clothing.” -  Muhhrab Muhammad 
Al Shkheri 

Question (Armenian Court): Please answer. Have you or other mercenaries under Abu Hamsha 
used any narcotics or psychoactive substances during the military operations? If yes, please give 
some details. 

Al Shkheri: Abu Hamsha used to say if there are any cowards or weak-hearted people among you, 
let them take these tablets. After taking them, people were becoming fearless. I have personally 
not taken any tablets. The others have.  

Question: For participating in military operations against the Armenians, have you been offered 
money? If yes, what was the sum offered? Please give some details. 

Al Shkheri: Abu Hamsha told me personally that my monthly salary was $2,000. The monthly 
salary of others was also $2,000. I did not get paid yet. We were supposed to get paid by the end 
of the month. However, they were being 5-10 or 15 days late with the payment. 

Question: It follows from your testimony that you were informed a month before that you were 
going to participate in the war against the Armenians, before October 18th of this year. In other 
words, you were informed about it in September, weren’t you? 
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Al Shkheri: Yes, I received an offer in mid-September against the Armenians on behalf of Turkey 
and Azerbaijan.  

Question: Were the Turkish Armed Forces supporting the Azeri Armed Forces in the war against 
the Armenians since September 27th? 

Al Shkheri: Yes, the Turkish Armed Forces were supporting the Azeri Armed Forces in the war 
against the Armenians starting September 27th. In particular, they supported with artillery and led 
military operations.  

Question: In the mentioned military operation, were any drones used by the Azeri Armed Forces? 
If yes, by whom were they governed? 

Al Shkheri: Yes, drones were used by the Azeri Armed Forces against the Armenians. They were 
governed by the Turkish military personnel. 

Question: Are “Suleman Shah,” “Sukur,” “Hamzat,” “Sultan Murad,” and “Amshat” terroristic 
groups? If yes, are they armed and do they have any intentions to carry out terrorist acts? If yes, 
did the Azeri authorities’ intend to use the Abu Hamsha’s group in which you were also involved 
to carry out terrorist activities in order to destabilize the internal situation of the Republic of 
Artsakh? In particular, arson, explosions, and other actions to destroy the population. 

Al Shkheri: Yes, “Suleman Shah,” “Sukur,” “Hamzat,” “Sultan Murad,” and “Amshat” are 
terroristic groups. They are armed and have intentions to carry out terrorist acts against the 
Republic of Artsakh. As you mentioned, the involvement of our terrorist groups by Azerbaijan 
was aimed at destabilizing the internal situation of the Republic of Artsakh by arson, explosions, 
and destruction of people, giving orders of leaving no one alive. 

Question: Please provide the Abu Hamsha group members’ cell phone numbers. 

Al Shkheri: I do not remember any phone numbers. 

Question: Were there any acquaintances or relatives in Abu Hamsha’s group? 

Al Shkheri: Yes, there were; my cousin Bashar Ahmad Al Shkher and one of my relatives Amer 
Muhammed al Hamad. They were alive.  

Question: If you see the photos, will you recognize the locations of Abu Hamsha group? 

Al Shkheri: Yes, if I see the photos, I will. 

Question: Please reveal where did the financing of the terrorist group mentioned by you come 
from, which you and other members of the groups should have been paid from? 

Al Shkheri: The financing of the terrorist groups came from Turkey. The financing was obtained 
through Abu Hamsha. He distributed the money. I know he is a rich man. Let me mention that the 
weapons for the terrorist groups were also provided by Turkey. I would like to appeal to my 
compatriot not to leave their country, not to go to the warzone regardless of the conditions. I regret 
what I did. I was trapped. I don’t want anyone to be in my situation. Any person who sees or hears 
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me and participates in battles outside his country for another country, I would advise to return to 
his homeland and find an honorable job in a fair way.  

According to Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri’s testimony of November 1st, 2020, after 
arriving in the Republic of Azerbaijan, they spent 7 days at the military academy, after which they 
stayed in a place called Hazmat for three days. In addition to their 250 members, there were also 
members of “Sultan Murad” in the mentioned place. The total number was 500 or more. Abu 
Hamsha led the group named “Suleman Shah.” “Sultan Murad” is a separate group that was formed 
in 2014-2015. The leaders of the terrorist groups were also located in the sites adjacent to the city 
of Kilis, each of them having its own fenced military units. “Suleman Shah” is the same “Al 
Amshat” group led by Abu Hamsha. The salaries were paid in Turkish lira. In the camp where they 
lived, Swedish or American mobile phones were used, with cards they could only use the 
WhatsApp application. The court notes that the remaining conditions for choosing detention as a 
preventive measure continue to exist. Referring to the grounds of detention, Muhhrab Muhammad 
al Shkheri is charged with criminal acts under Article 389 (12-20 years or life imprisonment), 
Article 34-390, part 1, point 1, part 3, point 1 (13-20 years or life imprisonment), Article 395, part 
3 (imprisonment of a period of 5-10 years) of the Criminal code of the Republic of Armenia. The 
crimes attributed to Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri are directed against the peace and security of 
mankind. Large-scale investigative and judicial research are being conducted regarding the 
circumstances to be clarified in the case.   

The court considers that if the accused Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri remains at liberty 
at the given stage of the investigation of the case, the possibility of him hiding from the body 
conducting the proceedings remains high. The factual data obtained in the criminal case prove that 
Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri was allegedly a member of a terrorist group. He expressed his 
willingness to participate in military operations in return for material compensation and to carry 
out operations aimed at the execution of the order not to leave anyone alive. In such conditions, if 
Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri remains at liberty, the probability of hiding from the body 
implementing the criminal proceedings, as well as of the latter using his connections in terrorist 
groups to commit new crimes, including other crimes against peace and humanity, remains high. 
Therefore, the petition of the investigator is fully justified and subject to satisfaction. 

The court, evaluating the necessary diligence shown by the body investigating the case, 
notes that a reasonable number of investigative and judicial actions were performed during the 
period of detention of the accused Muhhrab Muhammad al Shkheri. They are cited in the petition 
of the investigator and are supported by the attached materials. Consequently, the investigating 
body has shown the necessary diligence to ensure the course of investigation of the case. Based on 
the above, and guided by Articles 138, 139, 173, 285, and 287 of the penal code of the Republic 
of Armenia, the Court decided to:  

1. Grant the petition of the investigator to extend the period of detention of the accused Muhhrab 
Muhammad al Shkheri in criminal case No. 69108320 by one month until March 28, 2021.  

2. To entrust the execution of the decision to the head of the relevant detention center. 
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3. To hand over the copies of this decision to the investigator, the prosecutor, the accused, and the 
defense attorney.  

4. The decision can be appealed in the order of re-examination in the Court of Appeal of the 
Republic of Armenia within five days from the moment of its publication.  

Judge M. Martirosyan 
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Visual evidence related to the transportation of SNA
fighters to Azerbaijan

J/ N&15&.#&3 VX5) "/% VY5)c "/ *."(& "/% " 7*%&0 0' 6/*'03.&%

.&/ "5 " 53"*/*/( $".1 8&3& 16#-*4)&% 0/ O&-&(3". $)"//&-4 -0$"-

50 /035)&3/ N:3*"a O)& '"5*(6&4 5)&: "3& 4&&/ */ "3& 5)& 4".& "26"_

5*/5&% 6/*'03.4 "11&"3*/( */ *."(&4 (&0-0$"5&% 50 <;&3#"*+"/a





O)*4 8"4 -"5&3 (&0-0$"5&% 50 5)& .*-*5"3: #03%&3 $3044*/( '30. N:3*"

50 O63,&: "5 C"8"3 F*-*4c <-&110a O)*4 '"$*-*5: 8"4 13&7*064-: 5)&

10*/5 0' %&1"3563& '03 NI< '*()5&34 4&/5 50 G*#:"c */ "%%*5*0/ 50

3&1035&%-: #&*/( " .*-*5"3: #"4& "/% $0.."/% $&/5&3 '03 A632"5 "-_

C".;"c "/ NI< '"$5*0/ */70-7&% */ <;&3#"*+"/ 01&3"5*0/4a H6-5*1-&

5&45*.0/*&4 (*7&/ #: NI< '*()5&34 4&/5 50 <;&3#"*+"/ .&/5*0/ 5)*4

#03%&3 $3044*/( "4 8)&3& 5)&: 8&3& "44&.#-&% 13*03 50 %&1"3563&a

gN063$&h

J/ N&15&.#&3 VV/%c 3&1035&3 G*/%4&: N/&-- 4)"3&% " 1)050 0' .&/



8*5)*/ 5)& $"3(0 )0-% 0' " 53"/41035"5*0/ "*3$3"'5a N)& *%&/5*'*&% 5)&.

"4 .&.#&34 0' A632"5 "-_C".;" */ 5)& 130$&44 0' #&*/( 53"/41035&%

'30. </,"3" 50 =",6 5)"5 %":a C08&7&3c 5)& 0/-: 7&3*'*"#-& %&5"*- */

5)*4 *."(& *4 5)"5 5)& 1-"/& *4 "/ <_XTTHc " 53"/41035"5*0/ 7&)*$-&

01&3"5&% #: 5)& O63,*4) <*3 A03$&a

H&/ 3&1035&%-: A632"5 "-_C".;" '*()5&34c */ "/ <_XTTHa



N5*-- 0' " 7*%&0 '30. 5)& <*3#64 8&#4*5&c 4)08*/( "/ &.15: <_XTTH $"3(0 )0-%a

R)*-& /05 %&'*/*5*7& &7*%&/$&c 580 O6<A <_XTTH '-*()54 8&3&

3&$03%&% 0/ A-*()5M"%"3VX 5)"5 %":a O)& '*345 %&1"35&% '30. F":4&3*c

8)&3& O6<A <_XTTHf4 "3& 0'5&/ 4503&%c #&'03& -"/%*/( */ B";*"/5&1c

$-04& 50 5)& N:3*"/ #03%&3a N&7&3"- )0634 -"5&3c 5)& 4".& "*3$3"'5 -&'5

B";*"/5&1c '-:*/( /035)8&45a A-*()5M"%"3VXc 8)*$) 13*."3*-: 53"$,4

$0..&3$*"- "*3$3"'5c -045 5)& 1-"/&f4 4*(/"- .&"/*/( 8& $"/f5 #&

463& 8)&5)&3 5)& 1-"/& -"/%&% */ </,"3" 03 D45"/#6-a O)*4 1"55&3/c

<_XTTH4 '-:*/( '30. F":4&3* 50 B";*"/5&1 50 D45"/#6- 03 </,"3"c

3&4&.#-&4 5)& 53"/41035"5*0/ 130$&44 $"33*&% 065 #: O63,&: 8)*-&

%&1-0:*/( NI< .&3$&/"3*&4 50 G*#:"a



< 4063$& $-"*.*/( 50 #& 0/ 5)& 4".& '-*()5 50-% N:3*"/4 '03 O365) ^

E645*$& 5)"5 5)*4 *."(& 8"4 /05 5",&/ */ N&15&.#&3 0' NI< '*()5&34

&/ 3065& 50 <;&3#"*+"/a M"5)&3c *5 8"4 5",&/ .0/5)4 &"3-*&3c */ E6/&c

"/% 4)084 .&.#&34 0' 5)& N:3*"/ D/5&3*. B07&3/.&/5_"''*-*"5&4

10-*$& #&*/( 53"/41035&% #: O63,&: 50 5)& G*#:"/ $*5: 0' H*43"5"a



A635)&3 */'03."5*0/ 0/ 5)& $*3$6-"5&% 1)050 3&1035&% 50 #& 0' N:3*"/4

0/ O63,*4) <XTT .*-*5"3: "*3$3"'5

O)& 4063$& 4611-*&% 5)*4 *."(& '30. 5)& $"3(0 )0-% 0' "/ <_XTTc

"--&(*/( 5)"5 *5 8"4 5)"5 *5 8"4 5",&/ 0/ 5)& 4".& E6/& VX5) '-*()5a

Analysis of Uniforms worn by SNA fighters in
Azerbaijan

N00/ "'5&3 5)& '*345 *."(&4 0' NI< .&3$&/"3*&4 */ I"(03/0_

F"3"#",) $".& 065c O8*55&3 64&34 *%&/5*'*&% 5)& 6/*26& $".06'-"(&

1"55&3/ 5)&: 8&3& 0#4&37&% */ "4 5)"5 0' 5)& <;&3#"*+"/* N5"5&

=03%&3 N&37*$& g?l7-k5 Nk3)k% S*%.k5*ha







D/5&3&45*/(-:c */ 0/& 0' 5)& *."(&4 (&0-0$"5&% 50 5)& C"8"3 F*-*4

.*-*5"3: $3044*/(c 0/& $"/ 0#4&37& #05) 5)&4& <;&3#"*+"/* =03%&3

N&37*$& '"5*(6&4 803/ #: .&/ 53"*/*/( */ 5)& #"$,(306/%c "4 8&-- "4

O63,*4) .6-5*$". '"5*(6&4 803/ #: 4&7&3"- NI< '"$5*0/4 3&1035&%-:

%&1-0:&% 50 I"(03/0_F"3"#",)a O)*4 *.1-*&4 5)"5 5)& NI< '*()5&34

3&$&*7&% 5)&4& /&8 6/*'03.4 */ N:3*"c 13*03 50 53"/4*5*/( 5)306()

O63,&: 50 <;&3#"*+"/a



@9".1-&4 0' #05) A632"5 "-_C".;" "/% A632"5 "-_N6-5"/ H63"%

'*()5&34 */ 5)& 4".& .6-5*$". 1"55&3/ $"/ #& 4&&/ #&-08b



Geolocation of unidentified fighters in Azerbaijan,
suspected to be SNA members
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Men reported to be Syrian mercenaries close to the Armenian border in Azerbaijan - from a video posted by Syrian

news organisation Jarablus News

Turkey and Azerbaijan deny that Syrian mercenaries were used in the recent

offensive in Nagorno-Karabakh but four Syrians have told the BBC that after

enlisting for sentry duties in Azerbaijan, they were unexpectedly thrown into

battle on the front line.

It was back in August of this year that the rumours started to circulate in rebel-held

areas of northern Syria: there was well-paid work to be had overseas.

"I had a friend who told me that there is a very good job you can do, just to be at

military checkpoints in Azerbaijan," one man told me.

"They told us our mission would be to serve as sentries on the border - as

peacekeepers. They were offering $2,000 a month! It felt like a fortune for us," said

another, whom I will call Qutaiba.

Both applied for the job through Turkish-backed rebel factions that make up what's

known as the Syrian National Army, a force in northern Syria opposed to President

Bashar al-Assad.

In an area where few earn more than $1 a day, the promised salary seemed like a

godsend. It's estimated that somewhere between 1,500 and 2,000 men signed up

and travelled to Azerbaijan, via Turkey, on Turkish military transport aircraft.

But the work wasn't what it seemed. The men, many of them with no military

experience, were being recruited for war - as they soon discovered when they were

taken to the front line and ordered to fight.

"I didn't expect to survive," Qutaiba says. "It seemed like a 1% chance. Death was all

around us."

Nagorno-Karabakh is a disputed enclave that fell under Armenian control during a

bloody conflict that ended in a ceasefire in 1994. Tens of thousands died and

hundreds of thousands were displaced, both from the enclave itself and from

surrounding territory occupied by Armenian forces. The international community has



not recognised the self-declared Republic of Artsakh (the Armenian name for

Nagorno-Karabakh) and this year, sensing its growing military superiority,

Azerbaijan decided to go on the attack.

Although Azerbaijan and its ally Turkey deny the use of mercenaries, researchers

have amassed a considerable amount of photographic evidence, drawn from

videos and photographs the fighters have posted online, which tells a different story.

The Syrians seem to have been deployed on the southern flank of the Azeri advance,

where casualties on both sides were extremely high. The fighters I spoke to came

under heavy fire and seemed to have been traumatised by their experiences. They

didn't want to be identified, for fear of reprisal from militia commanders, so I have

given them different names.



"My first battle began the day after I arrived," says Ismael.

"I and about 30 guys were sent to the front line. We walked for about 50m when

suddenly a rocket landed near us. I threw myself to the ground. The shelling lasted for

30 minutes non-stop. Those minutes felt like years. It was then I regretted coming to

Azerbaijan."

"We didn't know what to do, how to react," says Samir, who adds that he and many

of his fellow recruits had virtually no military experience or training.

"I saw men dying, and others who just went crazily running. They didn't have any

sense of where they were going, because they were basically civilians."

Listen to Syria's Soldiers of Fortune, on Crossing Continents, at 11:00 on

Thursday 10 December, on BBC Radio 4

Or catch up later online

All of the men say they were given little protective equipment or medical support.

Many of their fellow fighters appear to have bled to death from wounds that battlefield

medics could easily have treated.



A video posted online in early October and geolocated to the front line near Horadiz shows a 23-year-old Syrian

praying as shells land nearby - he has been identified by researcher Elizabeth Tsurkov as Mustafa Qanti from Hayyan,

near Aleppo

"The hardest moment was when one of my mates was hit," says Ismael, who was

himself later hospitalised with shrapnel wounds. "He was 20m away from me when

the shell landed. I saw him fall. He was calling to me, screaming. But his spot was

exposed to the Armenian machine guns. I couldn't help him. In the end, he just died

there."

Another Syrian says he was paralysed by fear when the shelling started.

"I remember I just sat on the ground and cried and my injured friends started to cry as

well," he says. "One guy got shrapnel in his head. He died right there... Every day I

see this. When it comes to me, I sit and cry, even now. I don't know how I survived

this war."

Estimates vary as to the exact death toll among the Syrian fighters. The Syrian

Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based group that monitors the conflict in Syria,

puts the figure at more than 500. This compares to reported figures of more than

2,400 on the Armenian side, and nearly 3,000 on Azerbaijan's side, though

Azerbaijan doesn't acknowledge that any Syrians were among them.

"We don't use mercenaries," the country's president, Ilham Aliyev, told the France 24

news network in October.

"This is our official statement and since the outbreak not a single country presented

evidence of that. And moreover we don't need that. We have an army of more than

100,000 fighters and what we are doing now on the ground demonstrates that our

army is capable of liberating its lands itself."

This is an interesting point. Why would Azerbaijan recruit Syrian fighters?



A video of four Syrians in Azerbaijan listening to a song about a Syrian National Army division was posted online by

Syrian news publication Jesr Press

Military analyst Michael Kofman, head of the Russia programme at the CNA military

research centre in Washington DC, says the goal seems to have been to minimise

Azeri troop casualties.

"They took quite a few casualties early on, especially in the south-east, and these

mercenaries were essentially used as expendable assault troops to go in the first

wave," he says.

"They calculated quite cynically that if it turned out these offensives were not

successful early on, then it was best these casualties would be among mercenaries

not Azerbaijani forces.

'Nobody cares about mercenaries."

JESR PRESS



Kinan Farzat, who is reported to have died in Nagorno-Karabakh, was a major in the Syrian National Army

Elizabeth Tsurkov, a fellow at the Centre for Global Policy, also in Washington DC,

who has spoken to dozens of Syrians who took part in the conflict, agrees that they

were "used as cannon fodder".

"They're cheap. They can be rushed to the front line with very little preparation, as

was the case in Azerbaijan - essentially people to whom you can strap a

Kalashnikov and tell, 'Go capture that hill, go capture that forest,'" she says.

And, she points out, they are desperately poor, "so they are willing to go and risk

their lives".

However, within a few days of the outbreak of the fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, in

late September, hundreds were laying down weapons and refusing to fight. Two of

those I spoke to were among them, and one sent a video of the strikers outside the

barracks where they were stationed.



A scene from a video sent to the BBC, said to show Syrians who refused to fight

"The commanders started to threaten us that they'd put us in jail in Azerbaijan for

nine months. Then they told us that even when we got back to Syria, they'd arrest us,"

says Samir.

"But there were 500 of us on strike at that point and we did start to have an effect on

them. They put together a list of our names. Then five or six days later they came and

told us to get ourselves ready: 'You are leaving.'"

Samir says that none of these men were paid a penny of the $2,000 they had been

promised, and many did not get back the personal possessions they had arrived

with in Azerbaijan.

He also claims that on their return to Syria, commanders of a rebel faction summarily

killed four men accused of organising the strike. The BBC has been unable to verify

this allegation.

Nagorno-Karabakh is not the first conflict in which Syrian fighters have been

recruited to serve recently. Allegedly through Russian and Turkish-backed security

firms, Syrians from both the rebel and government-held areas have been fighting in

the civil war in Libya for the last year or more - and on different sides.

A mercenary representing the internationally recognised Libyan government forces,

supported by Turkey, told me he'd personally participated in the capture of former

pro-Assad Syrian soldiers when driving back Russian-backed forces loyal to Gen

Khalifa Haftar.



An alleged Syrian mercenary captured by forces loyal to Libyan general Khalifa Haftar in Benghazi

Turkey has acknowledged that Syrian fighters are present in Libya, though has not

admitted recruiting them.

"We are not sending fighters to Libya. We have deep historical and close kinship

ties to Libya and we want to see a political solution and in Libya now there is a

chance for peace and talks," Turkey's ambassador to London, Umit Yalcin, told me.

When I mentioned what the Syrian fighters had told me about Turkey's role in

recruiting them to fight in Nagorno-Karabakh, he echoed Azerbaijan's official

denials. "Of course these claims are baseless and not helpful in terms of achieving

justice and peace and stability," he said. "We should focus on the deal for peace

and justice in the region."

He also alleged that Kurdish mercenaries had been fighting on the Armenian side -

a claim Armenia has rejected.

Calling on 11 November for mercenaries in the conflict zone to be withdrawn, UN

human rights experts said widespread reports indicated that Turkey had engaged in

large-scale recruitment and transfer of Syrian men to Azerbaijan. At the same

time, they said they were looking into reports that Armenia had been involved in the

deployment of foreign nationals to fight in the conflict.

GETTY IMAGES



A shot apparently of Syrian fighters in a barracks in south-western Azerbaijan - they are wearing the aqua-tinted

fatigues of the Azeri border guard service

Today, a Russian-brokered ceasefire is in operation in Nagorno-Karabakh. Under

its terms, Azerbaijan has reclaimed a significant proportion of the land it lost in the

1990s. Military analysts say that it was above all its superiority in the air, using Israeli

and Turkish drone technology, that enabled Azerbaijan to achieve the victory it now

claims.

Meanwhile, back in Syria, two of the mercenaries are trying to put the experience

behind them.

"I feel guilty for becoming a mercenary. I feel ashamed," says Samir, even though he

refused to fight after just three days on the front line.

"When people ask me, 'Did I travel?' I say no - even though they know that I went. I

feel like I am very small in their eyes… When I got there I did say no to war. I objected

to what was happening. But I'm ashamed because I trusted the mercenaries. That's

why I feel shame."



Military vehicles carrying drones made by an Azeri-Israeli joint venture take part in a rehearsal for a military parade in

the capital, Baku

This month there are unconfirmed reports in Syrian media of a new recruitment drive

in government-controlled areas. It's suggested that former pro-Assad soldiers have

been signed up, through Russian intermediaries, to guard "oil installations" in

Venezuela, on the promise of generous salaries. The BBC has not been able

independently to confirm these claims. But Elizabeth Tsurkov says that, if true, it

would follow a familiar pattern.

"The problem is Syria is so destroyed, the economy is so destroyed, that any actor

wishing to recruit fighters on the cheap can find them in Syria," she says.

"You know, this is a population that has suffered immensely - displacement,

chemical weapons, starvation, sieges, extermination in prisons - and now Syrians

are basically just accepting the logic of an international community that does not

value their lives and sees them as pawns."

I ask Samir what he would say to fellow Syrians tempted by similar offers of work

abroad.

"I'd tell them you'll lose everything, even your dignity. You won't get anything and you

might lose your life. Even if you are poor, being desperate here in Syria is way better

than going to fight for something far away you don't know anything about."

Qutaiba, who joined the rebel Free Syrian Army as a student at the start of the
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revolution, asks those who would judge the Syrians who travelled to Azerbaijan to

imagine what it is like being unable to afford milk or nappies for their children.

"Those who see us as mercenaries, they don't see our poverty and our need. We

would do anything to help our children. It's the worst thing to see your child needing

milk and you can't provide it. In our place you too would make the same decision."

You may also be interested in:

More than 300 people from Kosovo went to join Islamists fighting "holy war" in Syria

and Iraq - per capita the highest number in Europe. But not all of them match the

popular image of a jihadi, as Helen Nianias discovered when she met a hipsterish

young man for coffee in the Kosovan capital, Pristina.

'How I joined the jihadis by mistake' (2018)
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O`OX K] K ]M\KZ!
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P\YW ^RO ZK\VSKWOX^$ ^RO \SQR^] YP Y_\ KQQ\SO`ON P\SOXN] aO\O \O]^Y\ON& AY\OY`O\$ aO aY\UON

^YQO^RO\ aS^R 7<D 9NS\XO 8OZ_^c EK]SW eKUj\$ aRY aK] KV]Y K `SM^SW YP ^RO MY_Z$ KXN aS^R Y_\

P\SOXN] P\YW 585A89E$ aRY aO\O ObZOVVON P\YW ^RO K\Wc SX ^RO )10( MY_Z LOMK_]O ^ROc aO\O SX
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QY`O\XWOX^&
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As the one year anniversary of last summer’s coup

attempt in Turkey nears, many problems remain

with the narrative of events put forward by

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the Turkish

media which he tightly controls. Among the most

important questions yet unanswered, however,

revolves around the activities of SADAT, a private

paramilitary group which emerged from the

shadows on the evening of the coup: Eyewitnesses

say SADAT members fired into crowds and Turkish

military officers suspect SADAT snipers to be

responsible for at least some of the casualties that

occurred on the trans-Bosporus bridge.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan greets members of parliament from his ruling

AK Party during a meeting at the Turkish parliament in Ankara, Turkey, May 30,

2017. REUTERS/Umit Bektas.

Adnan Tanriverdi, a former general dismissed for

his Islamist leanings after the 1997 coup, founded

SADAT in 2012. After the coup, Erdogan brought

Tanriverdi into his office as chief military counselor.

Thanks to a rule change made at Erdogan’s



direction, many Islamists dismissed from the

military who found refuge in SADAT subsequently

re-joined the military with retroactive credit for

promotions they did not receive in the military

because of early termination.

That I have written about Tanriverdi and SADAT

sporadically over the past year is a reflection of the

degree to which they are a conversation among

current, retired, and purged Turkish military officers;

eyewitnesses who say SADAT was firing

indiscriminately at civilians during the coup; NATO

defense attaches stationed in Turkey; as well as

officials stationed at the NATO headquarters in

Brussels. The conclusion is the same: SADAT

appears increasingly to act as Erdogan’s personal

militia or a Turkish equivalent of the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps.

SADAT should raise eyebrows. Its website says it

both provides conventional and unconventional

military training and can supply weapons,

explosives, and other equipment to its clients, but it

appears to do much more than that. Even inside

Turkey, suspicions about the group run deep. Ali

Riza Ozturk, for example, a member of parliament

from the center-left Republican Peoples’ Party

(CHP), officially queried the Turkish government

about SADAT’s involvement in training and

equipping extremist and terror groups including the

Islamic State (ISIS, ISIL, Daesh) in Syria. Ozturk

also asked whether the government’s refusal to



also asked whether the government’s refusal to

allow members of parliament to inspect a camp in

the Hatay province was related to SADAT’s

presence and training in that camp. The

government did not respond substantively to the

question, and has even removed the transcript of

Ozturk’s questioning from the record.

Turkish officers and counterterror officials also raise

concern about SADAT’s recruitment and training in

Central Asia and Europe. Prior to Russia’s recent

rapprochement with Turkey, the Russian

government included SADAT in a report to the

United Nations about Erdogan and his family’s

support for terror organizations in Syria. Turkish

analysts also believe SADAT aids both in

recruitment in Chechnya, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan

for Syria’s most radical Sunni Islamist groups, and

the transfer through Turkey of those recruits.

Indeed, when in 2015 Russia investigated nearly

900 people traveling to fight in Syria and Iraq,

Russian authorities found that 25 percent had

connections to SADAT. Nor is the problem one

rogue group operating under the radar. According

to fighters captured by Russian security forces as

they sought to return to Russia, Turkish consulates

in Russia evidently provided Turkish passports for

the fighters from the Caucasus trained by SADAT

to fight with the Islamic State and Al Qaeda-

affiliated Nusra Front.

Perhaps the Russian penchant for fiction



masquerading as news disqualifies Russian-

sourced investigations, but in this case the Russian

conclusions coincide with those of European

counter-terror authorities. In Europe, many

politicians assume online recruiting is the main

mechanism by which young Europeans radicalize

and volunteer to fight for the Islamic State but,

increasingly, it appears that SADAT might be

engaging in a more low-tech approach. Reportedly

utilizing the assistance of the Union of European

Turkish Democrats (UETD), a pro-Erdogan lobby

group, SADAT has identified and recruited a

number of European national foreign fighters for

terror groups like the Islamic State and Nusra

Front. Again, the Turkish government appears more

deeply involved as SADAT apparently enabled

nationals from Germany, Austria, Belgium, France,

and Sweden to acquire current Turkish passports.

On March 22, 2017, Erdogan declared, “Europeans

across the world will not be able to walk the streets

safely if they keep up their current attitude

towards Turkey.” Later that day, a terrorist mowed

down several tourists in front of the British

parliament. That was likely coincidence, but recent

kidnappings of Turkish dissidents in Malaysia,

Turkish spy rings in Europe, self-described Turkish

civil society organizations in the United States

reporting on dissidents and opponents, and the

recent assault on protesters in Washington, DC,

should all raise concerns about what Erdogan and



his proxy organizations and militias are up to, for

they are certainly escalating.

It is clear that SADAT follows and enforces

Erdogan’s agenda without the constraints of being a

government entity.

It is clear that SADAT follows and enforces

Erdogan’s agenda without the constraints of being a

government entity. Such a conclusion makes sense

not only because of circumstantial evidence, but

rather because Erdogan has made SADAT’s leader

one of his top aides on par with if not more

influential than the commander of the Turkish

General Staff. Certainly, this raises questions about

their activities in the run-up and during the coup, but

it should also raise questions about Turkey’s

growing role as a terror sponsor. It seems that

Erdogan envisions SADAT in the same way that the

supreme leader of Iran views the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps, as a force to ensure

political loyalty at home and as a means to conduct

terrorism abroad while maintaining plausible

deniability in order to avoid accountability as much

as possible for its actions, blaming them on rogue

elements when necessary.

Despite Erdogan’s bluster and bombast, Turkey is

weak. Erdogan risks presiding not over a great

Ottoman resurgence, but rather Turkey’s collapse.

Against this backdrop, he is pursuing the strategy of

the weak—utilizing terrorism in pursuit of ideological



goals and to kneecap those who stand in the way

of further power or wealth consolidation. It’s all well

and good for NATO officials to talk about Turkey’s

military with all the diplomatic niceties of decades

past but, alas, the face of Turkish power today is

increasingly SADAT rather than the Turkish army.
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2/1/22, 3:38 PM Turkey’s Post-Coup Purge and Erdogan’s Private Army – Foreign Policy
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VOICE

Turkey’s Post-Coup Purge and Erdogan’s Private
Army
The Turkish president has brutally cleansed ranks and is building a new army with some

strange bedfellows.

By Leela Jacinto

JULY 13, 2017, 4:02 PM

4 eQM^ MR`Q^ `TQ =aXe '+# (&',# O[a\ M``QY\`# Ga^WQel_ YUXU`M^e h `TQ [ZOQ YUST`e \UXXM^ [R M _QOaXM^#

@a_XUY$YMV[^U`e _`M`Q cU`T `TQ _QO[ZP$XM^SQ_` _`MZPUZS R[^OQ UZ A4GB h TM_ X[_` U`_ >QYMXU_` [[Y\T%

GTQ SQZQ^MX_ cT[ _a^bUbQP `TQ YM__UbQ \a^SQ_ R[XX[cUZS `TM` RM`QRaX ZUST` M^Q _[ `Q^^UmQP [R C^Q_UPQZ`

EQOQ\ GMeeU\ 8^P[SMZl_ MbQZSUZS c^M`T `TM` `TQe ^[XXQP `TQU^ `^[[\_ UZ_UPQ Fe^UM h M \^[_\QO` `TQe [ZOQ

^Q_U_`QP h cU`T[a` M cTUY\Q^% GTQ YM__UbQ \a^SQ_ `TM` NQSMZ _T[^`Xe MR`Q^ `TQ RMUXQP O[a\ TM_ _QQZ

TaZP^QP_ [R `T[a_MZP_ [R OUbUX _Q^bMZ`_# VaPSQ_# _QOa^U`e [pOUMX_# MZP QY\X[eQQ_ [R _`M`Q$^aZ

UZ_`U`a`U[Z_ m^QP% GTQU^ \[_U`U[Z_ M^Q NQUZS ^M\UPXe mXXQP# [R`QZ Ne aZPQ^$ [^ aZ]aMXUmQP ^Q\XMOQYQZ`_#

bUM `TQ Ga^WU_T \M`^[ZMSQ _e_`QY [R 0(+641(72( h XU`Q^MXXe# `TQ NaUXPUZS [R X[eMXU_` OMP^Q_% GTQ YUXU`M^e

U_ Z[ QdOQ\`U[Z% A4GBl_ `[\ O[YYMZPQ^# :QZ% 6a^`U_ FOM\M^^[``U# ^MU_QP `TQ MXM^Y NMOW UZ 7QOQYNQ^#

cTQZ TQ cM^ZQP [R M iPQS^MPM`U[Zj [R `TQ MXXUMZOQl_ O[YYMZP [\Q^M`U[Z_ R[XX[cUZS `TQ m^UZS [R

i`MXQZ`QP# OM\MNXQj _QZU[^ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e [pOUMX_%

GTQ Y[^ZUZS MR`Q^ `TQ O[a\ M``QY\`# cTUOT XQR` Y[^Q `TMZ (&& PQMP# M_ Ga^W_ cQ^Q _`UXX \^[OQ__UZS cTM`

TM\\QZQP `TM` X[ZS# TM^^[cUZS ZUST`# 8^P[SMZ WZQc QdMO`Xe cT[ cM_ ^Q_\[Z_UNXQ R[^ cTM` TQ OMXXQP M

iSUR` R^[Y :[P%j GTQ OaX\^U`_# TQ \^[OXMUYQP NQR[^Q UZbQ_`USM`U[Z_ QbQZ NQSMZ# cQ^Q `TQ :aXQZU_`_# `TQ

R[XX[cQ^_ [R CQZZ_eXbMZUM$NM_QP OXQ^UO 9Q`TaXXMT :aXQZ h cT[ [ZOQ _a\\[^`QP 8^P[SMZ Na` RQXX [a` cU`T

TUY cTQZ `TQe _`M^`QP Qd\[_UZS O[^^a\`U[Z MXXQSM`U[Z_ cU`TUZ `TQ Ga^WU_T \^Q_UPQZ`l_ UZZQ^ OU^OXQ%

5a` M eQM^ XM`Q^# JQ_`Q^Z UZ`QXXUSQZOQ [pOUMX_ MZP `[\ Ga^WQe MZMXe_`_ M^QZl` ZQM^Xe _[ _a^Q [R :aXQZl_

O[Y\XUOU`e% 8M^XUQ^ `TU_ eQM^# :Q^YMZ _\e OTUQR 5^aZ[ >MTX ^QbQMXQP `TM` 4ZWM^M TM_ RMUXQP `[ O[ZbUZOQ

`TQ 5A7 R[^QUSZ UZ`QXXUSQZOQ MSQZOe `TM` :aXQZ cM_ NQTUZP `TQ UXX$\XMZZQP MZP QdQOa`QP O[a\ \X[`%

iGa^WQe TM_ `^UQP `[ O[ZbUZOQ a_ [R `TM` M` QbQ^e XQbQX# Na` _[ RM^ U` TM_ Z[` _aOOQQPQP#j >MTX `[XP `TQ

:Q^YMZ cQQWXe !,6 %5/,-,1 UZ @M^OT% JTQZ M_WQP UR `TQ Y[bQYQZ` h cT[_Q [pOUMX ZMYQ U_ ;UfYQ`# [^

i_Q^bUOQj h cM_ MZ <_XMYU_` Qd`^QYU_` [^ M `Q^^[^U_` Y[bQYQZ`# >MTX ^Q\XUQP0 iGTQ :aXQZ Y[bQYQZ` U_ M

OUbUXUMZ M__[OUM`U[Z R[^ ^QXUSU[a_ MZP _QOaXM^ QPaOM`U[Z%j 4 XQMWQP ^Q\[^` Ne <Z`OQZ# `TQ 8Hl_ V[UZ`

UZ`QXXUSQZOQ _Q^bUOQ# O[ZOXaPQP `TM` 8^P[SMZ TMP \XMZZQP M \a^SQ NQR[^Q =aXe (&', MZP MZ M^^Me [R

_[XPUQ^_# RQM^UZS `TQ a\O[YUZS YM__ m^UZS_# TM_`UXe XMaZOTQP M O[a\%
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4 ,)&$\MSQ P^MR` ^Q\[^` Ne Ga^WQel_ \M^XUMYQZ`M^e O[a\ UZbQ_`USM`U[Z O[YYU__U[Z ^QXQM_QP `TU_ @Me

^Q\QM`QP `TQ ^aXUZS =a_`UOQ MZP 7QbQX[\YQZ` CM^`e !4>C" ZM^^M`UbQ Na` RMUXQP `[ \^[bUPQ O[ZOXa_UbQ

\^[[R% @QMZcTUXQ `TQ YMUZ O[a\ `^UMX# NQSaZ aZPQ^ `TQ YQPUM _\[`XUST` QM^XUQ^ `TU_ eQM^# S[` N[SSQP

P[cZ Ne YUZP$ZaYNUZS O[Z`^M^e `Q_`UY[ZUQ_ aZ`UX U` cM_ mZMXXe \[_`\[ZQP `[ BO`% )&%

G^MZ_O^U\`_ [R JTM`_4\\ YQ__MSQ_ MY[ZS `TQ O[a\ \X[``Q^_ `TM` RM`QRaX ZUST` ^QbQMX `TM` `TQ \a`_OTU_`

S^[a\ UZ <_`MZNaX OMXXQP U`_QXR iKa^``M FaXTj UZ M ^QRQ^QZOQ `[ M cQXX$WZ[cZ YMdUY Ne Ga^WQel_ R[aZPUZS

RM`TQ^# @a_`MRM >QYMX 4`M`a^W# `TM` S[Q_# i'9688( 791.# */.(3+( 791.j !\QMOQ M` T[YQ# \QMOQ UZ `TQ

c[^XP"% GTQ OT[UOQ _aSSQ_`_ `TM` `TQ^Q O[aXP TMbQ NQQZ M YUd [R PU_S^aZ`XQP :aXQZU_`_# >QYMXU_`_# MZP

aX`^MZM`U[ZMXU_` _[XPUQ^_ MY[ZS `TQ \X[``Q^_% 4_ R[^ `TQ _Y[WUZS SaZ h MZ [^PQ^ O[YUZS R^[Y :aXQZl_

C[O[Z[_ TQMP]aM^`Q^_ h cQ TMbQZl` _QQZ `TM` M_ eQ`%

JTM` cQ P[ WZ[c R[^ _a^Q `T[aST U_ `TM` `TQ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e `[PMe U_ Z[` cTM` U` a_QP `[ NQ% Ga^WQe TM_

X[_` _[YQ [R U`_ N^UST`Q_` MZP NQ_` SQZQ^MX_% 4Z Q_`UYM`QP *&& Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e QZb[e_ `[ A4GB cQ^Q

PU_YU__QP UZ `TQ Y[Z`T_ MR`Q^ `TQ N[`OTQP O[a\# MOO[^PUZS `[ MZ BO`[NQ^ (&', EQa`Q^_ ^Q\[^`% <Z_UPQ

Ga^WQe# `TQ YUXU`M^e NX[[PXQ``UZS U_ c[^_Q% Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e MZMXe_` @Q`UZ :a^OMZ Q_`UYM`Q_ `TM`

NQ`cQQZ @M^OT MZP FQ\`QYNQ^ (&',# `TQ^Q cM_ M ). \Q^OQZ` ^QPaO`U[Z UZ `TQ ZaYNQ^ [R SQZQ^MX_ MZP MZ

. \Q^OQZ` _T^UZWMSQ UZ `TQ [pOQ^ OMP^Q_ UZ `TQ )+&#&&&$_`^[ZS Ga^WU_T 4^YQP 9[^OQ_%

;aZP^QP_ [R _MOWQP _QZU[^ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e [pOUMX_ \[_`QP M` A4GB OQZ`Q^_ MO^[__ 8a^[\Q MZP `TQ

HZU`QP F`M`Q_ NQR[^Q `TQ N[`OTQP O[a\ M^Q _QXXUZS `TQU^ OM^_ MZP `TQ RMYUXe VQcQX_ M_ `TQe `^e `[ ^QNaUXP

aZOQ^`MUZ XUbQ_ MR`Q^ RMUXUZS `[ R[XX[c O[YYMZP [^PQ^_ `[ ^Q`a^Z T[YQ h MZP PU_M\\QM^ UZ`[ Ga^WU_T

VMUX_%

4Z UZ`Q^bUQc cU`T MZ aZZMYQP Ga^WU_T [pOQ^ UZ `TQ 5^a__QX_$NM_QP &4*(1 "9645, YMSMfUZQ \^[bUPQ_ M

\^[mXQ [R `TQ `e\Q [R YUXU`M^e \Q^_[ZZQX `TQ O[aZ`^e TM_ X[_`% i< cQZ` `T^[aST [pOQ^ `^MUZUZS UZ Ga^WQe

MZP MN^[MP%g < S[` Ye YM_`Q^l_ PQS^QQ UZ HZU`QP F`M`Q_% ?UWQ YMZe [`TQ^ \a^SQP [pOQ^_# < MY M _`Mo

[pOQ^# S^MPaM`QP R^[Y JM^ 6[XXQSQ#j _MUP `TQ YUXU`M^e [pOUMX# cT[ Oa^^QZ`Xe ^aZ_ `TQ GcU``Q^ MOO[aZ`

3Ca^SQPA4GB% iCQ^_[ZMXXe# < P[ Z[` WZ[c cTe < cM_ _MOWQP%g < TMbQ Qd`QZ_UbQ QPaOM`U[Z UZ HF# <

\^[NMNXe PUP Z[` m` cQXX UZ `TQ ZQc 8a^M_UMZU_` OXU]aQ# P[YUZM`UZS `TQ Ga^WU_T 4^YQP 9[^OQ_%j

i8a^M_UMZU_` OXU]aQj U_ Z[` M RMYUXUM^ `Q^Y [a`_UPQ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e OU^OXQ_# Na` U`l_ Z[` M ZQc [ZQ% 4Z

4\^UX (&&) OMNXQ# ^QXQM_QP Ne JUWU?QMW_# R^[Y `TQ H%F% 8YNM__e UZ 4ZWM^M PQ_O^UNQ_ `TQ 8a^M_UMZU_`_ M_ M

S^[a\ [R [pOQ^_ cU`TUZ `TQ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e icT[# cU`T[a` aZPQ^_`MZPUZS `TQ Ea__UM$P[YUZM`QP ZM`a^Q

[R `TQ k8a^M_UMl O[ZOQ\`# TMbQ X[ZS _[aST` MZ MX`Q^ZM`UbQ `[ `TQ H%F% MZP M^Q O[Z_UPQ^UZS OX[_Q^ ^QXM`U[Z_

cU`T Ea__UM%j GTQ OMNXQ cQZ` [Z `[ PQ`MUX T[c M ^UbMX S^[a\ PaNNQP `TQ i4`XMZ`UOU_`_j h cT[ NQXUQbQ

Ga^WQel_ _`^M`QSUO UZ`Q^Q_`_ XUQ UZ U`_ H%F% MZP A4GB `UQ_ h cM_ X[_UZS UZnaQZOQ cU`TUZ `TQ Ga^WU_T

:QZQ^MX F`Mo%
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The Russian lovefest

@[^Q `TMZ M PQOMPQ MR`Q^ `TM` OMNXQ cM_ PU_\M`OTQP# `TQ 8a^M_UMZU_`_ MY[ZS Ga^WQel_ YUXU`M^e$OUbUX QXU`Q_

M^Q SMUZUZS S^[aZP# MZP `TQ R[^QUSZ$\[XUOe UY\XUOM`U[Z_ _`^Q`OT R^[Y Fe^UM `[ `TQ 8H `[ `TQ HZU`QP F`M`Q_

MZP# [R O[a^_Q# `[ Ea__UM% JU`T `TQ \[_`$=aXe (&', \a^SQ [R 8^P[SMZ [\\[ZQZ`_# UZOXaPUZS :aXQZU_`_ MZP

_QZU[^ 4`XMZ`UOU_`_ UZ `TQ Ga^WU_T YUXU`M^e ^MZW_# 4ZWM^M MZP @[_O[c TMbQ YMZMSQP M PU\X[YM`UO

^M\\^[OTQYQZ` [R N^QM`T`MWUZS \^[\[^`U[Z_% GT^[aST `TQ cUZ`Q^ [R (&'+$(&',# Ea__UM$Ga^WQe ^QXM`U[Z_

cQ^Q UZ M PMZSQ^[a_ OTUXX MR`Q^ M Ga^WU_T 9$', _T[` P[cZ M Ea__UMZ Fa$(* M``MOW MU^O^MR` ZQM^ `TQ Ga^WQe$

Fe^UM N[^PQ^% GTQZ `TQ O[a\ M``QY\` _aPPQZXe _\M^WQP MZ 4ZWM^M$@[_O[c _aYYQ^ [R X[bQ% 9[a^ PMe_

MR`Q^ `TQ N[`OTQP \a`_OT# `TQ `c[ Ga^WU_T 4U^ 9[^OQ \UX[`_ cT[ TMP P[cZQP `TQ Ea__UMZ Fa$(* cQ^Q

M^^Q_`QP R[^ h SQ` `TU_ h `TQU^ :aXQZU_` XUZW_% 4ZWM^M @Me[^ @QXUT :[WOQW h M _[^` [R Ga^WU_T 7[ZMXP

G^aY\ cT[ OMZ NQ aZcU``UZSXe RaZZe UR TQ cM_Zl` _[ _UZU_`Q^ h NXMYQP `TQ `c[ TM\XQ__ \UX[`_ R[^

PQ_`^[eUZS Ga^WQe$Ea__UM NUXM`Q^MX ^QXM`U[Z_% i< _Me `TU_# M_ @QXUT :[WOQW# `TQ_Q ^M_OMX_ OMa_QP `TQ ^UR`

NQ`cQQZ Ea__UM MZP a_#j `TQ 4ZWM^M YMe[^ `[XP 6AA Ga^W% iJTe2 5QOMa_Q `TQe cMZ`QP `[ U_[XM`Q a_ UZ

c[^XP \[XU`UO_% KQ_`Q^PMe# < TMP M SaQ_` R^[Y Ea__UM# MZ MPbU_[^ R[^ Ca`UZ% ;Q MS^QQ_ cU`T YQ%j

Ga^WQe MZP Ea__UM M^Q MS^QQUZS [Z M ZaYNQ^ [R U__aQ_# Y[_`Xe Z[`MNXe [Z M YUXU`M^e _`^M`QSe UZ_UPQ Fe^UM#

cTUOT U_ ]aU`Q MZ MOO[Y\XU_TYQZ` _UZOQ `TQ `c[ \M^`UQ_ cQ^Q `TQ Y[_` R[^YUPMNXQ YQYNQ^_ [R `TQU^

^Q_\QO`UbQ OMY\_ [\\[_UZS QMOT [`TQ^ [Z `TQ Fe^UMZ NM``XQmQXP% 4 Y[Z`T MR`Q^ `TQ N[`OTQP O[a\# Ga^WQe

XMaZOTQP U`_ m^_` O^[__$N[^PQ^ [\Q^M`U[Z UZ`[ Fe^UM% GTQ TQMP [R `TQ Ga^WU_T 4^YQP 9[^OQ_# :QZ% ;aXa_U

4WM^ h O[Z_UPQ^QP MZ 8^P[SMZ X[eMXU_` h _a^bUbQP `TQ \[_`$O[a\ \a^SQ1 TMbUZS ^Q`MUZQP TU_ \[_`# TQ cM_

UZ Z[ \[_U`U[Z `[ ^Q_U_` `TQ Ga^WU_T \^Q_UPQZ`l_ YUXU`M^e SMYQ \XMZ UZ Fe^UM% Ga^WQel_ B\Q^M`U[Z

8a\T^M`Q_ FTUQXP cM_ XMaZOTQP UZ M NUP `[ NX[OW >a^PU_T `Q^^U`[^UMX SMUZ_% 4ZWM^M U_ XM^SQXe R[Oa_QP [Z

`TQ CQ[\XQl_ C^[`QO`U[Z HZU`_ !KC:"# `TQ Fe^UMZ M^Y [R `TQ >a^PU_`MZ J[^WQ^_l CM^`e !C>>"# cU`T cTUOT U`

TM_ X[ZS NQQZ M` cM^% Ea__UM# cU`T U`_ QeQ [Z `TQ NUS SQ[_`^M`QSUO \UQ h ZMYQXe M O[aZ`^e [Z A4GBl_

_[a`TQM_`Q^Z nMZW `UX`UZS `[cM^P @[_O[c h TM_ PQOUPQP `TM` `TQ >a^P_# M_ MXcMe_# OMZ R^e% Ga^WQel_

Fe^UM [\Q^M`U[Z_ cQ^Q QZMNXQP Ne OX[_Q UZ`QXXUSQZOQ _TM^UZS cU`T Ea__UM# MOO[^PUZS `[ M NX[S \[_`QP [Z

Ca^SQP A4GB BpOQ^# M cQN_U`Q ^aZ Ne 3Ca^SQPA4GB% GTM` O[[^PUZM`U[Z# MUPQP Ne `TQ 8a^M_UMZU_`_#

\^[bQP O^U`UOMX UZ `TQ RMXX [R 4XQ\\[% <Z `TQ Ga^WU_T \^Q__# R[^ UZ_`MZOQ# `TQ _cM_TNaOWXUZS TQ^[ [R

B\Q^M`U[Z 8a\T^M`Q_ FTUQXP# U_ Ga^WU_T _\QOUMX R[^OQ_ O[YYMZPQ^ LQWMU 4W_MWMXXU# M 8a^M_UMZU_` cT[ cM_

Eurasianists among Turkey’s military-civil elites are gaining ground, and the
foreign-policy implications stretch from Syria to the EU to the United States
and, of course, to Russia.
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\^[Y[`QP `[ `TQ ^MZW [R XUQa`QZMZ` SQZQ^MX [Z =aXe (.# (&',# MR`Q^ \XMeUZS M YMV[^ ^[XQ UZ \^QbQZ`UZS `TQ

\a`_OT%

GTQ ZQc Ga^WQe$Ea__UM X[bQRQ_` U_ MX_[ `^MZ_XM`UZS UZ`[ YQSMNaOW_ M^Y_ PQMX_% GTU_ eQM^# Ga^WU_T

7QRQZ_Q @UZU_`Q^ 9UW^U <_UW ^QbQMXQP `TM` 4ZWM^M cM_ UZ `TQ imZMX _`MSQj [R M PQMX `[ Nae MZ F$*&& MU^

PQRQZ_Q YU__UXQ _TUQXP R^[Y Ea__UM% 5QR[^Q `TQ N[`OTQP O[a\# @[_O[c cM_ Z[` [Z `TQ _T[^`XU_` [R NUP

O[Z`QZPQ^_# cTUOT UZOXaPQP `TQ H%F% CM`^U[` _e_`QY# M 9^QZOT$<`MXUMZ O[Z_[^`UaY NUP# MZP M 6TUZQ_Q ;D$

/ PQMX% 5QUVUZS aX`UYM`QXe OXUZOTQP M \^[bU_U[ZMX PQMX# cTUOT cM_ `TQZ _O^M\\QP UZ RMb[^ [R `TQ Ea__UMZ

PQRQZ_Q _TUQXP%

4ZP _[# cTUXQ G^aY\ cM_ _aOWUZS `TQ UZ`Q^ZM`U[ZMX YQPUM [deSQZ cU`T TU_ A4GB U_ i[N_[XQ`Qj

PQOXM^M`U[Z_# Ga^WQe cM_ ]aUQ`Xe YMWUZS M PQMX R[^ M _e_`QY `TM` OMZZ[` NQ UZ`QS^M`QP cU`T A4GB

YU__UXQ PQRQZ_Q M^OTU`QO`a^Q% Ea__UM O[aXP _[[Z TMbQ MOOQ__ `[ UZbMXaMNXQ UZR[^YM`U[Z MN[a` A4GBl_

O^U`UOMX OM\MNUXU`UQ_ h Z[` `[ YQZ`U[Z Ea__UMl_ ^QMOT UZ`[ M O[aZ`^e _`^MPPXUZS 8a^[\Q MZP 4_UM# cU`T

MOOQ__ `[ `TQ 6MaOM_a_# 5XMOW MZP @QPU`Q^^MZQMZ _QM_# MZP M SM`QcMe `[ `TQ @UPPXQ 8M_`%

The deep state

JTQZ U` O[YQ_ `[ `TQ ^U_Q [R 8a^M_UMZU_`_ MZP `TQ @MOTUMbQXXUMZ ZM`a^Q [R Ga^WU_T \[cQ^ _TaqQ_#

Z[`TUZS NQM`_ `TQ mSa^Q [R 7[Sa CQ^UZOQW# `TQ XQMPQ^ [R `TQ RM^$XQR` CM`^U[`UO CM^`e# M `UZe# aX`^MZM`U[ZMXU_`

\M^`e `TM` \aZOTQ_ MN[bQ U`_ cQUST` UZ `TQ Ga^WU_T _QOa^U`e _Q^bUOQ_% GTQ `Q^Y iCQ^UZOQW S^[a\j O[YQ_

a\ _[ R^Q]aQZ`Xe UZ Ga^WU_T \[XUOe OTM``Q^UZS OU^OXQ_# MOO[Y\MZUQP cU`T _aOT TQMbe P[_Q_ [R \[XU`UOMX

UZ`^USaQ# `TM` U`l_ TM^P `[ _Q\M^M`Q `TQ Ye`T R^[Y `TQ YMZ% 9[^ _`M^`Q^_# TQ^Q M^Q `TQ RMO`_0 CQ^UZOQW U_ M

-+$eQM^$[XP XMceQ^ Ne `^MUZUZS cT[l_ \^[NMNXe NQ_` WZ[cZ [a`_UPQ Ga^WQe M_ `TQ 4^YQZUMZ SQZ[OUPQ

PQZUQ^ cT[ c[Z M R^QQ$_\QQOT M\\QMX M` `TQ 8a^[\QMZ 6[a^` [R ;aYMZ EUST`_% BZQ [R `TQ XMceQ^_ [Z `TQ

4^YQZUMZ _UPQ cM_ 4YMX 6X[[ZQe# cTUOT TQX\QP QM^Z `TQ OM_Q U`_ '+ _QO[ZP_ [R RMYQ UZ `TQ UZ`Q^ZM`U[ZMX

YQPUM%
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Syria promptly caught the attention of Turkish opposition parliamentarians.
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Erdogan nurtures elite mercenary force to rival
Russia’s Wagner Group
A close con dant of Turkey's presidenent Recep Tayyip Erdogan,Adnan Tanriverdi claims expertise in

all the dark arts of warfare

On Sep 28, 2020

In  the eyes of some, he is the Islamic world’s most powerful gun-for-hire, a well-connected ex-general with

thousands of battle-hardened Syrian mercenaries at his command. A close con dant of Turkey’s prpresident Recep

Tayyip ErErdogan, Adnan Tanrivererdi claims expertise in all the dark ararts of warfare, frfrom sabotage and counter-

insurgency to assassinations.

But as with many prprominent soldiers of fortune, it can be hard separating the man frfrom the myth. Is he, as critics

sasay, Mr ErErdogan’s private henchman, running secret Islamist armies in Libya and Syria? Or is he, as he himself

claims, just a respectable patriot who has been smeared by the president’s enemies?

“W“We hahaven’t sent any mercenaries or other personnel to Syria or Libya,a,” he insisted to The Telegraph last week,

after he was accused by the US gogovernment of dispatching thousands of Syrian  ghters to Libya. “I would like to

highlight again that our  rm is not a mercenary ororganisation. It doesn’t hahave any connections with terrorist

ororganisations or groups.”This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Accept

Read More
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Generals at the Pentagon’s Africa Command beg to differ. In a report to the US government earlier this month,

they said Sadat was supervising around 5,000 Syrian mercenaries – including “extremists with previous terrorist

links” – in Libya. The hired guns were said to  ghting for the Government of National Accord, the side Ankara has

backed in Libya’s civil war.

The report said the mercenaries, allegedly paid and mentored by several dozen Sadat trainers, had helped the

GNA retake territory from Khalifa Heftar, the Gadda -era strongman backed by Turkey’s rivals, the UAE and Egypt.

But it claimed that many of the  ghters had also run amok. “There were increasing reports of theft, sexual assault

and misconduct by these mercenaries, which is likely to further degrade the security situation,” it said.

The US allegations have fuelled the growing sense of intrigue around Sadat Group in Turkey, which Mr Erdogan’s

opponents say acts like a private presidential army. They draw comparisons with Russia’s Wagner Group, which

does foreign military operations for President Vladimir Putin, including  ghting for General Heftar’s forces in

Libya.

The claims come as Mr Erdogan seeks to expand Turkey’s military in uence abroad, restoring its Ottoman-era

glory as the Islamic world’s foremost power. He is currently in a stand-off with European leaders over his decision

to resume gas exploration in contested waters around Greece and Cyprus, parts of the Mediterranean that Turkey

regards as its backyard.

A former special forces commander, Mr Tanriverdi was among a group of o cers allegedly forced out of the

military in the late 1990s because they shared Mr Erdogan’s Islamist leanings. He set up Sadat Group with other

ex-colleagues in 2012, although unlike other most soldiers of fortune, who simply work for the highest bidder, he

has an ideology: to train Muslim nation’s armies to the point where they are no longer reliant on Western help.

Or, as his website, which has  ashy videos of elite forces in training, puts it:  “The aim of Sadat Defense is to help

the Islamic World take the place where it merits among Super Powers.”

Sadat, he claims, operates like any other modern private military  rm, offering governments training in soldiering

and counter-insurgency. However, like Wagner Group, its activities are swathed in secrecy, with Mr Tanriverdi

declining to say publicly in which countries it has set up operations.

That has not stopped Turkey’s opposition politicians, who have a tense relationship with Mr Erdogan, detecting

Sadat’s hand in all manner of skulduggery. As well as allegedly training Islamist  ghters in Syria and Libya, the

group is accused of giving the president behind-the-scenes help in defeating the attempted military coup against

him in 2016. Sadat o cers, it is claimed, were involved in some of the vicious street  ghting that took place in

Istanbul as the coup was quelled.

Those suspicions stemmed partly from the fact that shortly after the coup, Mr Erdogan made Mr Tanriverdi his

chief military advisor. He resigned earlier this year, after a controversial speech in which he said Sadat was paving

the way for the return of the Mahdi, a Messianic  gure in Islam.

Two years ago, Meral Ak!ener, a former Turkish interior minister and secular opposition politician, alleged that

Sadat had also been running training camps for pro-government militias near Turkey’s Black Sea coast. Their job,

she claimed, was to stir up trouble if elections did not favour President Erdogan’s ruling AKP party.

This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Accept  
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Mr Tanrivererdi denies such claims, ininsisting to the Telegraph that his  rm had less than a dodozen advisors, none ofof

whom were ever deployed in direct combat. “Do you think a  rm that has about ten staff can hahave a role inin

suppressing a coup plot?” he claimed.

He also bristled when asked if Sadat formed the prpresident’s private army, suggesting it was a notion that only a

British newspaper might believe. “T“Turkey is a democratic republic, its head of state is chosen by popular vote,” hehe

asked. “Since we don’t hahave kings or queens, dominance of a family or hereditary rulership, you might be hahaving

hard times to understand.”

PrProfofessor Howard Eissenstat, an experert on Turkey at New York’s St Lawrence University, said Turkey’s opposition

had perhaps over-exaggerated Sadat’s importance, taking at face value the grgrandiose vision spelt out on its

website.

But he added: “I don’t think there is any question that Sadat has worked closely with the Turkish gogovernment inin

Syria and Libya, and they arare verery exexplicit about this idea of prprojecting Turkish power to the Muslim world. We just

hahave to be wary about assuming that they are as important as they present themselves to be.”

That would appear to be a view shared by Mr Tanrivererdi, who claims his only mission to Libya was in 2013, when

his  rm negotiated for a bid to build a military pentathlon facility for the Libyan army.

“Because of the unrest in Libya, the negotiations stopped,” he said.

He ininsisted, though, that there would soon be many other Turkish  rms like his touting for military business.

“T“Turkey needs tens of, mamaybe hundreds of,  rms like Sadat,” he added. “This is for the security, prprosperity and

survival of Islamic nations.”

Source: The Telegraph
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\hWc_d])#_db_d[#b_dai)#eh#c[jWjW]i)#Wi#m[bb#Wi#^of[hb_dai#eh#W#\ehc#e\#b_da#Z_i]k_i_d]#j^[#PMG+

-@MSR"RFC"?SRFMP

1LEGL">]IQCJ#_i#Wd#<iieY_Wj[#A[bbem#m_j^#j^[#>b_d][dZW[b#Ddij_jkj[+#C_i#h[i[WhY^#\eYki[i#ed#j^[#
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h[i[WhY^#fhe]hWc#ed#j^[#heb[#e\#^oXh_Z#Ye[hY_l[#eh]Wd_iWj_edi#_d#fheY[ii[i#e\#ijWj[#Z[l[befc[dj+#

O^[#>b_d][dZW[b#Ddij_jkj[
K+J+#=en#60-5-
/2-6#<=#O^[#CW]k[
O^[#I[j^[hbWdZi

Aebbem#ki#ed#ieY_Wb#c[Z_W
## ;Yb_d][dZW[beh]
"# O^[#>b_d][dZW[b#Ddij_jkj[
!# O^[#>b_d][dZW[b#Ddij_jkj[

@cW_b7#Yhk;Yb_d][dZW[b+eh]

R[Xi_j[7#mmm+Yb_d][dZW[b+eh],Yhk



1HGL>GLK

@n[Ykj_l[#ikccWho## # .

DdjheZkYj_ed# # /

.# #Okha[o#WdZ#j^[#Whc[Z#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed7#Ahec#Ah[[#Noh_Wd#<hco#je##

Noh_Wd#IWj_edWb#<hco## # 3

/# #Okha[o#WdZ#j^[#Whc[Z#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed7#IWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#]hekfi# # 5
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<\j[h#j^[#\W_bkh[#e\#_ji#ijhWj[]o#je#el[hj^hem#Kh[i_Z[dj#<iiWZ#X[jm[[d#/-..#WdZ#/-.2)#

Okha[o#^Wi#X[Yec[#W#ceh[#i_]d_"YWdj#fbWo[h#_d#j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh#\hec#/-.3#edmWhZi+#

Dj#^Wi#[\\[Yj_l[bo#h[ikhh[Yj[Z#j^[#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#Wi#l_WXb[#"]^j_d]#\ehY[#Xo#

]hWZkWbbo#[ijWXb_i^_d]#Y[djhWb_i[Z#Yedjheb#el[h)#WdZ#fhe\[ii_edWb_p_d])#cWdo#Noh_Wd#

IWj_edWb#<hco#'NI<(#Wi#m[bb#Wi#IWj_edWb#G_X[hWj_ed#Ahedj#'IGA(#]hekfi)#ed#eYYWi_ed#

[l[d#]e_d]#Wi#\Wh#Wi#fWhjd[h_d]#m_j^#rfhW]cWj_Ys#C[osWj#OW^h_h#Wb*N^Wc#[b[c[dji#
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if^[h[#e\#_d!k[dY[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W+#

F[o#lWh_WXb[i#j^Wj#^Wl[#_d!k[dY[Z#j^[#[\\[Yj_l[d[ii#e\#Okha[osi#[d]W][c[dj#m_j^#

Z_\\[h[dj#i[ji#e\#Whc[Z#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#_dYbkZ[7#W(#j^[#feii_X_b_jo#e\#eXjW_d_d]#

_d!k[dY[#Xo#fhel_Z_d]#i_]d_"YWdj#cWj[h_Wb#ikffehj)#ikY^#Wi#jhW_d_d])#iWbWh_[i#WdZ#

[gk_fc[dj8#X(#j^[#[nj[dj#je#m^_Y^#_j#YekbZ#fWhjd[h#ikY^#]hekfi#m_j^#_ji#emd#c_b_jWho#

'XWi[Z#ed#i^Wh[Z#Ykbjkh[)#f[hY[_l[Z#[d[co##WdZ#_Z[ebe]o(8#Y(#j^[#b[l[b#e\#Y[djhWb_i[Z#

Yedjheb#_j#mWi#WXb[#je#WY^_[l[8#Z(#][e]hWf^_Y#fhen_c_jo8#WdZ#[(#Yb[l[h#Z_l_Z[*WdZ*hkb[#

jWYj_Yi)#m^_Y^)#Wbed]i_Z[#h[bWj_l[#d[]b[Yj#e\#_Z[ebe]_YWb#Z_\\[h[dY[i)#fhel[Z#ki[\kb#_d#

j_ff_d]#j^[i[#lWh_WXb[i#_d#Okha[osi#\Wlekh+#

O^[#cW_d#[\\[Yj#e\#Okha[osi#fheno#mWh\Wh[#ijhWj[]o#_i#j^Wj#_j#^Wi#[\\[Yj_l[bo#h[ikhh[Yj[Z#

j^[#rh[lebkj_edWhos#YWki[#'jeffb_d]#<iiWZ(#e\#Noh_Wsi#Y_l_b#mWh)#WbX[_j#dem#kdZ[h#ijhed]#

Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#WdZ#m_j^#W#fem[h\kb#kdZ[hYkhh[dj#e\#dWj_edWb#DibWc_ic+#O^_i#m_bb#[dikh[#

bed]*j[hc#Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#l_W#Wd#WhhWo#e\#ri[YkbWh#h[lebkj_edWho#Whc[Z#

]hekfis#WdZ#rdWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#]hekfis#'i[[#A_]kh[#.(+#NkY^#_d!k[dY[#_i#Ykhh[djbo#

X[_d]#[nfWdZ[Z#[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i#h_l[h+#R^_b[#Okha[osi#ijhWj[]o#mWi#ikYY[ii\kb#

_d#<\h_d#'dehj^*m[ij#Noh_W(#WdZ#j^[#<b*=WX#*#EWhWXkbki#Wh[W#'dehj^#Noh_W()#_j#h[cW_di#

meha#_d#fhe]h[ii#[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i#h_l[h)#WdZ#b_c_j[Z#_d#DZb_X#'dehj^*m[ij#Noh_W(#Xo#
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W#Yecfb[n#effei_j_ed#"]kh[#_d#j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh+#Aeh#cWdo)#^[#mWi#W#fefkbWh#_Yed#e\#
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/-./+#GWj[h)#^[#Z[if[hWj[bo#fb[Z][Z#Wbb[]_WdY[#je#DibWc_Y#NjWj[#'DN(#\eh#Wbb#_dj[dZi#WdZ#

fkhfei[i).#WdZ#c[j#^_i#[dZ#"]^j_d]#\eh#W#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#]hekf#j^Wj#d[l[hj^[b[ii#

Yeef[hWj[Z#m_j^#C[osWj#OW^h_h#Wb*N^Wc#'CON()#W#\ehc[h#<b*LW[ZW#W\"b_Wj[+#Okha[osi#

e\"Y_Wb#d[mi#W][dYo#WdZ#j^[#Noh_Wd#IWj_edWb#>eWb_j_edsi#B[d[hWb#<ii[cXbo/#fW_Z#

jh_Xkj[#je#<b*NWhekj#Wi#W#h[lebkj_edWho#^[he)#m^_b[#j^[#Okha_i^#fhel_dY[#e\#CWjWo)#m^[h[#

M[o^Wdb_#_i#i_jkWj[Z)#m[dj#ie#\Wh#Wi#je#ZhWf[#_ji#YeWj#e\#Whci#el[h#^_i#]h[[d#Ye\"d+#

O^[#\kd[hWb#Y[h[cedo#mWi)#^em[l[h)#^Whi^bo#Yh_j_Y_i[Z#Xo#ed[#e\#CWjWosi#Okha_i^#b[\j*

m_d]#fWhb_Wc[djWh_Wdi0#WdZ#fhel[Z#Yedjhel[hi_Wb#Wced]#M[o^Wdb_si#c_n[Z#fefkbWj_ed#e\#

<hWXi)#Okhai#WdZ#<bWm_j[i+#Aeh#j^[#fkhfei[#e\#j^_i#Xh_[\)#<b*NWhekjsi#b_\[#WdZ#\kd[hWb#e\\[h#

W#ki[\kb#[nWcfb[#e\#^em#_dj[hmel[d#i[YkbWh,DibWc_ij)#dWj_edWb,jhWdidWj_edWb#Wi#m[bb#Wi#

ceZ[hWj[,hWZ_YWb#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#_d#Noh_W#^Wl[#X[Yec[)#WdZ#e\#^em#Okha[o#

ikffehji#W#XheWZ#hWd][#e\#ikY^#]hekfi#h[]WhZb[ii#e\#j^[_h#_Z[ebe]_YWb#eh_[djWj_edi+1#

Heh[#fh[Y_i[bo)#j^_i#Xh_[\#WdWboi[i#Okha[osi#ijhWj[]_Y#h[bWj_edi#m_j^#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#

effei_j_ed#]hekfi#m_j^#W#\eYki#ed#h[Y[dj#[l[dji#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W)#[if[Y_Wbbo#j^[#Wh[Wi#

e\#DZb_X)#<\h_d#WdZ#j^[#<pWp*EWhWXkbki#Yehh_Zeh+#Dj#i[[ai#je#kdZ[hijWdZ#m^o#Okha[o#

ikffehji#Y[hjW_d#]hekfi)#m^Wj#_j#[nf[Yji#_d#h[jkhd)#WdZ#m^Wj#_ji#ikffehj#_i#b_a[bo#je#c[Wd#

\eh#j^[#Yekhi[#e\#j^[#mWh#WdZ#j^[#fheif[Yji#\eh#f[WY[+
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@<RehbZl_[m)#/-.6)#edb_d[#'WYY[ii[Z#.1#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+
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?WcWiYki)#<daWhW#i^_\j[Z#_ji#\eYki#je#el[hj^hem_d]#Kh[i_Z[dj#<iiWZ#Xo#ikffehj_d]#j^[#

Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed+2#<\j[h#/-.2)#j^[#feeh#XWjjb["[bZ#f[h\ehcWdY[#e\#j^[#Ah[[#Noh_Wd#

<hco#'AN<(#WdZ#j^[#h_i[#e\#j^[#FkhZ_i^#?[ceYhWj_Y#Pd_ed#KWhjo#'KS?()#_dYbkZ_d]#_ji#

K[efb[si#Khej[Yj_ed#Pd_ji#'SKB()#j^Wj#Okha[o#l_[mi#Wi#W#KFF#\hWdY^_i[)#YWki[Z#W#i[YedZ#

ijhWj[]_Y#i^_\j#_d#Okha_i^#\eh[_]d#feb_Yo)#dWc[bo#W#h[\eYki_d]#ed#YedjW_d_d]#WdZ#h[ZkY_d]#

j^[#]W_di#e\#j^[#KS?*b[Z#Noh_Wd#FkhZi+3#O^_i#ijhWj[]o#^Wi#X[[d#ef[hWj_edWb_i[Z#j^hek]^#

W#^oXh_Z#mWh\Wh[#WffheWY^#j^Wj#YecX_d[i#h[]kbWh#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#\ehY[i#m_j^#_hh[]kbWh#

YWfWX_b_j_[i#_d#j^[#\ehc#e\#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#]hekfi#WYj_d]#Wi#Okha_i^#fhen_[i+4#O^[#WffheWY^#

^Wi#X[[d#h[bWj_l[bo#[\\[Yj_l[#_d#YWhl_d]#ekj#ikXijWdj_Wb#Wh[Wi#e\#Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#WdZ,eh#

Yedjheb#Wbed]#j^[#Okha_i^,Noh_Wd#XehZ[h#WdZ#_d#Z_ihkfj_d]#j^[#[c[h][dY[#e\#W#Yedj_dkeki#

Wh[W#Yedjhebb[Z#Xo#j^[#KS?*b[Z#Noh_Wd#FkhZi+5#
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?[if_j[#j^[#b_daW][i#WdZ#h[]kbWh#Y^Wd][i#e\#Wbb[]_WdY[#X[jm[[d#cWdo#]hekfi#_d#

j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh)#j^[#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#YWd#X[#Z_l_Z[Z#hek]^bo#_dje#j^h[[#cW_d#

YWj[]eh_[i7

$)%"<CASJ?P"PCTMJSRGML?PW"EPMSNQ#t#NjWhj_d]#m_j^#j^[#Ah[[#Noh_Wd#<hco#j^Wj#

mWi#\ekdZ[Z#_d#/-..#_d#Okha[o#Xo#Nkdd_*<hWX#Z[\[Yjehi#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#<hWX#<hco)#

j^_i#YWj[]eho#YedjW_di#]hekfi#j^Wj#Ze#dej#^Wl[#Wd#el[hj#h[b_]_eki#W][dZW#'m^_Y^#

_i#dej#je#iWo#j^[_h#c[cX[hi#Wh[#dej#h[b_]_eki(#WdZ#j^Wj#m[h[#\ehc[Z#[Whbo#ed#

Zkh_d]#j^[#fhej[iji#WdZ#rh[lebkj_eds#W]W_dij#j^[#h[]_c[+#O^_i#YWj[]eho#_dYbkZ[i#

Okhac[d#fheno#]hekfi#h[fh[i[dj[Z#Xo#j^[#Noh_Wd#Okhac[d#<ii[cXbo#'NO<(#XWi[Z#
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Okha[o#]hWZkWbbo#jkhd[Z#_j#_dje#W#Y[djhWb_i[Z#eh]Wd_iWj_ed#m_j^#Yb[Wh[h#YeccWdZ#

WdZ#Yedjheb#ijhkYjkh[i+#O^[i[#AN<#]hekfi)#m^_Y^#fWhj_Y_fWj[Z#_d#Okha[osi#c_b_jWho#
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j^[#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#'N^Wc#G[]_ed(+#GWh][bo#h[fbWY_d]#j^[#DA)#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#

Yedi_ij[Z#e\#DibWc_ij#]hekfi#e\#Wbb#i^WZ[i#'\hec#Yedi[hlWj_l[#WdZ#NWbW"*eh_[dj[Z#

je#Hkib_c#=hej^[h^eeZ#_dif_h[Z(#j^Wj#l_[m[Z#Xej^#j^[#<iiWZ#h[]_c[#WdZ#

[njh[c_ij#]hekfi#Wi#j^[_h#[d[c_[i+#>ecfb_YWj_d]#j^_d]i#\khj^[h)#_d#/-.5)#i[l[hWb#

_d!k[dj_Wb#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#WdZ#AN<*W\"b_Wj[Z#Whc[Z#]hekfi#_d#DZb_X#kd_j[Z#

je#\ehc#j^[#IWj_edWb#G_X[hWj_ed#Ahedj#'IGA(+#O^[#IGA#_i#W#dWj_edWb_ij*DibWc_ij#

\ehcWj_ed#_d#DZb_X#j^Wj#ef[hWj[Z#kdZ[h#Okha_i^#Wkif_Y[i+#Dd#JYjeX[h#/-.6#_j#

c[h][Z#m_j^#j^[#Noh_Wd#IWj_edWb#<hco)#m^_Y^#j[Y^d_YWbbo#ef[hWj[i#kdZ[h#j^[#

Z_h[Yj#YeccWdZ#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#Ddj[h_c#Bel[hdc[dj#Xkj#_d#h[Wb_jo)#_j#jWa[i#ehZ[hi#

\hec#Okha[o+
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AWjW^#Wb*N^Wc#WdZ#Z_ijWdY[Z#_ji[b\#\hec#<b*LW[ZW#Xo#b_c_j_d]#_ji#Wh[W#e\#WYj_ed#je#

Noh_W#_d#j^[#^ef[#e\#Wle_Z_d]#PN#WdZ#Mkii_Wd#WjjWYai#WdZ#iWdYj_edi#'dej[#X(+#R_j^#

_ji#fh[i[dY[#]hWZkWbbo#h[ZkY[Z#je#DZb_X)#j^[#]hekf#h[dWc[Z#_ji[b\#C[osWj#OW^h_h##
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fh_eh_j_i[Z#j^[#Noh_Wd#h[lebkj_edsi#l_i_ed#\hec#W#Yedi[hlWj_l[#DibWc_Y#f[hif[Yj_l[#
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N[Ykh_jo#>ekdY_b#_d#HWo#/-.3#je#bWX[b#<^hWh*Wb#N^Wc#t#j^[#b[WZ_d]#rceZ[hWj[#DibWc_ijis#c[cX[h#t#

Wi#W#j[hheh_ij#eh]Wd_iWj_ed+#N[[7#Eediied)#H_Y^W[b)#4QLQVO$;\[$FQUM0#FPM$E\ZI\MOQK$DM[QTQMVKM$WN$3PZIZ$
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ck^Wb_![hZ[d*c_bb_*ehZk*YWj_i_*Wbj_dZW*X_hb[ic[*^Wcb[i_,8#^jjfi7,,mmm+WW+Yec+jh,jh,ZkdoW,
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WdZ#<+#@b#SWii_h)#FPM$EPIU$>MOQWV0$E`ZQIb[$?WLMZI\M$;[TIUQ[\[)#=[_hkj7#>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#>[dj[h)#
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6# N[d)#<+)#E]ZQ`M$3[SMZQ$?]PITMNM\Q)#<daWhW7#ADE3?)#Ie+#/-/)#/-.2+
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.0# N[[7#^jjfi7,,jh+[khed[mi+Yec,/-.5,-5,./,*ikh_o[*c_bb_*ehZkik*cWWi_c_p*l[*][h[aj_]_dZ[*i_bW^_c_p*

jkha_o[*Z[d#'WYY[ii[Z#5#Ekbo#/-.6(+
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Okha_i^*ikffehj[Z#Yedieb_ZWj_ed#e\#j^[#NI<)#YWd#X[#[nfbW_d[Z#fWhj_Wbbo#Xo#j^[#fh[i[dY[#
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c_b_jWho#b[Z#ef[hWj_ed+#O^[#/-.4#Y[djhWb_iWj_ed#e\#i[l[hWb#AN<#]hekfi#_dje#j^h[[#Yehfi#
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_dj[bb_][dY[#'HDO(#Wi#fWhj#e\#W#i[fWhWj[#WhhWd][c[dj#X[jm[[d#j^[i[#]hekfi#WdZ#Okha[o+.4#

.1# ypa_p_bY_a#y+)#F]ZSQ`MbVQV$:IZMSM\$M\\QOQ$?QTTQ$AZL]$4QTM[MVTMZQ)#<daWhW7#Nkh_o[#BkdZ[c_($/-.5)#edb_d[#

'WYY[ii[Z#5#Ekbo#/-.6(+#

.2# G_ij[h)#>+)#FPM$E`ZQIV$<QPIL0$3T)CIMLI($\PM$;[TIUQK$E\I\M$IVL$\PM$7^WT]\QWV$WN$IV$;V[]ZOMVK`)#GedZed7#Ckhij#%#

>ecfWdo)#/-.2+

.3# N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+ikh_o[]kdZ[c_+Yec,/-.5,./,./,jkha_o[d_d*Z[ij[ab[Z_]_*l[*"hWj_d*Ze]kikdW*oed[b_a*

ebWi_*X_h*ef[hWioedZW*o[h*WbWYWa*oWf_bWdcW*c_bb_*ehZk,#'WYY[ii[Z#6#Ekbo#/-.6(+

.4# =Wi[Z#ed#Wd#_dj[hl_[m#m_j^#W#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#e\"Y[h#m^e#meha[Z#_d#<b*=WX#m_j^#AN<#Whc[Z#]hekfi#_d#j^[#

i[YedZ#^Wb\#e\#/-.4+#O^[#_dj[hl_[m#jeea#fbWY[#ed#YedZ_j_ed#e\#Wdedoc_jo+



-

'# #9MJD>Q#;G=#LA>#;JF>=#
8QJB;G#HIIHKBLBHG/#
6;LBHG;EBKL#4KE;FBKL#@JHMIK

<daWhW#Wjj[cfj[Z#W#i_c_bWh#rYedjheb*j^hek]^*Y[djhWb_iWj_eds#WffheWY^#jemWhZi#

dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#]hekfi.5#_d#dehj^m[ij#Noh_W#'fWhj_YkbWhbo#DZb_X()#WbX[_j#m_j^#b[ii#

ikYY[ii+#=[jm[[d#/-.0#WdZ#/-.3)#Okha[o#WYj[Z#Wi#W#i_b[dj#fWhjd[h#t#Wbed]#m_j^#NWkZ_#

<hWX_W#WdZ#LWjWh#t#_d#j^[#fhel_i_ed#e\#Z_h[Yj#WdZ#_dZ_h[Yj#"dWdY_Wb#Wii_ijWdY[#je#ikY^#

DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#]hekfi+#?[if_j[#b_c_j[Z#[l_Z[dY[#e\#Z_h[Yj#ijWj[#_dlebl[c[dj)#

ZedWj_edi#]Wj^[h[Z#_d#NWkZ_#<hWX_W#WdZ#LWjWh#\ekdZ#j^[_h#mWo#kd^_dZ[h[Z#je#dWj_edWb_ij#

DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#]hekfi#l_W#NWbW"#ikffehj#d[jmehai#_d#FkmW_j).6#^WmWbW#W][dji)#WdZ#

c_ZZb[c[d#_d#Okha[o+/-#Okha_i^)#LWjWh_#WdZ#NWkZ_#feb_j_YWb#WdZ#c_b_jWho#ikffehj#h[ikbj[Z#

_d#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc)#j^[#b[WZ_d]#YeWb_j_ed#e\#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_iji#WdZ#NWbW"#`_^WZ_iji#_d#

j^[#DibWc_Y#Ahedj)#X[Yec_d]#Wh]kWXbo#rj^[#ceij#fem[h\kb#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#]hekfs#

\hec#/-.2#edmWhZi+/.#Dd#WZZ_j_ed#je#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc)#Okha[o#Wbie#ikffehj[Z#AWobWg#

Wb*N^Wc#'j^[#DibWc_Y#Ahedjsi#rikYY[iiehs(#fh[ikcWXbo#X[YWki[#e\#j^[#W\"b_Wj_ed#e\#_ji#

.5# rIWj_edWb_ijs#h[\[hi#je#ikY^#]hekfi#b_c_j_d]#j^[_h#DibWc_Y#fh_dY_fb[i#WdZ#ZeYjh_d[#je#Noh_W+#IWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#

]hekfi#YWd#Wbie#X[#h[lebkj_edWho#_d#dWjkh[#'_+[+#"]^j#W]W_dij#<iiWZ(

.6# GkdZ)#<+)#FPM$BWTQ\QK[$WN$\PM$;[TIUQK$8ZWV\($BIZ\$,0$E\Z]K\]ZM$IVL$E]XXWZ\($=[_hkj7#>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#

>[dj[h)#/-.1+#

/-# ?_Ya_died)#@b_pWX[j^)#8WTTW_$\PM$?WVM`0$:W_$\PM$E`ZQIV$EITI"[$IZM$N]VLML$NZWU$\PM$9]TN)#=[_hkj7#

>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#>[dj[h)#/-.0)#edb_d[7#^jjfi7,,YWhd[]_[*c[Y+eh],Z_mWd,21-..:bWd]9[d#

'WYY[ii[Z#.6#<k]kij#/-.6(+

/.# =[jm[[d#/-.1#WdZ#bWj[#/-.2)#j^[#bWX[b#e\#rceZ[hWj[s#[dWXb[Z#Noh_Wd#][d[hWbbo#ded*DibWc_ij#c[cX[hi#e\#j^[#

ceZ[hWj[#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#je#X[#ikffb_[Z#m_j^#PN#Wdj_*jWda#m[Wfedi#j^hek]^#j^[#Yh[Wj_ed#e\#ef[hWj_ed#

heeci#_d#Okha[o#WdZ#EehZWd+#N[[7#=[dZ[h)#E+)#FPMZM$IZM$I$TW\$WN$5;3)^M\\ML$E`ZQIV$ZMJMT$OZW]X[$\ISQVO$Q\$\W$

3[[IL($4][QVM[[$;V[QLMZ($/-.2+#edb_d[7$^jjfi7,,mmm+Xki_d[ii_di_Z[h+Yec,Y_W*l[jj[Z*ioh_Wd*h[X[bi*"]^j_d]*

WiiWZ*/-.2*.-:_dj[hdWj_edWb9jhk[%h9PN%DM9O#'WYY[ii[Z#/.#<k]kij#/-.6(+#Akhj^[hceh[)#i[[7#GkdZ)#

/-.2)#WX*KQ\*#WdZ#K_[hh[j)#O+)#rNjWj[i#Nfediehi#WdZ#j^[#Noh_Wd#Ddikh][dYo7#O^[#G_c_ji#e\#Aeh[_]d#Dd!k[dY[s)#

_d7#IWhXed[)#G+)#<+#AWl_[h#WdZ#Q+#>ebbecX_[h#'[Zi+()#;V[QLM$HIZ[*$>WKIT$6`VIUQK[$WN$5WV#QK\[$QV$E`ZQI$IVL$

>QJ`I)#@khef[Wd#Pd_l[hi_jo#Ddij_jkj[)#/-.47#//*/5*$R^_b[#j^[#bWX[b#rceZ[hWj[s#gkWb_"[Z#i[l[hWb#ded*DibWc_ij#

effei_j_ed#]hekfi#\eh#h[Y[_fj#e\#PN#Wdj_*jWda#m[Wfedi#l_W#ef[hWj_ed#heeci#_d#Okha[o#WdZ#EehZWd)#ceij#

DibWc_ij#]hekfi#Z_Z#dej#h[Y[_l[#Wdo+#N[[7#=[dZ[h)#E+)#FPMZM$IZM$I$TW\$WN$5;3)^M\\ML$E`ZQIV$ZMJMT$OZW]X[$\ISQVO$

Q\$\W$3[[IL($4][QVM[[$;V[QLMZ($/-.2+#edb_d[7$^jjfi7,,mmm+Xki_d[ii_di_Z[h+Yec,Y_W*l[jj[Z*ioh_Wd*h[X[bi*

"]^j_d]*WiiWZ*/-.2*.-:_dj[hdWj_edWb9jhk[%h9PN%DM9O#'WYY[ii[Z#/.#<k]kij#/-.6(8#K_[hh[j)#/-.4)#WX$KQ\*



.

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

jef#b[WZ[hi^_f#m_j^#j^[#_Z[ebe]o#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#Hkib_c#=hej^[h^eeZ+//#<\j[h#/-.3)#edY[#

<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc#WdZ#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#X[YWc[#_dlebl[Z#_d#j^[#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#Jf[hWj_ed#

@kf^hWj[i#N^_[bZ)#Okha[o#WYademb[Z][Z#WdZ#_dYh[Wi[Z#_ji#"dWdY_Wb#WdZ#c_b_jWho#ikffehj#

\eh#j^[i[#]hekfi+/0#O^hek]^#j^_i#ikffehj)#Okha[o#iek]^j#je#c[h][#WdZ#Yedieb_ZWj[#

j^ei[#DibWc_ij#]hekfi#Wb_]d[Z#m_j^#_ji#emd#W][dZW#WdZ#[d^WdY[#_ji#_d!k[dY[+#<i#

_Z[ebe]_YWb#WdZ#b[WZ[hi^_f#Z_\\[h[dY[i#cWZ[#_dj[]hWj_ed#_dje#j^[#NI<#fheXb[cWj_Y)#

Okha[o#YedijhkYj[Z#W#d[m#eh]Wd_iWj_edWb#kcXh[bbW#_d#HWo#/-.57#O^[#IWj_edWb#G_X[hWj_ed#

Ahedj#'IGA(+#<bj^ek]^#j^_i#eh]Wd_iWj_ed#Yedi_ij[Z#_d_j_Wbbo#e\#.2#Whc[Z#]hekfi#t#e\#m^_Y^#

i_n#m[h[#rceZ[hWj[s#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_iji#WdZ#d_d[#AN<*W\"b_Wj[Z#t#_j#mWi#b[Z#Xo#j^[#

YeccWdZ[h#e\#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#'i[[#=en#.(+/1

O^[#ijhWj[]_Y)#bed]*j[hc#fbWd#X[^_dZ#j^[#Okha[o*ifedieh[Z#Yedieb_ZWj_ed#e\#i[l[hWb#

rceZ[hWj[s#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#WdZ#AN<*W\"b_Wj[Z#Whc[Z#]hekfi#_dje#j^[#IGA#mWi#

je#[nfWdZ#Okha[osi#_d!k[dY[#_d#DZb_X)#je#Yh[Wj[#W#Yekdj[hm[_]^j#je#ceh[#[njh[c_ij#

DibWc_ij#]hekfi)#WdZ#je#WjjhWYj#"]^j[hi#WmWo#\hec#j^[c+#O^[#_Z[W#mWi#j^Wj#j^_i#mekbZ#

ikXi[gk[djbo#r\ehY[s#j^[#Whc[Z#]hekfi#ef[hWj_d]#_d#DZb_X#je#Wb_]d#j^[_h#l_[mi#m_j^#j^[#

h[lebkj_edWho#eX`[Yj_l[i#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#IWj_edWb#>eWb_j_ed#WdZ#WYY[fj#Okha_i^#ifediehi^_f+/2#

R_j^#j_c[)#j^_i#c_]^j#^Wl[#fWl[Z#j^[#mWo#\eh#W#Z[Wb#m_j^#j^[#<iiWZ#h[]_c[)#[dWXb[Z#j^[#

IGA#je#kdZ[hjWa[#Wd#Wkn_b_Who#i[Ykh_jo#heb[#_d#j^[#Wh[W#WdZ#h[Wiikh[Z#Mkii_W#e\#Okha[osi#

WX_b_jo#je#cWdW][#j^[#YedY[djhWj_ed#e\#rceZ[hWj[s#WdZ#[njh[c_ij#DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#]hekfi#

_d#j^[#fhel_dY[#e\#DZb_X+#Dd#j^[#i^ehj#j[hc)#Yh[Wj_d]#j^[#IGA#je#m[Wa[d#DZb_Xsi#NWbW"*`_^WZ_#

]hekfi#'b_a[#CON/3(#Wbbem[Z#Okha[o#je#^edekh#_ji#Yecc_jc[dji#kdZ[h#j^[#N[fj[cX[h#/-.5#

//# ypZ[c_h)#y+#=[^hWc)#3PZIZb]$"IU)FhZSQ`M$!TQ#SQ[Q0$9h^MVTQS$^M$9MTMKMS($JMN<H)#<daWhW)#/-.2#edb_d[#

'WYY[ii[Z#5#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

/0# N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+ikh_o[]kdZ[c_+Yec,/-.3,-5,0-,"hWj*aWbaWd_*ef[hWioedkdW*aWj_bWd*]hkfbWh,8#

i[[#Wbie7#^jjfi7,,mmm+ijhWj[`_aehjWa+Yec,/-.4,-/,"hWj*aWbaWd_dW*aWj_bWd*eh]kjb[h+^jcb##

'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#/.#<k]kij#/-.6(+

/1# #Bzh{Y{)#F+)#GT][IT$gaOhZTM#\QZUM$5MXPM[QbVM$=I\!TIV$9Z]XTIZ)#Nkh_o[#BkdZ[c_)#/-.5)#edb_d[8##G[\[lh[)#M+#WdZ#

<b#@b#SWii_h)#FPM$EPIU$>MOQWV0$E`ZQIb[$?WLMZI\M$;[TIUQ[\[)#=[_hkj7#>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#>[dj[h)#/-.1)#edb_d[7#

^jjfi7,,YWhd[]_[*c[Y+eh],Z_mWd,22011#'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#5#Ekbo#/-.6(+#

/2# N[[7#OWij[a_d)#A+)#F]ZSM`$IUI[[M[$NWZKM$WN$E`ZQIV$TMJMT$NIK\QWV[$I\$;LTQJ+#<b*Hed_jeh)#/-.5)#edb_d[#

'WYY[ii[Z#5#Ekbo#/-.6(+

/3# O^[#PN#Oh[Wikho#Wbb[][i#j^Wj#Okha_i^)#LWjWh_#WdZ#FkmW_j_#_dZ_l_ZkWbi#^Wl[#X[[d#"dWdY_Wbbo#ikffehj_d]#EWX^Wj#

Wb*IkihW#i_dY[#/-.1+#<bj^ek]^#j^_i#Ze[i#dej#d[Y[iiWh_bo#c[Wd#j^Wj#j^ei[#ijWj[i#Wh[#_dlebl[Z)#_j#_i#mehj^#

dej_d]#j^Wj#j^[o#Z_Z#dej#jWa[#ckY^#_dj[h[ij#_d#j^[#cWjj[h#[_j^[h+#Aeh#[nWcfb[)#Okha[o#h[cW_d[Z#_dZ_\\[h[dj#

je#CONsi#]beXWb#`_^WZ#dWhhWj_l[#WdZ#_ji#[njh[c_ij#WYj_l_j_[i#_d#DZb_X#kdj_b#/-.5)#m^[d#_j#"dWbbo#e\"Y_Wbbo#

Z[i_]dWj[Z#j^[#]hekf#W#j[hheh_ij#eh]Wd_iWj_ed+#N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+Ykc^kh_o[j+Yec+jh,^WX[h,ZkdoW,.-4.-51,

Okha_o[VV_Zb_XVef[hWioedkVedY[i_VC[o[jVOW^h_hVNWcV_VVj[hehVVb_ij[i_d[VWbZ_+^jcb8#G_ij[h)#>+)#F]ZSM`b[$

;LTQJ$;VK]Z[QWV$IVL$\PM$:FE$C]M[\QWV0$GVLMZ[\IVLQVO$FPM$>WVO$9IUM$QV$E`ZQI(#RWh#Jd#O^[#MeYai)#/-.4)#edb_d[#

'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#6#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+



&%

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

<ijWdW#W]h[[c[dj+#Dd#fWhWbb[b#je#j^[#IGA#kdZ[hc_d_d]#j^[#NWbW"#`_^WZ_ij#]hekfi#\hec#j^[#

_di_Z[)#j^[#YedijhkYj_ed#e\#./#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#feiji#mWi#_dj[dZ[Z#je#YedijhW_d#j^[c#\hec#

j^[#ekji_Z[)#_d#[\\[Yj#YehZed_d]#e\\#DZb_X+/4

Dd_j_Wbbo)#Okha[osi#WffheWY^#meha[Z+#O^[#IGA#Wii[cXb[Z#WhekdZ#22)---#/5#je#4-)---#/6#

"]^j[hi+#Dj#[nfh[ii[Z#Xej^#W#Yecc_jc[dj#je#h[i_ij#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#[nfWdi_ed#_dje#DZb_X#

WdZ#je#Z[\[dZ#j^[#Wh[W#W]W_dij#j^[#KS?+0-#O^[#IGA#Wbie#fhel[Z#m_bb_d]#je#YebbWXehWj[#

m_j^#j^[#Okha_i^*XWYa[Z#NI<#Zkh_d]#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#ef[hWj_edi#_d#dehj^m[ij#Noh_W)#Wi#

m[bb#Wi#m_j^#j^[#Noh_Wd#IWj_edWb#>eWb_j_ed+0.#?[if_j[#W#ijhed]#fh[i[dY[#e\#dWj_edWb_ij#

DibWc_iji#_d#_ji#hWdai)#j^[#IGA#b[WZ[hi^_f#ijkYa#je#W#i[YkbWh*h[lebkj_edWho#t#hWj^[h#j^Wd#

DibWc_Y#t#Z_iYekhi[)#Z[iYh_X_d]#j^[#eh]Wd_iWj_ed#Wi#rj^[#\ehcWj_ed#e\#AN<#[b[c[dji#kdZ[h#

W#i_d]b[#hee\#_d#DZb_Xs+0/#<YY[fj_d]#ikY^#h[XhWdZ_d]#[dWXb[Z#j^[#DibWc_ij#\WYj_edi#e\#j^[#

IGA#je#X[d["j#\hec#Ybei[h#WiieY_Wj_ed#m_j^#Okha[o)#Wi#m[bb#Wi#\hec#Okha_i^#fhej[Yj_ed#

W]W_dij#Mkii_Wd*XWYa[Z#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#WjjWYai+#Dd#[nY^Wd][)#IGA#]hekfi#kdZ[hjeea#

jWiai#Wb_]d[Z#m_j^#i^Wh[Z#Okha_i^*IGA#fh_eh_j_[i#_d#dehj^*m[ij[hd#Noh_W+00#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc#

meha[Z#ceijbo#je#ikffehj#Z[hWZ_YWb_iWj_ed#_d#DZb_X#Xo#Yekdj[h*XWbWdY_d]#CON#WdZ#ej^[h#

<b*LW[ZW#W\"b_Wj[i)#m^_b[#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#WdZ#cWdo#ej^[h#IGA#]hekfi#fWhj_Y_fWj[Z#_d#

Okha[osi#Wdj_*SKB#ef[hWj_edi#_d#<\h_d#_d#/-.5+01#

=kj#m^_b[#Okha[o#^Wi#X[[d#WXb[#je#j[cfehWh_bo#rXkos#IGA#beoWbj_[i#Xo#fWo_d]#iWbWh_[i#WdZ#

fhel_Z_d]#Wffh[Y_WXb[#Wcekdji#e\#c_b_jWho#[gk_fc[dj)#j^[#Whc[Z#]hekfi#j^Wj#kd_j[Z#

kdZ[h#j^[#IGA#kcXh[bbW#m[h[#d[l[hj^[b[ii#dej#'o[j(#\kbb#Okha_i^#fhen_[i#'Wi#mWi#WdZ#

_i#j^[#YWi[#\eh#j^[#NI<(+02#Dd#Wd#_dj[hl_[m)#j^[#^[WZ#e\#j^[#feb_j_YWb#Xkh[Wk#e\#j^[#IGA)#

/4# OWij[a_d)#/-.5)#WX*KQ\*#

/5# N[[7#^jjfi7,,c[Z_kc+Yec,ikh_o[*]$>0$=>dZ[c_,kbkiWb*$>0$=3p]$>0$=>hb[$>2$6Aj_hc[*

Y[f^[i_d[*aWj$>1$=.bWd*]hkfbWh*/0YWWY-\3[[0#'WYY[ii[Z#6#Ekbo#/-.6(+

/6# N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+XXY+Yec,jkhaY[,^WX[hb[h*jkha_o[*12.6.5..#'WYY[ii[Z#6#Ekbo#/-.6(+

0-# JicWd)#O+)#3ZUML$NIK\QWV[$RWQV$NWZKM[$\W$KW]V\MZ$E`ZQIV$ZMOQUM$OIQV[)#<b#Hed_jeh)#/-.5)#edb_d[#

'WYY[ii[Z#.-#Ekbo#/-.6(+#Okha[o#Yedi_Z[hi#Xej^#j^[#KS?#WdZ#KFF#je#X[#j[hheh_ij#]hekfi#WdZ)#\eh#feb_Yo#

fkhfei[i)#Wi#_dj[hY^Wd][WXb[+#

0.# OWij[a_d#'/-.5(#WX*$KQ\*1$Wbie7#GkdZ)#<+)#FPM$7VL$WN$\PM$>M^IV\$8ZWV\)#=[_hkj7#>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#>[dj[h)#

/-.2+#

0/# N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+ikh_o[]kdZ[c_+Yec,/-.5,-2,0.,kbkiWb*ep]khb[ij_hc[*Y[f^[i_,#

'WYY[ii[Z#/.#<k]kij#/-.6(+

00# N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+c_bb_o[j+Yec+jh,]kdZ[c,^ji*_b[*W^hWh*[b*iWc*cWiWZW*/203.00#'WYY[ii[Z#4#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

01# N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+ikh_o[]kdZ[c_+Yec,/-.5,-/,.5,p[oj_d*ZWb_*^Wh[aWj_dW*aWj_bWd*ikh_o[b_*ck^Wb_\*]hkfbWh*

.5*ikXWj*/-.5,#'WYY[ii[Z#4#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

02# OWij[a_d#'/-.5(#WX*$KQ\*8#Wbie7#^jjfi7,,j^[WhWXm[[abo+Yec,Z[l[befc[dji*i^_\j*[hZe]Wdi*fh_eh_j_[i*ioh_W#

'WYY[ii[Z#4#<k]kij#/-.6(8#ypa_p_bY_a)#y+)#GVQ\QVO$\PM$E`ZQIV$AXXW[Q\QWV0$FPM$5WUXWVMV\[$WN$\PM$E`ZQIV$

@I\QWVIT$3ZU`$IVL$\PM$;UXTQKI\QWV[$WN$\PM$GVQ"KI\QWV)#N[jWl)#/-.6)#edb_d[7#^jjfi7,,i[jWl+eh],[d,Wii[ji,

kfbeWZi,/-.6,.-,<21@d+fZ\#'WYY[ii[Z#..#JYjeX[h#/-.6(



&&

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

CkiiWc#OWhi^W)#[nfh[ii[Z#j^[#eh]Wd_iWj_edsi#\kbb#ikffehj#\eh#Okha[o#rWi#j^[#ceij#

i_]d_"YWdj#Wbbo#TJ]\$VW\$\PM$WVT`$WVM#t#Wkj^ehsi#dej[U#e\#j^[#IGA)#W\j[h#BeZs+03#

Jd#XWbWdY[)#Okha_i^*IGA#YebbWXehWj_ed#_i#f[h^Wfi#X[ij#Z[iYh_X[Z#Wi#W#ckjkWbbo#

X[d["Y_Wb)#fhW]cWj_Y#Wbb_WdY[#j^Wj#_i#h[_d\ehY[Z#Xo#YecfWj_Xb[#feb_j_YWb#WdZ#_Z[ebe]_YWb#

ekjbeeai+#>eccWdZ[Z#Xo#]hekfi#Ybei[#je#j^[#Hkib_c#=hej^[h^eeZ#'AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc()#

FkmW_j_#CWhWa_,feb_j_YWb#NWbW"iji#Wb_]d[Z#m_j^#Okha[o#WdZ#LWjWh#'<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc()04#

WdZ#dWj_edWb_iji#'EWoi^#Wb*IWih()#j^[#IGA#i^Wh[i#Okha[osi#Wdj_fWj^o#jemWhZi#j^[#NWbW"#

`_^WZ_iji#WdZ#Noh_Wsi#FkhZi+05#?ec[ij_YWbbo)#j^[#Hkib_c#=hej^[h^eeZ*eh_[dj[Z#l_[mi#WdZ#

feb_Y_[i#e\#j^[#Okha_i^#]el[hdc[dj#'<FK)#je#X[#fh[Y_i[(#^Wl[#[dWXb[Z#a[o#Okha_i^#b[WZ[hi#

je#Xk_bZ#Xh_Z][i#X[jm[[d#Hkib_c#=hej^[h^eeZ*_dif_h[Z#IGA#]hekfi#WdZ#j^[#Okha_i^#

Yecckd_jo+06#HWdo#IGA#]hekfi#Wbie#^Wl[#Wd#^_ijeh_YWb#W\"d_jo#m_j^#j^[#AN<#WdZ#l_[m#j^[#

Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#Wi#j^[_h#cW_d#[d[co+#<bb#j^[i[#[b[c[dji#^Wl[#ij_ckbWj[Z#fhW]cWj_Y#\ehci#

e\#Okha_i^*IGA#YebbWXehWj_ed+1-#

=heWZbo#if[Wa_d])#Okha_i^*IGA#YebbWXehWj_ed#_dYh[Wi[Z#Okha[osi#_d!k[dY[#_d#DZb_X#Xo#

c[Wdi#e\#fem[h#fhe`[Yj_ed#l_W#j^[#IGAsi#_hh[]kbWh#\ehY[i#WdZ#fhel_Z[Z#Okha[o#m_j^#

Wd#WZZ_j_edWb#Wbbo#_d#_ji#"]^j#W]W_dij#j^[#KS?*b[Z#Noh_Wd#FkhZi+#Dd#h[jkhd)#j^[#IGA#

^Wi#_ji#XWYa#Yel[h[Z#WdZ#X[d["ji#\hec#W#i_p[WXb[#fWYaW][#e\#cWj[h_Wb#ikffehj+#O^_i#

YebbWXehWj_ed#mWi#\eh#[nWcfb[#WffWh[dj#m^[d#W#Okha_i^#Yedleo#je#h[_d\ehY[#_ji#c_b_jWho#

feij#_d#j^[#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd#Wh[W#mWi#[iYehj[Z#Xo#Wd#Whc[Z#f_Yakf#jhkYa#e\#AWobWg##

Wb*N^Wc#_d#<k]kij#/-.6+1.#

JdY[#IGA#^WZ#X[[d#h[*[ijWXb_i^[Z#_d#DZb_X#W\j[h#fhebed][Z#IGA*CON#YbWi^[i#_d#/-.5#WdZ#

[Whbo#/-.6#'Z_iYkii[Z#_d#j^[#d[nj#i[Yj_ed()#Okha[o#f[hikWZ[Z#j^[#IGA#je#c[h][#m_j^#j^[#

NI<#_d#j^[#Yekhi[#e\#/-.6+#O^[#NI<#j[Y^d_YWbbo#ef[hWj[i#kdZ[h#j^[#Z_h[Yj#YeccWdZ#e\#

j^[#Noh_Wd#Ddj[h_c#Bel[hdc[djsi#'NDB(#H_d_ijho#e\#?[\[dY[)#Xkj#_i#_d#h[Wb_jo#Yedjhebb[Z#Xo#

03# N[[7#ypa_p_bY_a)#y+)#GT][IT$AaO]ZTM[\QZUM$5MXPM[Q$EQ`I[Q$4]ZW$G`M[Q$:][[IU$FIZ[PI$QTM$DWXWZ\IR)#Nkh_o[#

BkdZ[c_)#/-.5)#edb_d[#'WYY[ii[Z#.-#Ekbo#/-.6(+

04# K_[hh[j)#O^ecWi)#EITI"[$I\$HIZ$QV$E`ZQI*$>WOQK[$WN$8ZIOUMV\I\QWV$IVL$DMITQOVUMV\)#C<G)#/-.5)#edb_d[+#

05# G_ij[h)#'/-.4()#WX*KQ\*

06# O^_i#_i#[l_Z[dj#_d#_d!k[dj_Wb#Okha_i^#Yb[h_Yi#fkXb_Ybo#Yecfb_c[dj_d]#j^[#b[WZ[h#e\#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wcsi)#_d#j^[#

Wii_ijWdY[#e\#j^[#Okha_i^#CkcWd_jWh_Wd#M[b_[\#AekdZWj_ed#je#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#WdZ#_d#j^[#

fhW_i[#e\#Kh[i_Z[dj#@hZe]Wd#\eh#ed[#e\#j^[#YeccWdZ[hi#e\#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc+#N[[7#^jjf7,,mmm+iWdWbXWi_d+

Yec,dkh[jj_d*o_bZ_pZWd*W^hWh_d*i[^_j*b_Z[h_d[*c[ajkf*31.3/368#^jjfi7,,mmm+dWmWhjfh[ii+Yec,_di_Z[*j^[*

jkha_i^*"[bZ*^eif_jWb*m^[h[*ioh_Wd*_ibWc_ij*"]^j[hi*Wh[*fWjY^[Z*kf*WdZ*i[dj*XWYa*je*mWh8##

^jjfi7,,mmm+_dj[hd[j^WX[h+Yec,_ij[*[hZe]Wd_d*XW^i[jj_]_*e*eie*aeckjWd_*.53.54.^+^jc#

'Wbb#WYY[ii[Z#ed#/6#JYjeX[h(+

1-# G_ij[h)#'/-.4()#WX*KQ\*

1.# N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+c_ZZb[[Wij[o[+d[j,d[mi,W_h*ijh_a[*^_j*d[Wh*jkha_i^*c_b_jWho*Yedleo*_Zb_X#

'WYY[ii[Z#.5#N[fj[cX[h#/-.6(



&'

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

Okha[o+1/#?[if_j[#_Z[ebe]_YWb#WdZ#b[WZ[hi^_f#Z_\\[h[dY[i#X[jm[[d#j^[#IGA#WdZ#j^[#NI<)#

j^[#ijhWj[]_Y#fh_eh_jo#e\#rZ[\[dZ_d]#j^[#b_X[hWj[Z#j[hh_jeh_[i#WdZ#h[]W_d_d]#beij#]hekdZ#

_d#Iehj^[hd#CWcW#WdZ#DZb_Xs#W]W_dij#Mkii_Wd#WdZ#Noh_Wd#M[]_c[#WjjWYai#_dY[dj_l_i[Z#

iY[fj_YWb#IGA#YeccWdZ[hi#je#Yec[#je#j[hci#m_j^#Okha[osi#fh[iikh[#je#c[h][+10#O^[#

kd_"YWj_ed#^Wi#][d[hWj[Z#W#ceh[#Y[djhWb_i[Z#\ehY[#j^Wj#Yecfh_i[i#i[l[d#Yehfi#WdZ#

WXekj#5-)---#"]^j[hi+11#?kh_d]#j^[#WddekdY[c[dj#Y[h[cedo#_d#NWdb_kh\W#'Okha[o()#NDBsi#

Z[\[dY[#c_d_ij[h)#NWb_c#DZh_i)#WddekdY[Z#j^[#_dj[dj_ed#je#YhWYa#Zemd#ed#j[hheh_ij#]hekfi#

ikY^#Wi#CON#WdZ#j^[#KS?,KFF+12#Dd#ikc)#Okha[osi#rYedjheb*j^hek]^*Y[djhWb_iWj_eds#

ijhWj[]o#kbj_cWj[bo#WY^_[l[Z#Yedieb_ZWj_ed#e\#j^[#cW`eh#fheno#[b[c[dji#e\#_ji#^oXh_Z#

mWh\Wh[#ijhWj[]o#t#NI<#WdZ#IGA#*#_d#<\h_d)#<b*=WX,EWhWXkbki#WdZ#_d#fWhji#e\#DZb_X+#

1/# N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+jhj^WX[h+Yec,^WX[h,ZkdoW,ikh_o[*c_bb_*ehZkik*akhkbZk*100623+^jcb#WdZ#

'WYY[ii[Z#6#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

10# N[[7#G_ij[h)#>^Whb[i)#F]ZSQ[P)JIKSML$E`ZQIV$IZUML$WXXW[Q\QWV$OZW]X[$\W$]VQ\M$]VLMZ$WVM$JIVVMZ)#H_ZZb[#@Wij#

Ddij_jkj[)#/-.6)#edb_d[8#Wbie7#^jjfi7,,mmm+jhj^WX[h+Yec,^WX[h,ZkdoW,ikh_o[*c_bb_*ehZkik*akhkbZk*100623+

^jcb#'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#/-#JYjeX[h#/-.6(

11# N[[7#^jjfi7,,[d+[j_bW\+eh],Wbb*d[mi,d[mi,i_]*WddekdY[i*c[h][h*X[jm[[d*dWj_edWb*Whco*dWj_edWb*

b_X[hWj_ed*\hedj+^jcb#'WYY[ii[Z#6#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

12# N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+jhj^WX[h+Yec,^WX[h,ZkdoW,ikh_o[*c_bb_*ehZkik*akhkbZk*100623+^jcb#WdZ#

'WYY[ii[Z#6#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+



&(

(# #9MJD>Q#;G=#LA>#;JF>=#
8QJB;G#HIIHKBLBHG/#
8;E;!"CBA;=BKL#@JHMIK

S[j)#j^[#IGA#h[fh[i[dj[Z#edbo#WXekj#^Wb\#e\#DZb_Xsi#lWh_[Z#YWij#e\#DibWc_ij#]hekfi+#

O^[#ej^[h#^Wb\#t#kd_j[Z#_d#CON#j^Wj#eh_]_dWj[Z#\hec#EWX^Wj#Wb*IkihW#WdZ#mWi#_dif_h[Z#Xo#

<b*LW[ZWsi#ZeYjh_d[#e\#]beXWb#`_^WZ#t#jkhd[Z#Zemd#j^[#/-.5#Okha_i^#e\\[h,fki^#je#c[h][#

_dje#j^[#IGA+#R^_b[#Okha[osi#IGA*XWi[Z#Yedieb_ZWj_ed#ijhWj[]o#mWi#_d_j_Wbbo#[\\[Yj_l[)#

X[\eh[#bed]#CON#ikYY[ii\kbbo#cel[Z#W]W_dij#i[l[hWb#Okha_i^*XWYa[Z#IGA#]hekfi#_d#

DZb_X#WdZ#Z[\[Wj[Z#j^[c#_d#Wd#_dj[h*\WYj_edWb#ijhk]]b[#j^hek]^#W#c_n#e\#Ye*efjWj_ed)#

_dj_c_ZWj_ed#WdZ#Ye[hY_ed+#R^[d#_j#mWi#el[h)#CON#Yedjhebb[Z#WXekj#6-#f[h#Y[dj#e\#DZb_X+13#

Dj#Wbie#[ijWXb_i^[Z#j^[#NWblWj_ed#Bel[hdc[dj#Wi#W#h_lWb#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#Ddj[h_c#Bel[hdc[dj+#

Dji#ikYY[ii#edY[#ceh[#YedjhWij[Z#Wd#[njh[c_ij#l_i_ed#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh#m_j^#W#

h[lebkj_edWho#ed[+14#

Cem[l[h)#j^[#CON#b[WZ[hi^_f#Ze[i#dej#^ebZ#W#kd_\ehc#l_[m#ed#j^[#mWh#_d#Noh_W+#Jd#

j^[#ed[#^WdZ)#_j#\[Wjkh[i#ceh[#fhW]cWj_Y#\WYj_edi+#O^[i[#Wh[#b[Z#Xo#<Xk#Hk^Wcc[Z##

Wb*EebWd_)#WdZ#Yec\ehjWXb[#m_j^#YebbWXehWj_ed#m_j^#Okha[o)#_dYbkZ_d]#ikffehj_d]#Okha_i^#

ef[hWj_edi#W]W_dij#j^[#KS?#[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i#h_l[h15#_d#[nY^Wd][#\eh#Okha[osi#

ikffehj#_d#r\ehj_\o_d]#WdZ#Z[\[dZ_d]s#dehj^*m[ij[hd#Noh_W+16#>ebbWXehWj_ed#X[jm[[d#j^[i[#

fhW]cWj_Y#CON#[b[c[dji#WdZ#Okha[o#X[YWc[#WffWh[dj#m^[d#Okha_i^#<hco#kd_ji#m[h[#

[iYehj[Z#Xo#CON#"]^j[hi#'hWj^[h#j^Wd#IGA#]hekfi(#_d#j^[#_d_j_Wb#f^Wi[#e\#j^[#Okha_i^#

Z[*[iYWbWj_ed#Z[fbeoc[dj#_dje#DZb_X#_d#JYjeX[h#/-.4+2-#O^_i#r^oXh_Z#ef[hWj_eds#fh[l[dj[Z#

W#Z_h[Yj#Okha_i^#YbWi^#m_j^#j^[#]hekf#Xkj#Z_Z#dej#ZhWm#CON#_dje#j^[#Okha_i^*XWYa[Z#

IGA#Wbb_WdY[+#

13# N[[7#OWij[a_d)#A[^_c)#<QPILQ[\[$WN$;LTQJ$[XTQ\\QVO$]VLMZ$F]ZSQ[P$XZM[[]ZM)#<b*Hed_jeh)#/-.6)#

edb_d[#'WYY[ii[Z#3#Ekbo#/-.6(+

14# G_ij[h)#'/-.4(+#WX*KQ\*#

15# N[[7#^jjfi7,,WWmiWj+Yec,jkha_i^,^ec[,Whj_Yb[,.214-53,^j!*j{ha_o[sd_d*a{hj*]hkfbWhW*ozd[b_a*

ef[hWioedkdk*Z[ij[ab_oeh#'WYY[ii[Z#.5#N[fj[cX[h#/-.6(+

16# O^_i#_i#EebWd_si#rd[ms#eX`[Yj_l[+#N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+_jYj+eh]+ka,WhY^_l[i,_jYjVj[hheh_ijVd[j,^WoWj*jW^h_h*#

Wb*i^Wc#'WYY[ii[Z#/3#<k]kij#/-.6(+

2-# Nj[_d)#<hed)#F]ZSM`b[$XZM[MVKM$QV$3NZQV$KPIVOM[$\PM$E`ZQI$MY]I\QWV$&IOIQV()#<jbWdj_Y#>ekdY_b)#/-.4)#edb_d[8#

G_ij[h)#'/-.4()#WX*KQ\1$Wbie7#HYZemWbb)#<d]ki)#8QZ[\$F]ZSQ[P$UQTQ\IZ`$KWV^W`$MV\MZ[$E`ZQI%[$;LTQJ($M[kj[hi)#/-.4)#

edb_d[#'WYY[ii[Z#/-#JYjeX[h(+



&)

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

Jd#j^[#ej^[h#^WdZ)#j^[#CON#b[WZ[hi^_f#Wbie#\[Wjkh[i#ceh[#Ze]cWj_Y#[b[c[dji)#_+[+#j^[#

OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d#'M[b_]_eki#BkWhZ_Wdis#Jh]Wd_iWj_ed()#m^_Y^#h[`[Yj#Yeef[hWj_ed#

m_j^#Okha[o+#<\j[h#W#XbeeZo#_dj[h*\WYj_edWb#"]^j#m_j^_d#CON#X[jm[[d#HWhY^#/-.5#WdZ#

A[XhkWho#/-.6)#Xej^#\WYj_edi#\eh][Z#Wd#W]h[[c[dj#je#Yeef[hWj[#W]W_dij#j^[_h#Yecced#

[d[co7#j^[#Noh_Wd#M[]_c[+2.#?[if_j[#j^_i#jhkY[)#<b*LW[ZW#l[j[hWdi#m_j^_d#OWdp_c#CkhhWi#

Wb*?_d#^Wl[#Yedj_dk[Z#je#Yh_j_Y_i[#CONsi#Z_iWiieY_Wj_ed#\hec#<b*LW[ZW#WdZ#_ji#Wb_]dc[dj#

m_j^#Okha[osi#ijhWj[]o#_d#DZb_X+2/#Akhj^[hceh[)#Xo#h[`[Yj_d]#Okha_i^*Mkii_Wd#W]h[[c[dji)#

OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d#`[efWhZ_i[Z#j^[#ijWjki#gke#_d#DZb_X#m^[d#_j#YWhh_[Z#ekj#i[l[hWb#

WjjWYai#ed#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#WdZ#Mkii_Wd#fei_j_edi+#O^_i#^Wi#X[[d#^_]^bo#fheXb[cWj_Y#

\eh#Okha[o#X[YWki[#_j#kdZ[hc_d[i#Mkii_Wsi#Yed"Z[dY[#_d#Okha[osi#WX_b_jo#je#[ijWXb_i^#

_d\ehcWb#Yedjheb#el[h#DZb_X#WdZ#je#Z[\ki[#j^[#NWbW"*`_^WZ_#j^h[Wj#Wi#f[h#j^[#j[hci#e\#j^[#

NeY^_#WdZ#<ijWdW#W]h[[c[dji+#?[if_j[#CON#Wh]k_d]#j^Wj#_ji#WjjWYai#m[h[#fh[Y[Z[Z#Xo#

^eij_b[#WYji#ed#j^[#fWhj#e\#j^[#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[)#_ji#WYj_l_j_[i#]Wl[#Mkii_W#WdZ#j^[#Noh_Wd#

h[]_c[#j^[#f[h\[Yj#fh[j[nj#je#WZlWdY[#W]W_dij#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd#WdZ#Yedgk[h#_j+20#D\#j^_i#

e\\[di_l[#_i#Yedj_dk[Z)#_j#m_bb#[dZWd][h#Okha[osi#DZb_X#ijhWj[]o#X[YWki[#_j#mekbZ#jh_]][h#

bWh][#dkcX[hi#e\#h[\k][[i#^[WZ_d]#jemWhZi#Okha[o#WdZ#_dYh[Wi[#j^[#fh[iikh[#ed#Okha[o#

je#lWYWj[#j^[#fWhji#e\#Noh_W#_j#Yedjhebi+#

Dd#h[ifedi[#je#CON#_d!k[dY[)#Okha[o#im_jY^[Z#je#W#ikXl[hi_ed#YWcfW_]d#W]W_dij#_j+21#

Heh[#fh[Y_i[bo)#Okha[o#_d_j_Wj[Z#W#LQ^QLM)IVL)Z]TM#feb_Yo#j^Wj#iek]^j#je#i[fWhWj[$

LWOUI\QK#CON#]hekfi#'<b*LW[ZW#W\"b_Wj[i(#\hec#XZIOUI\QK#ed[i#'_+[+#j^ei[#h[Y[fj_l[#

je#Yeef[hWj_ed#m_j^#Okha[o#ed#j^[#XWi_i#e\#j^[#h[lebkj_ed#W]W_dij#j^[#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[(+22#

Dd#<k]kij#/-.5)#j^[#Okha_i^#\eh[_]d#c_d_ij[h)#H[lbkj#>Wlkie]bk)#ikccWh_i[Z#j^_i#

2.# <b_)#H+#CW][)#9]IZLQVO$\PM$3T)CIMLI$8TIUM)#=[_hkj7#>Whd[]_[#H_ZZb[#@Wij#>[dj[h)#/-.5)#edb_d[8#EeiY[bod)#

O^ecWi)#<dWboi_i7#:I`bI\$FIPZQZ$IT)EPIU$IVL$:]ZZI[$IT)6QV$ZMIKP$I$VM_$IKKWZL)#AA?si#Ged]#RWh#EekhdWb)#

/-.6)#edb_d[8#OWij[a_d$&-+,/'$WX*KQ\*

2/# EeiY[bod)#O^ecWi)#3T$CIMLI)TQVSML$WXMZI\QWV[$ZWWU$KW]V\MZI\\IKS[$I[$JWUJ[$NITT$QV$VWZ\PMZV$E`ZQI)#AA?si#

Ged]#RWh#EekhdWb)#/-.6+#edb_d[#'//#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

20# R^[d#j^[#e\\[di_l[#h[ikbj[Z#_d#i[l[hWb#Okha_i^#YWikWbj_[i)#Okha[o#h[_d\ehY[Z#_ji#c_b_jWho#feiji#WdZ#^[bf[Z#

Yh[Wj[#W#`e_dj#ef[hWj_ed#heec#kd_j_d]#CON)#IGA#WdZ#NI<#"]^j[hi)#m^_b[#Wbie#fhel_Z_d]#W#][d[heki#ikffbo#e\#

Wdj_*jWda#WdZ#BhWZ#c_ii_b[i+#O^[i[#_dj[hl[dj_edi#dejm_j^ijWdZ_d])#j^[#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#e\\[di_l[#Yedgk[h[Z#

F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd#_d#<k]kij#/-.6#WdZ#bW_Z#i_[][#je#W#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#feij)#_d#bWh][#fWhj#[dWXb[Z#Xo#j^[#

ed]e_d]#h_lWbho#X[jm[[d#CON#WdZ#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_iji#'[if[Y_Wbbo#<^hWh#Wb*N^Wc(+N[[7#^jjfi7,,YW+h[kj[hi+

Yec,Whj_Yb[,jefI[mi,_Z><F>I.ON0/<*J><OK#'WYY[ii[Z#6#Ekbo#/-.6(8#OWij[a_d)#A+)#F]ZSM`b[$ZQ[S`$ZW]\M$QV$

;LTQJ)#<b*Hed_jeh)#/-.6)#edb_d[8#ypa_p_bY_a)#y+)#3$_I`$W]\$NWZ$D][[QI$IVL$F]ZSM`$NZWU$;LTQJ%[$[XQZIT$WN$^QWTMVKM)#

RWi^_d]jed)#H_ZZb[#@Wij#Ddij_jkj[)#/-.6)#edb_d[#'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#/4#Ekbo#/-.6(8#<b#Ie\Wb)#R+)#R^Wj#^Wff[d[Z#

_d#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd:)#E`ZQI$6QZMK\)#edb_d[8#^jjfi7,,mmm+c_ZZb[[Wijced_jeh+Yec,/-.6-5/0*ioh_W*Whco*

ikhhekdZ*X[i_[][Z*jkha_i^*iebZ_[hi*_d*_Zb_X*eXi[hlWj_ed*fe_dj,8#^jjfi7,,mmm+WbWhWXo+Ye+ka,[d]b_i^,

d[mi,/-.6,1,/4,^ji*a_bbi*el[h*/-*ioh_Wd*h[]_c[*"]^j[hi*_d*Wb[ffe8#Mkii_Wd#Aeh[_]d#H_d_ijho#GWlhelsi#

WddekdY[c[dj)$edb_d[$'Wbb#WYY[ii[Z#.0#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

21# G_ij[h#'/-.4'$WX*KQ\*#

22# N[[7#ypa_p_bY_a)#y+)#:FE$QTM$UhKILMTM$VI[!T$WTIJQTQZ2#<daWhW7#Nkh_o[#BkdZ[c_)#/-.5)#edb_d[8#G_ij[h#'/-.4(#WX*KQ\*



&*

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

feb_Yo#Wi#ri[fWhWj_d]#j^[#ceZ[hWj[#effei_j_ed#\hec#j^[#j[hheh_ijis+23#<h]kWXbo#_j#mWi#

X[YWki[#e\#Okha_i^#ikffehj#WdZ#fh[iikh[#\hec#Whc[Z#]hekfi#b_da[Z#je#Okha[o#_d#DZb_X#

j^Wj#j^[#fhW]cWj_Y#m_d]#e\#CON#h[*[ijWXb_i^[Z#_ji#Zec_dWdY[#m_j^_d#j^[#eh]Wd_iWj_ed#

W\j[h#_ji#Ze]cWj_ij#m_d])#OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d)#^WZ#X[[d#cWh]_dWb_i[Z#l_W#h[fh[ii_ed#

WdZ#W\eh[c[dj_ed[Z#Xhea[h[Z#jhkY[+24#S[j)#Z[if_j[#j^[#Zec_dWdY[#e\#j^[#fhW]cWj_iji)#

j^[#b[WZ[h#e\#j^[#CON)#<Xk#Hk^Wcc[Z#Wb*EebWd_)#Yedj_dk[Z#je#fh[i[hl[#j^[#]hekfsi#

Wkjedeco+#=kj#^[#Wbie#W]h[[Z#je#\ehc#W#T`e_djU#ef[hWj_ed#heec#'A[j^skb#HkX_d(25#m_j^#

j^[#IGA)#NI<#WdZ#OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d#\WYj_edi#je#X[jj[h#h[i_ij#j^[#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#

e\\[di_l['i(#_d#DZb_X+26#Akhj^[hceh[)#Okha[o#]W_d[Z#W#fb[Z][#\hec#<b*EebWd_#je#^[bf#"]^j#

j^[#KS?#_d#[nY^Wd][#\eh#Okha[osi#WYY[fjWdY[#e\#CON#j[hh_jeh_Wb#Yedjheb#_d#DZb_X+3-#OWa[d#

je][j^[h)#CON#Yedj_dk[i#je#ef[hWj[#_dZ[f[dZ[djbo#e\#j^[#IGA#WdZ#edbo#YebbWXehWj[i#m_j^#

Okha[o#fhW]cWj_YWbbo#ed#W#f[[h*je*f[[h#XWi_i+#

<i#W#h[ikbj)#Okha[osi#rYedjheb*j^hek]^*Y[djhWb_iWj_eds#feb_Yo#_d#DZb_X)#m^_Y^#i[[ai#je#Xh_d]#

j^h[[#]hekfi#'CON)#IGA#WdZ#NI<(#kdZ[h#W#i_d]b[#eh]Wd_iWj_edWb#ijhkYjkh[)#h[cW_di#

lkbd[hWXb[+#O^[#h[Wb_jo#_i#j^Wj#CON#WdZ#j^[#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_iji#Ze#dej#i[[#[o[#je#[o[)#

m^_b[#Okha[o#^Wi#de#Yedjheb#el[h#OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d)#m^_Y^#\hec#W#Okha_i^#f[hif[Yj_l[#

WYji#Wi#W#ife_b[h#j^hek]^#_ji#WX_b_jo#je#[iYWbWj[#l_eb[dY[#j^Wj#YWd#fhelea[#Mkii_Wd#WdZ#

Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#h[ifedi[i+#<#"dWb#fheXb[c#\eh#Okha[osi#fheno#ijhWj[]o#_i#j^Wj#j^[#Mkii_Wd*

Noh_Wd#WiiWkbj#ed#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd#^Wi#fkj#Okha[o#_d#j^[#heb[#e\#\WY_b_jWjeh*Ykc*ef[hWjeh#

e\#DZb_Xsi#Wiiehj[Z#WhhWo#e\#Whc[Z#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#hWj^[h#j^Wd#j^Wj#e\#]kWhWdjeh#

e\#j^[#Z[c_b_jWh_i[Z#ped[#WhekdZ#DZb_X#eh#j^Wj#e\#j^[#rd[c[i_is#e\#CON+#

Jd#j^[#kfi_Z[)#h[Y[dj#XWjjb["[bZ#Z[l[befc[dji#fhel_Z[Z#Okha[o#m_j^#W#]eeZ#effehjkd_jo#

je#h[jkhd#je#DZb_X#j^[#IGA#]hekfi#j^Wj#^WZ#X[[d#Y^Wi[Z#ekj#Xo#CON#[Whb_[h#_d#j^[#o[Wh+3.#

Dj#_i#YedY[_lWXb[#j^Wj#Okha[osi#\kjkh[#ijhWj[]o#m_bb#Yedi_ij#e\#_dYh[Wi_d]#_ji#c_b_jWho#

eXi[hlWj_ed#feiji)#ijh[d]j^[d_d]#j^[#h[Y[djbo#h[ijhkYjkh[Z#IGA#\ehY[i#'c[h][Z#m_j^#j^[#

NI<()#_iebWj_d]#CON)#WdZ#kdZ[hjWa_d]#`e_dj#WYj_ed#m_j^#j^[#PN#WdZ#Mkii_W#W]W_dij#OWdp_c#

CkhhWi#Wb*?_d+3/#

23# N[[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+jhj^WX[h+Yec,^WX[h,]kdZ[c,Z_i_ib[h_*XWaWd_*c[lbkj*YWlkie]bk*Xhkdiedkd*ZkhkckdZW*

X_h*Z[]_i_ab_a*oea*05-.-3+^jcb#'WYY[ii[Z#.-#Ekbo#/-.6(+

24# ypa_p_bY_a#'/-.5(#WX*$KQ\*

25# N[[7#^jjfi7,,j/1+Yec+jh,^WX[h,^Wd*i[o^kd*_Zb_X*_d*aWb[*aWf_i_*d_d*Zkic[i_*ikh_o[*Z[*iWlWi_d*i[oh_d_*#

l[*jkha_o[*o_*dWi_b*[ja_b[o[X_b_h)50244.#'WYY[ii[Z#/.#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+

26# G_ij[h)#>^Whb[i)#FPM$GZOMVK`$WN$;LTQJ0$\PM$;UXMVLQVO$DMOQUM$ANNMV[Q^M$IVL$6MTQKI\M$4ITIVKM$QV$E`ZQIb[$

@WZ\P_M[\)#RWh#ed#j^[#MeYai)#/-.5)#edb_d[+

3-# OWij[a_d$&-+,/'$WX*$KQ\*

3.# ypa_p_bY_a#'/-.6(#WX*$KQ\*$

3/# N[[#\eh#[nWcfb[7#^jjfi7,,mmm+Wb*ced_jeh+Yec,fkbi[,eh_]_dWbi,/-.6,-6,#jkha[o*c_b_jWho*feiji*#ioh_W*###########_Zb_X*#

hkii_W*l_ebWj_edi+^jcb#eh#^jjfi7,,mmm+c_ZZb[[Wijced_jeh+Yec,/-.6-6-0*_d*XecX_d]*_Zb_X*j^[*ki*_i*jho_d]*#

je*fkbb*je][j^[h*_ji*ioh_W*feb_Yo,#'Xej^#WYY[ii[Z#/0#N[fj[cX[h#/-.6(+



&+

)# #5>Q#<A;J;<L>JBKLB<K#H?#
9MJDBKA#MK>#H?#8QJB;G#
;JF>="IJHPB>K#

N_dY[#/-.3)#Okha[o#^Wi#fkj#m[bb*jW_beh[Z)#WZWfj_l[#WdZ#[\\[Yj_l[#WhhWd][c[dji#_d#

fbWY[#m_j^#Z_\\[h[dj#YWj[]eh_[i#e\#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#]hekfi+#O^[#NI<#^Wi#X[[d#

_dijhkc[djWb#_d#j^[#h[Wb_iWj_ed#e\#Okha[osi#Xk\\[h#ped[#ijhWj[]o#Wi#W#Yeh[#_hh[]kbWh#\ehY[#

kdZ[h#Wbceij#\kbb#Okha_i^#Yedjheb#l_W#j^[#fhel_i_ed#e\#jhW_d_d]#WdZ#[gk_fc[dj)#iWbWho#

fWoc[dji#WdZ#j^[#Yh[Wj_ed#e\#d[m#eh]Wd_iWj_edWb#ijhkYjkh[i+#Ie#bed][h#W#\hW]c[dj[Z#

WdZ#Z[Y[djhWb_i[Z#fheno)#j^[#NI<#_i#X[Yec_d]#Wd#_dj[]hWj[Z)#Wbj^ek]^#_hh[]kbWh)#[b[c[dj#

e\#j^[#Okha_i^#Whco+#Dd#j[hci#e\#feb_Yo#eX`[Yj_l[i)#NI<#\ehY[i#]h[Wjbo#\WY_b_jWj[Z#j^[#

h[Wb_iWj_ed#e\#jme#i[c_*Wkjedeceki#Okha_i^#fhej[YjehWj[i#_d#<\h_d#WdZ#WhekdZ#j^[##

<pWp*EWhWXkbki#Yehh_Zeh#'m[ij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i(#WdZ#W#d[m#Xk\\[h#ped[#X[jm[[d#

O[bb#<XoWZ#[d#MWi#Wb*<od#'[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i(+30#

Dd#h[if[Yj#e\#j^[#IGA)#Okha[o#Z[l[bef[Z#W#b_]^j[h#l[hi_ed#e\#j^[#iWc[#Yedjheb*j^hek]^*

Y[djhWb_iWj_ed#WffheWY^+#Dji#"hij#f^Wi[#'/-.5(#iek]^j#je#c[h][#IGA#WdZ#AN<#]hekfi#_d#

DZb_X)#Xkj#j^_i#mWi#edbo#fWhj_Wbbo#ikYY[ii\kb#Zk[#je#Z_\\[h[dY[i#X[jm[[d#j^[i[#]hekfi#WdZ#

ik\\[h[Z#i[jXWYai#Zk[#je#YbWi^[i#X[jm[[d#CON#WdZ#IGA+#O^[#i[YedZ#f^Wi[#e\#Okha[osi#

WffheWY^#'/-.6(#[dZ[Z#kf#kd_j_d]#NI<#WdZ#IGA#\ehY[i#kdZ[h#Okha_i^#YeccWdZ+#

R^_b[#Okha[o#YekbZ#dej#[ijWXb_i^#NI<*jof[#b[l[bi#e\#Yedjheb#Zkh_d]#j^[#"hij#f^Wi[)#_j#

d[l[hj^[b[ii#[ijWXb_i^[Z#Wd#_d!k[dj_Wb#Yb_[dj*fheno#h[bWj_edi^_f#m_j^#j^[#IGA#Xo#e\\[h_d]#

_ji#]hekfi#W#h[Wh#XWi[)#^Wl_d]#j^[c#fWhj_Y_fWj[#_d#Okha_i^#ef[hWj_edi#_d#<\h_d#WdZ#_d#j^[#

<pWp*EWhWXkbki#Yehh_Zeh)#WdZ#fhel_Z_d]#j^[c#m_j^#[gk_fc[dj)#jhW_d_d]#WdZ#iWbWh_[i+#

N_dY[#j^[_h#kd_"YWj_ed#m_j^#j^[#NI<)#j^[#\ehc[h#IGA#]hekfi#AWobWg#Wb*N^Wc#WdZ#EWoi^#

Wb*<^hWh#^Wl[#X[[d#_dlebl[Z#_d#Okha[osi#h[Y[dj#rK[WY[#Nfh_d]is#_dYkhi_ed#[Wij#e\#j^[#

@kf^hWj[i#M_l[h+31#Dd#j[hci#e\#feb_Yo#eX`[Yj_l[i)#j^[#IGA#^[bf[Z#[nfWdZ#Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#

_d#DZb_X)#Yekdj[hXWbWdY[Z#NWbW"#`_^WZ_ij#]hekfi#_d#j^[#Wh[W)#WdZ#ijh[d]j^[d[Z#Okha[osi#

fheno#\ehY[i#W]W_dij#j^[#SKB+#

30# N[[7#QWd#G[[km[d#WdZ#QWd#Q[[d#'/-.6()#WX*KQ\*#

31# OWij[a_d)#A+)#HPW$IZM$\PM$F]ZSQ[P)JIKSML$NWZKM[$QV$TI\M[\$E`ZQI$QVK]Z[QWV2(#<b#Hed_jeh)#/-.6)#edb_d[#

'WYY[ii[Z#.1#JYjeX[h#/-.6(+



&,

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

<bj^ek]^#Okha[osi#WffheWY^#[dYekdj[h[Z#ijhed]#h[i_ijWdY[#\hec#CON#j^Wj#_d_j_Wbbo#b[Z#

je#j^[#Z[\[Wj#e\#Okha[o*Wb_]d[Z#IGA#\ehY[i)#Okha[o#cWdW][Z#je#el[hYec[#j^_i#i[jXWYa#

Xo#im_jY^_d]#je#W#LQ^QLM)IVL)Z]TM#WffheWY^#j^Wj#iWm#j^[#ceh[#fhW]cWj_Y#CON#\WYj_edi#

[c[h][#Zec_dWdj#\hec#j^[#]hekfsi#_dj[hdWb#fem[h#ijhk]]b[i+#A_]kh[#.#X[bem#fhel_Z[i#

W#ikccWho#el[hl_[m#e\#a[o#h[bWj_edi#X[jm[[d#Okha[o#WdZ#lWh_eki#i[ji#e\#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#

effei_j_ed#]hekfi#el[h#j^[#Yekhi[#e\#j^[#Y_l_b#mWh+#Dj#Ze[i#dej#Wif_h[#je#X[#\kbbo#_dYbki_l[#

e\#Wbb#Z[l[befc[dji#t#j^[h[#Wh[#i_cfbo#jee#cWdo#t#Xkj#YWfjkh[i#a[o#i^_\ji#WdZ#h[bWj_edi+



&-

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

2GESPC")" ;TCPTGCU"MD"RFC"PCJ?RGMLQ"@CRUCCL"=SPICW"?LB"<WPG?YQ"?PKCB"MNNMQGRGML"EPMSNQ"

Hey’at Tahrir al-Sham

(after 2017)

Islamic Front

(before 2014)

Faylaq al-Sham

(after 2014)

Jabhat al-Nusra)

(2011-2016)

Secular revolutionary groups

Nationalist 

Islamist 

groups

Salafi

jihadist

groups

Free Syrian Army

(before 2017)

Non-religious 

agenda

Fragmented

Various sponsors 

Turkey hosted

Syrian National 

Army (after 2017)

NLF merges 

with SNA in 

October 2019

Centralized

Operates under 

the Syrian Interim 

Govt‘s MoD

National Liberation 

Front (after 2017)

A merger of 

nationalist Islamist 

groups and FSA-

affiliated groups

Syria-focused 

Islamic/revolutionary 

agenda

Operates 

in Idlib

A Syria-focused 

Islamic agendaSNC 

cooperation

FSA-alligned 

groups

Syrian agenda

Orthodox Salafi

Transnational 

jihad

Originated 

as Syrian 

Islamic State

Affiliated with 

Al-Qaeda 

after 2014

Local extremist 

agenda

Jabhat Fatah 

al-Sham (2016)

Breakaway from 

Al-Qaeda

Local extremist 

agenda

Salvation 

Government

In Idlib

Breakaway from 

from Al-Qaeda

Control 

(organization 

& payroll)

Support 

and 

influence

Support 

and influence

(payroll)

Support 

Direct 

support and 

middleman for 

Gulf support

Covert 

cooperation 

with pragmatic 

elements

Tolerating

Tolerating

Iej[7#=o#&i[YkbWh#h[lebkj_edWho#]hekfi&#m[#c[Wd#]hekfi#j^Wj#^Wl[#de#_dj[dj_ed#e\#Yh[Wj_d]#Wd#DibWc_Y#ijWj[#
_d#Noh_W+#&IWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#]hekfi&#YWd#Wbie#X[#h[lebkj_edWho#_d#dWjkh[#'W]W_dij#<iiWZ(+



&.

NjhWj[]_[i#e\#Okha_i^#fheno#mWh\Wh[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W#q#>MP#M[fehj)#Iel[cX[h#/-.6

Jd#j^[#kfi_Z[)#Okha[osi#YebbWXehWj_ed#m_j^#CON#'Yel[hj#Yeef[hWj_ed#m_j^#fhW]cWj_Y#

[b[c[dji()#IGA#'_Z[ebe]_YWb#fWhjd[hi^_f(#WdZ#NI<#'Y[djhWb_i[Z#Yedjheb(#^Wl[#

ijh[d]j^[d[Z#j^[#Okha_i^#c_b_jWho#fei_j_ed#_d#DZb_X)#_cfhel[Z#_ji#d[]ej_Wj_ed#fei_j_ed#

h[]WhZ_d]#j^[#\kjkh[#e\#j^[#fhel_dY[)#WdZ#Yh[Wj[Z#W#"]^j_d]#YeWb_j_ed#W]W_dij#j^[#KS?+#

O^[#Zemdi_Z[#e\#j^[i[#Z_\\[h[dj#\ehci#e\#YebbWXehWj_ed#X[jm[[d#Okha[o#WdZ#Noh_Wd#

effei_j_ed#]hekfi#^Wi#X[[d#j^Wj#j^[o#^Wl[#h[ZkY[Z#Okha[osi#ijhWj[]_Y#Yh[Z_X_b_jo#m_j^#

Mkii_W)#cW_djW_d[Z#CON#Wi#W#'fWhj_Wbbo(#<b*LW[ZW*b_da[Z#_dj[hdWj_edWb#j[hheh_ij#]hekf#WdZ#

Yh[Wj[Z#ijhed]#b_dai#X[jm[[d#Okha[o#WdZ#hWd][#e\#Noh_Wd#DibWc_ij#Whc[Z#]hekfi)#_d#fWhj#

NWbW")#j^Wj#cWo#fh[i[dj#Okha[o#m_j^#W#Zec[ij_Y#i[Ykh_jo#Y^Wbb[d][#_d#j^[#c[Z_kc*j[hc+#

F[o#lWh_WXb[i#j^Wj#^Wl[#_d!k[dY[Z#j^[#[\\[Yj_l[d[ii#e\#Okha[osi#[d]W][c[dj#m_j^#

Z_\\[h[dj#Whc[Z#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#_dYbkZ[7#W(#j^[#feii_X_b_jo#e\#eXjW_d_d]#

_d!k[dY[#Xo#fhel_Z_d]#i_]d_"YWdj#cWj[h_Wb#ikffehj)#ikY^#Wi#jhW_d_d])#iWbWh_[i#WdZ#

[gk_fc[dj8#X(#j^[#[nj[dj#je#m^_Y^#_j#YekbZ#fWhjd[h#ikY^#]hekfi#m_j^#_ji#emd#c_b_jWho#

'[+]+#i^Wh[Z#Ykbjkh[)#f[hY[_l[Z#[d[co##WdZ#_Z[ebe]o(8#Y(#j^[#b[l[b#e\#Y[djhWb_i[Z#Yedjheb#

_j#mWi#WXb[#je#WY^_[l[8#Z(#][e]hWf^_Y#fhen_c_jo8#WdZ#[(#Yb[l[h#Z_l_Z[*WdZ*hkb[#jWYj_Yi)##

m^_Y^)#Wbed]i_Z[#h[bWj_l[#d[]b[Yj#e\#_Z[ebe]_YWb#Z_\\[h[dY[i)#fhel[Z#ki[\kb#_d#j_ff_d]#

j^[i[#lWh_WXb[i#_d#Okha[osi#\Wlekh+



'%

1HG<EMKBHG#

N_dY[#j^[#\W_bkh[#e\#_ji#ijhWj[]o#je#el[hj^hem#<iiWZ#X[jm[[d#/-..#WdZ#/-.3)#Okha[o#^Wi#

X[Yec[#W#ceh[#i_]d_"YWdj#fbWo[h#_d#j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh+#A_hij)#Xh_d]_d]#W#\hW]c[dj[Z#AN<#

kdZ[h#_ji#YeccWdZ)#h[eh]Wd_i_d]#j^[i[#\ehY[i#_dje#W#Y[djhWb_i[Z#NI<#WdZ#fWhjd[h_d]#

m_j^#j^[#IGA#[dWXb[Z#Okha[o#je#[n[hY_i[#]h[Wj[h#Yedjheb#el[h#jme#a[o#i[ji#e\#Noh_Wd#

Whc[Z#]hekfi#_d#DZb_X)#<\h_d#WdZ#j^[#<pWp*EWhWXkbki#Yehh_Zeh+#O^_i#[dWXb[Z#Okha[o#je#

[ijWXb_i^#jme#i[c_*Wkjedeceki#fhej[YjehWj[i#m[ij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i#WdZ#je#[nfWdZ#_ji#

_d!k[dY[#_d#DZb_X#fhel_dY[+#N[YedZbo)#j^[i[#WhhWd][c[dji#^Wl[#i[Ykh[Z#j^[#Yecc_jc[dj#

e\#W#hWd][#e\#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#]hekfi#je#ef[hWj[#Wi#_hh[]kbWh#\ehY[i#_d#Okha[osi#h[Y[dj#

c_b_jWho#ef[hWj_ed#W]W_dij#j^[#KS?*b[Z#Noh_Wd#FkhZi#[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i+#O^_hZbo)#j^[#

Okha_i^*ikffehj[Z#rWbb_WdY[*e\*Yedl[d_[dY[s#e\#CON*IGA*NI<#_d#DZb_X#beij#]hekdZ#

W\j[h#j^[#h[Y[dj#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[,Mkii_Wd#e\\[di_l[#j^Wj#YWfjkh[Z#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd#WdZ#_j#

h[cW_di#ikiY[fj_Xb[#je#_dj[hdWb#'OWdp_c#CkhhWi#Wb*?_d(#WdZ#[nj[hdWb#'Mkii_Wd*h[]_c[#

e\\[di_l[i(#Z_ihkfj_ed+32#

Dd#ikc)#Okha[osi#l_i_ed#e\#h[ikhh[Yj_d]#j^[#rh[lebkj_edWhos#YWki[#_d#j^[#Noh_Wd#Y_l_b#mWh#\eh#

_ji#emd#X[d["j)#^Wi#X[[d#[\\[Yj_l[bo#[n[Ykj[Z#j^hek]^#]hem_d]#_dij_jkj_edWb_i[Z#Yedjheb#

el[h)#WdZ#fWhjd[hi^_f#m_j^)#W#m_Z[#hWd][#e\#NI<#WdZ#IGA#]hekfi+33#Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#

_d#DZb_X#h[cW_di#b_c_j[Z)#^em[l[h)#Xo#CONsi#^_ijeh_YWb#W\"d_jo#m_j^#<b*LW[ZW)#j^[#]hekfsi#

_dZ[f[dZ[dY[#WdZ#<Xk#Hk^Wcc[Z#Wb*EebWd_si#f[hiedWb_jo+#I[l[hj^[b[ii)#j^_i#Xh_[\#

ik]][iji#j^Wj#Okha[osi#fheno#mWh\Wh[#ijhWj[]o#^Wi#[\\[Yj_l[bo#c[h][Z#WdZ#Y[djhWb_i[Z#

cWdo#Noh_Wd#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#kdZ[h#_ji#emd#l_i_ed#e\#dWj_edWb_ij#DibWc_ij#]el[hdWdY[#

j^Wj#m_bb#[dikh[#bed]*j[hc#Okha_i^#_d!k[dY[#_d#dehj^[hd#Noh_W)#m^_Y^#_i#Ykhh[djbo#X[_d]#

[nfWdZ[Z#[Wij#e\#j^[#@kf^hWj[i#h_l[h+

32# Iej[#j^Wj#j^_i#_i#_d#fWhj#Zk[#je#j^[#WXi[dY[#e\#DhWd*W\"b_Wj[Z#c_b_j_Wi#ed#j^[#XWjjb["[bZ+#NkY^#\ehY[i#^Wl[#

Yedi_ij[djbo#X[[d#X[^_dZ)#eh#_d#\hedj#e\)#ikYY[ii\kb#Noh_Wd#h[]_c[#e\\[di_l[i)#ikY^#Wi#j^[#XWjjb[i#\eh#<b[ffe#

WdZ#LkiW_h+#DhWdsi#Z_i[d]W][c[dj)#m^_Y^#c_]^j#X[#j^[#h[ikbj#e\#_ji#Z[i_h[#je#Wle_Z#Yed!_Yj#m_j^#Okha[o#m^_b[#

_ji#ijWdZe\\#m_j^#j^[#PN#Z[[f[di)#Wbie#[dWXb[Z#Noh_Wd#Whc[Z#effei_j_ed#]hekfi#_d#DZb_X#je#h[]hekf#WdZ#

h[Yel[h#\hec#j^[#<k]kij#/-.6#h[]_c[#e\\[di_l[#j^Wj#YWfjkh[Z#F^Wd#N^[_a^ekd+

33# O^_i#l_i_ed#YWd#X[#jhWY[Z#XWYa#je#j^[#<FKsi#emd#_Z[ebe]_YWb#Z[l[befc[dj#el[h#j^[#fWij#\[m#o[Whi+



Exhibit 53 



2/7/22, 7:05 PM Turkey’s operation in Syria’s Afrin: The key players | Turkey-Syria Border News | Al Jazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/1/22/turkeys-operation-in-syrias-afrin-the-key-players 1/14

6EUR X ;TQKEV#:VQIA -OQDEQ

Turkey’s operation in Syria’s Afrin: The key players

We take a look at key players as Turkey launches operation to push out Kurdish fighters

from Syrian border towns.

,FSEQ ,FQIN" ;TQKEV!R 8QERIDENS /QDOGAN RAID SHE OPEQASION UILL SAQGES 5ANBIJ ?,L 3AWEEQA@

";>!2 $(<,,6( %8(--

'' 3AN '%&)

LIVE



2/7/22, 7:05 PM Turkey’s operation in Syria’s Afrin: The key players | Turkey-Syria Border News | Al Jazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/1/22/turkeys-operation-in-syrias-afrin-the-key-players 2/1414

On Saturday, Turkey launched an operation in the northern Syrian enclave of

Afrin aimed at rooting out armed Kurdish groups, which Ankara considers a

threat to its security.

Turkish ground troops followed a day after, crossing the border into Syria along-

side thousands of Free Syrian Army (FSA) fighters, as part of the so-called

Operation Olive Branch.
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Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had said that the operation in Afrin

would be followed by a push into the northern town of Manbij, which the US-

backed Kurdish forces captured from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant

(ISIL, also known as ISIS) in 2016.

Al Jazeera’s Stefanie Dekker, reporting from the Turkey-Syria border, said dif-

ferent regional players are “trying to carve up different parts of Syria, expanding

their spheres of influence”.

Here are some of the major players in the Afrin operation:

Turkey 
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Turkey has been battling armed Kurdish fighters for decades in the southeastern

part of the country. Among those groups Ankara is fighting is the Kurdistan

Workers Party, or PKK, which had separatist roots, and later pushed for more

autonomy from the Turkish central government.

The violence has left 40,000 thousand civilians, soldiers and armed fighters

dead, costing the country hundreds of billions of dollars. Turkey considers the

PKK a “terrorist organisation”, and sees the armed Syrian Kurdish groups as an

extension of the PKK.

Justifying the military operation, President Erdogan said the PKK and the

Syrian Kurdish group “are all the same”, and changing their names “does not

change the fact that they are terror organisations”. 

Turkey fears the establishment of a Kurdish corridor along its border. Going

into Syrian territory, Turkey says it wants to establish a 30km “safe zone” in

Afrin to prevent such a Kurdish corridor from being established.

Syria

The Syrian government forces have been losing territory to the opposition and

various armed groups, including ISIL, since the beginning of the conflict in

2011. But the Russian intervention in 2015 turned the tide in President Bashar



2/7/22, 7:05 PM Turkey’s operation in Syria’s Afrin: The key players | Turkey-Syria Border News | Al Jazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/1/22/turkeys-operation-in-syrias-afrin-the-key-players 4/14

al-Assad’s favour. At the end of 2016, the Syrian army took Aleppo, one of the

main battlegrounds in the conflict.

The Syrian government forces fought against the opposition fighters in Idlib

province in eastern Syria while its forces continued to battle ISIL in the west.
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By 2018, the forces loyal to President Assad regained most of the Syrian terri-

tory, but the biggest area remaining out of its reach was under the Syrian

Kurdish control in the north of the country.

For days leading to the Turkish operation in Afrin, Damascus warned that

Syrian air defences stood ready to defend against an air attack. But since the op-

eration was launched, Syrian defence has not materialised.

Russia
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INSIDE STORY: What has Russia accomplished in Syria? (25:26)

Russia officially announced intervention in the Syrian conflict in September

2015 to support President Assad. With the Russian air support, the Syrian gov-

ernment has regained most of the territory lost to ISIL, as well as other Syrian

opposition forces.

Russia controls the airspace over Afrin entrusted to it by Damascus, but ahead

of the Turkish operation, it withdrew hundreds of its soldiers deployed near the

city.

Last November, Assad thanked Russian President Vladimir Putin for “saving”

the country. A month later, Putin claimed military victory in the war-torn coun-

try and announced that a “significant part” of the deployed force could return

home. However, Moscow kept its Khmeimim airbase in Syria’s Latakia and a

naval facility in the Mediterranean city of Tartus.

Russia complained earlier in January that the US was trying to split Syria by es-

tablishing a Kurdish-controlled entity in northern Syria.

United States
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INSIDE STORY: How will new front in Syria war affect US-Turkey ties? (25:00)

The US has an estimated 2,000 troops stationed inside Syria, according to the

Pentagon. That does not include classified mission and special forces personnel.

Recently, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Washington, DC intends to

maintain an open-ended presence in Syria, not only to fight ISIL and al-Qaeda,

but also to counter the influence of Iran, one of the strongest allies of the Syrian

government.

Since the conflict began in 2011, the US has sought to remove the leadership in

Damascus by supporting different opposition and rebel groups. That effort,

however, failed. But it was more successful in leading a coalition against ISIL.

The US is allied with Turkey against Syria’s Assad. But it has also aligned itself

with Turkey’s adversaries, the Kurds. Recently, it was revealed that the US was

working to create a border security force in northern Syria consisting of 30,000

mostly Kurdish armed personnel. But Tillerson walked back on that plan, after

igniting outrage in Ankara.
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Most of the American troops are believed to be in Manbij, where the US-allied

Syrian Kurdish armed fighters have a large presence. Turkey has vowed to target

Manbij after Afrin, creating a potential flashpoint between Turkey and the US.

YPG/PYD

The People’s Defense Units is more popularly known by its Kurdish acronym

YPG. It is the armed wing of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), an opposition

political party in Syria. The YPG and its other Syrian Kurdish affiliates control a

swathe of land in northern Syria, and was credited for defending the Kurds from

ISIL and al-Qaeda.

The YPG was also instrumental in retaking of the ISIL stronghold of Raqqa.

Download

In Afrin alone, there are between 8,000 to 10,000 Kurdish fighters, according to

estimates. Kurdish fighters in Manbij also number in the thousands.

Turkey considers both the YPG and its political wing PYD “terrorist groups”

with ties to the banned PKK. The YPG also has a all-female unit known as the

YPJ.

Free Syrian Army (FSA)

First established in 2011, the opposition Syrian armed group FSA, sought to

bring down the government of Syrian President Assad. Its founders were com-
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posed of Syrian military officers who defected from the Syrian Armed Forces.

Since its establishment, it was considered as the best hope for Syrians against

the government in Damascus. But it was also ridden with infighting, and many

of its fighters were suspected of abandoning it in favour of other more extreme

armed groups.

When Turkey joined the Syrian conflict in 2016, an alliance of Turkish-backed

fighters under the Free Syrian Army name was established.

In the latest operation in Afrin, Turkey mobilised thousands of FSA fighters

within Turkey as well as in Syria to fight the Kurdish fighters.
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Syria opposition receives military training
frfrom Turkey ahead of potential battle
against SDF

Free Syrian Army factions in northern Syria are receiving

military training under Turkish army supervision in

preparation for an imminent battle against the Kurdish-

dominated Syrian Democratic Forces.
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ALEPPO — Opposition factions in the Operation Euphrates Shield area in the

Aleppo countryside continue to hold various military training sessions under

the supervision of officers from the Turkish army and the so-called Syrian

National Army, which is affiliated with the Free Syrian Army (FSA), opposition

officials have told Al-Monitor. The program, which began April 7, includes

training on airdrop operations using Turkish army helicopters.

This is the first time FSA fighters have received this type of training.

Director of the politburo for the FSA-affiliated Al-Moaatsem Brigade Mustafa

Sejari told Al-Monitor, “The trainings of the National Army are ongoing, and

preparations for the upcoming battle in the Eastern Euphrates are underway.

The trainings are reaching high levels to ensure the success of operations in

record time. Undoubtedly, previous experience in the Euphrates Shield and

Olive Branch operations will benefit the Eastern Euphrates battles.”

Sejari added, “The trainings are part of the cooperation between the FSA and

the Turkish army in their joint war on terror. FSA fighters receive intensive

training on airdrops and new military tactics. This is the first such training for

FSA fighters. The FSA continues to coordinate and cooperate with the Turkish

army, which is offering special trainings and sessions constantly to teach our

forces more battle expertise.”

Trainings are held at Turkish military bases in the Aleppo countryside and in

training camps affiliated with the factions in the area. FSA-affiliated National

Army leaders said the main aim behind the trainings is to raise fighters’

combat readiness to engage in a joint battle with the Turkish army against the

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in the Eastern Euphrates.

The SDF is a coalition of Arab and Kurdish fighters, with the Kurdish People’s

Protection Units (YPG) being the largest component. Turkey considers the YPG

a terrorist group and an extension of the Kurdistan Workers Party, which the

Turkish army is fighting inside Turkey.

The training also includes lessons in tactics for storming enemy positions. The

2nd Corps, 2nd Regiment — affiliated with the National Army — launched

these training sessions in its camps near al-Bab city on April 15. Before the

training began, 18 Syrian officers who defected from the Syrian regime’s army

at the beginning of the war joined the ranks of the 2nd Regiment to participate

in the trainings by sharing their military and training expertise.

The Ahrar al-Sharqia faction affiliated with the FSA is holding

training sessions on machine guns, mortars, urban warfare and close distance

martial arts, in addition to giving lessons about the geographic nature of the
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Eastern Euphrates and the tactics that should be followed in a battle against

the SDF. The training of Ahrar al-Sharqia began April 15 as part of the

opposition’s efforts to prepare for a possible battle in the Eastern Euphrates, as

per the Turkish Anadolu Agency. A military group graduated from the FSA-

affiliated Al-Sultan Murad Division in Afrin on April 12.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had declared on Dec. 12, 2018, a

military operation in the Eastern Euphrates against the YPG. But the surprising

announcement of US President Donald Trump Dec. 19 to withdraw US troops

from the northeastern Euphrates delayed the operation.

On March 30, Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar opened a joint

operations room near the Syrian-Turkish border in Gaziantep to plan and

implement military operations in the Eastern Euphrates.

Official spokesperson for the National Army Yusuf Hamoud told Al-Monitor,

“The FSA has benefited a lot from direct contact with the Turkish army and

acquired wide-scale technical and military expertise during the two joint

battles — Operation Olive Branch and Operation Euphrates Shield. The FSA

also benefited from the training offered by officers and experts in the Turkish

army to the FSA fighters, including training on several military disciplines like

airdrop and landing operations.”

Hamoud added, “If our battle against the SDF in the Eastern Euphrates is

launched, it will be a wide-scale one and will require various military tactics.

The airdrop and landing operations supply the battlefield with fighters within

enemy lines and transfer equipment and ammunition to deep frontlines that

can only be accessed through helicopters.”

Ali Tamii — a member of the Kurdish Future Movement, which is active in

SDF-controlled areas — undermined the importance of the FSA trainings

before engaging in the upcoming battle in the Eastern Euphrates. He told Al-

Monitor, “The trainings of the Turkish army for FSA factions aim to pressure

the SDF, and they are not as important as a US-Turkish consensus for entry

into the Eastern Euphrates. Without such consensus, there won’t be a wide-

scale confrontation.”

Tamii pointed to ongoing talks between Turkey and the United States over the

fate of the Eastern Euphrates area, saying Ankara will only launch a battle

against the SDF if it gets the green light from Washington. In such case, the

SDF would be abandoned by the United States — its main backer — and would

be forced to retreat, Tamii explained.
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On the topic of whether the SDF will insist on waging a battle against the

Turkish army and the FSA despite a US-Turkish consensus on Turkey’s entry

into the Eastern Euphrates region, Tamii said “the SDF could not wage such

battle without their US and European allies. They will be left alone if a

Turkish-Western consensus on the region is reached. The SDF might wage

limited battles and resistance acts, but only for a short period. The Afrin

experience proved that defense is a lost bet because the two sides [Turkey and

the SDF] do not have equal powers.”

He said Turkey got US approval to launch Operation Olive Branch in 2018

against the YPG in Afrin, and thus the United States had abandoned their

ally — which is why they lost the battle.
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Report of the Independent International Commission of 
Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic*, ****

Summary

Since the start of the conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic, hostilities show little 
sign of abating in several parts of the country with a large number of State and non-State 
actors participating across different theatres of conflict. Multiple, rapidly shifting alliances 
among these parties continue to create volatility and power vacuums that facilitate 
violations of international law. The absence of an effective peace process, coupled with 
the failure of conflicting parties to provide unfettered access to humanitarian actors and 
independent monitors, renders distant the prospect of improving the immediate protection 
environment for civilians. 

The operations by Turkish forces and the Syrian National Army, under the moniker 
Operation Peace Spring, followed the sudden withdrawal of troops of the United States of 
America in early October. The resulting rapid waves of civilians fleeing from the area 
between Ayn Isa and Tall Tamr contributed to an already dire displacement situation for 
many, including children, in areas under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces. 

As battles waged over strategic areas in southern Idlib, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham 
terrorists attempted to tighten their grip over the population. Activists, journalists and 
civilians continue to be unlawfully detained for criticizing the group’s mounting 

interference. Pro-government forces also carried out aerial and ground attacks in southern 
Idlib against terrorist organizations, striking civilian infrastructure, including protected 
objects such asas medical facilities. Access to medical care for the wounded was thus 
undermined, while attacks on women’s and children’s hospitals prevented pregnant 

women and new mothers from receiving medical care. Between May 2019 and early 
January 2020, these attacks caused the displacement of 700,000 civilians.

* Agreement was reached to publish the present report after the standard publication date owing to 
circumstances beyond the submitter’s control.

**** The annexes to the present report are circulated as received, in the language of submission only.
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In government-controlled areas, conditions for return remained largely absent   
with significant barriers in place for civilians to claim their property, including 
expropriation by the Government. In formerly besieged towns and villages where 
“reconciliation” agreements have been imposed, ubiquitous checkpoints created fear 
among the civilian population and restricted freedom of movement and access to basic 
services.  

These circumstances left little respite for those in the Syrian Arab Republic and the 
multitude of violations outlined in the report demonstrate a stark reality for countless 
women, men and children. Gender roles, and the inequalities that underpin them, have 
fuelled and amplified the direct impact of these violations. Women, and in particular those 
belonging to certain religious and ethnic communities, have been adversely affected by 
the conflict.  In camps in areas controlled by Syrian Democratic Forces, foreign children 
with alleged familial links to the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant continued to languish 
in despair, becoming increasingly vulnerable. As many of their countries of origin refuse 
repatriation, thousands of children, many unaccompanied, remain in a legal limbo. 

All warring parties continue to ignore or deny protection, including guarantees of 
sustained and unhindered humanitarian assistance, to vulnerable civilians. Despite appeals 
and recommendations in previous reports for warring parties to take corrective action, the 
calls have largely gone unheeded. 
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I. Mandate and methodology 

1. In the present report, submitted to the Human Rights Council pursuant to its resolution 
40/17, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic 
presents its findings based on investigations conducted from 11 July 2019 to 10 January 
2020.1 The methodology employed by the Commission was based on the best practices of 
Commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions. 

2. The information contained herein is based on 233 interviews conducted in the region 
and from Geneva. The Commission collected, reviewed and analysed satellite imagery, 
photographs, videos and medical records. Communications from Governments and non-
governmental organizations were taken into consideration, as were United Nations reports. 

3. The standard of proof was considered met when the Commission obtained and 
corroborated a reliable body of information sufficient for it to conclude that there were 
reasonable grounds to believe the incidents occurred as described and that violations were 
committed by the identified party.  

4. While the Commission remains open to discussing its findings with the authorities of 
the Syrian Arab Republic, its investigations remain curtailed by the denial of access to the 
country. Protection concerns in relation to interviewees further affected the Commission’s

inquiry. In all cases, the Commission remained guided by the principle of “do no harm”.  

 II. Political and military developments 

5. There were sustained international efforts to revitalize the political process in the 
reporting period. The Secretary-General announced in late September that the Government 
of the Syrian Arab Republic and the opposition’s Syrian Negotiation Commission had agreed

to begin the work of the Constitutional Committee. The Special Envoy of the Secretary-
General for Syria characterized the agreement as a “door opener” to a broader political

process. The Constitutional Committee was officially launched in Geneva and its 45-member 
drafting body met on 4 and 25 November. The second gathering ended without the drafting 
body being convened due to a lack of consensus over the agenda. The pace of developments 
in the Constitutional Committee highlights the challenge of overcoming the lack of trust 
among the negotiating parties, and achieving tangible progress in the implementation of 
Security Council resolution 2254 (2015). 

6. The humanitarian situation worsened in many parts of the country. Against this 
backdrop, on 20 December, the Security Council failed to agree on the renewal of the cross-
border and cross-line aid delivery mechanism. The Russian Federation and China vetoed the 
resolution arguing that it must be adapted to the current situation. The Security Council 
reached, on 10 January, a last-minute agreement to extend the authorization of cross-border 
aid delivery through two, rather than the previous four, border crossings and for only six 
months.2 The failure to reauthorize the Ya‘rubiyah border crossing to Iraq is expected to 
severely affect the entry of humanitarian aid into the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic, 
in particular medical supplies.  

7. In terms of ongoing hostilities, fighting between pro-government forces and armed 
opposition groups, including Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, in Idlib, northern Hama, Ladhiqiyah 
and western Aleppo Governorates intensified. The escalation of violence in the north-west 
continued in July and August when offensives by pro-government forces targeted armed 
opposition groups near the Al-Ghaab plain, Khan Shaykhun, Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man, Saraqib, 
Ariha and Jisr al-Shughur. Following the collapse of a conditional ceasefire on 5 August, 
Syrian army units began a major ground offensive. By 21 August, pro-government forces 
had cut off the M5 motorway, encircled the Turkish observation post in Murak and recaptured 
several towns in northern Hama and southern Idlib.  

1  The Commissioners are Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro (Chair), Karen Koning AbuZayd and Hanny Megally. 
2  See Security Council resolution 2504 (2020). 
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8. The Russian Federation declared that an agreement had been reached for a unilateral 
ceasefire by the Syrian Government on 30 August. Despite the truce, air strikes targeting 
localities in Idlib and Ladhiqiyah persisted throughout September and October. At the 
international level, following an appeal by 10 Security Council members, the Secretary-
General declared the establishment of a board of inquiry to investigate the destruction of, or 
damage to, facilities on the United Nations de-confliction list and facilities supported by the 
United Nations in the north-west of the Syrian Arab Republic since April.  

9. The President of the United States, Donald Trump, announced that, on 27 October, 
the leader of ISIL, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, had been killed during a raid by United States 
special forces in Barisha (Idlib Governorate). Meanwhile, protests against the National 
Salvation Government, which is affiliated to Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, in parts of Idlib 
intensified after the terrorist group further restricted political and civil activity and imposed 
new “taxes”.

10. Attacks on territories held by opposition forces and Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham continued 
in November and December. Airstrikes and shelling peaked in mid-December when pro-
government forces began a major offensive against Ma‘arat al-Nu‘man, Saraqib and 
surrounding rural areas. The campaign enabled the Syrian army to recapture several locations 
in southern Idlib around the M5 motorway. Retaliatory attacks by armed opposition groups 
followed in southern Aleppo and Ladhiqiyah. The ground and air campaigns resulted in 
civilian casualties and massive displacement. Between May 2019 and early January 2020, 
these attacks induced the displacement of 700,000 civilians towards the northern parts of the 
governorate. Areas surrounding Ma‘arat al-Nu‘man and Saraqib were completely 
depopulated.  

11. In the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic, following President Erdogan’s repeated

warnings that Turkey was planning to launch a cross-border offensive against the Kurdish 
People’s Protection Units, the Governments of the United States and Turkey agreed to form 
a joint operations centre and coordinate the establishment of a “safe zone”. Pursuant to the 
agreement, Syrian Democratic Forces and affiliated forces of the Kurdish People’s Protection

Units agreed to destroy their positions and withdraw from border areas. While the 
Government of the United States announced that the “safe zone” agreement would be 
implemented in stages, Turkish authorities expressed dissatisfaction and affirmed that they 
would act if Turkish security interests were not addressed. 

12. Following a telephone call between the Presidents of the United States and Turkey on 
6 October, the White House announced that Turkey would soon be starting an operation in 
the north of the Syrian Arab Republic and that United States forces would withdraw. On 9 
October, President Erdogan declared the launch of Operation Peace Spring by the Turkish 
Armed Forces, together with the Syrian National Army.3 Turkish forces, supported by the 
Syrian National Army, began attacking Kurdish positions in several border towns, including 
Tall Abyad and Ra’s al-Ayn. The launch of Operation Peace Spring and the related 
withdrawal of United States troops had a significant impact on the population with more than 
200,000 people displaced in rapid and uncoordinated evacuations. Ayn-Issa camp, in which 
many women and children with familial links to the Islamic State in Iraq and Levant (ISIL) 
lived, was almost deserted. 

13. In response, the Government of the United States declared that it would continue to 
support Kurdish forces and take action if Turkey took measures that were considered “off-
limits”. The European Union, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel separately called on 
Turkey to halt the operation, while the League of Arab States adopted a resolution 
denouncing Turkey’s campaign.4 The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic called for 
respect of its territory and deployed troops in key towns across the north-east of the country 
after reaching an agreement with the Syrian Democratic Forces.   

14. To contain the escalation of violence in the north-east, on 17 October, Turkey and the 
United States negotiated a ceasefire to allow forces of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units

3  On 4 October representatives of various Syrian armed opposition groups announced their formal 
unification under the umbrella of the Syrian National Army. See A/HRC/42/51, para. 16. 

4  Resolution 8454 was adopted by the League of Arab States on 12 October 2019. 
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to withdraw. The agreement between the United States and Turkey was followed on 22 
October by the signature of a memorandum of understanding between President Putin and 
President Erdogan that enabled Russian military police and Syrian border guards to enter 
Turkish-Syrian border areas and facilitate the removal of elements of the Kurdish People’s

Protection Units.5 The Russian Federation and Turkey also agreed to begin joint monitoring 
patrols in the area. Despite the announcement by the Russian Federation of the complete 
withdrawal of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units, clashes between Turkish forces and 
Kurdish groups, as well as the Syrian army and Turkish-backed forces, continued. On the 
issue of the return of Syrian refugees, President Erdogan presented the Secretary-General 
with a plan for new settlement areas within the 30-km “safe zone”.

15. On 17 December, the United States Senate passed the “Caesar Syria Civilian 
Protection Act” authorizing sanctions against the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic 
and any other individuals who are “responsible for or complicit in human rights abuses

committed against citizens of Syria or their family members”. President Trump signed the 
bill into law on 20 December.   

16. The situation in centre and south of the Syrian Arab Republic remained volatile. 
Throughout the reporting period, ISIL attacks in Dar‘a, Homs and Dayr al-Zawr 
Governorates killed several Syrian soldiers. The terrorist organization regrouped in the east 
of the Syrian Arab Republic and increased attacks against pro-government forces, in 
particular around Mayadin and Albu Kamal. Sporadic clashes between the Syrian army and 
ISIL terrorists were also ongoing around Sukhnah and Tadmur (Homs Governorate) and had 
a significant impact on the security and freedom of movement of civilians. In Dar‘a, 
following protests, the Government issued an amnesty for those arrested after July 2018, in 
an attempt to reduce tensions, however, few releases occurred. In July, August and November,  
air strikes by Israel hit Tal-Haraa in the south of the Syrian Arab Republic, several alleged 
Hizbullah facilities and Iranian and Syrian positions outside Damascus. These developments 
continued to contribute to a highly complex protection situation for civilians across the Syrian 
Arab Republic. 

 III. Resurging violence against civilians 

17. During the period under review, attacks by belligerent parties killed and injured scores 
of Syrian women, men and children. Fierce battles further destabilized the provision of 
services, and deprived countless civilians from accessing medical services and education, as 
well as food and water. As the conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic evolves, it has resulted 
in the active intervention of a number of Member States in support of and in opposition to 
the Government, through both direct actions on the ground, and through the provision of 
logistical, material and financial support to non-State armed groups.6

18. Displacement was most often caused by the failure of warring parties to take all 
feasible precautions to spare the civilian population, or by other unlawful conduct by parties 
that carried out attacks with little regard for civilian life.  

5  The memorandum laid out that, starting 23 October 2019, Russian military police and Syrian border 
guards would enter the Syrian side of the Turkish-Syrian border, outside the area of Operation Peace 
Spring, to facilitate the removal of elements of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units and their 
weapons. 

6  States have an obligation under common article 1 of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 “to respect and

to ensure respect for the present Convention in all circumstances”. As common article 3 of the 
Geneva Conventions is part of each of the four “present” conventions as well, this obligation extends 
as a matter of treaty obligation to the minimum guarantees provided for in common article 3 in 
situations of “armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the territory of one of the 
High Contracting Parties”. See conference room paper “Human rights abuses and international 
humanitarian law violations in the Syrian Arab Republic, 21 July 2016–28 February 2017 
(A/HRC/34/CRP.3, paras. 99–103). Available from 
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx.   
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A. Idlib, northern Hama and western Aleppo 

Pro-government forces 

19. Idlib Governorate, where approximately three million Syrian civilians subsist with 
limited access to basic services, witnessed renewed outbreaks of brutal violence. At least half 
of these civilians had already fled attacks or been forcibly displaced through “reconciliation

agreements”,7 while 700,000 of them were displaced between May and early January. 

20. Though the announcement of a unilateral ceasefire on 31 August ended a four-month 
long offensive throughout the “demilitarized zone”,8 violence intensified from November 
into early January. Attacks carried out by pro-government forces targeted civilian 
infrastructure, including specially protected objects. As a result, civilian areas were rendered 
uninhabitable, in particular towns such as Khan Shaykhun and Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man, in an 
apparent effort to accelerate capture of strategic motorways from Aleppo to Hama and 
Ladhiqiyah.   

21. The Commission verified unlawful attacks in Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man, Marat al-Harma, 
Janudiyah village (Jisr al-Shughur), a medical point located near Al-Khasra, and Al-Bara. 
The findings that follow are examples of attacks by pro-government forces.  

22. Attacks affecting crowded marketplaces continued.9 For example, on 22 July, between 
8 a.m. and 8.30 a.m., a series of air strikes hit the main market as well as surrounding houses 
in a densely populated area in Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man. The air strikes killed more than 43 
civilians, including 3 girls and 1 boy, and injured at least 109, including 18 children and 15 
women. At least 2 four-storey residential buildings and 25 shops were destroyed. Al-Quza'iz 
School, located some 700 m from the market, was also damaged. Witnesses recounted that 
there were no military objectives in the vicinity of the market.   

23. Civilians and rescuers rushed to the market after the attack. Within minutes, however, 
at around 8.35 a.m., a “double-tap” air strike hit the same area, killing scores of civilians, 
including a member of the rescue team. Medical staff described how victims had been 
brought to a nearby hospital with missing limbs, while others had arrived in various stages 
of disfigurement. The Russian Ministry of Defence denied that their aircraft had been present 
in the area on 22 July.10

24. On 16 August, between 7.15 and 7.30 p.m., air strikes struck a compound for displaced 
civilians located approximately 2 km from Haas. The compound was situated in a rural area, 
surrounded by agricultural fields, between Kafr Roma and Haas in southern Idlib, with 
interviewees recalling that no military objectives were nearby. The attack killed 20 people, 
including 8 women, one of whom was pregnant, and 6 children, and injured at least 40 others. 
The air strike caused substantial damage to the area, including to an adjacent square 
surrounded by commercial vendors. At least two residential buildings and a food storage 
room were destroyed, while the school and the camp medical centre were damaged.  

25. Based on the evidence available, including witness testimonies, video footage, data 
imagery as well as reports by flight spotters, flight communication intercepts and early 
warning observation reports, the Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that a 
Russian aircraft participated in each incident described above. In both incidents, the Russian 
Air Force did not direct the attacks at a specific military objective, amounting to the war 
crime of launching indiscriminate attacks in civilian areas (see annex II for a detailed 
description of the attacks).11

26. As violence escalated, and pro-government forces consolidated power over strategic 
areas in southern Idlib, civilians fled en masse, leaving Khan Shaykhun, Kafr Nubl and –

7  On oaths of loyalty and reconciliation, see also A/HRC/36/55, paras. 20–22. 
8  A/HRC/40/70, paras. 14–15. 
9 A/HRC/28/69, annex II, paras. 2–8; A/HRC/30/48, paras. 34–35; and A/HRC/31/68, para. 77. 

10  See http://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12243385@egNews.
11  See Jean-Marie Henckaerts and Louise Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law M

Volume I: Rules (Geneva, International Committee of the Red Cross; Cambridge, United Kingdom, 
Cambridge University Press, 2005),  rule 156. 
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later in December – Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man and Khan al-Soubul almost completely depopulated. 
Schools in Janudiyah village in Jisr al-Shughur became shelters for at least 6,500 civilians 
fleeing areas retaken by pro-government forces. On 20 November, 16 civilians, including 11 
children, were killed and 30 were injured when pro-government forces launched a surface-
to-surface missile attack consisting of cluster munitions that struck a camp for displaced 
persons adjacent to Qah village, near the Turkish border. The use of cluster munitions in 
densely populated camps for displaced civilians constitutes the war crime of indiscriminate 
attacks in a civilian populated area (see annex II for a detailed description of other attacks). 

27. From 15 December onwards, as pro-government forces increased aerial offensives, 
residents around Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man town began fleeing in anticipation of attacks. Residents 
described departing at night, using the M5 motorway, with their vehicle lights off, to 
minimize the risk of being attacked.  By 1 January, at least 300,000 people had fled their 
homes, adding to approximately 400,000 civilians previously displaced from southern Idlib 
between May and August.    

28. Four medical facilities were damaged in the span of three days, between 4 and 6 
November, in Jisr al-Shughur, Kafr Nubl and Ariha in southern Idlib. On 6 November, at 
around 1.30 a.m., pro-government forces carried out two air strikes that struck the Ikhlas 
maternity and paediatric hospital in Shinan, south of Ariha, rendering the facility non-
functional. Later that day, at around 4.15 p.m., a series of air strikes conducted by pro-
Government forces struck a surgical “cave” hospital in Kafr Nubl, damaging the western 
entrance and vital medical equipment.  

29. In attacking medical facilities, pro-government forces repeatedly committed the war 
crime of deliberately attacking protected objects and intentionally attacking medical 
personnel. In attacking hospitals, medical units and health-care personnel, pro-government 
forces violated binding international humanitarian law to care for the sick and wounded, and 
committed the war crime of attacking protected objects. 

30. The foregoing incidents follow a pattern of attacks against hospitals (including, most 
recently, between March and May 2019),12 which strongly suggests that pro-government 
forces systematically targeted medical facilities. Government officials repeatedly stated that 
their aim was to remove terrorist elements, including Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, from the area. 
The means and methods of warfare, however, were deployed in a way that decimated 
segments of civilian infrastructure throughout southern Idlib, and may suggest that pro-
government forces also targeted the civilian population. During the period under review, 
repeated attacks further rendered the area completely uninhabitable, eroding the military and 
fragile political control of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham.   

31. In parts of southern Idlib, including Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man, pro-government forces 
persistently shelled civilian infrastructure in the de-escalation zone, leaving civilians with no 
choice but to flee. As such, there are reasonable grounds to believe that pro-government 
forces intended to terrorize civilians,13 in an effort to depopulate the zone and accelerate its 
capture. 

*6KN6G 46=E>E 6@-Sham14

12   A/HRC/42/51, paras. 45–46 and para. 52, footnote 16. See also annex II.  
13   International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of 

International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991, 
1ECF:8HGCE I! 3G6B>F@6I )6@>S, Case No. IT-98-29-A, Judgment, 30 November 2006, at paras. 99–109. 

14  The Commission continues to regard the group as a terrorist entity, as designated by the Security 
Council in its resolution 2170 (2014) and subsequent entries on its sanctions lists (available from 
https://scsanctions.un.org/consolidated/). Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham currently comprises Jabhat Fatah al-
Sham (also known as Jabhat al-Nusrah and previously as the Al-Nusrah Front), Ansar al-Sham and 
Ajnad al-Sham, among others. 
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32. Armed groups, including Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham,15 escalated attacks on government-
controlled areas causing scores of civilian casualties. 16 On 21 November, armed groups 
launched a rocket attack on several neighbourhoods in Aleppo, including Salah al-Din that 
killed 7 civilians and injured 29 others.  

33. Alongside attacks by warring parties, the civilian population in restive areas across 
Idlib Governorate continued to suffer as Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham terrorists attempted to tighten 
their grip. In an effort to subjugate populations, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham increasingly took over 
activities aimed at regulating access to services during the reporting period. The presence of 
Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham impacted residents’ access to health and education, and also resulted

in the withdrawal of humanitarian actors. In Kafr Takharim, where approximately 40,000 
people lived, attempts by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham to consolidate power resulted in an increase 
in the prices of basic commodities, such as bread and fuel. When Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham 
imposed a “tax” on olive oil production in the town, protests erupted and progressively spread

to other areas that historically had a strong civil society presence, including Saraqib, Salqin, 
Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man, and Atarib. 

34. In response, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham fighters launched a rocket attack on Kafr 
Takharim and in the morning of 7 November they shot at fighters and civilians while entering 
the town.  Some 30 men dressed in military clothing with covered faces stormed a three-
storey building where approximately 100 civilians were hiding in the basement, resulting in 
the death of at least 3 individuals and injuring 10 others, including a 16-year-old boy. 
Members of the group also prevented injured civilians from leaving and shot at an ambulance 
transporting the wounded.   

35. Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham terrorists continued to recruit and use children to participate in 
hostilities,17 targeting primarily young boys who had missed years of schooling as guards or 
checkpoint personnel in Idlib Governorate. Owing to existing gender norms, boys have also 
been expected to take on the role of breadwinner, especially within female-headed 
households, and have subsequently joined Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham to ensure income for their 
families. A 16-year-old boy in Sarmada joined the terrorist group and participated in 
hostilities in order to support his siblings after the death of his father. One interviewee 
described how children underwent religious and military training prior to participating in 
hostilities.  

36. Following an air strike conducted by international coalition forces on 31 August 
targeting one Al-Qaida facility located north of Idlib,18 young males were observed among 
the victims, including boys aged between 12 and 13, who were dressed in military clothing. 
The children were reportedly being recruited and subjected to religious training by members 
of Ansar al-Tawhid. 

37. Individuals expressing dissent or openly criticizing the presence of Hay’at Tahrir al-
Sham, such as activists and media workers, continued to be subjected to persecution. At least 
six activists were detained between August and September, including one photographer who 
filmed members of the terrorist group and later released a video reportedly exposing 
corruption.  

38. During the period under review, journalists reported that Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham 
maintained a list of names and pictures of activists on the basis of which the group detained 
individuals who had expressed dissent or disagreement. When civilians gathered to protest 
against Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham in Bab al-Hawa in November, members of the group took 
photographs of demonstrators to identify them later at checkpoints. In another case, one 
activist reported receiving a written warning asking him to report to a “security office” linked

to the Ouqab prison run by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham in Idlib. The warning did not state the 

15  Protection concerns prevent the Commission from disclosing certain information in this paragraph, 
such as place names, that could potentially be used to identify individual sources. In all cases, the 
Commission remained guided by the “do no harm” principle.

16  See S/2019/922 and S/2019/987.  
17  See Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, rule 137.  
18  See www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/STATEMENTS/Statements-View/Article/1949406/statement-from-

us-central-command-on-us-forces-strike-against-al-qaida-in-syria.
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reason for his summons, though he considered it related to his journalism. Members of Hay’at

Tahrir al-Sham threatened another journalist in relation to information she had published 
online, which criticized the provision of services and other issues in Idlib for which she 
believed the group bore responsibility. At least one activist was subjected to extrajudicial 
executions in Ouqab prison, amounting to the war crime of passing sentences and carrying 
out executions without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court.19

B. Afrin and adjacent areas20

39. Cases of detentions, killings, beatings and abductions, in addition to widespread 
looting and appropriation of civilian homes, by a variety of armed groups operating under 
the umbrella of the Syrian National Army have been documented, in a consistent, discernible 

pattern previously documented in Afrin.21 While some of those acts, such as abductions, 
property looting and detentions, suggested financial motivation, the reported incidents 
primarily affected Kurdish residents in Afrin and adjacent areas.   

40. Victims of abduction and detention were predominately male and of Kurdish origin. 

Certain Kurdish residents were abducted several times. While deprived of their liberty, 
individuals were subjected to torture and ill-treatment, with little access to food, in poor 
hygienic conditions.  

41. Beyond these violations, large-scale property confiscation and looting of properties 
have been widely reported. Syrian National Army fighters have placed family members in 

some of the homes of Kurdish owners who fled the area and provided “rental contracts” to

newly accommodated individuals. In other cases, Syrian National Army fighters went to 
civilians’ houses and requested property deeds from Kurdish owners who had stayed. On

occasions, returnees were left with no other option but to share their homes with family 
members of Syrian National Army fighters who had moved into their residences. When 
civilians complained to senior members of the Syrian National Army to reclaim their 
property, they were met by threats and violence. The magnitude of property confiscation 
prompted the establishment of a complaint mechanism within the structures of the Syrian 

National Army, although residents indicated that it was largely ineffective.  

42. By perpetrating acts of looting and property appropriation, armed groups under the 
umbrella of the Syrian National Army committed the war crime of pillaging and further 

violated the right to enjoyment of possessions and property.22 Moreover, the Commission 
finds that there are reasonable grounds to believe that members of armed groups under the 
umbrella of the Syrian National Army committed the war crimes of hostage-taking, cruel 
treatment, ill-treatment and torture.23

43. In addition, local residents consistently described numerous security threats, which 

were likely committed by groups opposing the Syrian National Army, including shooting 
incidents, car bomb explosions and other attacks using improvised explosive devices that led 
to civilian casualties. In one such attack, on 16 December, a car bomb exploded in the Suq 

al-Hal, killing at least 8 people and injuring 12 more.   

44. In addition, Tall Rif‘at, which is in neighbouring I‘zaz District and under the control 
of the Syrian Democratic Forces, experiences regular shelling. In a shelling incident, 

allegedly originating from Jariz near I‘zaz City, that occurred in the early afternoon on 2 

19  Common article 3 of the Geneva Conventions.  
20  Protection concerns prevent the Commission from disclosing certain information in this section, such 

as place names, that could potentially be used to identify individual sources. In all cases, the 
Commission remained guided by the “do no harm” principle.

21  A/HRC/42/51, para. 55–58.   
22  See, for example, International Criminal Court, Prosecutor v. Germain Katanga, Case No. ICC-

01/04-01/07, Judgment, 7 March 2014, paras. 925–957; see also Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, art. 17. 

23  See Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, rule 156. 
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December, 10 civilians were killed, including 2 children, and 12 more suffered injuries. The 
affected civilians had previously been displaced from the Afrin area.  

C. North-east of the Syrian Arab Republic 

 Operation Peace Spring 

45. Since 2015, the Syrian Democratic Forces have been in control of large portions of 
the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic. Turkish armed forces, supported by the Syrian 
National Army, commenced Operation Peace Spring24 on 9 October with the launch of air 
strikes and artillery shelling on Syrian border towns, including Ayn al-Arab (Kobane), Tall 
Abyad, Ra’s al-Ayn and Qamishli. The ground advance commenced on 10 October.  

46. By 21 November, Turkey secured territory that they referred to as a “safe zone”, which

consisted of an area stretching between Tall Abyad and Ra’s al-Ayn. While major air strikes 
and artillery shelling scaled down significantly in late November, the area experienced 
frequent attacks, including sporadic artillery shelling, ground skirmishes, car bombs and the 
use of other improvised explosive devices. 

47. In carrying out aerial attacks, the Turkish air force employed aircraft, including 
drones, and precise munitions. The Syrian National Army, financially and logistically 
supported by Turkish forces, formed part of the ground forces and were lightly armed, 
although some units deployed tanks, light personnel carriers and several types of artillery.  

48. The launch of Operation Peace Spring triggered mass waves of displacement. More 
than 100,000 people had fled by 11 October. This number rose to more than 175,000 
displaced individuals by 22 October, including approximately 80,000 children. More than 
10,000 civilians fled across the border to Iraq. By mid-October, as hostilities intensified, 
international humanitarian organizations reduced their presence on the ground, which further 
compromised civilians’ access to services.

49. Most casualties were inflicted in the early days of the offensive, including in areas 
outside of the territory eventually controlled by Operation Peace Spring forces. On 10 
October in Qamishli, in the neighbourhood of Qadour Beck, at around 4.30 p.m., a mortar hit 
a civilian house resulting in the death of a boy and seriously injuring one girl aged 8 and one 
boy aged 11. The children were playing outside when the attack took place. The attack also 
killed an elderly woman who was passing by at the time of the incident. Witnesses described 
the Qadour Beck neighbourhood as a civilian area, with no military objectives located nearby. 
Witnesses reported that shells had been launched from the Nseibin area of Turkey, adjacent 
to Qamishli. 

50. Objects necessary for the survival of the civilian population were affected several 
times by the hostilities. On 9 October, at around 4 p.m., witnesses reported that an artillery 
strike had hit the area of Aluk water station. The strike destroyed electricity cables and, as a 
result, water pumping came to a halt and the water supply for 460,000 people was cut off. 
The area was hit again by ground shelling the following day, damaging the administrative 
building of the water station. On 17 October, water repair workers attempted to conduct 
repairs, but were allegedly abducted by armed group fighters from Ahrar al-Sharqiyah 
(Brigade 123) though later released. It was not until more than a month later, on 13 
November, that the water supply was restored following negotiations by humanitarian actors. 

24  President Erdogan posted on Twitter “The Turkish Armed Forces, together with the Syrian National 
Army, just launched Operation Peace Spring …. Our mission is to prevent the creation of a terror

corridor across our southern border, and to bring peace to the area.” See 
www.tccb.gov.tr/en/news/542/111024/-the-turkish-armed-forces-together-with-the-syrian-national-
army-just-launched-operation-peace-spring-. Further on, President Erdogan stated the aim was to 
create a “safe zone”, stretching some 30 km into the Syrian Arab Republic, in which refugees 
currently living in Turkey could be resettled. The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic has 
condemned Turkey’s operation, referring to it as an act of aggression and characterizing it as a 
flagrant violation of international law and a blatant violation of Security Council resolutions 
(S/2019/806). 
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51. On 12 October at 6.50 a.m., an ordinance hit a temporary medical point located within 
a school in Salihiyah, which is between Ra’s al-Ayn and Tall Tamr. The noise of an aircraft 
was heard shortly before the medical point was hit. The attack damaged the building and 
destroyed a nearby car.  

52. In another incident on 12 October, a convoy consisting of between 70 and 80 vehicles, 
and including up to 400 people, was travelling from Tall Tamr to Ra’s al-Ayn. The convoy 
consisted of private vehicles, mainly minivans and cars, and included journalists and families 
with children. Interviewees characterized the convoy as civilian in nature, with the purpose 
of demonstrating “against the Turkish aggression” and showing solidarity. While about a 
dozen of the participants were carrying rifles, numerous interviewees confirmed that neither 
military vehicles, heavy weapons nor ammunition were transported by the convoy. At around 
3.30 p.m., the convoy was hit by an air strike, targeting the first vehicle, in the centre of Ra’s

al-Ayn, near the Great Mosque. As a result, 11 people were killed and 74 injured, including 
19 women.  

53. The Turkish authorities have either denied involvement in or indicated that they have 
no record of these incidents (paras. 50–52). The Commission continues to investigate these 
incidents, and calls on the Turkish authorities to launch its own investigations and make the 
findings public. 

54. Beyond active hostilities, civilians in and around Ra’s al-Ayn and Tall Abyad were 
subjected to myriad violations of human rights and international humanitarian law by Syrian 
National Army fighters consistent with the pattern documented in the Afrin District (see 
paras. 39-41). These violations instilled fear among Kurdish residents and caused further 
displacement. Aware of the scale of violations in Afrin, many fled their homes. Anticipating 
attacks on their community, Yazidi women, men and children, who populated some 13 
villages across Ra’s al-Ayn District, also left. Videos published on the Internet, purportedly 
by Syrian National Army fighters, used language comparing their “enemies” to “infidels”, 
“atheists” and “pigs” when referring to civilians, detainees and property, which further

amplified fears and created an environment conducive to abuse.25

55. During Operation Peace Spring, the Minister of Defence of Turkey announced that 
4,219 km2 and 600 settlements were taken under control and checkpoints established on the 
M4 motorway. 26 Interviewees reported that checkpoints within the “safe zone” were

controlled by Turkish officers and staffed with Syrian National Army fighters.  

56. Civilians in and around Ra’s al-Ayn and Tall Abyad reported numerous cases of 
looting and property appropriation by members of the Syrian National Army, primarily 
affecting Kurdish residents and, on occasions, Yazidi owners who had fled in October. 
Schools and businesses, such as bakeries, were also looted or expropriated, along with land 
for making olive oil, agricultural tools and vehicles.  

57. Male Kurdish residents from Ra’s al-Ayn and adjacent areas in particular feared 
returning. However, some Kurdish women were able to access their properties during day 
trips to gather their belongings. When attempting to return to their properties, individuals 
found that locks had been changed or Syrian National Army fighters had occupied their 
homes. This prevented potential returns and further facilitated the transfer of families and 
communities supported by Syrian National Army fighters to the private residences of 
displaced persons.    

58. In the early hours of 12 October, Hevrin Khalaf, Secretary-General of the Future Party 
of Syria, was travelling with her driver in a black vehicle from Qamishli on the M4 motorway. 
At around 7 a.m., between Suluk and Tall Tamr, members of Ahrar Al-Sharqiyah (Brigade 

25  See https://observers.france24.com/en/20191021-syria-turkey-militia-ahrar-sharqiya-investigation-
abuses. The Commission is unable to verify the authenticity of the footage. 

26  See the statement by the Minister of National Defence of Turkey, on 21 November 2019, to the 
Parliamentary Budget Committee. Available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8h9-5AEzZQ. 
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123) of the Syrian National Army executed Hevrin Khalaf together with her driver, after 
dragging her out by her hair and mutilating her body.27

59. In conducting the aforementioned acts, the Commission finds that there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that Syrian National Army fighters perpetrated the war crime of murder 
and repeatedly committed the war crime of pillaging, further seriously contravening the right 
to enjoyment of possessions and property. If any armed group members were shown to be 
acting under the effective command and control of Turkish forces, these violations may entail 
criminal responsibility for such commanders who knew or should have known about the 
crimes, or failed to take all necessary and reasonable measures to prevent or repress their 
commission.28

Areas under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces 

60. Since the final battles over the last remaining ISIL areas south of Hajin, individuals 
with perceived links to the group have been either transported to displacement camps or 
transferred to detention facilities scattered in areas controlled by the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. As many of their countries of origin initially refused to repatriate them, most families 
of foreign ISIL fighters, including children, are being held in a legal limbo, in squalid living 
conditions and with meagre prospects to return.  

61. In Hawl camp, women and children with familial links to ISIL suffered discrimination 
on the basis of their perceived affiliation with the group, in violation of international 
humanitarian law.29 As interned women and children are believed to pose a security threat,30

they face restrictions on their movements and are reliant on the Syrian Democratic Forces to 
facilitate their access to medical facilities. Interviewees described that, on occasion, access 
to medical care was denied by guards, or they were not allowed to accompany children to 
hospitals in Hasakah or Qamishli. Instances of harassment, verbal abuse and looting31 of the 
tents of family members of ISIL fighters by camp guards have also been documented.  

62. Compounding the dire living conditions, prevailing insecurity and violence increased, 
further weakening the most vulnerable segments of the encamped population. Inside the 
annexed section of Hawl camp, ISIL sympathizers have established a female morality police 
to monitor adherence to dress codes and enforce punishments on women perceived to be 
“infidels”. In September, at least two women were stabbed to death following a decision by 
a makeshift “sharia court” set up by militant women. At least one Syrian Democratic Forces 
guard was stabbed inside the annexed section.    

63. As Operation Peace Spring progressed in October (see paras. 45–52), fear spread 
among the population in Hawl and Ayn Isa camps. Interviewees recalled that the number of 
guards at Hawl camp had been reduced significantly, resulting in sporadic outbreaks of 
violence affecting the annexed section in particular. As instability increased, the only medical 
clinic servicing the annexed section was closed, depriving thousands of women and children 
of medical care. Hostilities further affected Ayn Isa camp, where 249 women and 700 
children with family links to ISIL were held. While some of the encamped residents escaped 
and others were transferred to Mahmudi camp in Raqqah Governorate, some of the women 
appear to have been apprehended by armed groups. 

64. Approximately 11,000 male individuals, including 1,000 foreigners from 50 different 
countries, remain detained in detention sites run by the Syrian Democratic Forces. Men and 
boys as young as 9 years of age were being held in squalid conditions without adequate access 
to food or water; they were visibly ill and had untreated conflict-related injuries. Detainees 

27  In meetings with the Commission, the leadership of the Syrian National Army indicated that 
individuals had been arrested in connection with this incident. 

28  Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, art. 28. See also Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, 
Customary International Humanitarian Law, rule 153. 

29  See Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, rules 88 and 118. 
30  A/HRC/37/72, annex III, paras. 12–18. 
31  See Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, rule 122. 
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have limited access to the outside world, with many still unaware of the whereabouts of their 
family members following the battles for control of Baghuz. 

65. Elsewhere in areas under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces, civilians, 
including children, suffered violations of their rights. Notwithstanding the signing of an 
action plan between the Syrian Democratic Forces and the United Nations to end and prevent 
the recruitment and use of children under the age of 18 in June 2019, children aged 16 and 
17 continued to be recruited by the Kurdish People’s Protection Units throughout the reported 
period, with multiple accounts emanating from Aleppo Governorate.32

66. The Syrian Democratic Forces also caused civilian deaths and injuries in other 
documented events. On 10 August, a 3-year-old child was shot in the back at a checkpoint as 
his father was parking his car in accordance with the instructions of members of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces. When a crowd came to protest the killing, members of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces opened fire and one civilian was injured by bullets in the back and leg. In 
Tabaqah, on 16 August, members of the Syrian Democratic Forces forced their way into the 
house of a doctor. The doctor was taken away and his spouse was physically assaulted. 

IV. Government-held areas 

67. Living conditions remained dire in areas retaken by the Government, with residents, 
particularly in eastern Ghutah (Rif Dimashq), experiencing limited access to basic services 
and meagre progress on reconstruction. Where electricity is available, it is prohibitively 
expensive and often rationed. In Duma, electricity is only available on the main street, while 
water supplies in eastern Ghutah are unpotable. The movement of construction materials and 
furniture has also been heavily restricted, in particular between Duma and Misraba, further 
hampering efforts to rebuild homes. While some schools have reopened, the marginalization 
of qualified teachers with perceived affiliations to schooling systems that were in place under 
armed groups has affected the quality of education.  

68. Civilians in areas retaken by the Government suffered from a general absence of the 
rule of law. Arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances 33  and detentions continued to be 
commonplace throughout areas such as Dar‘a, Duma and eastern Ghutah. During the period 
under review, large numbers of adult men were also detained purportedly for conscription. 
In Duma, a group of students travelling on 20 October to university to take examinations was 
stopped at a checkpoint staffed by officials from the General Security Directorate. 
Notwithstanding their status as students, the officers took 15 young men away, as their 
exemption from mandatory military service was deemed invalid.34

69. The Government has also used the arrest and detention of family members to exert 
pressure during negotiations or to supress political participation. Relatives of members of the 
Constitution Committee were detained and interrogated.35 In the lead up to the convening of 
the forum at the end of October, security services implied that the treatment of relatives in 
the Syrian Arab Republic was contingent upon conduct during discussions. Women have also 
been threatened by the State security apparatus to prevent them from taking part in other civil 
society initiatives.  

70. The use of “security reports” allegedly submitted by civilians as the basis of detention

by the security apparatus was a concerning trend. People in eastern Ghutah, as well as other 
areas under Government control, reported living in constant fear of arrest due to 

32  As of the date of submission of the present report, no response had been received from the Syrian 
Democratic Forces regarding these incidents. 

33  The Commission has already documented a pattern of enforced disappearances. Relatives continue to 
pay large sums of money to intermediaries and individuals representing the State for information on 
the whereabouts of disappeared persons. See, for example, the conference room paper “Out of sight, 
out of mind: deaths in detention in the Syrian Arab Republic” (A/HRC/31/CRP.1). Available from 
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx.  

34  See Legislative Decree No. 30 of 2007, art. 10 (A). 
35  Protection concerns prevent the Commission from providing additional details. 
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denouncements through reports by other members of the community. Interviewees reported 
that denouncements were often used to settle unsubstantiated and unrelated interpersonal 
grievances. In July, a man fled abroad from a town in Dar‘a Governorate following a request 
to go to the Military Intelligence Directorate, after he received information that a “security

report” had been made that accused him of storing medicine for armed groups.  

71. Notwithstanding the ongoing arrests and detentions by government forces, in addition 
to the scores of individuals already deprived of their liberty, a number of “amnesties” were 
issued in the reporting period by the Government.36 However, releases mostly took place in 
Dar‘a Governorate and amounted to few hundred people who had been held for relatively 
minor offences.  

72. The plethora of actors involved, combined with competing approaches to 
“reconciliation” in certain areas, such as eastern Ghutah, Qunaytirah or Dar‘a, contributed to 
a fragile security situation. The commitments made when government forces imposed a 
“reconciliation” process on previously besieged areas, including fulfilling promises of

releasing those that had been arrested and detained, recognizing educational certificates and 
reinstating teachers, remained largely unfulfilled. Civilians in retaken areas indicated that the 
lack of respect for the “reconciliation” processes and agreements was a significant factor of 
current fear and tension among the population.  

73. A network of checkpoints remained across “reconciled areas”, including in Dar‘a37

and eastern Ghutah, 38 in contravention of the assurances made during “reconciliation

processes”. This has severely restricted the freedom of movement of the civilian population,

primarily affecting adult men who feared apprehension and forced conscription. Recently, 
the use of rapidly deployed ad hoc checkpoints in Duma, has instilled additional fear among 
the population. 

74. The ubiquitous checkpoints have further enabled members of the security services to 
extort residents. One interviewee told the Commission that “even if you are not wanted, you

are at risk of being taken at checkpoints. If you need to move, you always need to consider 
taking some money with you to bribe officials.” These restrictions impeded civilians’ access

to basic services, including health care and education, and confined those lacking financial 
resources to their homes. In Duma City, authorizations are required in order to enter and exit. 
Without such authorizations, residents reported having to pay large bribes at checkpoints to 
gain access to hospitals to treat their medical conditions.  

75. The right to adequate housing and shelter continued to be widely violated in the Syrian 
Arab Republic. A lack of clear procedures regarding reclaiming property, and a complex 
system of overlapping system of laws, created significant barriers to return. Housing land 
and property frameworks were used to punish individuals broadly perceived to be associated 
with opposition groups, including activists, who documented violations by government 
forces.39

76. Interviewees outlined the cumbersome administrative burden upon those wishing to 
return to their places of origin. Individuals wishing to claim their property in Bayadah, Homs 
Governorate, were required to present proof of ownership to the Office of the Governorate 
and then approach the Criminal Security Branch to clear their records. Once cleared, they 
were required go to the local police. Many people who applied to return were not cleared and 
the reasons for denial were not specified nor provided in writing, preventing them from 
challenging the decision.  

77. The payment of utility charges further complicated return. In eastern Ghutah, Hulah, 
Rif Homs and Homs City, those wishing to return to their houses were required to pay utility 
charges for the entire period of the conflict, including times during which the services were 

36  For example, Decree No. 20 of 15 September 2019. 
37  Interviewees informed the Commission that the north-west of Dar’a was under the control of State

security, the north under the control of political security. 
38  Interviewees informed the commission that Duma was under the control of State security, Misraba 

and Harasta under the control of the Fourth Division of the Syrian Arab Army, and Irbin, Bayt Siwa, 
Hammurah and Kafr Batna controlled by Military Security. 

39  A/HRC/40/70, paras. 80–82. 
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not in place or the individual did not benefit from such utilities. This placed a prohibitively 
expensive burden upon civilians.  

78. In areas such as Qusayr, Dar‘a and Darayya, certain segments of the civilian 
population were compelled by pro-government forces to sell their property at greatly reduced 
prices. Moreover, interviewees described that notices were put on houses stating that within 
a month of the notice the claimant must appear before the cadastral office to file a claim. 
However, the owners of the properties were often barred from entering the city within the 
time period. In areas such as Qusayr, displaced persons returned to their homes and found 
their houses being occupied by relatives of members of the security forces or armed groups.  

79. In areas such as Qadam, as well as in parts of Qabun, Damascus, displaced residents 
were prevented by government officials from returning to their properties and visiting their 
houses to inspect damages. If they were allowed, it was only for a few hours. Other residents 
were informed by government officials that any permanent return to their homes, or 
reconstruction of privately owned houses, was prohibited.  

80. Under the principles on housing and property restitution for refugees and displaced 
persons, refugees and internally displaced persons should be protected from discriminatory 
housing, land and restitution laws.40 By imposing arbitrary restrictions on movements and 
denying freedom of movement, in addition to unlawfully depriving individuals of their 
property in previously besieged areas, including eastern Ghutah, government forces may 
have committed the war crime of collective punishment.41

 V. Impact of the ongoing conflict 

81.   As violence has engulfed life in the Syrian Arab Republic, civilians have fled their 
homes in desperation searching for safe heavens. Often, individuals suffer on the basis of 
multiple aspects of their identity, including their gender, age or ethnicity. Displacement 
fragments communities and causes family separation, thus magnifying the impact of 
civilians’ suffering and shaping negative experiences differently. 

82. Violence directed at the civilian population may particularly affect civilian women, 
including those of particular ethnicities. It can also have devastating consequences for older 
people, especially when access to basic services remains severely curtailed. Women and 
children with physical and intellectual disabilities are adversely affected by the conflict, in 
particular when compelled to relocate to displacement camps where health care is largely 
absent.  

A. Internally displaced persons 

83. At the time of writing, displaced women, men and children remain scattered, including 
hundreds of thousands living in overcrowded makeshift camps that dot the Syrian border, 
with limited access to food, water, health care and medicine. Elsewhere, displaced civilians 
remain reliant on already overstretched humanitarian assistance which, if interrupted, will 
put their lives at risk.  Approximately 6.1 million civilians are displaced in the Syrian Arab 
Republic, while 5.6 million are registered as refugees outside the country. 

Northern Idlib  

84. Battles waged by pro-government forces caused civilians to flee their homes in fear 
and desperation. Thousands of Syrian women, men and children were forced to relocate to 
overcrowded makeshift camps further north, straining already overstretched humanitarian 
resources. Due to overcrowding, many were compelled to subsist under olive trees, with 

40  See principles on housing and property restitution for refugees and displaced persons, principles 18–

19. 
41  Special Court for Sierra Leone, Prosecutor v. Fofana and Kondewa, Case No. SCSL-04-14-A, 

Judgment, 28 May 2008, para. 224. See also Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International 
Humanitarian Law, rule 103. 
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marginal access to humanitarian assistance and limited access to basic services. Others 
sought refuge in schools or mosques in Ariha or Saraqib, where access to food, water and 
health care remained severely curtailed.  

Rukban camp  

85. Conditions in Rukban camp continued to deteriorate and children died of preventable 
causes. Humanitarian actors had limited access or means to provide basic supplies and 
services, which had a significant impact on the population. Notwithstanding these 
circumstances, in early September, the United Nations and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
were able to deliver assistance to approximately 15,000 encamped residents.  By January, the 
number of people left in the camp was estimated at just over 12,000.

86. In late September, a joint United Nations and Syrian Arab Red Crescent team 
supported a departure convoy of 329 people who were willing to be relocated. Those 
departing the camp were transferred to “reception centres”, including in Ard Dayr Ba‘albah

School, in Homs Governorate. The Commission received reports that at least 100 individuals 
who were evacuated from Rukban had been detained by government forces after arrival in 
Homs.  

87. The decision to leave appears to be motivated by the deteriorating camp conditions, 
further amplified by a harsh winter and scarcity of resources. Others who remain in Rukban 
cited fears of forced conscription or arbitrary arrest. Ongoing violations throughout 
government-held areas, including arbitrary detention and forced conscription, impede the 
right of civilians to voluntary return, in safety and dignity, to their original or another 
destination of their choice.42

B. Women 

88. Women, in particular those belonging to certain religious and ethnic communities, 
have been adversely affected by the conflict. Within the Kurdish administration, efforts have 
been made to advance women’s rights and their roles in decision-making processes. Each 
administrative institution is co-led by a woman and, in addition to all-female councils, a 40 
per cent quota reinforces female representation and participation in economic initiatives and 
civil society organizations.  

89. Recent gender-based violations committed against Kurdish women by armed groups 
with extremist ideologies have, however, demonstrated an attempt to dismantle these efforts. 
By targeting almost every aspect of Kurdish women’s lives in the Afrin District, and –

progressively – in areas affected by Operation Peace Spring – armed groups generated a 
palpable fear of violence and duress among the female Kurdish population. This resulted in 
an undermining of women’s ability to meaningfully participate and contribute to their

community. Indeed, to avoid being harassed, women described opting to remain at home, 
relinquish their jobs, or wear a headscarf if venturing outside without a male relative. One 
interviewee described being sexually harassed and referred to as kafir for not wearing a 
headscarf by members of armed groups at a checkpoint in the Afrin District. Yazidi women 
in the Afrin District described similar fears.  

90. Following the murder of Hevrin Khalaf on 12 October (para. 58), Kurdish women 
recalled feeling increasingly insecure. Armed groups threatened and harassed women in 
positions in the political, military, medical and educational sector or otherwise taking active 
part in civil society.   

91. Elsewhere, women’s human rights continued to be undermined, magnifying pre-
existing inequalities. In an attempt to ascertain control over Kafr Takharim (paras. 33–35), 
members of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham imposed dress codes on teachers and pupils, which 

42  See Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, principle 28. 
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systematically discriminated against women and girls.43 In Salqin, Idlib Governorate, one 
woman was stopped by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham when travelling without a male relative and 
subsequently detained with at least 10 other women in a prison-like facility in Salqin, 
including one woman who had been arrested for attempting to cross the Syrian border without 
her husband. 

92. In areas controlled by the Government, the ongoing campaigns of conscripting men 
has confined adult males to their homes and further inhibited their movement across retaken 
areas such as eastern Ghutah. Female interviewees displaced outside the Syrian Arab 
Republic, consistently reported how their spouses, fearing conscription or detention, forced 
them to return home to assess the status of properties, often occupied or looted by warring 
parties. As many female returnees have either lost or lack property deeds in their names, they 
faced obstacles in proving ownership and claiming property rights upon their return.44

C. Children 

93. Children’s lives have been scarred by the brutality of the war in the Syrian Arab 
Republic. Contrary to the principle of the best interests of the child, countrywide, girls and 
boys have been victimized in numerous ways, continuously denied the special respect and 
protection they are entitled to under international humanitarian and international human 
rights law.45

94. As violence increased in the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic from October 
onwards (paras. 46–53), approximately 150 schools closed down in Tall Abyad and Ra’s al-
Ayn, depriving scores of children of access to schooling. Overwhelmed by the growing 
number of displaced persons, at least 60 schools in Hasakah and Qamishli Cities were 
temporarily transformed into shelters for displaced persons, which resulted in the suspension 
of classes for at least 17,000 pupils. Around 20 schools were reported to have been destroyed 
in Ra’s al-Ayn, including Khed Derei school, which was damaged on 11 October. The school 
hosted approximately 1,500 students.  

95. Syrian women with familial links to ISIL fighters continued to face obstacles in 
registering their children with the competent authorities upon their return to government-
controlled areas.46 Mothers of children born in areas retaken by the Government, such as 
eastern Ghutah, encounter similar challenges since authorities do not accept civil 
documentation provided by armed groups. Such decisions substantially compromise 
children’s right to acquire a nationality,47 as well as access to health and education, and 
further expose them to the risks of child exploitation and trafficking. 

96. Children are particularly vulnerable when forced to relocate to displacement camps. 
As with Rukban camp (paras. 85–87), tens of thousands of children in Hawl, around 1,200 
of whom are unaccompanied, remain stranded with marginal access to food, clean water, 
medical care and education. Girls and boys, many of whom are orphaned, were adversely 
affected by the continuously deteriorating conditions in the camp, with children suffering 
from malnutrition, infectious diseases and measles.  

97. Inside camps in areas under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces, foreign 
children with familial links to ISIL fighters continued languishing in despair while 
increasingly vulnerable to abuse, years after they were brought into the country. Given the 
deplorable decision of many Governments of origin to refuse repatriation,48 thousands of 

43  See conference room paper “‘I lost my dignity’: Sexual and gender-based violence in the Syrian Arab 
Republic” (A/HRC/37/CRP.3), footnote 6. Available from 
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx.   

44  A/HRC/42/51, para. 92.  
45  See Henckaerts and Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, rule 135. 
46  A/HRC/42/51 paras. 93–94. 
47  Convention on the Rights of the Child, arts. 2 and 7. See also the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, art. 24. 
48  As of November, 17 countries had repatriated children. See www.unicef.org/press-

releases/governments-should-repatriate-foreign-children-stranded-syria-its-too-late. 



A/HRC/43/57 

18

children from over 50 countries, the majority of whom are younger than 12 years of age, 
remain in a legal limbo waiting to be able to return.  

98. In a welcome development, boys, primarily of Syrian nationality, previously 
unlawfully interned by the Syrian Democratic Forces, have been placed in Al-Houri juvenile 
rehabilitation centre in Hasakah, pursuant to decisions emanating from makeshift judicial 
bodies affiliated to the Syrian Democratic Forces. This is one of few viable options given the 
refusal by States to repatriate their nationals, including children who remain at risk of 
statelessness, and the record of crimes committed by the Government of the Syrian Arab 
Republic.49 In the absence of parallel measures at the State or international level to deal 
effectively with children with perceived links to ISIL, and the threats posed by young men 
of fighting age associated with ISIL fighters, the Commission notes that any such measures 
undertaken by non-State actors (the Syrian Democratic Forces) must adhere to juvenile 
justice standards, including incorporating the best interests of the child.50 Investigations into 
that matter are ongoing. 

 VI. Recommendations 

99. The Commission reiterates the recommendations made in its previous reports, with 
particular emphasis on the protection of civilians, including displaced populations, especially 
in areas in which there are ongoing hostilities. 

100. The Commission recommends that the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic: 

(a) Allow unfettered access for independent humanitarian, protection and 
human rights organizations in every part of the country; 

(b) Release all those unlawfully detained, including individuals denied the 
right to challenge the basis for their detention before a court of law, within a reasonable 
time; 

(c) Cease all forms of incommunicado detention or other forms of unlawful 
deprivation of liberty, including in conditions amounting to enforced disappearance; 
and disclose the locations of all official and unofficial places of detention, with a full list 
of the names of all those held in detention; 

(d) Facilitate the freedom of movements of civilians in retaken areas and 
prevent arbitrary detention at checkpoints, in particular to allow access to medical care; 

(e) Review conscription laws to ensure that they adhere to international 
standards, and apply them in a manner consistent with such standards; 

(f) Implement the recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women, including general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on 
women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations; and recognize its 
obligations under Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) and 2122 (2013), reaffirming 
the need to protect women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence; 

(g) Ensure that legislation and processes for reclaiming property comply with 
the principles on housing and property restitution for refugees and displaced persons 
and are equally accessible and affordable, in particular for women. 

101. The Commission recommends that pro-government forces: 

(a) Cease attacks on civilians and civilian objects, in accordance with their 
obligations under international humanitarian law, in particular against medical 
facilities, personnel and transport, and comply with their obligation to take all feasible 
precautions to minimize harm to the civilian population; 

49  See, for example, “Out of sight, out of mind: deaths in detention in the Syrian Arab Republic”. 
50  United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing 

Rules).   
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(b) Conduct independent, impartial and credible investigations into incidents 
in which their forces are implicated and ensure that those responsible are held 
accountable. The findings of such investigations should be made public;   

(c) Cease using unguided weapons and weapons with wide-area effects, 
including cluster munitions and blast weapons, in densely civilian populated areas. 

102. The Commission recommends that non-State armed groups: 

(a) Cease all kidnappings, hostage-taking and arbitrarily detaining civilians, 
in particular individuals expressing dissent;  

(b) Effectively ban the recruitment of children and their use in hostilities and 
ensure access to appropriate rehabilitation services; 

(c) Comply with customary international humanitarian law and cease attacks 
against civilians, including members of religious and ethnic minorities; 

(d) Investigate all allegations of violations and crimes committed by their 
fighters, take urgent measures to discipline or dismiss individuals responsible for such 
acts, including in cases of looting and property appropriation, and make their findings 
public; 

103. The Commission recommends that the international community and individual 
Member States:

(a) Take all feasible precautions, when conducting operations in the Syrian 
Arab Republic, to minimize harm to the civilian population, including by reviewing 
tactical guidelines related to targeting in the conduct of operations, and conduct 
independent, impartial and credible investigations into incidents in which their forces 
are implicated to ensure that those responsible are held accountable. The findings of 
such investigations should be made public; 

(b) Take urgent steps to end violations of international humanitarian law 
committed by State forces and non-State armed groups receiving any form of support 
in relation to the armed conflict, in accordance with the obligations of all States under 
common article 1 of the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and encourage such entities to 
investigate all allegations of crimes and violations and make their findings public; 

(c) Ensure unfettered humanitarian access to all civilians in the Syrian Arab 
Republic based on the needs of the population, in particular those subsisting in the 
north-west of the country;  

(d) Ensure unfettered access for independent humanitarian, protection and 
human rights organizations in every part of the country;  

(e) Repatriate foreign nationals in the Syrian Arab Republic who are 
allegedly associated with ISIL, in particular children with their parents, in accordance 
with the best interests of the child; 

(f) Use all available diplomatic means to de-escalate violence in the north-
west of the Syrian Arab Republic, including through an inclusive and Syrian-led 
political process, in accordance with Security Council resolution 2254 (2015). 
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Annex I 

 Map of the Syrian Arab Republic1

1 The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Annex II 

 Attacks in Idlib and northern Hama   

22 July, attack on a market in Marat al-Numan  

1. On 22 July, a series of air strikes hit a market and its surroundings in Marat al Numan 
in southern Idlib, killing at least 43 civilians, including three girls and one boy, and injuring 
at least 109 others, including 18 children and 15 women. Most of the victims suffered severe 
injuries, with some being later brought to the Marat al-Numan hospital decapitated, badly 
burned or without limbs. Family members were forced to identify their loved ones based on 
birth marks, clothing or other similar features.   

2. The market was located on the Marat al Numan main road, in-between residential 
buildings and around 40 commercial shops. Interviewees recalled that it was a popular market, 
operating during the entire day, with peak-time known to be between 8:00 a.m. and 1 p.m.  

3. In the morning of 22 July, at around 08:00 a.m., flight spotters and early warning 
observers reported that jet aircraft had departed from Hmemim airbase and were circling in 
the skies over the Idlib countryside. Minutes later, at least two jet aircraft carried out two 
consecutive air strikes, dropping at least three munitions in densely populated areas in Marat 
al Numan. The first two munitions hit a residential house and a prison. At 8:17 a.m., a third 
munition struck another residential building situated in the southern part of the town’s market,

known to be busy with visitors in the morning hours, located some 800 meters away from the 
first location.  

4. Eyewitnesses described that approximately 10 to 15 minutes after the attack on the 
market, civilians and first responders rushed to the scene. Within minutes, however, flight 
spotters1 announced that a jet aircraft was coming back to the impacted area. At this point, 
that jet aircraft launched a “double-tap attack” killing scores of civilians, including at least

one member of the rescue team. After the attack, flight spotters reported that jet aircraft, 
possibly different aircraft, were still circling above the area.  

5. Interviewees who visited the impacted market site recalled seeing a large crater on the 
main street and a number of dismembered bodies scattered nearby. At least two four-storey 
residential buildings had collapsed and 25 commercial shops were destroyed, whilst the 
windows of al-Quza'iz school located some 700 meters away from the market, were shattered.  
A member of the rescue team described hearing the screams of a girl who was trapped under 
the rubble of one of the destroyed buildings. While the team managed to retrieve the girl and 
her older brother alive, they also found the dead bodies of their parents. Civilians and first 
responders spent more than one day retrieving the victims’ bodies from under the rubble.

6. Consistent with witnesses testimony, early warning reports and flight spotters reports 
indicated that at least two Russian fixed wing-aircrafts, departed from Hmemim airbase on 
22 July at around 8:03 a.m. and circled near the target area at the same time of the attack. 
The Commission further obtained flight communication intercepts conducted in the Russian 
language for the period between 07:40 and 09:59 a.m. The communications confirm that, 
between 8:17 and 8:35 a.m., two Russian aircraft operated in Idlib airspace, and reported on 
the progress of on-going aerial attacks in Idlib.  

7. Documentary material, including satellite imagery, video footage and photos provided 
to the Commission show a large crater on the main road of the market. It also shows damage 
to the roof of one residential building, and that at least one building that has collapsed.      

8. Information obtained by the Commission does not indicate that, during the time and 
day of the attack, the Syrian Air Force engaged in target coordination or carried out attacks 
in Idlib governorate.  

1  Flight spotters or early warning observers comprise civilians who monitor aircraft flights to provide 
other civilians with advance warning prior to an air strike 
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16 August, Haas compound for displaced civilians  

9. On 16 August, between 7:15 and 7:30 p.m., a series of air strikes hit a compound 
located two kilometres from Haas in southern Idlib, where displaced civilians from Dayr al-
Zawr, Hama, Homs, rural Damascus and Dar‘a lived. The attack caused substantial damage 
to areas where civilians often gathered, including children. The attack killed at least 20 people, 
including eight women, one of whom was pregnant, and six children, and injured 40 others.  

10. One interviewee described that, as hostilities in southern Idlib intensified, many 
civilians were compelled to relocate to the Haas compound as they were unable to afford 
travel costs to go to the camps along the Turkish border, generally considered to be safer. 
Fearing attacks, though unable to relocate due to financial constraints, families were left with 
no other choice but to settle in Haas compound. 

11. The Haas compound for displaced civilians was located in a rural area, and was 
described by witnesses as residential, without checkpoints or armed groups’ presence, and 
situated near agricultural fields. The compound was composed of several residential 
buildings, where at least 150 families lived. Interviewees described how, during the summer, 
they would often gather in an open area in the compound in between residential buildings 
and commercial shops, while children would be playing. The compound also included 
commercial areas, a non-operational medical centre, a kindergarten, and a makeshift 
secondary and primary school catering for some 290 pupils, as well as a prayer room.  

12. Eyewitnesses recalled that at around 7 p.m. at sunset, before evening prayer, a 
reconnaissance plane was circling over the Haas compound. As it was not uncommon for 
encamped residents to witness aircraft, many remained outside in an open area. Minutes later, 
flight spotters2 reported that a jet aircraft was in the area and, at approximately 07:25 p.m. a 
series of air strikes struck the compound killing at least 20 civilians and injuring at least 40 
more.  

13. Interviewees narrated that a jet aircraft dropped at least two bombs on the compound, 
primarily impacting the open area to the south-west, located between residential units and 
commercial shops, where civilians had gathered together. At least two of these buildings, 
along with the food storage room, were completely destroyed. The windows and doors of the 
health centre and the school were completely shattered from the blast.   

14. Approximately 10 minutes after the attack, civilians and rescuers rushed to the scene 
and began removing victims from under the rubble. One interviewee described that most of 
the victims suffered severe burns following the air strikes, and many succumbed to their 
wounds after being transported to nearby hospitals.      

15. Witnesses and flight spotters identified the aircraft as Russian Sukhoi Su-24. Early 
warning system observation reports indicated that at least two Russian fixed-aircraft departed 
Hmemim airbase on 16 August, at 7:02 p.m. and were then circling in the area near the Haas 
compound. Flight communication intercepts – conducted in the Russian language –

confirmed that, on 16 August, at the time of the attack, at least two Russian aircrafts operated 
in Idlib airspace, and reported progress regarding the attacks. Analysis of the intercept data 
further clarifies that both of the Russian aircraft requested and confirmed having received 
target coordinates between 7:17 p.m. and 7:44 p.m., with one of the aircraft engaging in an 
attack at 7:24 p.m.   

16. The Commission received no reports indicating the presence of Syrian aircraft during 
the day and time of the attack on the Haas compound. Consistent with eyewitnesses’

statements, video footage, picture material and satellite imagery show a deep, large impact 
crater in an open area in the Haas compound. The impact and the damage indicate the use of 
a blast weapon with wide-area effects, such as highly explosive fragmentation bombs. This 
includes OFAB-250 or KAB-500 bombs, both of which are unguided blast fragmentation 
munitions, known to be carried by Russian aircraft, and Russian Suhkoi Su-24 in particular.  

2   Flight spotters or early warning observers comprise civilians who monitor aircraft flights to provide 
other civilians with advance warning prior to an air strike 
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17. Given the evidence available, including witness testimonies, video footage, data 
imagery as well as reports by flight spotters, flight communication intercepts and early 
warning observation reports, the Commission concluded that a Russian aircraft participated 
in each incident as described above, and that each of the incidents the Russian Air Force did 
not direct the attacks at a specific military objective, amounting to the war crime of launching 
indiscriminate attacks in civilian areas 

20 November, attack on Qah camp for displaced civilians  

18. In the evening hours on 20 November, pro-Government forces launched a surface-to-
surface missile attack consisting of cluster munitions on a camp for displaced civilians 
located along the Turkish border, where hundreds of families displaced from eastern Ghutah, 
Dar‘a and Homs resided. The camp was situated near Qah village, approximately four 
kilometres from another major camp in Atma, and was recently expanded to accommodate 
tens of thousands Syrian women, men and children who had fled the on-ongoing offensive 
on southern Idlib and northern Hama. Witnesses described hearing one large explosion at 
7:19 p.m., followed by a number of smaller bomblets that exploded over the camp, setting 
numerous tents on fire and damaging the Qah hospital located some 25 meters away. The 
attack killed 18 civilians and injured at least 40 others, including 17 children.  

19. The Commission analysed photographs and video footage of remnants which revealed 
the use of an OTR-21 missile. The overall size and shape of the blast site was compatible 
with the OTR-21 “TOCHKA” system, a large tactical ballistic missile system that the Syrian 
army has in its repertoire.  

20. Although the Syrian Arab Republic is not a party to the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions, the use of cluster munitions in densely populated areas is inherently 
indiscriminate (given the typically wide dispersal pattern and high dud rate, which continues 
to endanger civilians years after a cessation of hostilities) and therefore prohibited by 
customary international humanitarian law. For this reason, their use in densely populated 
camps for displaced civilians, constitutes the war crime of indiscriminate attacks in a civilian 
populated area.  
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I. Mandate and methodology 

1. Pursuant to its established methodology, which is based on standard practices of 
commissions of inquiry and human rights investigations, the Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic1 relied primarily on 538 interviews, 
conducted in person in the region as well as from Geneva, in producing the present report.2

Official documents, reports, photographs, videos and satellite imagery were collected and 
analysed from multiple sources, including following the Commissionts call for 
submissions. 3  The standard of proof was considered met when the Commission had 
reasonable grounds to believe that incidents had occurred as described, and, where possible, 
that violations had been committed by the warring party identified. 

2. The Commissionts investigations remain curtailed by the denial of access to the 
country and protection concerns in relation to interviewees. In all cases, the Commission 
cV^RZ_VU XfZUVU Sj eYV acZ_TZa]V `W rU` _` YRc^s'

3. The Commission thanks all who provided information, in particular victims and 
witnesses. 

 II. Political and military developments 

4. Notwithstanding a relative reduction in large-scale hostilities in recent months due to 
general conflict dynamics and the impact of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), there were 
regular spikes in violence and continuous violations of human rights across the Syrian Arab 
Republic. Idlib Governorate and surrounding areas remained the epicentre of confrontation4

between pro-government forces5 and opposition armed groups during the first half of 2020. 
While the ceasefire starting on 5 March offered respite, sporadic fighting between pro-
government forces and terrorist groups6 resumed in May and intensified in June, including 
around the Ghab plain and Jabal al-Zawiya, in the southern countryside of Idlib 
Governorate. 

5. In the north-east of the country, while joint Turkish-Russian military patrols 
resumed7 along the Syrian-Turkish border, periodic clashes between the Kurdish Peoplets 
Protection Units, the Syrian National Army8 and Turkish military forces continued. Car 
bomb attacks, such as the one on 9 January in Rats al-Ayn that killed four Turkish soldiers, 
or the market attack in Afrin on 28 April that caused over 100 casualties (see para. 42 
below), further destabilized the region. The security situation also deteriorated in Dayr al-
Zawr, where the Syrian Democratic Forces9 increased raids and arrests of civilians with 
alleged links to Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Between March and May, two 
major riots in the Syrian Democratic Forces-run Ghweran and Hasakah prisons erupted, 
allowing the escape of several prisoners. In June, reports of fighting between Turkish-

1 The commissioners are Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro (Chair), Karen Koning AbuZayd and Hanny Megally. 
2 In view of the travel limitations related to COVID-19, the majority of the interviews were undertaken 

remotely. 
3 See www.ohchr.org/coisyria. 
4 See A/HRC/44/61. 
5 See A/HRC/31/68, footnote 3. 
6 The Commission continues to regard Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Haytat Tahrir al-

Sham, Hurras al-Din and other Al-Qaida-aligned groups as terrorist entities, as designated by the 
Security Council pursuant to its resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011), 2170 (2014) and 2253 (2015). 

7 Joint patrols temporarily halted at the height of the Governmentts campaign in the north-west of the 
Syrian Arab Republic in January and February 2020. 

8 A/HRC/43/57, footnote 3. 
9 A/HRC/31/68, para. 11. The Peoplets Protection Units (Kurdish Peoplets Protection Units/Woments 

Protection Units) operate under the effective command and control of the Syrian Democratic Forces; 
see https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2019/07/syrian-democratic-forces-sign-action-plan-to-
end-and-prevent-the-recruitment-and-use-of-children/. 
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backed groups and the Syrian Democratic Forces in the Al-Bab area, infighting between 
Syrian National Army groups in Rats al-Ayn, and ISIL attacks against Syrian Arab Army 
units in the Dayr al-Zawr countryside, were received. 

6. ISIL remained active in central areas of the Syrian Arab Republic. In January and 
February, the terrorist group launched attacks on Syrian Arab Army positions in the 
Sukhnah region in Homs Governorate. The attacks prompted the Government to increase 
security measures in eastern Homs Governorate, and by mid-April, the Government had 
regained control of fuel refineries in the Governorate. Nonetheless, attacks by ISIL cells 
against Syrian Arab Army positions in the Badiya Al-Sham region and around Resafa 
continued. 

7. In the south of the country, unrest intensified. In Suwaydat, protests erupted in 
January, and continued throughout the first six months of 2020, due to price inflation, 
corruption and deteriorating living standards. In Darta, tensions between local opposition 
fighters and government forces, as well as civilians, escalated. In mid-March, artillery 
shelling by the Syrian Arab Army targeted the southerly Darta Governorate, triggering 
retaliatory attacks by local militants near Nawa. The situation remained volatile in May and 
June following clashes, targeted killings, and the killing of nine Syrian police officers in 
Muzayrib. In response to these incidents, the Syrian Arab Army deployed additional troops 
to the region. Throughout the reporting period, Israeli airstrikes were directed at a broad 
range of targets across the Syrian Arab Republic, including Iranian and Iranian-backed 
actors. 

8. At the political level, the President, Bashar al-Assad, issued a legislative decree 
granting pardons for a narrow ambit of crimes committed before 22 March 2020, and 
proposed a limited amnesty for military deserters. The Government announced that 
parliamentary elections in government-controlled areas would be held in April, which were 
subsequently postponed until 19 July 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. On 1 June, the 
President swore in new governors for the Homs, Qunaytirah, Darta and Hasakah 
Governorates. 

9. During the reporting period, the countryts economic crisis accelerated. On 18 
January, two legislatives decrees were issued, 10  which prohibited the use of foreign 
currencies as payment for commercial transactions and set out tighter penalties for 
disseminating, what the Government viewed to be, misinformation that caused currency 
depreciation. The currency crisis, compounded by the global pandemic, led to rapidly rising 
food prices, food insecurity and growing levels of poverty. 11 In response, the Syrian 
authorities stepped up measures to clamp down on currency speculators and forced the 
closure of exchange offices. Despite these measures, the Syrian pound depreciated further, 
prompting the President to replace the trade minister on 11 May and the Prime Minister on 
11 June. The following week, in June, the United States of America brought the Caesar 
Syria Civilian Protection Act 12 into force, imposing new sanctions on officials of the 
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and on military officials and business associates. 

10. Internationally, diplomatic efforts to seek a political solution to the conflict 
continued. In January, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Syria, Geir Pedersen, 
travelled to Moscow and Damascus where he met with senior Russian and Syrian officials 
to discuss the Syrian peace process. During the period under review, the Security Council 
held six meetings on the humanitarian situation and the political process. Moreover, on 11 
July, after weeks of discussions, on its fourth attempt, the Security Council authorized 
cross-border humanitarian aid from Turkey into the north-west of the Syrian Arab Republic 
for one year, limiting the entry of United Nations cross-border aid to only the Bab al-Hawa 
crossing in Idlib Governorate. Meanwhile, the Government and opposition representatives 

10 Nos. 3/2020 and 4/2020. 
11 The number of Syrians who are food-insecure is now 9.3 million, with an increase of 1.4 million in 

2020. See www.wfp.org/news/more-syrians-ever-grip-hunger-and-poverty. 
12 See A/HRC/43/57. 
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agreed to reconvene for the third round of talks of the small body of the Constitutional 
Committee13 in Geneva as soon as the pandemic situation allowed. 

11. The Secretary-General of the United Nations also submitted to the Security Council 
a summary14 of the report of the United Nations Headquarters Board of Inquiry into certain 
incidents that had occurred in north-west Syria since 17 September 2018. The Board 
analysed seven attacks on hospitals, schools, and camps for internally displaced persons 
and offered conclusions relating to six of the sites. Separately, on 8 April, the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons released the findings of the first report of its 
investigation and identification team15 on the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Arab 
Air Force in Ltamenah. Additionally, in April, the first trial in the world on State torture in 
the Syrian Arab Republic began in Koblenz, Germany. 

12. On 22 March, the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic confirmed the first 
COVID-19 case. In response, authorities announced a host of measures, including the 
temporary closure of businesses, a ban on movement between governorates, a curfew and 
the creation of medical emergency centres. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Secretary-General issued an appeal for a nationwide ceasefire and encouraged G-20 
members to waive sanctions imposed on countries in order to ensure access to food, 
essential health supplies and COVID-19 medical support. 16  The Special Envoy of the 
Secretary-General for Syria reiterated this message and also called upon all parties to carry 
out unilateral releases of detainees and abductees.17 In parallel, the Government intensified 
calls for the lifting of coercive unilateral measures, indicating that they constituted a 
challenge in fighting the pandemic.18 The Syrian Democratic Forces-linked autonomous 
administration in north-east Syria (hereinafter referred to as the self-administration) closed 
all crossings into government-held areas, banned movement between towns, imposed a 
curfew and set up a specialized hospital. 

 III. Government-held areas 

r;gVcj ^`_eY ? h`f]U X` e` ]``\p JYVj h`f]U cVa]j eYRe eYVj YRU _` _Vhd RS`fe YZ^ `c

VgV_ YZd _R^V Z_ eYVZc cVT`cUd' JYZd T`_eZ_fVU W`c `_V jVRc' ? eYV_ XRgV fa R_j Y`aV's

- Father of a disappeared person, Rif Damascus, February 2020 

13. In Darta and Suwaydat, the security situation significantly deteriorated, with a 
number of incidents of armed violence between the multitude of armed actors vying for 
control. In Damascus, around Rif Damascus, Suwaydat and Darta, arbitrary detention, 
enforced disappearance and torture remained pervasive. The price of food and basic goods 
significantly increased in government-held areas, with the devaluation of the Syrian pound 
exacerbating an already difficult living situation. At the same time, the Government 
continued to prevent thousands of individuals from returning to their homes in areas that 
had been retaken in the preceding five years. In such areas, the denial of freedom of 
movement also continued to affect peoplets ability to access health care, education and 
other vital services, and to exercise basic rights. 

13 See www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/ 
A8CE345167D1CD0FC12584A9006285A9?OpenDocument. 

14 See www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/NWS_BOI_Summary_06_April_2020.pdf. 
15 Document S/1867/2020. 
16 See www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2020-03-24/note-correspondents-letter-the-

secretary-general-g-20-members. 
17 See www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/ 

D6B51AE793261B7BC12585AE00587A85?OpenDocument=. 
18 See S/2020/471. 
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A. Conduct of hostilities 

14. In Darta and Suwaydat Governorates, armed clashes resulted in civilian casualties. 
For example, on 1 March, the 4th Division and 9th Division of the Syrian Arab Army 
launched a ground attack on the town of Sanamayn in Darta Governorate. The offensive 
followed a series of arrests and killings by government and allied forces19 and reprisals by 
armed groups who took Syrian Arab Army troops hostage. At least three civilians died due 
to indiscriminate shelling and rocket attacks on Sanamayn on 1 March by government 
forces, including an imam who was killed by rocket fire while performing the call to prayer 
and two other men who were killed by indirect fire, one in his home and one while visiting 
a relative. A number of injured persons were transferred to the military hospital in 
Sanamayn. The Commission also received reports of the summary execution of an 18-year-
old male by members of the Criminal Security Department, and of government and allied 
forces deliberately destroying houses after having retaken the town. Clashes ended 
following the interposition of the Fifth Assault Corps, which negotiated the evacuation of 
members of armed groups in exchange for the release of Syrian Arab Army troops. 

15. On 18 March, in Jallayn, Darta Governorate, indiscriminate mortar and rocket 
attacks by the Syrian Arab Army started at around 2 p.m., killing six civilians, including 
two children, and injuring one civilian. The shelling was described as originating from the 
bases of the 5th Division and the 175th Artillery Regiment in Izrat, as well as the military 
base located in the Municipal Stadium in the city of Darta. The incident followed tensions 
due to the establishment of checkpoints around Jallayn. In response to the checkpoints, 
members of the Central Negotiation Committee20 attempted to the approach Syrian Arab 
Army troops, reportedly to enter into discussions. When approaching the checkpoint, two of 
the Committee members were killed and one was injured. Subsequently, the checkpoint 
was attacked and Syrian Arab Army soldiers were killed. Following this attack, government 
forces shelled the town. 

16. In late March, an incursion by the Fifth Assault Corps in Al-Qurayya, Suwaydat
Governorate, resulted in the killing of 10 civilians during exchanges of small arms fire. The 
incident followed a spate of kidnappings and retaliatory acts in the area that involved the 
Fifth Assault Corps, elements of the local armed groups affiliated to Yahya Raed Najm,21

and civilians. The catalyst was the abduction of two cattle sellers from Busra al-Sham in 
Suwaydat Governorate on 26 March. The next day, on 27 March, Druze villagers, who 
were armed but, according to multiple interviewees, not members of armed groups, 
intervened, allegedly to prevent further abductions. Eight villagers from Al-Qurayya were 
killed in exchanges of fire, and six were kidnapped. Days later, following the intervention 
of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, the bodies of the six villagers were returned to their 
families; they had allegedly been executed by the Fifth Assault Corps. 

17. Reports of targeted killings of individuals increased22 across Darta and Suwaydat
Governorates during the reporting period, in what appeared to be retaliatory acts by 
numerous local armed actors. Reportedly, there were at least 53 such killings across Darta 
between January and June targeting medical professionals, political actors with both pro- 
and anti-X`gVc_^V_e deR_TVd% [fUXVd% ^V^SVcd `W Rc^VU Xc`fad hY` YRU rcVT`_TZ]VUs eYVZc
status, and members of the security apparatus. In nearly all documented cases, the killings 
were carried out by men on motorcycles using small arms, rendering identification of the 
perpetrator difficult. For example, on 27 May, at around 8 p.m., an apparent ambush 
between Muzayrib and Tafas targeted Darta Central Committee members and their guard, 

19 r=`gVc_^V_e and allied forcess UV_`eVd V_eZeZVd `aVcReZ_X Z_ eYV d`feYVc_ aRce `W eYV IjcZR_ 7cRS
Republic q among others, the Syrian Arab Army, the Syrian intelligence apparatus, popular 
committees and the Fifth Assault Corps. 

20 The Committee comprises former armed group members, civilian activists, sheikhs and jurists, and 
acts as an intermediary between civilians, the Government and the Russian Federation. 

21 The leader of a local armed group. 
22 Although COVID-19 movement restrictions led to a decrease, the first half of 2020 nevertheless saw 

an increase in the number of reported targeted killings (see A/HRC/14/24/Add.6, paras. 8q10, for a 
definition) in comparison to previous years. 
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resulting in the killing of four persons (a member of the Committee and three bodyguards), 
and injury to two due to small arms fire. 

18. The Commission investigated at least five cases where civilians had been killed. In 
some incidents, doctors who had been active in treating fighters appeared to be specifically 
targeted as they left their clinics. Based on the information gathered from interviewees, the 
Commission has no evidence that the competent authority launched investigations into 
these incidents.23

 Findings 

19. Regarding the attacks on 1 and 18 March in Sanamayn and Jallayn respectively, the 
Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that in each incident, government and allied 
forces did not direct the attacks at a specific military objective, which may amount to the 
war crime of launching indiscriminate attacks resulting in death or injury to civilians. 

B. Violations outside the context of the conduct of hostilities 

 Arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, and torture, sexual violence and death in 
detention 

20. Risks of reprisals and other protection concerns continued to affect the 
Commissionts ability to investigate detention-related human rights violations.24 The cases 
below are illustrative of the ongoing patterns of arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, 
and torture and death in detention.25

21. Almost all cases of arbitrary arrest and detention that were investigated in the 
reporting period resulted in enforced disappearance, with at least 34 men, one woman and 
10 children disappeared. These took place in Darta, Homs, Qunaytirah, Rif Damascus and 
Suwaydat Governorates, involving government security forces, including the Military 
Intelligence Directorate and the Military Police. 

22. Those subjected to enforced disappearance included defectors as well as current and 
former humanitarian workers, activists and other civilians, including those who had 
undergone so-TR]]VU rcVT`_TZ]ZReZ`_s ac`TVddVd Z_ :Rcta Governorate. 

23. Demonstrating the longevity of this practice and its harrowing impact on families, 
the Commission, during the reporting period, documented cases of individuals still missing 
at the time of writing, up to eight years after being disappeared by the Government.26

24. Most recently in the city of Suwaydat, at least 15 men were detained between 9 and 
16 June following their participation in peaceful protests to demand better living conditions. 
The men were allegedly detained at the Military Police branch in Suwaydat and neither 
lawyers nor family members were permitted to make contact. At the time of writing, in 
July, the Commission received information that the protesters had been released following 
pressure from local actors. 

25. Moreover, the Commission documented 13 accounts of torture of persons held in 
detention by the Syrian authorities,27 with some having experienced torture over lengthy 
periods, even beyond seven years. Locations where torture took place included the Criminal 
Security Department branch in Aleppo, Air Force Intelligence Directorate branches in 

23 On 30 June, the Commission requested information from the Government of the Syrian Arab 
Republic regarding its response to the killing of civilians, but no reply was received. 

24 This section of the report represents only a small anonymized representation of information collected 
by the Commission in the reporting period. 

25 See A/HRC/31/CRP.1, available from www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria 
/Pages/Documentation.aspx. 

26 The Commission is of the view that enforced disappearance as a violation of international law 
continues as long as families do not know the victimts fate and whereabouts; see art. 17 (1) of the 
Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

27 Some were released prior to 10 January 2020. 
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Abasin, Harasta and Mazzah and the headquarters in Damascus, the Military Police branch 
in Qaboun, State Security Branch 285, the Political Security Directorate branch in Tartus 
Central Prison and Air Force Intelligence Branch 227, and, most brutally, at Saydnaya 
Prison in Rif Damascus. In line with previous patterns,28 the detainees were beaten with 
sticks and cables, bound around tyres, hung from ceilings and walls and lashed. One 
detainee reported being beaten on his genitals. Interviewees also reported witnessing female 
detainees being sexually assaulted by staff 29  at a number of informal detention sites, 
including Branch 227, while men were reported to have been sexually abused in Saydnaya 
Prison.30

26. Inhumane conditions were described across both official and informal detention 
centres. One interviewee detailed how over a dozen people had been held in a 2 x 1 metre 
cell for over two weeks in Air Force Intelligence Branch 227. Another detainee in 
Saydnaya Prison had been placed in solitary confinement in a 1.5 x 1 metre cell, with no 
blanket or floor mat, for three months. One interviewee detailed how water had been cut off 
from their cell, where the toilets were placed, for 23 days, resulting in there being faeces, 
urine and vomit around the room. Typical food in a 24-hour period included one loaf of 
bread with four olives, and detainees described eating the olive pits in order to get extra 
nutrition. 

27. Previous patterns of death in detention31 continued, with reports of at least 19 cases 
during the reporting period.32 E_V ^R_ Z_ :RctR hRd R]]VXVU]j RTTfdVU `W ecVRd`_ Z_ ]ReV

2018 and his family was given his death certificate in February 2020. Another interviewee, 
who tried to visit her 17-year-old son in Saydnaya Prison in December 2019, was informed 
that he had died and she should approach Tishrin Military Hospital in Damascus, however 
his body was not at the facility. This was the pattern in the majority of cases, with no body 
being provided to families and only verbal information provided about the death, or cause 
`W UVReY' ?_ R d^R]] _f^SVc `W TRdVd% Z_UZgZUfR]dt S`UZVd hVcV ac`gZUVU e` WR^Z]ZVd

following deaths in State custody. The family members of one detainee who had been 
arrested in Damascus in March 2020 were informed that they should collect the body, 
W`]]`hZ_X eYV UVeRZ_VVtd R]]VXVU UVReY Wc`^ R YVRce ReeRT\% Wc`^ JZdYcZ_ CZ]ZeRcj >`daZeR] Z_

Damascus in May. The body exhibited injuries and signs of torture. 

28. The Commission continues to receive information about limited numbers of persons 
being released from detention, with 49 persons (including one woman and two children) 
cVa`ceVU]j cV]VRdVU Z_ :RctR Z_ eYV cVa`ceZ_X aVcZ`U' JYV 9`^^ZddZ`_ R]d` U`Tf^V_eVU R

small number of releases elsewhere in the country. 

 Economic and social rights 

29. Previously reported concerns regarding access to water, electricity and fuel33 were 
aggravated by the rapidly deepening economic and currency crisis, and were further 
compounded by the global pandemic and tightening sanctions (see para. 9 above). This, in 
turn, risked refuelling the root causes of the conflict, which included deepening poverty and 
inequalities. 

30. Areas formerly under the control of armed groups were particularly affected, due to 
the continued denial of freedom of movement of people and goods. Checkpoints, in 
addition to aggravating tensions with communities due to their links with enforced 

28 See A/HRC/31/CRP.1 and www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/ 
AWayForward_DetentionInSyria.pdf.  

29 As previously documented; see A/HRC/37/CRP.3, available from www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/ 
HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx. 

30 See A/HRC/37/CRP.3, paras. 27q50. 
31 See A/HRC/31/CRP.1, para. 46; and 

www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/AWayForward_DetentionInSyria.pdf. 
32 This figure represents the number that has been reported to families of detainees by authorities, 

however no confirmation of death can be ascertained given the frequent lack of bodies and of death 
certificates. 

33 A/HRC/43/57, para. 67. 
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disappearance and arbitrary detention, facilitated corruption among the security services 
and armed actors. For example, in the vicinity of Madaya, Rif Damascus, the 4th Division 
of the Syrian Arab Army utilized checkpoints to restrict the entry and exit of people and 
goods into the area, which resulted in an increased cost of living. This was echoed in 
eastern Ghutah, where the 4th Division confiscated items or required civilians to pay bribes. 
In Hama Governorate, between Muhradah and Suqaylibiyah, checkpoints run by 
government intelligence and security branches, as well as by the 4th Division, were used to 
control crop production and extort money from the civilian population. Checkpoints in Rif 
:R^RdTfd R_U :RctR R]d` cVdecZTeVU eYV RTTVdd `W eYV a`af]ReZ`_ e` YVR]eY TRcV R_U `eYVc

basic services, as civilians feared arbitrary arrest, detention and conscription.34 The scarcity 
of essential services was compounded by the lack of humanitarian access in these areas, due 
to governmental restrictions on registration of NGOs, as well as the harassment of former 
and current aid workers by the security services. 

31. Access to housing, land and property rights continued to be a significant obstacle for 
many in the Syrian Arab Republic, particularly in formerly besieged areas. Civilians 
reported that they were still being prevented from returning to their often-habitable houses 
in Qaboun, Jawbar, Yarmouk camp and parts of Darayya. Checkpoints control the entry 
and exit of all civilians to these areas, some of which were retaken by government forces in 
2016. While broad reconstruction projects in areas such as Qaboun were announced with 
scant detail in 2018, few measures have been taken to implement such projects, and the 
subsequent denial of freedom of movement continues to result in civilians being denied 
their property rights. In areas such as Yarmouk camp in Rif Damascus, no official plans 
have been announced regarding redevelopment for the areas, yet the vast majority of people 
are still prevented from visiting or living in their homes. This continues to compound an 
already complex legal situation for thousands of Palestinians who, prior to the conflict, had 
limited property rights.35

32. The impact of counter-terrorism frameworks on the ability to exercise property 
rights continued to be a concern.36 The Commission received reports that persons with so-
ca]]VU rdVTfcZej ^Rc\ds YRU YRU eYVZc RddVed eV^a`cRcZ]j dVZkVU f_UVc _ReZ`_R] UVTcVV D`'
66 of 2012.37 Various branches of the security intelligence services continued to use unclear 
legal bases to deny civilians the ability to exercise their property rights. For example, 
rdVTfcZej ^Rc\ds hVcV `WeV_ Raa]ZVU e` hY`]V VieV_UVU WR^Z]ZVd R_U acVgV_eVU _`e `_]j

return to their property, but also sale and inheritance, as well as a plethora of civil, social, 
economic and cultural rights. Moreover, such a mark can a]d` RWWVTe R_ Z_UZgZUfR]td RSZ]Zej
to rent a property, as landlords may not issue a formal lease agreement, which in turn 
cVUfTVd eYV eV_R_etd ]VXR] ac`eVTeZ`_' ?_ eYZd cVXRcU% eYV 9`^^ZddZ`_ _`eVd eYRe acVgZ`fd]j

in the conflict, as well as during the past two years, thousands of properties belonging to 
acZgReV aVcd`_d YRgV SVV_ dVZkVU R_U eYVZc RddVed Wc`kV_% Z_T]fUZ_X f_UVc eYV IeReVtd

counter-terrorism legislation. 

 Rukban camp 

33. Rukban camp continued to host approximately 10,000 internally displaced persons 
in dire conditions, with deteriorating access to health care, education and food. Interviewees 
reported that prices of basic goods, such as flour and sugar, were more than twice as high as 

34 Ibid., para. 73. 
35 In the Syrian Arab Republic, married Palestinian refugees have the right to own a single property. 

Other property deeds may only be registered by a notary, not at the cadastral registry department. This 
can substantially reduce the legal protection in cases of expropriation or destruction. Moreover, the 
land on which Yarmouk camp stands is owned by the General Authority for Palestinian Arab 
Refugees, a Syrian entity, meaning that it is an runofficials camp. Most residentst ownership 
contracts were registered only with a notary, and, reportedly, many documents stored at the Yarmouk 
court building were damaged during shelling in early 2013. 

36 A/HRC/43/57, para. 75. 
37 Security marks (ishara amnya) is a colloquial term and is used interchangeably with security 

clearance (mawafaqa amnya) to connote those flagged by the various intelligence branches as persons 
of interest. The legal basis used by the security services to restrict rights of individuals under this 
framework is seldom clear. 



A/HRC/45/31 

9

in other parts of the Syrian Arab Republic. Moreover, schooling, and a medical facility 
located in Jordan, closed on 29 March, as preventative measures against COVID-19. 

34. The Commission has previously noted with concern38 that it has received reports that 
over 100 individuals evacuated from Rukban camp were detained. In the period under 
review, the Commission received first-hand accounts that men had been systematically 
deprived of their liberty. In one example, an interviewee noted that he had arrived at a 
school in Homs and spent one night with his family, who were then permitted to leave. 
Among the remaining men, a large number had been arrested and allegedly taken to 
CZ]ZeRcj IVTfcZej Z_ :RctR `c e` 7UcR FcZd`_ Z_ :R^RdTfd' JY`dV UVeRZ_VU Z_T]fUVU ^V_ Z_

their seventies, a man with disabilities, numerous municipality workers and medical 
professionals. Following multiple interrogations, the interviewee had been released after 47 
days, after having signed three documents that he was not permitted to read. 

 Findings 

35. In light of new as well as ongoing reported cases of enforced disappearance, in the 
reporting period, as well as numerous cases of torture, sexual violence and death in custody 
by government forces across the Syrian Arab Republic, as detailed above, the Commission 
has reasonable grounds to believe that the Government of Syria, in pursuance of a 
continued State policy, has continued to perpetrate the crimes against humanity of enforced 
disappearance, murder, torture, sexual violence and imprisonment.39 In certain cases, these 
acts may also constitute war crimes. 

36. In addition, by imposing arbitrary restrictions on movements and unlawfully 
depriving individuals of their property rights in previously besieged areas, government 
forces may have again committed the war crime of collective punishment in areas of Rif 
Damascus.40

 IV. Afrin and Ra’s al-Ayn regions 

37. :fcZ_X eYV aVcZ`U f_UVc cVgZVh% TZgZ]ZR_d cVdZUZ_X Z_ eYV 7WcZ_ R_U HRtd R]-Ayn 
regions of Aleppo and Hasakah Governorates witnessed an onslaught of violations 
perpetrated by members of the Syrian National Army as well as shelling and vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive devices. 

A. Conduct of hostilities 

38. Between January and April, civilians residing in the Afrin region of Aleppo suffered 
a barrage of shelling and car bomb explosions, which killed and injured scores of 
inhabitants and damaged civilian infrastructure, including markets and homes.41

39. E_ +) @R_fRcj% Re Rc`f_U *+',) a'^'% dYV]]Z_X% cVa`ceVU]j Wc`^ JR]] HZWtRe% UVdec`jVU

a house in Al-Barid neighbourhood, located near both a hospital and a school in the city of 
Afrin. The attack killed a pregnant woman and her toddler son inside their home. Though 
the deceased mother delivered her baby girl posthumously, the baby did not survive. Two 
boys from the same family, aged 4 and 12 years, were also injured in the attack. The 
Commission did not receive information suggesting that a military objective was located 
nearby. 

40. Similarly, at around 1 p.m. on 18 March, at least five rockets, reportedly fired from 
_VRcSj JR]] HZWtRe R_U surrounding areas,42 struck a residential area, impacting both a house 

38 A/HRC/43/57, para. 87. 
39 See www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/AWayForward_DetentionInSyria.pdf, para. 12. 
40 A/HRC/43/57, para. 80. See also Special Court for Sierra Leone, Prosecutor v. Fofana and Kondewa, 

case No. SCSL-04-14-A. 
41 See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25873&LangID=E; and 

previous reports by the Commission on similar incidents in Afrin, for example A/HRC/42/51, para. 
58. 
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and a market in the city of Afrin, about 150 metres from a Syrian National Army site. Three 
men and two children were killed, and another seven men were injured. A pharmacy and 
several commercial shops were damaged. Information obtained by the Commission 
indicates the use of 122 mm rockets fired from a BM-+* r=cRUs ^f]eZa]V-barrel rocket 
launcher system. 

41. The previous month, on 10 February, at approximately 7 p.m., a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device was detonated on Rajo Street in central Afrin, killing 6 
civilians and injuring 11 others. 

42. Also on Rajo Street, in a particularly grave attack, at least 41 civilians were killed, 
including 11 children,43 and 61 others were wounded, when a vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive device on a truck was detonated in a crowded market on 28 April. Imagery and 
video footage analysed by the Commission indicates possible use of an ammonium nitrate 
fuel oil explosive substance, detonated from inside the truck, likely mixed with additives 
thus optimizing the incendiary effects emanating from the explosion. 

43. Witnesses described the market area as civilian in nature, located some 500 metres 
from the building of the Turkish governor (wali), and known to be busy between 1 p.m. and 
5 p.m. Information obtained by the Commission suggests that Syrian National Army 
brigades, including Sultan Murad, Ahrar Sharqiya and Jabhat Shamiya, were headquartered 
on Rajo Street at the time of the attack. 

44. Several civilian houses adjacent to the market, and vehicles parked nearby, were 
also destroyed, as were numerous shops. Interviewees described seeing large-scale 
destruction, burning cars and charred bodies scattered along Rajo Street. One doctor who 
treated victims recalled that many had suffered second-degree burns. The DNA samples of 
at least 25 unidentifiable bodies were sent by the Afrin central hospital, which is 
administrated by the Turkish health ministry, 44  to Turkey for analysis. Following the 
attacks, standard emergency response and police functions were carried out by the Syrian 
National Army Military Police, sometimes alongside Turkish officials, who arrived at the 
scene shortly after the attacks and subsequently inspected, secured and sealed off the areas 
and collected witness testimonies. Victims requiring specialized medical assistance were 
transported to hospitals in Turkey.45

 Findings 

45.  With regard to the use of vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices in the city of 
Afrin (see paras. 41q44 above), no party has claimed responsibility for the two attacks. 
Moreover, while there is insufficient information46 to identify the perpetrator(s) of the two 
shelling and rocket attacks (see paras. 39q40 above), there are significant indications to 
conclude that all four of these attacks launched on and in the city of Afrin were carried out 
by armed group factions or fighters, as opposed to members of State forces. The 
Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that these four attacks may amount to the 
war crime of launching indiscriminate attacks resulting in death or injury to civilians. 
Investigations are ongoing.

B. Violations outside of the context of hostilities 

46. During the period under review, the Commission corroborated repeated patterns of 
systematic looting and property appropriation47 as well as widespread arbitrary deprivation 

42 A/HRC/42/51, para. 56. 
43 See www.unicef.org/press-releases/eleven-children-reported-killed-attack-crowded-market-afrin-northern-syria.
44 IVV eYV ^Z_Zdecjtd +)*2 R__fR] cVa`ce Re hhh'da'X`g'ec(fa]`RU(iIFHRa`c(WZ]Vd(_^j/9$,//+/PeT-

saglik-bakanligi-faaliyet-raporu-2019pdf.pdf. 
45 Ibid. 
46 The Commission sent requests for information about these incidents to several Member States, as 

well as to other entities, dated 30 June and 2 July. By the submission deadline of 30 July, one 
Member State and two other parties had responded. 

47 A/HRC/43/57, paras. 39q42; and A/HRC/42/51, paras. 55q58. 
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of liberty48 aVcaVecReVU Sj gRcZ`fd IjcZR_ DReZ`_R] 7c^j ScZXRUVd Z_ eYV 7WcZ_ R_U HRtd R]-
Ayn regions.49 After civilian property was looted, Syrian National Army fighters and their 
families occupied houses after civilians had fled, 50  or ultimately coerced residents, 
primarily of Kurdish origin, to flee their homes, through threats, extortion, murder, 
abduction, torture and detention. The Commission notes that, during the reporting period, a 
member of Brigade 123 (the Ahrar Al-Sharqiyah Brigade) was sentenced by a military 
T`fce `W eYV rIjcZR_ Z_eVcZ^ X`gVc_^V_es q which is affiliated to the National Coalition of 
Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces q for the deliberate killing of Hevrin Khalaf 
and others in October 2019.51 JYV rIjcZR_ Z_eVcZ^ X`gVc_^V_es R]d` Z_UZTReVU eYRe% Z_ CRj%

it had issued a permanent order on the prohibition of child recruitment. 

 Looting and property appropriation 

47. Throughout the Afrin region, multiple accounts indicate that the property of Kurdish 
owners was looted and appropriated by Syrian National Army members in a coordinated 
manner. For example, in September 2019, civilians in the Shaykh al-Hadid subdistrict (of 
the Afrin region) described how members of Division 14, Brigade 142 (the Suleiman Shah 
Brigade) of the Syrian National Army had gone from door to door instructing Kurdish 
families with fewer than three members to vacate their houses to accommodate individuals 
arriving from outside of Afrin. Others had been forced by Syrian National Army members 
e` aRj R reRis `_ RXcZTf]efcR] YRcgVded `c R dVe R^`f_e `W cV_e Rd R acVT`_UZeZ`_ W`c

remaining in the homes they owned. Families recalled having been extorted for between LS 
10,000 and LS 25,000, depending on their means and ability to pay. 

48. Also in Afrin, in December 2019, a senior member of another Syrian National Army 
brigade went from door to door in a large residential building, requesting proof of 
ownership only from the Kurdish inhabitants. One resident, unable to provide such 
U`Tf^V_eReZ`_% hRd W`cTVU e` RaaVRc Re eYV ScZXRUVtd dVTfcZej `WWZTV% hYVcV YV hRd gVcSR]]j

RSfdVU R_U e`]U rZW Ze hVcV fa e` ^V% ? h`f]U \Z]] VgVcj AfcU Wc`^ * e` 1) jVRcd `]Us' He 
hRd R]d` eYcVReV_VU hZeY UVeV_eZ`_' <VRcZ_X W`c YZd WR^Z]jtd dRWVej% eYV ^R_ W]VU dY`ce]j

thereafter. One woman who approached Turkish officials in Sheikh Hadid district to 
complain about the appropriation of her home was told to speak with the Suleiman Shah 
Brigade, to whom authority had apparently been delegated by Turkey to deal with such 
cases. 

49. IZ^Z]Rc]j e` Z_ 7WcZ_% eYV TZgZ]ZR_ ac`aVceZVd `W AfcUZdY `h_Vcd Z_ eYV HRtd R]-Ayn 
region who had fled battles during Operation Peace Spring52 in October 2019 were also 
appropriated by Syrian National Army forces. Members of Division 22 (the Hamza 
Brigade) of the Syrian National Army engaged in widespread and organized looting and 
ac`aVcej Raac`acZReZ`_ Z_ HRts al-Ayn, including by marking house walls with the names of 
individual brigades. Civilians narrated consistent accounts to the Commission conveying 
their fears about remaining and their inability to return to their homes, which had been 
looted and occupied by the brigades or their families in the immediate aftermath of 
hostilities. On two occasions, civilians recalled being instructed not to return by Syrian 
National Army commanders and fighters. 

50. Looted household items were transported and sold through a coordinated process, 
which may indicate a premeditated policy implemented by several brigades. Such items 
were often moved freely through Syrian National Army-staffed checkpoints by both Syrian 
National Army fighters and senior-ranking members and were stored in ad hoc locations 
such as warehouses, or sold at open markets. In one such case in March, a returnee to Tel 
al-Arisha village found his house looted, including its windows, doors and generators, 
which had also happened to numerous other houses on the same street. A senior member of 
Division 24 (the Sultan Murad Brigade) of the Syrian National Army sold back to him his 

48 A/HRC/43/57, paras. 39q40. 
49 The Commission sent related information requests to Turkey and to the Syrian National Army, on 30 June and 2 July 

respectively. 
50 A/HRC/43/57, para. 48. 
51 Ibid., para. 58. 
52 Ibid. 



A/HRC/45/31 

12

own household goods from a warehouse that was being used as a storage point for looted 
goods. He fled immediately thereafter. 

51. In another case, the home of a Kurdish family was appropriated by members of 
Division 22 (the Hamza Brigade) and later converted Z_e` R_ Z_deZefeV W`c GfctR_ZT defUZVd
run by a Turkish NGO, the Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian 
Relief' E_ ++ @f_V% Zed `WWZTZR] `aV_Z_X hRd Z_RfXfcReVU Sj eYV X`gVc_`c `W |R_]yfcWR
(Turkey). Reports of the use of civilian houses for military purposes by Turkish ground 
forces in Dawoudiya village have also been received. The residents of Dawoudiya have 
been prevented from returning to their homes, some of which were destroyed between April 
and June, while other houses have been appropriated for military purposes by Turkish 
armed forces (see annex II). 

 Unlawful deprivation of liberty, torture and ill-treatment 

52. As their properties were systematically looted and appropriated by Syrian National 
Army forces, civilians approached senior Syrian National Army members in the Afrin and 
HRtd R]-Ayn regions to lodge complaints. In response, many found themselves threatened, 
extorted or detained by Syrian National Army members, while others were abducted and 
forced to pay ransom directly to Syrian National Army senior members for their release. 
The Commission remains concerned by the prevalent and recurrent use of hostage-taking 
by Syrian National Army forces. 

53. HVXRcUZ_X Z_TZUV_ed `W UVeV_eZ`_% TZgZ]ZR_d Z_ S`eY HRtd R]-Ayn and Afrin were most 
often detained by Syrian National Army members for their alleged past links to the self-
administration, and were deprived of access to legal counsel, and on some occasions, 
interrogated by Turkish officials with the assistance of interpreters prior to or while in 
detention.53 In most cases documented by the Commission, civilians were detained in the 
Afrin central prison or in an underground unit of the Syrian National Army Military Police 
headquarters located in the building of a former commercial high school in Afrin. The unit 
is comprised of five larger cells and four solitary confinement cells. Others were taken to 
unknown detention sites. 

54. In detention, civilians q primarily of Kurdish origin q were beaten, tortured, denied 
food or water, and interrogated about their faith and ethnicity. One boy described to the 
Commission how he had been detained by the Syrian National Army Military Police in the 
city of Afrin in mid-2019, and held for five months in the Syrian National Army 
headquarters, before being transferred to the Afrin central prison and released in March 
2020. While detained, both Syrian National Army members and Turkish-speaking officials 
dressed in military fatigues were present. The boy was handcuffed and hung from a ceiling. 
He was then blindfolded and repeatedly beaten with plastic tubes. The boy described how 
the officers interrogated him about his alleged links to the self-administration. In another 
case, two women were detained by the Syrian National Army in November 2019, at a 
TYVT\a`Z_e `aVcReVU [`Z_e]j hZeY Jfc\ZdY `WWZTZR]d Z_ eYV HRtd R]-Ayn region, when returning 
to their homes. One of the victims described how, during interrogation, she had been 
threatened with rape and beaten on the head by Syrian National Army members, in the 
presence of Turkish officials. The Commission also received information on joint arrest 
operations launched by the Syrian National Army Military Police and Turkish police forces 
in Afrin, including criminal forensic units. 

55. Syrian National Army forces also held civilians in undisclosed detention sites. For 
example, on 29 May, video footage widely circulated in the media showed members of 
Division 22 (the Hamza Brigade) rushing out from an undisclosed detention facility, while 
ushering 11 women, including one Yazidi and three Kurdish women, and a baby boy to 
another location. The Commission confirmed that some of the women had been detained by 
Hamza Brigade members since 2018. At the time of writing, their current location remains 
unknown. 

53 A/HRC/40/70, para. 66. 
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56. Other women belonging to the Yazidi religious minority were also detained by 
Syrian National Army forces, and on at least one occasion were urged to convert to Islam 
during an interrogation. Similarly, the Commission is currently investigating reports that at 
]VRde -2 AfcUZdY R_U NRkZUZ h`^V_ hVcV UVeRZ_VU Z_ S`eY HRtd R]-Ayn and Afrin by Syrian 
National Army members between November 2019 and July 2020. 

57. The Commission also obtained information that indicates that Syrian nationals, 
Z_T]fUZ_X h`^V_% hY` hVcV UVeRZ_VU Sj eYV IjcZR_ DReZ`_R] 7c^j Z_ eYV HRtd R]-Ayn 
region were subsequently transferred by Turkish forces to Turkey, indicted for crimes that 
h`f]U YRgV SVV_ T`^^ZeeVU Z_ eYV HRtd R]-Ayn region, on charges including murder or 
membership of a terrorist organization, under Turkish criminal law. 

58. Furthermore, the Commission is concerned at reports that Syrian National Army 
forces are recruiting children to be used in hostilities outside of the territory of the Syrian 
Arab Republic.54

 Sexual and gender-based violence 

59. The situation for other Kurdish women remains precarious. Since 2019, Kurdish 
women throughout the Afrin and HRtd R]-Ayn regions have faced acts of intimidation by 
Syrian National Army brigade members, engendering a pervasive climate of fear which in 
effect confined them to their homes.55 Women and girls have also been detained by Syrian 
National Army fighters, and subjected to rape and sexual violence q causing severe 
physical and psychological harm at the individual level, as well as at the community level, 
`hZ_X e` deZX^R R_U Tf]efcR] _`c^d cV]ReVU e` ZUVReZ`_d `W rWV^R]V Y`_`fcs'56

60. During the period under review, cases of sexual violence against women and men at 
one detention facility in Afrin were documented. On two occasions, in an apparent effort to 
humiliate, extract confessions and instil fear within male detainees, Syrian National Army 
Military Police officers forced male detainees to witness the rape of a minor. On the first 
day, the minor was threatened with being raped in front of the men, but the rape did not 
proceed. The following day, the same minor was gang-raped, as the male detainees were 
beaten and forced to watch in an act that amounts to torture.57 One eyewitness recalled that 
Turkish officials had been present in the facility on the first day, when the rape was 
aborted, suggesting their presence may have acted as a deterrent. Another detainee was 
gang-raped in the same facility some weeks after this incident. 

61. The Commission received further information that families from Tall Abyad chose 
not to return to their homes, fearing rape and sexual violence perpetrated by Syrian 
National Army members. At least 30 women had reportedly been raped in February alone. 
A former judge in Afrin confirmed that Syrian National Army fighters had been charged 
with rape and sexual violence carried out during house raids in the region, however none 
had been convicted, but rather had been released after a few days. 

62. The Commission also received reports of forced marriage and the abduction of 
AfcUZdY h`^V_ Z_ 7WcZ_ R_U HRtd R]-Ayn, which primarily involved members of Division 
24 (the Sultan Murad Brigade) of the Syrian National Army. In January, a woman was 
abducted by a member of the Brigade, who forcibly married her and divorced her shortly 
thereafter. 

 Attacks against cultural property 

63. Syrian National Army members also looted and destroyed religious and 
archaeological sites of profound significance in the Afrin region. For example, Syrian 
National Army forces looted and excavated ancient artefacts, including mosaics, from the 

54 See also www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25970&LangID 
=E&fbclid=IwAR0xKFfdKKvbdfnRRHTQAC5q-rDDwJFyEfpA3_Nwe8knCpsCl1cSU5S1_nk. 

55 A/HRC/43/57, paras. 88q90. 
56 A/HRC/29/27/Add.3, para. 19. 
57 International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, Prosecutor v. 'EKF *LILE;X@A8, IT-95-17/1-T, 

judgment of 10 December 1998, paras. 127 and 129. 
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Hellenistic archaeological site of Cyrrhus as well as the Ain Dara temple, protected by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 58 Satellite 
imagery showed that both sites had likely been bulldozed between 2019 and 2020 (see 
annex II).  

64. In April 2020, several Yazidi shrines and graveyards were deliberately looted and 
partially destroyed across locations throughout the Afrin region, such as Qastel Jindo, 
Qibar, Jindayris and Sharran, further challenging the precarious existence of the Yazidi 
community as a religious minority in Syrian National Army-controlled regions, 59  and 
impacting both the tangible and intangible aspects of their cultural heritage, including 
traditional practices and rites.60

 Findings 

65. The Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that Syrian National Army 
fighters, in particular members of Division 14, Brigade 142 (the Suleiman Shah Brigade), 
Division 22 (the Hamza Brigade) and Division 24 (the Sultan Murad Brigade), repeatedly 
aVcaVecReVU eYV hRc TcZ^V `W aZ]]RXV Z_ S`eY eYV 7WcZ_ R_U HRtd R]-Ayn regions (see paras. 
47q51 and 64 above) and may also be responsible for the war crime of destroying or seizing 
the property of an adversary.61

66. The Commission also has reasonable grounds to believe that Syrian National Army 
members committed the war crimes of hostage-taking (see para. 55 above), cruel treatment 
and torture (see para. 54 above),62 and rape,63 which may also amount to torture64 (see para. 
60 above). Syrian National Army members also looted and destroyed cultural property, in 
violation of international humanitarian law (see paras. 63q64 above).65

67. In addition, the Commission notes that, in areas under effective Turkish control, 
Turkey carries a responsibility to, as far as possible, ensure public order and safety, and to 
afford special protection to women and children.66 Turkey remains bound by applicable 
human rights treaty obligations vis-à-vis all individuals present in such territories.67

68. In this regard, the Commission notes the allegations that Turkish forces were aware 
of incidents of looting and appropriation of civilian property and that they were present in 
detention facilities run by the Syrian National Army where the ill-treatment of detainees 
was rampant, including during interrogation sessions when torture took place. In failing to 
intervene in both cases, Turkish forces may have violated the above-mentioned obligations 
of Turkey. 

69. The Commission further notes that transfers of Syrians detained by the Syrian 
National Army to Turkish territory may amount to the war crime of unlawful deportation of 
protected persons (see para. 57 above). 68  Such transfers provide further indication of 
collaboration and joint operations between Turkey and the Syrian National Army for the 
purpose of detention and intelligence-gathering. The Commission continues to investigate 
the precise extent to which various Syrian National Army brigades and Turkish forces have 
formed a joint command and control hierarchy and notes that, if any armed group members 

58 The Commission has previously documented that the Ain Dara temple was damaged on 21 January 
2018; see A/HRC/39/65, para. 19. 

59 A/HRC/42/51, para. 88. 
60 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, art. 1. 
61 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) rules 52 and 156. 
62 ICRC rules 90, 96 and 156. 
63 ICRC rules 93 and 156. 
64 See, for example, International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, 1IFJ<:LKFI M# -LE8I8:! -FM8Z

8E; 6LBFM@Y, IT-96-23 and IT-96-23/1-A, judgment of 12 June 2002, para. 150. 
65 ICRC rule 40. 
66 See A/HRC/34/CRP.3, para. 103, available from 

www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/ListReports.aspx. 
67 Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory 

Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, paras. 107q113; and see European Court of Human Rights, Al-Skeini 
and others v. United Kingdom (application no. 55721/07), judgment of 7 July 2011, paras. 138q149. 

68 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, art. 147. 
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were shown to be acting under the effective command and control of Turkish forces, 
violations by these actors may entail criminal responsibility for such commanders who 
knew or should have known about the crimes, or failed to take all necessary and reasonable 
measures to prevent or repress their commission.69

 V. Dayr al-Zawr, Raqqah and Hasakah 

70. In the reporting period, Dayr al-Zawr and Hasakah Governorates witnessed an 
increase in attacks targeting the international counter-ISIL coalition and the Syrian 
Democratic Forces. Attacks also took place in Raqqah Governorate on the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, as well as on government forces, as ISIL increasingly resorted to 
Rdj^^VecZT eRTeZTd' 7e eYV dR^V eZ^V% 2)%))) IjcZR_d% ?cRbZd R_U `eYVc reYZcU-country 
_ReZ`_R]ds% acVU`^Znantly women and children, with presumed family links to ISIL 
members,70 were confined in overcrowded displacement camps. Outside the camps, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces and related entities detained and tortured civilians, and continued 
to use children in military roles. 

 Camps in the north-east 

71. Individuals allegedly associated with ISIL, including children and Yazidi 
survivors,71 continue to be held in Al-Hawl camp in squalid living conditions with meagre 
prospects of exiting or returning to their home country.72 The Commission has noted that 
persons deprived of their liberty must be informed promptly, in a language that he or she 
understands, of the reasons for internment. They must also have the right to challenge, with 
the least possible delay, the lawfulness of his or her detention in these camps. Such a 
review must be carried out by an independent and impartial body.73 Tens of thousands of 
women and children, both Syrian and third-country nationals, have now been confined in 
Al-Hawl and other camps since the Baghuz offensive in early 2019, without access to the 
necessary legal safeguards. 

72. Worryingly, conditions in the camps across the north-east deteriorated in the 
reporting period, with medical services reportedly being stripped down to skeletal levels 
due to COVID-19. Camp authorities and the self-administration also reported that the 
T]`dfcV `W eYV NRtcfSZjRY Tc`ddZ_X cVUfTVU eYV dfdeRZ_RSZ]Zej `W ]ZgZ_X T`_UZeZ`_d UfV e` eYV

inability to provide humanitarian assistance. Between 10 and 12 June, in the annex to Al-
Hawl camp, all services, except food and water, were suspended, without notice being 
given to humanitarian agencies, for all foreign women and children during a registration 
exercise.74 During the exercise, biometric data were collected from women in the annex.75

73. The camp conditions, combined with the previous experience of conflict, continues 
to have a significant psychological impact, particularly on children and Yazidi survivors.76

One NGO worker noted how a 10-year-old girl had lost her communication skills due to 
trauma, and could only communicate through drawing.77 At least 75 unaccompanied third-
country national children across the Al-Hawl and Al-Roj camps are particularly vulnerable, 
and in May 2020, eight special procedures of the Human Rights Council called upon 
Member States to repatriate a five-year-old Canadian girl due to the inhuman conditions in 

69 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, art. 28. See also A/HRC/43/57, para. 59. 
70 See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25986&LangID=E. 

According to United Nations data, 65,516 people were in Al-Hawl camp and 1,772 in Al-Roj camp as 
at 1 July 2020. 

71 A/HRC/42/51, para. 88. 
72 A/HRC/43/57, para. 60. 
73 A/HRC/37/72, paras. 12q18 and annex III. 
74 See www.facebook.com/smensyria/posts/1338333119689955. 
75 See https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Al%20Hol%20Snapshot_26Jul2020.pdf.
76 A/HRC/42/51, para. 88. 
77 See https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/17512/pdf/childrens_crisis_report_06052020.pdf. 
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Al-Hawl.78 In this regard, the Commission has consistently called upon Member States to 
repatriate children and mothers in camps in accordance with their obligations under 
international law,79 however 2020 witnessed minimal repatriation of those in camps.80

74. In December 2019, the self-administration formalized criteria for the release of 
Syrians in Al-Hawl, noting that priority should be given to the sick and elderly, to the 
persons who had been kept the longest, to persons with Syrian identity documents and to 
eY`dV hZeY recfdeh`ceYjs da`_d`cd' ?_ T`ccVda`_UV_TV hZeY eYV 9`^^ZddZ`_% eYV dV]W-
administration further elaborated on the procedure for release through this system. The 
Commission welcomes the fact that between December 2019 and February 2020, 
approximately 1,500 individuals were released. 

 Unlawful deprivation of liberty 

75. The Commission documented eight cases of arbitrary detention of civil society 
workers, political activists and persons of Arab ethnicity by the Syrian Democratic Forces 
R_U RWWZ]ZReVU AfcUZdY FV`a]Vtd Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed(M`^V_td Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed% Z_T]fUZ_X Sj

their military intelligence. Civilians were apprehended in towns in Raqqah and Hasakah 
Governorates and held in various intelligence facilities under the control of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, as well as in Ghweran Prison, the Al-Shadadi prison, the former 
Raqqah juvenile prison, and Ayed, Al-Aid and Ayn al-Arab (Kobani) prisons and were kept 
incommunicado in nearly all cases. The self-administration has outlined the legal 
safeguards for detainees, however the majority of interviewees reported that they had 
received no information on the charges or evidence against them, and nor had they had 
access to legal representation or been able to have their deprivation of liberty reviewed by a 
competent judicial authority. In four cases, individuals indicated that they had been 
interrogated on multiple occasions by representatives of the United States security services 
during their periods of detention in Syrian Democratic Forces facilities. 

76. In line with previously documented cases, incidents of torture and ill-treatment were 
also reported. 81  For example, a member of an Arab tribe had been held by Syrian 
Democratic Forces military intelligence in incommunicado detention from March 2019 
until March 2020, and accused of collaborating with Turkey. He had been held in military 
intelligence facilieZVd Z_ >RhRc_R% :RcSRdZjRY% CR]\ZjRY R_U NRtcfSZjRY R_U Z_ R ^R\VdYZWe
prison in Al-Shadadi. The majority of time in detention had been spent in solitary 
confinement, with minimal food and water, and he had been regularly beaten by Syrian 
Democratic Forces military intelligence. He was released following a negotiated agreement 
with local tribes. In another case, a political activist was detained by Syrian Democratic 
Forces military intelligence in November 2019 and held in solitary confinement in Hasakah 
prison for the majority of his detention. He was regularly beaten and suffered a broken rib. 
The interviewee described being hung with his arms behind his back and kept in that 
position from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., resulting in paralysis to a number of fingers. He alleged that 
he had been tortured, including by electrocution and having weights attached to his genitals. 
Threats of rape had also been made.

 Administration of justice 

77. According to the self-administration, as at 12 June 2020, 1,881 Syrians had been 
convicted for association with ISIL, whereas no trials of third-country nationals for 
association with ISIL had been held. In total, some 8,650 detainees had been brought to 

78 See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25899&LangID=E. Since 
this appeal, the girl has reportedly been moved out of the camp to an unknown location. 

79 A/HRC/43/57, para. 103 (e). 
80 See A/HRC/43/CRP.6, available from www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/ 

Session43/Pages/ListReports.aspx. Only five countries repatriated individuals in the first six months 
of 2020, according to the self-administration. 

81 See www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/AWayForward_DetentionInSyria.pdf. 
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trial, and had been either convicted or acquitted, with 1,600 detainees awaiting judicial 
processes.82

78. Regarding juvenile justice, the self-administration reported that, in June 2020, 110 
children between 12 and 18 years of age were present in the Houri Rehabilitation Centre,83

on the basis of their association with ISIL. The Centre was reportedly full at the time of 
finalization of the present report. While the Commission welcomes the granting of access to 
the Centre to United Nations child protection partners, 84  it notes the importance of 
adherence to fair trial and juvenile justice standards.85 Interviewees involved in judicial 
processes reported that representatives were not allowed access to the children during 
interrogations in which confessions were induced, and lawyers were only appointed once 
charges had been filed by prosecutors. Moreover, numerous detainees reported that children 
were also held in other detention facilities, including the Allaya and Hasakah prisons. The 
majority of these children had also been accused of affiliation with ISIL or had been 
recruited Sj IjcZR_ :V^`TcReZT <`cTVd(AfcUZdY FV`a]Vtd Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed R_U RTTfdVU `W
offences including spying. Adults released from these facilities reported that children were 
held in the same cells as adults at certain periods. It was not clear whether these children 
had been charged with any offence. 

 Recruitment of children 

79. In a welcome development, 51 girls from 13 to 17 years of age were removed from 
eYV cR_\d `W M`^V_td Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed Z_ VRc]j +)+) R_U hVcV Y`fdVU Z_ R rcVYRSZ]ZeReZ`_

TV_ecVs' ;ZXYeVen boys were also in the process of being formally released at the time of 
reporting.86 The Commission welcomes the commitments and releases made by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces.87 At the same time, it documented six accounts of the recruitment and 
use of boys, and two of girls, by the Syrian Democratic Forces-RWWZ]ZReVU AfcUZdY FV`a]Vtd
Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed(M`^V_td Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed' 7 _f^SVc `W Z_TZUV_ed `W Z_ZeZR] cVTcfZe^V_e

predate the start of the reporting period, however the violation was ongoing in 2020. One 
15-year-`]U S`j hRd cVTcfZeVU Sj V]V^V_ed `W eYV AfcUZdY FV`a]Vtd Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed Z_
northern Aleppo in October 2019. Subsequently, the father received phone calls from 
aV`a]V T]RZ^Z_X e` SV Wc`^ eYV AfcUZdY FV`a]Vtd Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed% eV]]Z_X YZ^ e` stop 
looking for his son. In another instance, a girl was recruited at the age of 14 by the 
M`^V_td Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed Z_ +)*/' ?_ 7acZ] +)+)% eYV WR^Z]j cVTVZgVU R aY`_V TR]] Wc`^

V]V^V_ed `W eYV M`^V_td Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zed T]RZ^Z_X eYRe eYV XZc] YRU T`^^ZeeVd suicide. 
The family was provided with a death certificate with scant details about the cause of death. 
JYV WR^Z]j cVbfVdeVU R_ Z_gVdeZXReZ`_ Z_e` YVc UVReY% Rd eYVj U`fSeVU eYV M`^V_td

Fc`eVTeZ`_ K_Zedt gVcdZ`_ `W VgV_ed'

 Findings 

80. The Commission finds that there are reasonable grounds to believe that members of 
the Syrian Democratic Forces and related entities may have committed the war crime of 
cruel treatment and ill-treatment of those deprived of liberty in military intelligence 
facilities.88 The Commission also has reasonable grounds to believe that in holding tens of 
thousands of individuals in Hawl camp and its annex, the majority of them children, for 18 
months with no legal recourse, the Syrian Democratic Forces have held these individuals in 
inhuman conditions.89 The self-administration has communicated with the Commission and 
highlighted its assessment of the potential security threat posed by those in camps, however 

82 According to a non-public submission. 
83 A/HRC/43/57, para. 98. 
84 A/74/845-S/2020/525, para. 181. 
85 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice, rule 7.1; and 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, art. 14. 
86 A/74/845-S/2020/525, para. 181. 
87 Ibid., and see https://sdf-press.com/en/2020/07/military-instructions-issued-by-the-general-command-

of-the-syrian-democratic-forces/. 
88 ICRC rules 156 and 90. 
89 A/HRC/40/70, para. 92. 
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those interned comprise children, elderly persons, infirm persons and others who could not 
reasonably be perceived to represent an imperative security risk. Therefore, in many 
instances, the ongoing internment of these individuals continues to amount to unlawful 
deprivation of liberty.90

 VI. Idlib Governorate and western Aleppo 

81. In its recent report on Idlib Governorate and western Aleppo, covering the period 
between November 2019 and June 2020, the Commission documented 52 emblematic 
attacks by all parties that led to civilian casualties and/or damage to civilian infrastructure.91

These battles were marked by war crimes, including launching indiscriminate attacks 
resulting in death or injury to civilians. Continuing previously established patterns, the 
Commission also documented attacks against medical facilities, schools and markets, which 
deprived scores of civilians of access to health care, education and food. 

82. The battles displaced nearly 1 million people. The Commission found that pro-
government forces may have perpetrated the crimes against humanity of forcible transfer, 
murder and other inhumane acts92 UfcZ_X eYV `WWV_dZgVd `_ CRtRccRe R]-Dft^R_ !dVT`_U
half of December 2019), Ariha (29 January 2020), Atarib (between 10 and 14 February 
2020) and Darat Izzah (17 February 2020). 

83. When civilians fled, HaytRe JRYcZc R]-Sham pillaged their homes. In restive areas 
f_UVc Zed T`_ec`]% ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham also committed the war crimes of 
murder; of passing sentences and carrying out executions without previous judgment 
pronounced by a regularly constituted court; and of cruel treatment, ill-treatment and 
torture.93

A. Pro-government forces 

84. In areas retaken by pro-X`gVc_^V_e W`cTVd% Z_T]fUZ_X CRtRccRe R]-Dft^R_ R_U
Saraqib, incidents of looting persisted, while a number of fires affecting agricultural crops 
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population were documented.94 By early June, 
following a lull in hostilities, some displaced civilians returned 95 only to flee again as 
fighting resumed. For example, on 9 June, at around 6.30 a.m., at least three airstrikes were 
carried out by pro-government forces within a span of 10 minutes, impacting a residential 
area and adjacent agricultural fields, situated some 200 metres from a maternity hospital in 
Balyun village.96 At least three civilian homes were destroyed, while a man and a woman, 
both previously displaced, were killed. Five others were injured inside their home, 
including two girls and one boy aged between 4 and 14 years. The wounded were brought 
to the city of Idlib, as there was no operational hospital in the vicinity of Balyun. 

85. Imagery and video footage obtained by the Commission indicate the use of a blast 
weapon with wide-area effects, such as highly explosive unguided fragmentation bombs 
(likely of 250 to 300 kg). With regard to potential military targets, the Commission sought 
but did not receive information from pro-government forces, while it received reports of 
there being two Turkish military posts located approximately 1 kilometre from the 
impacted location.97

90 ICRC rules 99 and 87. See also A/HRC/37/72, paras. 12q18. 
91 A/HRC/44/61. 
92 Ibid. 
93 Ibid.; and ICRC rules 156 and 90. 
94 Ibid. See also A/HRC/42/51, paras. 49 and 53. 
95 Approximately 204,000 spontaneous returns have been recorded in the north-west of the Syrian Arab 

Republic since January 2020, including nearly 26,000 people who returned in June, primarily to 
southern and eastern Idlib. See https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/recent-developments-
northwest-syria-situation-report-no-17-13-july-2020.

96 The adjacent dentistry building had already been hit in an airstrike on 23 February. See A/HRC/44/61. 
97 Note verbales were sent to the Syrian Arab Republic and the Russian Federation on 30 June 2020. 
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 Findings 

86. Based on the above, the Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that, on 9 
June in Balyun village, pro-government forces may have committed the war crime of 
launching an indiscriminate attack resulting in death or injury to civilians.98

B. Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham 

87. Between November 2019 and June 2020, and in a pattern previously documented by 
the Commission,99 ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham in Aleppo and Idlib Governorates 
continued to brutally impose their stringent ideologies on local populations, including 
through acts of arbitrary detention of individuals expressing dissent. Moreover, they 
detained, tortured and executed civilians who opposed their oppressive rule.100

88. :fcZ_X UV^`_decReZ`_d SVehVV_ +2 7acZ] R_U * CRj% >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham beat 
and detained participants.101 On 1 May, a van drove into a group of protestors, injuring at 
]VRde `_V% hYVcVfa`_ ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham opened fire, killing one protestor 
and injuring two others. On 10 June, 13 journalists who filmed the passage of a Russian-
Jfc\ZdY [`Z_e aRec`] R]`_X eYV C- YZXYhRj hVcV SVReV_ Sj ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-
Sham, who forced them to stop filming. 

89. CV^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham also detained individuals over land disputes and 
W`c cVWfdZ_X e` aRj reRiVds W`c dVcgZTVd ac`gZUVU Sj eYVZc rdR]gReZ`_ X`gVc_^V_es'102 One 
^R_ cVTR]]VU Y`h YV YRU SVV_ Z_ZeZR]]j df^^`_VU Sj >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-IYR^ ra`]ZTVs R_U
had subsequently been held for five months in various detention facilities. In detention, he 
was beaten with a cable, handcuffed and hung from the ceiling in his cell, and thereafter 
forced to thumbprint a statement acknowledging that he had incited others against the 
terrorist group. He was tYV_ ecR_dWVccVU e` eYV >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-IYR^ rTcZ^Z_R] dVTfcZej
ScR_TYs R_U Sc`fXYe SVW`cV R rTcZ^Z_R] T`fces% hRd _VgVc Z_W`c^VU `W eYV TYRcXVd RXRZ_de

him and was sentenced to prison for unknown reasons. 

 Findings 

90. Based on the above, the Commission finds that there are reasonable grounds to 
SV]ZVgV eYRe ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe JRYcZc R]-Sham committed the war crimes of murder (see 
para. 88 above), cruel treatment and torture (see para. 89 above).103 Moreover, in instituting 
^R\VdYZWe T`fced hY`dV ac`TVUfcVd WR]] WRc dY`ce `W WRZc ecZR] deR_URcUd% ^V^SVcd `W >RjtRe

Tahrir al-Sham denied essential judicial guarantees to persons convicted through such 
quasi-legal processes, and consequently, imposing continued detention following such 
procedures amounts to an unlawful deprivation of liberty.104

 VII. Recommendations 

91. The Commission reiterates its previous recommendations and again calls upon 
all parties to: 

(a) Pursue a long-lasting, nationwide ceasefire, in line with Security Council 
resolution 2254 (2015), that allows Syrians to focus on tackling the COVID-19 
pandemic, and creates the conditions for meaningful peace talks – building on the 

98 ICRC rule 156. 
99 See A/HRC/44/61. 

100 Ibid. 
101 Ibid. 
102 The Commission documented additional cases of detention involving journalists, media activists, aid 

workers and individuals expressing dissent, which occurred in prior reporting periods. See also 
A/HRC/43/57, paras. 37q38; and A/HRC/44/61. 

103 Art. 3 common to the 1949 Geneva Conventions; and ICRC rule 156. 
104 ICRC rule 100. 
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reduction in the level of violence in the Syrian Arab Republic since the onset of the 
pandemic; 

(b) Ensure immediate and large-scale prisoner releases. Worldwide, States 
have recognized that overcrowded prisons are breeding grounds for COVID-19 and 
have urgently implemented such steps. Given the dire detention conditions in the 
Syrian Arab Republic, all makeshift and temporary places of detention should be 
closed and steps taken to drastically improve health conditions in formal prisons and 
detention centres; 

(c) Immediately cease torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, including sexual and gender-based violence, in places of 
detention; cease all forms of incommunicado detention and release all persons 
arbitrarily detained; and take all feasible measures, under Security Council resolution 
2474 (2019), to search for and reveal the fates of those detained and/or disappeared, 
and further establish an effective channel of communication with families to ensure 
that their legal, economic and psychological needs are addressed adequately; 

(d) Immediately cease sexual and gender-based violence against women, 
girls, men and boys, and take urgent measures to discipline or dismiss individuals 
under their command responsible for such acts. 

92. Furthermore, in light of the economic crisis, food insecurity and the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Commission calls upon all parties as well as the international 
community and individual Member States to ensure and facilitate unfettered access 
for independent humanitarian, protection and human rights organizations in every 
part of the country, including to places of confinement or detention. All obstacles to 
humanitarian aid should be removed, including those unintentionally caused by 
sanctions that have overly cumbersome humanitarian exemption procedures. The 
Commission reiterates the calls made by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to ease or waive 
sectoral sanctions imposed on countries in order to ensure access to food, essential 
health supplies and COVID-19 medical support. 

93. The Commission recommends that members of the Syrian National Army 
immediately cease all looting of civilian property, including of religious and 
archaeological sites, return such property to its owners, and discipline or dismiss those 
individuals responsible and make the findings public. In this regard, the Commission 
recommends that Turkey exert more efforts to ensure public order and safety in the 
areas under its control to prevent such violations by the Syrian National Army, and 
refrain from using civilian homes for military purposes. 

94. The Commission recommends that the Syrian Democratic Forces make further 
efforts to end child recruitment by the Syrian Democratic Forces-affiliated Kurdish 
People’s Protection Units and Women’s Protection Units.

95. The Commission reiterates its recommendation to Member States to repatriate 
their nationals in the Syrian Arab Republic who are allegedly associated with ISIL, in 
particular children with their mothers, in accordance with the best interests of the 
child, and also in light of the dire camp conditions. 

96. Given its findings on violations in the present report, the Commission repeats 
its recommendation for all Member States to continue seeking accountability, and 
reiterates its readiness to continue to assist in this endeavour, in close cooperation 
with the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism. 
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Annex I 

 Map of the Syrian Arab Republic105

105 The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Annex II 

 Satellite imagery 

A. Extensive terrain movements and visible bulldozed areas of the Ain–

Dara Temple, Afrin region, Aleppo Governorate, protected by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), between September 2019 and April 2020. 

DigitalGlobe WorldView-2 image collected 28 September 2019 08:36 (GMT+3) 

(© DigitalGlobe 2019) 

Analysis conducted by UNITAR-UNOSAT. 
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DigitalGlobe WorldView-1 image collected 17 April 2020 08:36 (GMT+3) 

(© DigitalGlobe 2020) 

Analysis conducted by UNITAR-UNOSAT. 
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B.B. Hellenistic archaeological site of Cyrrhus, Afrin region, Aleppo 
Governorate, between September 2019 and June 2020

DigitalGlobe WorldView-2 image collected 28 September 2019 08:36 (GMT+3)

(© DigitalGlobe 2019)

Analysis conducted by UNITAR-UNOSAT.

Airbus D&S Pléiades image collected 26 June 2020 08:54 (GMT+3)

(© Airbus D&S 2020)

Analysis conducted by UNITAR-UNOSAT.
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C. Destruction of civilian houses between October 2019 and May 2020 in 
Dawoudiya village, Hasakah governorate 

DigitalGlobe WorldView-2 image collected 8 May 2020 08:23 (GMT+3), WorldView-3 image

collected on 27 January 2020 08:32 (GMT+3) and WorldView-2 image collected on 9 October 

2019 08:32 (GMT+3)

(© DigitalGlobe 2019q2020) 

Analysis conducted by UNITAR-UNOSAT.
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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

INTRODUCTION

The Republic of Turkey has so far launched two major invasions into the territory 

of North and East Syria (NES) – in early 2018 and again in late 2019 - as well as fur-

ther incoursion into Syrian Arab-majority territory between Afrin and Kobane in 

2016. While international human rights groups have rightly decried these invasions 

and their subsequent occupations for the litany of human rights abuses that they 

have caused, international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Western gov-

ernments, and international media do not yet treat the ethnic cleansing campaign 

conducted by a NATO-partner country with the gravity it deserves and, at times, 

obscure the true nature of the occupation. To name just one instance, a February 

16th, 2021 New York Times article spoke of Turkish forces “protecting” Syrian Arab 

refugees who Turkey itself had resettled to Afrin in an attempt at engineering demo-

graphic change on their border.1 

This new quarterly report by the Rojava Information Center will shine a light on the 

gross human rights violations occurring in occupied Afrin and what we have termed 

the ‘M4 Strip’ (the territory north of the M4 highway occupied in 2019, including 

the cities of Sere Kaniye and Tel Abyad). The goal of these quarterly reports is to 

XZM[MV\ NWZMQOV WtKQIT[# NMTTW_ RW]ZVITQ[\[ IVL ZM[MIZKPMZ[# IVL QV\MZM[\ML ZMILMZ[

with a clear picture of which crimes are being committed, how often, and by whom. 

We hope to provide up-to-date information and highlight trends in crime statistics. 

Additionally, the testimonies section seeks give a face and a name to the data we 

have collected.

METHODOLOGY

This report was written on the basis of RIC’s own OSINT research, in close collabora-

tion with the ‘Afrin Human Rights Organization,’ a local NGO which collects on-the-

OZW]VL# rZ[\$PIVL \M[\QUWVQM[% EM IT[W [PIZML QVNWZUI\QWV IVL KWWXMZI\ML _Q\P

the ‘Hevdestî Association’, an advocacy organization for victims of the Turkish oc-

cupation of the M4 Strip, based in Qamishlo. ‘Syrians for Truth and Justice,’ and the 

‘Violations Documentation Center in Northern Syria,’ two national NGOs who keep 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/16/world/middleeast/syria-turkey-erdogan-afrin.html
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independent databases on Afrin and the M4 Strip, were also consulted. These data 

were compared against research by the ‘Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,’ a 

UK-based organization. RIC faced particular challenges collecting reliable and com-

plete data from the M4 Strip, as the area had a less well-established native news 

media landscape even before the invasion and fewer informants operate there. For 

this reason, graphs in the Quarterly Report section are based on Afrin only.

Additionally, RIC reviewed locals news articles from ‘Afrin Post’, ‘Ezdina’, and ‘Docu-

menting Rights Violations in Sere Kaniye/Ras al-Ayn’ in order to corroborate viola-

tions data.

Furthermore, RIC travelled to Shehba and Aleppo to collect in-depth testimonies 

from eight victims of human rights violations in Afrin, as well as interviews with 

dozens of other victims and with representatives from ‘Afrin Human Rights Organi-

zation.’ Due to security concerns for victims and their families, some accounts have 

had to be anonymized. Moreover, fearing for family members still in occupied areas, 

many victims refuse to speak on the record about their experiences, or do so only 

with people outside of NES. Collecting evidence of gender-based violence is espe-

KQITTa LQtK]T\# I[ [WKQIT [\QOUI WN\MV XZM^MV\[ _WUMV IVL OQZT[ NZWU [XMISQVO IJW]\

their experiences.

RIC also drew on reports by the United Nations, the European Parliament, as well 

as academic articles. Historical information is based on previous RIC reports, or on 

third-party sources where quoted.  

Maps were developed with the help of ‘Afrin Human Rights Organization’, the 

‘Hevdestî Association’, as well as military sources and witness testimonies. RIC could 

not independently verify all faction ownerships, though some prison locations could 

JM KWVrZUML _Q\P \PM PMTX WN [I\MTTQ\M LI\I% EQ\VM[[ \M[\QUWVQM[ IT[W PMTXML \W

pinpoint militias to single villages and towns. Nonetheless, RIC makes no claim to 

completeness.

All maps and graphics were produced by mapmaker and designer Eduardo Artika 

(@LCarabinier).
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THE TURKISH WAR OFFENSIVES & WAR CRIMES

2018 AFRIN INVASION

In January 2018, the Turkish army and accompanying proxy militias launched an 

invasion of  Kurdish-majority Afrin, a canton of NES since 2014. The military opera-

tion against this olive-rich region of Syria, sardonically christened ‘Operation Olive 

Branch,’ included air strikes on over 100 locations, as well as an invasion force of 

6,400 Turkish troops and up to 25,000 Syrian militiamen, including former members 

of ISIS, al-Nusra and other fundamentalist groups.2 3 Turkey based its aggression on 

the claim that Afrin had been the base for 700 cross-border attacks, though upon 

closer inspection, the BBC found only 26 such instances in the previous year, and 

merely 15 launched from Afrin itself.4 2NZQV PIL [MMV ^QZ\]ITTa VW rOP\QVO [QVKM (&''%

The canton’s population - 92% Kurdish by some estimates - swelled to up to half 

a million during the early stages of Syria’s Civil War, as internally-displaced peo-

ple (IDPs) settled in the area. As a result of the 2018 invasion, however, between 

(+&#&&& IVL )&&#&&& XMWXTM _MZM NWZKML \W sMM 2NZQV% =WZM \PIV PITN [M\\TML QV VMIZ-

by Shehba . Thousands more were dispersed across NES, Iraqi Kurdistan, Turkey 

and Europe.

The operation furthermore led to the deaths of around 500 civilians and the injury 

of 700, as the invasion forces targeted health, education, and service facilities. Avrin 

Hospital alone was shelled thrice, as well as ambulances of the Kurdish Red Cres-

cent. The destruction of water facilities furthermore led to acute water shortages. 

Under the Geneva Conventions, targeting “indispensable objects for the survival of 

the civilian population,” such as water, as well as medical units are both prosecuta-

ble war crimes. Turkey’s attacks on these facilities were not isolated incidents, but 

repeated and – in the case of water - ongoing attempts to hamper with or destroy 

them, and would thus fall within Geneva’s Protocol I. In addition, Turkish-backed 

forces are accused of a multitude of crimes including: murder, kidnapping, torture, 

rape, religious persecution, extortion, and theft.

2 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/turkey-isis-afrin-syria-kurds-free-syrian-ar-
my-jihadi-video-fighters-recruits-a8199166.html

3  https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-ria-turkey-rebels/fsa-commander-says-25000-syri-
an-rebels-back-turkish-force-in-syria-idUSKBN1FA0OK

4 https://www. bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-43262839
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5 United Nations, Human Rights Council, (15 August 2019), A/HRC/42/51
6 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2019/11/27/who-are-turkeys-proxy-fighters-in-syria/

7 http://afrinpost.net/ar/2021/03/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d8%b1%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%85-
%d9%83%d9%8a%d9%81-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a5%d9%82%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%85-

%d8%b9%d9%81%d8%b1%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%8f%d8%b1%d8%af%d9%8a-
%d8%a8/

The invading militias imposed laws reminiscent of ISIS’ and other fundamentalist 

groups. Women in particular were targeted. A UN report commented that “severe 

restrictions on women’s rights had been imposed in recent months. Violations in-

clude the imposition of strict dress codes for women and girls and limitations on 

freedom of movement.”5 According to one account, around 90% of women now 

wear the hijab, where before Afrin had been the most progreassive out of all Kurd-

ish areas of Syria.6 Furthermore, Turkish-controlled militias committed acts of rape 

IVL LM[MKZI\QWV WN NMUITM rOP\MZ[n JWLQM[ L]ZQVO \PM _IZ% AMTQOQW][ UQVWZQ\QM[ _MZM

targeted for forced conversion. Over three-fourths of the 25,000 Yazidis inhabiting 

2NZQV _MZM NWZKML \W sMM%7
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2019 M4 STRIP INVASION

Nearly two years later, after Turkey’s President Erdogan’s continuous advocacy for 

a ‘security zone’ stretching across the Kurdish-dominated Syrian, Turkey unilaterally 

began shelling the border cities of Tel Abyad (Gire Spi) and Sere Kaniye (Ras al-Ayn) 

in the aftermath of an abrupt United States (US) troop pull-out. Within days, Turkish 

RM\[ JWUJML \PM[M \_W KQ\QM[ I[ IZW]VL (&&#&&& KQ^QTQIV[ sML NZWU \PM IL^IVKQVO

Turkish Army. Much as in Afrin, border insecurity was the raison d’etre for the inva-

sion, though only a single cross-border attack launched from Syria was recorded in 

2019 (the suspect was arrested by security forces), while 30 attacks originating from 

C]ZSMa _MZM KWVrZUML%8

8 https://anfenglishmobile.com/rojava-northern-syria/six-injured-as-rocked-fired-into-ceylan-
pinar-36438
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The so-called ‘Operation Peace Springs’ led to the deaths of 679 civilians and wound-

ed 3,392, according to the ‘Violations Documentation Center.’9 Turkey employed 

many of the same militias it had used in Afrin for its 2019 invasion. And as in Afrin, 

health facilities and personnel were targeted. 25 attacks on medical facilities were 

ZMKWZLML# I[ _MTT I[ \PM LMTQJMZI\M SQTTQVO WN r^M UMLQKIT _WZSMZ[# IVL \PM QVR]Za

of another eight. Four journalists were also killed – two alone when a Turkish air 

strike targeted a civilian convoy entering the city. Turkish air strikes led to the wide-

spread destruction of homes and infrastructure, including water pumping stations, 

LIU[# XW_MZ [\I\QWV[ IVL WQT rMTL[# QV I [\ZI\MOa _PQKP \PM D> ?49A KITTML oLQ[\]ZJ-

ing.”10The targeting of Alouk pumping station and other water facilities left 450,000 

civilians without access to water, according to the UN.11 Once again, this constitutes 

a violation of Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions. The execution of three health 

workers on October 13th in Suluk, and the October 16th killing of three civilians at-

tempting to return home to Suluk constitute violations potentially amounting to war 

crimes in their own right. 

4ZQUM[ LQZMK\Ta \IZOM\QVO _WUMV _MZM MXQ\WUQbML Ja \PM PQOP$XZWrTM ZWIL[QLM I[-

sassination of Hevrin Khalef, a Kurdish politician, as well as the on-camera humilia-

\QWV WN KIX\]ZML F@: rOP\MZ dQeMS ;WJIVM IVL LM[MKZI\QWV WN \PM JWLa WN F@: !7MUITM

@ZW\MK\QWV DVQ\[" rOP\MZ 2UIZI AfVI[% 6^MV \PW]OP \PM ^QK\QU[ _MZM NMUITM rOP\MZ[

ZI\PMZ \PIV KQ^QTQIV[# \PM MuMK\ _I[ \W [XZMIL NMIZ IUWVO KQ^QTQIV _WUMV WN I ZMXMI\

WN \PM [Q\]I\QWV QV 2NZQV# _PMZM ZIXM# \ZItKSQVO IVL SQLVIXXQVO WN _WUMV NWZ NWZKQ-

ble marriage are commonplace.

The invasion ended as a result of two bilateral agreements Turkey signed with the 

DB IVL A][[QI# _PQKP r`ML \PM TQUQ\[ WN Q\[ bWVM WN WKK]XI\QWV% v\ Q[ _WZ\P VW\QVO

that Turkey’s plan of establishing a ‘security zone’ along the border it shares with 

Syria for the roughly 3,6 million Syrian refugees it hosts is in itself an attempt at ‘soft’ 

demographic engineering, as 83% of those refugees are neither Kurdish nor native 

\W >6B% BQVKM \PM MVL WN \PM (&'/ _IZ# C]ZSMa PI[ ZMXMI\MLTa ^QWTI\ML \PM KMI[MrZM

IOZMMUMV\% CPM WKK]XQML bWVM PI[ N]Z\PMZUWZM QV[MK]ZQ\a _Q\PQV >6B0 BMK]ZQ\a Wt-

KQIT[ I\ IT$9WT KIUX \MTT Av4 \PI\ ZMKMV\Ta$KWVr[KI\ML ZQsM[ QV \PM PIVL[ WN vBvB [TMMX-

er cells originate from Tel Abyad, while ISIS-linked women and children have been 

smuggled out of the camp and settled in Sere Kaniye. Militiamen active there have 

been encouraged to marry the widows by their superiors.

9 https://vdc-nsy.com/archives/43968 
10 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25129&LangID=E

11 OCHA HNAP flash update, provided to RIC, 14 November
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MILITARY AND SECURITY CONTROL

Following Turkey’s ‘Olive Branch’ and ‘Peace Spring’ operations, the Autonmous Ad-

ministration of North and East Syria (AANES) system which had established Syria’s 

best standards of security, rule of law and democratic participation was replaced by 

a patchwork of scores of warring militias conducting rights violations amounting to 

war crimes against the civilian population on a daily basis. These militias are tech-

nically subordinate to the Syrian Interim Government, a Turkish-sponsored body 

which lobbies on behalf of the Syrian National Army (SNA) in Geneva and other for-

eign capitals. In practice, they are trained, armed, funded and commanded by the 

C]ZSQ[P OW^MZVUMV\% CPM B>2 V]UJMZ oI\ TMI[\ )+#&&& N]TT$\QUM rOP\MZ[# ITT ]VLMZ

the near-total control of Turkey’s Ministry of Defense and National Intelligence Or-

ganization (MIT).”12

?V \PM JI\\TMrMTL# \PM B>2 \ISM \PMQZ KWUUIVL[ LQZMK\Ta NZWU C]ZSMa% 5Ia$\W$LIa#

they are granted very limited autonomy to extort civilians, loot and establish check-

points in the balkanized zone of Turkish occupation, though inside sources have 

also revealed that most of the militias’ actions are directed by Turkish orders. The 

militiamen are – as one member put it – nothing more than Turkey’s “cannon fod-

der.”13 Turkey is furthermore careful to retain ultimate control over both its proxy 

militias and the occupied territories as a whole. To this end, Turkey has established 

twelve major bases in Afrin, alongside dozens of small outposts along the frontlines 

with the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). There are also at least half-a-dozen Turkish 

bases in the ‘Peace Spring’ region, plus a string of observation points along the M4 

highway. Turkish intelligence service MIT has also taken over local police stations 

throughout regions under their control.14

As research by Elizabeth Tsurkov, speaking to multiple sources within the ranks of 

\PM B>2# KWVrZU[0 o2TT LMKQ[QWV[# JQO IVL [UITT# QV \PM m>I\QWVIT 2ZUan IZM UILM Ja

the operations room run by Turkish intelligence.”15 C]ZSMa XTIa[ \PM[M NIK\QWV[ Wu

against one another, allowing them to clash over checkpoints and looted property 

OCCUPATION & TURKISH RESPONSIBILITY

12 https://www.mei.edu/blog/turkish-backed-syrian-armed-opposition-groups-unite-under-one-banner
13 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2019/11/27/who-are-turkeys-proxy-fighters-in-syria/

14  https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/69657/Khayrallah%20al-Hilu%20-%20The%20Turk-
ish%20Intervention%20in%20Northern%20Syria%20One%20Strategy%20Discrepant%20Policies.pdf?se-

quence=1&isAllowed=y
15 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2019/11/27/who-are-turkeys-proxy-fighters-in-syria/
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to prevent any one force growing too powerful, while maintaining ultimate control 

over the situation in its zones of occupation and ensuring that these factions ulti-

mately conduct only Turkish military and political objectives. 

As a result, the SNA has never fought in any battle or operation against the SAA. 

C]ZSMa PI[ OWVM [W NIZ I[ \W IZZM[\ IVL PIVL I r^M$aMIZ XZQ[WV [MV\MVKM \W I TMILQVO

commander from an SNA faction as punishment for participating in an operation 

against the SAA in violation of Turkish wishes.16 Similarly, one of the few Kurdish 

commanders in the SNA was attacked, detained, tortured and removed from power 

by Turkey for speaking out against and refusing to participate in Turkey’s opera-

tion against Afrin.17 EPMV B>2 rOP\MZ[ LM\IQVML I V]UJMZ WN B22 rOP\MZ[ L]ZQVO

the Peace Spring operation, Turkey forced their immediate release, much to the 

chagrin of Syrian opposition activists and many SNA members.18 CPM[M PQOP$XZWrTM

incidents indicate the extent to which the SNA must remain focused on Turkish ob-

jectives of targeting the SDF, AANES and the indigenous (Kurdish) population. 

In addition to its control of the SNA, Turkey also has a formal, direct control of the 

Syrian National Police and General Security Forces, using these internal security ap-

paratuses to facilitate its control of its zones of operation. These forces are direct-

ly trained within Turkey, while Turkey also delivers training and support to special 

‘commando’ forces within its zone of occupation, under the control of the Turkish 

General Security Directorate.19 Turkmen factions are singled out for especial sup-

port and favor by Turkey, due to their (perceived) loyalty to the Turkish state. As 

such, factions like the Hamza Division, Sultan Murad and the Mu’tasim Division are 

granted additional training and funding. These groups are now being manoeuvred 

by Ankara into a ‘Turkmen belt’ along the Turkish border, at the expense of other, 

Sunni Arab-led, factions. (See Occupied Afrin map)

TURKISH CULPABILITY FOR WAR CRIMES AND VIOLATIONS IN ITS ZONE OF 
OCCUPATION

Beyond the initial exodus in the aftermath of Turkey’s military invasion of Afrin, al-

most 100,000 mostly-Kurdish inhabitants of the occupied region have been forcibly 

displaced by a systematic campaign of violence, arrests and torture.20 They were 

replaced by up to 400,000 Arab IDPs from northern Homs and the Ghouta neigh-

bourhood of Damascus, as well as Syrian Turkmen, in what the European Union 

Parliament said could “amount to ethnic cleansing.”21 These refugees said they were 

16 https://deirezzor24.net/en/activists-from-deir-ezzor-launch-a-campaign-to-demand-the-release-of-
abu-khawla-muhassan-a-military-commander-of-the-free-army/

17 http://syriadirect.org/news/%E2%80%98afrin-is-a-red-line%E2%80%99-kurdish-fsa-commander-loses-
his-faction-after-refusing-to-fight/

18 https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/11/syria-ypg-turkey-russia-national-army-handover-pris-
oners-war.html

20 https://vdc-nsy.com/archives/20694
21 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0088_EN.pdf
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part of an “organized demographic change” at the behest of Turkey,22 which has 

transformed an almost heterogeneously Kurdish region into one inhabited to 75% 

by Arabs and Turkmen.23

Since the invasions, at least 172 civilians have been killed in Afrin and the M4 Strip, 

while up to 8,500 have been detained or kidnapped by the occupation forces. 

Though most recorded arrests occurred in occupied Afrin, in both regions, statis-

tically, every 6th-7th arrest involved the use of torture. At least 1,100 of those ar-

rested have not been heard of again.24 25 A further 63 Syrians with alleged ties to 

the Autonomous Administration or SDF have been illegally extradited to Turkey - a 

violation of the Geneva Conventions.26 Additionally, over 150 women have been dis-

appeared by the occupation’s militias. 69 women report having been raped, though 

\PM LIZS rO]ZM Q[ JMTQM^ML \W JM [M^MZIT \QUM[ \PI\ V]UJMZ%27 Arrests are most of-

ten based on the suspects’ alleged collaboration with the AANES, though Human 

Rights Watch found that, in most cases, “the Turkish authorities have not produced 

M^QLMVKM \PI\ \PM LM\IQVMM[ _MZM IK\Q^M rOP\MZ[ _Q\P \PM ;]ZLQ[P$TML I]\PWZQ\QM[ WZ

22 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/syria-yazidis-isis-islam-conversion-af-
rin-persecution-kurdish-a8310696.html

23 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/storage/2019/11/Turkeys-track-record-The-occupation-of-Afrin.
pdf

24 https://www.syriahr.com/en/210113/
25 https://vdc-nsy.com/archives/43968

26 https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/03/illegal-transfers-syrians-turkey
27 https://missingafrinwomen.org/
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that they committed crimes.”28 Instead, arrests serve to instil fear in the indigenous 

population, while extracting hefty ransom payments from the detainees’ relatives. 

Turkish-controlled factions have turned the areas under their control into personal 

rMNLWU[ WN KZQUQVIT IK\Q^Q\a% 2\ TMI[\ '&&SU2 of cultivated land (or over 10% of all 

arable land) has been expropriated in Afrin, as well as over 315,000 fruit-bearing 

trees.29 Faction commanders line their pockets by exporting the world-famous Afrin 

olives through Turkey to Western supermarkets, while in the cities, the trade in loot, 

rent-extraction from stolen real estate, and extortion is booming.30 31 The UN noted 

in a report that this dispossession occurs in a “systematic” manner, on the basis of 

intimidation, and that it has indication that Turkey was aware of – and in select cases 

participated in – these crimes.32

The same UN report found that Turkish-controlled forces have committed an “on-

slaught of violations” against civilians including the “war crimes” of “hostage-taking, 

cruel treatment, torture, and rape.”33 34 CPM D>n[ SMa rVLQVO[ QV C]ZSQ[P$WKK]XQML

areas include:

• “Civilians ‘primarily of Kurdish origin’ beaten, tortured, denied food or water, 

and  interrogated about their faith and ethnicity”

• “Prevalent and recurrent” hostage-taking and torture for extortion and to pun-

ish dissenters

• Kurds systematically and violently displaced from their homes, told: “if it were 

up to me, I would kill every Kurd from 1 to 80 years old”

• EWUMV \WZ\]ZML IVL ZIXML QV XZM[MVKM WN C]ZSQ[P WtKMZ[

• Mass rape, abduction, forced marriage, ‘climate of fear’ for women now unable 

to leave home

• Gang-rape of a minor as method of torture

• 30 women raped in Turkish-occupied Tel Abyad in one month

• Mass detention of Kurdish and Yezidi women in unknown black sites

• Yezidis, including women, pressured to convert to Islam

• Desecration and destruction of graveyards, historic & religious sites, threaten-

ing “precarious” Yezidi minority

• “Systematic’”and “coordinated” looting and property appropriation

• o4WMZKQVO XZQUIZQTa$;]ZLQ[P ZM[QLMV\[ \W sMM \PZW]OP \PZMI\[# M`\WZ\QWV# U]Z-

der, abduction, torture, detention”

28 https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/03/illegal-transfers-syrians-turkey
29 Rights defense initiative - A report on Human Rights Violations and Crimes Committed by the Turkish 

State and the Jihadists Factions in Afrin over three years of occupation
30 https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/syrie-razzia-turque-sur-les-oliveraies-12-01-2019-2285205_24.php

31 https://www.syriahr.com/en/210113/
32 https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31

33 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/2020/09/summary-un-report-on-war-crimes-atrocities-commit-
ted-by-turkish-and-other-forces-in-syria/

34 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26237&LangID=E 
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The report also condemned the poor security situation, a “barrage of IEDs and shell-

ing” in Turkish-held areas, and child recruitment by the SNA. All in all, the Turkish 

incursion into Afrin and the M4 Strip has transformed two of the safest regions of 

Syria into two of perennial violence and insecurity in a process one researcher at 

\PM 6]ZWXMIV 4W]VKQT WV 7WZMQOV AMTI\QWV[ PI[ KITTML \PM o8IbIrKI\QWVp WN C]ZS-

ish-occupied territory.35

A 2021 US Commission on International Religious Freedom report described Tur-

SMan[ XZM[MVKM QV BaZQI I[ I o[QOVQrKIV\ XIZ\ WN \PM LIVOMZp IVL I oLQZMK\ \PZMI\p \W

religious and ethnic minorities in the country. Turkey’s support for fundamentalist 

groups in Afrin is “equally insidious and damaging, as they engage in religious vi-

olence, abduction for ransom, and other atrocities,” including the desecration of 

Yazidi shrines.36

It is of particular note that the UN has been able to document some instances of tor-

\]ZM KWUUQ\\ML QV \PM XZM[MVKM WN C]ZSQ[P WtKMZ[% 7WZ M`IUXTM# IV ]VLMZIOM JWa

was detained, strung up and beaten with a plastic hose in the presence of both SNA 

IVL C]ZSQ[P WtKMZ[# _PQTM IVW\PMZ _WUIV _I[ LM\IQVML# JMI\MV IVL \PZMI\MVML

_Q\P ZIXM QV \PM XZM[MVKM WN C]ZSQ[P WtKMZ[% 2 TI\MZ D> ZMXWZ\ KW^MZQVO ZIUXIV\

torture and abuse in SNA detention facilities found multiple instances where Turkish 

WtKQIT[ _MZM XZM[MV\ L]ZQVO \WZ\]ZM# I[ _MTT I[ UIQV\IQVQVO I XMZUIVMV\ XZM[MVKM

in detention centers notorious for torture, abuse and violence against detainees.37

?\PMZ ZMXWZ\[ IVL \M[\QUWVa TQSM_Q[M QVLQKI\M \PI\ C]ZSQ[P WtKMZ[ PI^M JMMV XZM[-

ent during the torture and sexual harassment of female detainees.38 Some of the 

worst crimes recorded have been committed in prisons directly run byt the Turkish 

secret service (MIT), like Barad prison.

More often, however, Turkey attempts to use its SNA militias as a smokescreen, 

blaming them for these repeated human rights violations and claiming, without fol-

low-up, that it will locate and punish those responsible. As a recent report indicates, 

“direct interventions by Turkish intelligence are considered rare in all three regions 

as Turkey uses the SNA to track down and suppress its opponents. Ankara has even 

enjoined the SNA to establish prisons for this purpose in order to avoid direct in-

volvement in such violations. Turkish intelligence also relies on investigators from 

the Syrian National Police and General Security Forces in Afrin and Ras al-Ayn, which 

are directly tied to the Turkish security apparatus.”39 Turkey uses its de facto control 

over the SNA, as well as its formal control over the SNA-linked security apparatus 

35 https://ecfr.eu/publication/a_new_gaza_turkeys_border_policy_in_northern_syria/
36 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/2021%20Annual%20Report_0.pdf

37 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Detention-report.aspx
38 https://npasyria.com/en/55910/

39 https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/69657/Khayrallah%20al-Hilu%20-%20The%20Turk-
ish%20Intervention%20in%20Northern%20Syria%20One%20Strategy%20Discrepant%20Policies.pdf?se-

quence=1&isAllowed=y
40 https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
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mentioned above, to keep these crimes at an arm’s length.40 Moreover, Turkey has 

set up a Military Police, made up of SNA groups with particularly close ties to Turkey. 

This police force is responsible for most rights violations in the occupied areas (See 

Quarterly Report), yet operates seemingly independent of the Turkish Army. None-

theless, as the UN observe:

POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND GOVERNMENTAL CONTROL

In areas under nominal SNA control, then, these militias are granted limited autono-

my to plunder and extort money from the local population, while carrying out Turk-

ish military and security objectives. But real power is retained by Turkey, through 

direct control of local political bodies, top-down exploitation of economic resourc-

es, and governance through proxies “dependent on Turkey’s political, economic and 

military backing for their survival.”42 Turkey’s Hatay province oversees Afrin, and 

iIVTh]ZNI XZW^QVKM ILUQVQ[\ZI\M[ CMT 2JaIL IVL BMZM ;IVQaM# _PQTM \PM m6]XPZI\M[

Shield’ region which Turkey seized in 2017 is administrated by Kilis and Gaziantep 

provinces.43

A 2021 report by European-funded NGO ACAPS gives a clear overview of the depth 

and breadth of Turkish control in Afrin:

41 https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
42 https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/63745/MED_2019_10.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y

43 https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/69657/Khayrallah%20al-Hilu%20-%20The%20Turk-
ish%20Intervention%20in%20Northern%20Syria%20One%20Strategy%20Discrepant%20Policies.pdf?se-

quence=1&isAllowed=y

oQV IZMI[ ]VLMZ MuMK\Q^M C]ZSQ[P KWV\ZWT# C]ZSMa KIZZQM[ I ZM[XWV[QJQTQ\a \W# I[ NIZ I[ XW[[QJTM#

MV[]ZM X]JTQK WZLMZ IVL [INM\a# IVL \W IuWZL [XMKQIT XZW\MK\QWV \W _WUMV IVL KPQTLZMVq \PM

Commission notes the allegations that Turkish forces were aware of incidents of looting and ap-

propriation of civilian property and that they were present in detention facilities run by the Syrian 

National Army where the ill-treatment of detainees was rampant, including during interrogation 

sessions when torture took place. 

In failing to intervene, Turkish forces may have violated the above-mentioned obligations. The 

Commission continues to investigate the precise extent to which various Syrian National Army 

brigades and Turkish forces have formed a joint command and control hierarchy and notes that, if 

IVa IZUML OZW]X UMUJMZ[ _MZM [PW_V \W JM IK\QVO ]VLMZ \PM MuMK\Q^M KWUUIVL IVL KWV\ZWT WN

Turkish forces, violations by these actors may entail criminal responsibility for such commanders 

who knew or should have known about the crimes.”41



18

STATE OF THE OCCUPATION Q1 2021

Turkish authorities also control the organization of and access to IDP camps; an 

education curriculum which forces all students to learn in Turkish and/or Arabic, 

despite the fact that almost all indigenous Afrinis speak Kurdish as their mother 

or sole tongue; and all NGO and press access to the zone of occupation. Turkish 

universities have opened branches in Afrin and elsewhere, while the Turkish postal 

service operates throughout Afrin and the Turkish zone of occupation, and is the 

sole provider of Turkish salaries for its formal apparatus of employees throughout 

the region. Alongside its use in paying salaries, Turkish lira is increasingly the de 

facto currency in the occupied regions.

The broader, Turkish-backed ‘Etilaf’ opposition council linked to the Syrian Interim 

Goverment and SNA has only ever held one General Assembly within Syria, primar-

QTa KWVL]K\QVO Q\[ IuIQZ[ NZWU _Q\PQV C]ZSQ[P \MZZQ\WZa%45 (The same council recent-

ly came under heavy local criticism for meeting openly with the SNA commander 

who oversaw the brutal beating and execution of female Kurdish politician Hevrin 

Khalef.) Similarly, some local council members in the Turkish zone of occupation 

TQ^M QV C]ZSMa IVL KZW[[ QV\W BaZQI WVTa L]ZQVO WtKM PW]Z[# QV TIZOM XIZ\ L]M \W LIQTa

QVrOP\QVO JM\_MMV \PM C]ZSQ[P$JIKSMLUQTQ\QI[ _PW M`MZKQ[M IK\]IT LIa$\W$LIa LWU-

inance in these cities. 

44 https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200302_acaps_short_note_syria_huamit-
arian_needs_in_afrin.pdf

45 https://twitter.com/OmerOzkizilcik/status/1326484903236603905

Following the Olive Branch operation in 2018, governing bodies known as local councils emerged 

\PZW]OPW]\ 2NZQV# []XXWZ\ML Ja C]ZSQ[P I]\PWZQ\QM[# \W rTT I KZQ\QKIT VMML NWZ [WKQIT IVL OW^MZV-

UMV\IT WZOIVQ[I\QWV% CPM MTMK\ML TWKIT KW]VKQT[ QV \PM[M IZMI[ WtKQITTa NWTTW_ \PM BaZQIV vV\MZQU

Government and are connected to the Aleppo provincial council, with direct administrative, logis-

\QKIT# IVL rVIVKQIT []XXWZ\ NZWU C]ZSQ[P I]\PWZQ\QM[ lUIQVTa \PM OW^MZVWZ[ WN 8IbQIV\MX# ;QTQ[# IVL

Hatay in southern Turkey.

Overall, the provision of basic services at all levels, including education, health, telecommuni-

cations, electricity, and water, falls under Turkey. For example, the Hatay health directorate and 

PMIT\P WtKM QV \PM TWKIT KW]VKQT W^MZ[MM UMLQKIT IVL PMIT\P [MZ^QKM[% 9]UIVQ\IZQIV I[[Q[\IVKM QV

Afrin district is also coordinated through the Turkish government, in coordination with the local 

councils. The presence of humanitarian responders is limited and most NGOs operate remotely, 

primarily from Turkey, and must collaborate very closely with AFAD for full unhindered access to 

Afrin.44
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CPM VM_ KW]VKQT[ M[\IJTQ[PML Ja C]ZSMa IZM \P][ TQ\\TM UWZM \PIV I rO$TMIN NWZ \PM

occupation. They are “directly supervise[d]” by the Turkish Ministry of the Interior, 

with the ‘Interim Government’ playing “no real role” in the administration of coun-

cils where “absolute loyalty to Turkey is mandatory.”46 Turkish coordinators are pres-

ent at multiple levels throughout these councils, while Turkey’s own ministries also 

UIQV\IQV WXMZI\Q^M[ QV ITT \PM bWVM[ WN C]ZSQ[P WKK]XI\QWV% B]XMZrKQIT mMTMK\QWV[n KIV

only take place with Turkish supervision and approval, while salaries and budgets 

are directly provided by the neighbouring Turkish provinces, with appointment on 

the basis of cronyism and loyalty to Turkey rather than merit. These councils tend 

to under-represent the Kurdish population and are mostly made up of individuals 

with political ties to Turkey, or economic interests in the ongoing plunder of Afrin’s 

natural resources.

46 https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/69657/Khayrallah%20al-Hilu%20-%20The%20Turk-
ish%20Intervention%20in%20Northern%20Syria%20One%20Strategy%20Discrepant%20Policies.pdf?se-

quence=1&isAllowed=y
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The ‘Syrian National Army’, in its current form, was established in late 2017 by the 

Turkish Army. Initially, the bulk of the group was composed mainly of Turkmen fac-

tions, such as Sultan Murad Division and Hamza Division, which had participated 

in Turkey’s 2016 invasion of Syrian territory west of the Euphrates. After the 2018 

merger with the National Front for Liberation (NFL), the SNA grew to include a kalei-

doscope of militias, including former Free Syrian Army (FSA) militias, armed groups 

from Deir-ez-Zor in eastern Syria, as well as some Sunni Muslim extremist groups. It 

now numbers between 40,000 and 100,000 men.47 Of some 37 major factions at the 

SNA’s inception, 21 had at one point received CIA or Pentagon backing.48 Yet many 

groups also harbour extremist sentiments. RIC was able to identify at least 40 for-

mer ISIS members now embedded with Turkish-controlled forces.49

Most of SNA’s groups participated in the 2018 and 2019 invasions and continue 

\W KWV\ZWT LQuMZMV\ IZMI[ WN \PM WKK]XQML \MZZQ\WZQM[% EPQTM \PM B>2 XZWKTIQU[ \W

be the army of Syria’s opposition, the coalition group is really under the thumb of 

the Turkish Army. Turkey pays the militiamen’s salaries; Turkish hospitals care for 

their wounded; and Turkish forces and SADAT International Defence Consultancy, 

a private military contractor close to President Erdogan, trains them.50 In the past, 

BaZQIV UQTQ\QIUMV PI^M JMMV PQZML I[ C]ZSQ[P UMZKMVIZQM[ QV KWVsQK\[ NZWU <QJaI \W

Armenia.51 Between 5,000 and 17,000 SNA militiamen were sent to Libya, while an 

unknown number were sent to aid Azerbaijan with its assault on Armenia in 2020.52

In the occupied regions of NES, the SNA is organized into three legions, each with 

varying numbers of division; the divisions at times breaking into brigades. These 

groupings escape logic and only serve to give the SNA the appearance of a profes-

sional standing army. While it is true that legions occasionally cluster around certain 

geographical areas (the 1st Legion in the south-west of Afrin; the 2nd Legion around 

Sere Kaniye; the 3rd Legion around Tel Abyad), these observations are broken by 

multiple exceptions. Legions are also not organized by ethnicity, with Turkmen and 

2ZIJ LQ^Q[QWV[ [\ZM_V IKZW[[ ITT \PZMM% =WZMW^MZ# JTWWLa QVrOP\QVO WN\MV WKK]Z[

within legions, divisions, and even brigades.

47 https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/10/turkey-syria-kurds-militias-in-operation-peace-spring.
html

48 https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/10/turkey-syria-kurds-militias-in-operation-peace-spring.
html

49 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/2019/08/database-over-40-former-isis-members-now-part-of-
turkish-backed-forces/

50 https://www.syriahr.com/en/188513/
51 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/issues/Mercenaries/WG/OtherStakeholders/syri-

ans-for-truth-and-justice-submission.pdf
52 https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-middle-east/long-read-how-erdogan-built-his-own-private-military-

and-paramilitary-system-dr#

FACTIONS IN THE OCCUPIED AREAS





22

STATE OF THE OCCUPATION Q1 2021

What follows is a brief description of the major factions active in the occupied areas 

of NES.

SULTAN MURAD DIVISION

As with all groups eponymized after Ottoman rulers, Sultan Murad Division is a Turk-

men militia - the largest one operating in Turkish-occupied areas. It claims to have 

I UIVXW_MZ WN /&&& rOP\MZ[%53 According to our own research, at least two former 

ISIS-members are part of Sultan Murad, including one of the militia’s commanders.54

The group was active in Aleppo during the early years of the Civil 

War, but now operates exclusively in Turkish-controlled territory 

as one of Turkey’s closest proxies. Sultan Murad Division was at 

the helm of both the 2018 and 2019 invasions and currently 

KWV\ZWT[ TIZOM [_I\P[ WN 2NZQVn[ VWZ\P$MI[\# \PM VWZ\P sIVS WN

the city of Afrin, it shares Sere Kaniye with Hamza Division, 

and controls territory east of the city, including the important 

water-pumping station at Alouk.

Sultan Murad Division was found to have committed war 

crimes by the UN for participating in bombardment of a 

Kurdish neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing at least 83 civilians 

and 30 children.55 Amnesty International has also document-

ed cases of illegal detention and torture of POWs and media 

activists, and “beating men for fun.”56 In the Bulbul region of 

VWZ\P 2NZQV# ,&& NIUQTQM[ WN B]T\IV =]ZIL 5Q^Q[QWVn[ rOP\MZ[ _MZM

brought in to settle formerly-Kurdish towns. They are integral to 

Turkey’s demographic project of establishing a ‘Turkmen Belt’ on Afrin’s border with 

the country. The militia was in charge of recruitment and supplied most of Turkey’s 

mercenaries for the wars in Libya and Armenia, including most of around 180 mi-

nors who were sent to the two theatres from Syria.57

The base of Sultan Murad Division’s leader, ‘Abu Yazan’, was raided by the Turkish 

military in January, allegedly because of his smuggling operation. ‘Abu Yazan’ es-

caped, while some militiamen were arrested.58 The group also previously feud with 

al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya.

53 http://sultanmurattumeni.com/
53 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/2019/08/database-over-40-former-isis-members-now-part-of-

turkish-backed-forces/
54 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/syria-armed-opposition-group-commit-

ting-war-crimes-aleppo-new-evidence
55 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/08/syria-turkey-must-stop-serious-violations-by-al-

lied-groups-and-its-own-forces-in-afrin/
57 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/issues/Mercenaries/WG/OtherStakeholders/syri-

ans-for-truth-and-justice-submission.pdf
58 http://afrinpost.net/en/2021/01/leader-in-sultan-murad-militia-fled-from-the-village-of-ikidam-and-

turkish-intelligence-arrests-his-militants/

Legion distribution in occupied Afrin



23

STATE OF THE OCCUPATION Q1 2021

HAMZA DIVISION

9IUbI 5Q^Q[QWV Q[ I NWZUMZ 7B2 W]\r\ NWZUML QV \PM KW]V\Za[QLM WN 9I[ISIP 8W^-

ernorate in 2013. It received weapons through the US ‘Syrian Train and Equip Pro-

gram’.59 Its exact ethnic make-up is unclear, though the ‘Samarkand Brigade’, a Turk-

men militia, once formed part of Hamza Division. The division closely collaborated 

with Turkish forces during the 2016 invasion and occupied the city of Jarablus. It 

again participated in the 2018 and 2019 invasion. Today, Hamza Division controls 

large swathes of territory in the north-west and south-east of Afrin, in the north of 

Afrin city, as well as Tel Halaf and the area south from there to the frontline, the 

western half of Sere Kaniye, and the Sere Kaniye border crossing, where they act as 

Turkey’s middlemen. Many prisons known to RIC are under the Division’s control.

In 2020, Turkish propaganda channel TRT claimed Hamza Division commanded 

6,500 militiamen.60 Many of them have been sent as mercenaries to Libya, and re-

portedly to Armenia as well.61 Hamza Division stands accused of torturing and rap-

ing women in their prisons and beating and humiliating captured Kurds.62 Of the 

three months in which RIC recorded crime statistics, Hamza Division was found to 

have committed the most violations out of any faction. (See Quarterly Report)

The militia has clashed with many other groups including Ahrar al-Sharqiyya, Ahrar 

al-Sham, al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya, and a splinter group within the division which stated 

its desire to merge with Faylaq al-Sham.

AL-JABHAT AL-SHAMYYA (‘LEVANT FRONT’)

Al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya was established in Aleppo in December of 2014 as an Islamist 

militia opposed to President Bashar al-Assad’s rule. Its ideology ranges from hard-

TQVM BITIr[\[ \W UWZM UWLMZI\M v[TIUQ[\[# \PW]OP \PMa ZMKMQ^ML DB UQTQ\IZa []XXWZ\#

including TOW missiles.63 vV (&',# \PMQZ rOP\QVO [\ZMVO\P _I[ M[\QUI\ML I\ )#&&&

men.

Al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya has been accused of summary executions through its system 

of Sharia courts by Amnesty International.64 In 2018 it was declared a “criminal or-

59 The Syrian National Army (SNA): Structure, Functions, and Three Scenarios for its Relationship with 
Damascus, Ömer Özkizilcik, SETA Foundation

69 https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/syrian-opposition-forces-open-first-military-barracks-42056
61 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/issues/Mercenaries/WG/OtherStakeholders/syri-

ans-for-truth-and-justice-submission.pdf
62  https://twitter.com/Mekut_Mallet/status/976147595679682571

63 The Syrian National Army (SNA): Structure, Functions, and Three Scenarios for its Relationship with 
Damascus, Ömer Özkizilcik, SETA Foundation

64 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/07/syria-abductions-torture-and-summary-killings-at-
the-hands-of-armed-groups/
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OIVQ[I\QWV WN \MZZWZQ[\ QV\MV\p IVL I o[ITIr[\ IVL RQPILQ[\QKp OZW]X \PI\ o[\ZQ^M[ NWZ

setting up of the caliphate” by the Dutch government, its former backers.65 Crime 

LI\I KWTTMK\ML Ja Av4 W^MZ \PM rZ[\ \PZMM UWV\P[ WN (&(' []OOM[\[ \PI\ IT$:IJPI\

al-Shamiyya is one of the groups with the highest number of violations. (See Quar-

terly Report)

It took part in both the 2016, 2018 and 2019 invasions and currently controls the 

border crossing at Tel Abyad, as well as part of the frontline at Ayn Issa, and central 

2NZQV% BWUM WN \PMQZ UQTQ\QIUMV _MZM ZMKZ]Q\ML \W rOP\ QV <QJaI%66 They have also 

targeted Kobane from their base at Jarablus. Al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya have recently 

clashed with Jaysh al-Islam and the Sultan Muhammad al-Fateh brigade.

AHRAR AL-SHAM (HARAKAT AHRAR AL-SHAM AL-ISLAMIYYA, ‘ISLAMIC 
MOVEMENT OF THE FREE MEN OF THE LEVANT’)

2PZIZ IT$BPIU Q[ I BITIr[\ W]\r\ NWZUML QV (&'' QV vLTQJ% CPMa KWWXMZI\ML _Q\P vBvB

until 2014, when a bloody feud with the terror group almost wiped out al-Sham. 

From 2015 they received Saudi and Turkish funding, and even attempted to ne-

gotiate with the Assad government. Before the merger, they were part of the NFL, 

though are not part of the SNA today. They currently control the town of Qatmah in 

Afrin, as well as some parts of west Afrin city.67

AHRAR AL-SHARQIYA (TAJAMMU AHRAR AL-SHARQIYA, ‘GATHERING OF 
FREE MEN OF THE EAST’)

As their name denotes, Ahrar al-Sharqiya hails from eastern Syria. It established 

itself as an independent group in 2016, when it split from Ahrar al-Sham. Nonethe-

less, the majority of Ahrar al-Sharqiya’s militiamen are former members of Jabhat 

al-Nusra (al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria), including its leader, al-Nusra’s leading Shari’a 

R]LOM QV MI[\MZV BaZQI% 2LLQ\QWVITTa# Av4 PI[ QLMV\QrML I\ TMI[\ \_W NWZUMZ vBvB rOP\-

ers who are now part of Ahrar al-Sharqiya, including a commander.68 Citizens in 

Afrin have spoken to reporters about al-Sharqiya’s attempts to impose the veil and 

other sharia-law measures.69

65 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/storage/2019/03/TNA_report.pdf
66 https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-middle-east/long-read-how-erdogan-built-his-own-private-military-

and-paramilitary-system-dr#
67 https://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups/view/523

68 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/2019/08/database-over-40-former-isis-members-now-part-of-
turkish-backed-forces/

69 https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/culture-clash-campaign-syrias-liberal-afrin-tells-women-cov-
er-328145705
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They have been accused by Amnesty International and others of participating in 

forced displacements and the seizure of property in Afrin, amounting to “serious 

human rights violations.”70 Most infamously, Ahrar-al-Sharqiya attracted particu-

lar media attention following their execution of Hevrin Khalef, a Kurdish politician, 

near Tel Abyad in 2019. The head of Ahrar al-Sharqiya’s branch in Jarabalus was also 

caught on video sexually abusing a 13- or 14-year-old girl.71

Ahrar al-Sharqiya commands around 2,000 men. It has taken part in all Turkish in-

vasions and today controls the city of Rajo and surroundings, and the region of Ja-

rablus in Afrin, as well as the old town of Afrin city, and over 1,800km2 of territory 

between Tel Abyad and Sere Kaniye, including the Mabrouka power station. Ahrar 

al-Sharqiya clashed with Hamza Division in 2018.

FAYLAQ AL-SHAM (‘SHAM LEGION’)

Another former NFL group, Faylaq al-Sham was borne out of a 2014 alliance be-

tween 19 Aleppo region-based militias. Though the group had strong ties to the 

Muslim Brotherhood, Faylaq al-Sham distanced itself from the brotherhood in or-

der to receive Saudi aid and US military backing, including the delivery of American 

TOW missiles.72 Faylaq al-Sham participated in the 2016 and 2018 invasions. During 

the war in Afrin, their commander was deemed a “key member” of the leadership 

of Turkish campaign.73 It has been accused by Amnesty International and others 

of participating in forced displacements and the seizure of property in Afrin, 

amounting to “serious human rights violations,” as well as the torture 

of detainees.74

70 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/08/syria-turkey-must-stop-serious-violations-by-al-
lied-groups-and-its-own-forces-in-afrin/

71 http://www.francesoir.fr/en-coop-matteo-puxton/syrie-ahrar-al-sharqiya-ces-anciens-dal-nosra-qui-
combattent-avec-larmee?platform=hootsuite

72 The Syrian National Army (SNA): Structure, Functions, and Three Scenarios for its Relationship with 
Damascus, Ömer Özkizilcik, SETA Foundation

73 http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/24118
74 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/08/syria-turkey-must-stop-serious-violations-by-al-

lied-groups-and-its-own-forces-in-afrin/

Legion distribution in the occupied M4 Strip
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Faylaq al-Sham counted between 8,500 and 10,000 militiamen in 2018,75 and pro-

vided the SNA with its top commander, Fadlallah al-Haji. In Afrin, it shares much of 

9IUbI 5Q^Q[QWVn[ \MZZQ\WZa# KWV\ZWTTQVO \PM ZMOQWVn[ [W]\PMZV sIVS# I[ _MTT I[ XW[Q-

\QWV[ ITWVO \PM VWZ\P$_M[\% v\ IT[W XZW^QLML UMZKMVIZQM[ \W 2bMZJIQRIVn[ _IZ MuWZ\

against Armenia in 2020.76

JAYSH AL-ISLAM (‘ARMY OF ISLAM’)

Liwa al-Islam was established in the Eastern Ghouta neighbourhood of Damascus 

QV TI\M (&''# IVL QV (&') UMZOML _Q\P +& W\PMZ BITIr[\ NIK\QWV[ \W NWZU :Ia[P IT$v[-

TIU% @IZ\QITTa N]VLML Ja BI]LQ 2ZIJQI# Q\ IL^WKI\ML NWZ \PM oKTMIV[QVO WN \PM rT\Pp WN

religious minorities, including Shi’a Muslims, in Syria.77 With around 10-15,000 mili-

tiamen,78 \PM BITIr[\ OZW]X PMTL 6I[\ 8PW]\I ]VLMZ \W\ITQ\IZQIV Z]TM NWZ aMIZ[# ]V\QT

Q\ _I[ NWZKML W]\ I[ \PM \QLM WN _IZ \]ZVML QV 2[[ILn[ NI^W]Z% 2ZW]VL '#+&& rOP\MZ[

and their families escaped to Turkish-occupied territories.

Testimonies from its al-Tawba prison describe electrocution, beatings and mass 

detention of minors.79 The Idlib branch of Jaysh al-Islam was also among the forc-

es found to have committed war crimes by the United Nations for participating in 

bombardment of a Kurdish neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing at least 83 civilians and 

30 children.80 Since arriving in Afrin and joining the SNA, the group has made public 

statements declaring Kurdish people to be its enemy.81 Per the Syrian Observatory 

of Human Rights, its members have been extorting local farmers, forcing them to 

hand over produce for half its value, and imprisoning those who refuse to obey; ex-

propriating land from religious minorities; and raping women.82 They have also sent 

mercenaries to Libya.83

Currently, Jaysh al-Islam controls the frontlines with the SDF around Tel Tamir, as 

well as territory south of Afrin city. It fued with al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya and Hamza 

Division in 2020, as well as with Faylaq al-Rahman in recent months.

75 https://www.dw.com/en/pro-turkey-rebels-start-pullout-from-syrias-idlib-under-deal/a-45693917
76 https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-middle-east/long-read-how-erdogan-built-his-own-private-military-

and-paramilitary-system-dr#
77 https://www.joshualandis.com/blog/zahran-alloush/ 

78 https://medium.com/@ryanmofarrell/jabhat-al-shamiya-is-one-of-the-more-complicated-rebel-fac-
tions-and-has-gone-through-multiple-a7f24030e1f

79 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/syria-torture-army-of-islam_us_56f54d0fe4b0143a9b47fc59
80 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/syria-armed-opposition-group-commit-

ting-war-crimes-aleppo-new-evidence
81 SOHR, http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=92283

82 SOHR, http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=106133
83 https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-middle-east/long-read-how-erdogan-built-his-own-private-military-

and-paramilitary-system-dr#
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FAYLAQ AL-RAHMAN (‘AL-RAHMAN LEGION’) 

Faylaq al-Rahman is a moderately Islamist militia from Eastern Ghouta, funded by 

Qatar. According to a 2018 surrender agreement with the Assad government, 5,000 

of its militiamen left Damascus in 2018 toward Turkish-controlled territory. It cur-

rently holds some minor territory north-east of Afrin city, as well as south of Tel 

Abyad. In previous years, when the Gulf Crisis was at its peak, Faylaq al-Rahman 

fought a bloody war against Saudi-backed Jaysh al-Islam in Damascus.84 Today, they 

are Division 26 and 25, respectively, of the SNA’s 2nd Legion.

MU’TASIM DIVISION

Mu’tasim Division is a former FSA militia with a minor footprint within the occupied 

\MZZQ\WZQM[ WN >6B# \PW]OP Q\ KTIQUML \W MUXTWa '#&&& rOP\MZ[ QV (&'-%85 It has partici-

pated in all three Turkish invasions of Syria, having been accused of abusing, beating 

and trampling on captured Kurdish YPG soldiers in Afrin,86 and reportedly sent a 

high number of mercenaries to Libya on behalf of Turkey, for which it also recruited 

militiamen from other factions.87 It currently has training camps south of Rajo in 

Afrin and south-east of Sere Kaniye.

OTHER MILITIAS

A number of minor Turkmen militias are also active in Turkish-occupied areas. The 

Suleiman Shah Brigade, Samarqand Brigade, Sultan Mehmed Fatih, and al-

Waqqas Brigade control territory along the south-western border between Afrin 

and Turkey. Suleiman Shah in particular is a close proxy of Turkey’s, having recruit-

ed for and provided a large amount of mercenaries for the Libyan War as well as 

the 2020 assault on Nagorno-Karabakh.88 All groups have been accused of crimes, 

though Suleiman Shah in particular has been accused of repeated grave human 

rights violations. The group provoked mass protests in Afrin following accusations 

of repeated rape of a local woman. Suleiman Shah additionally controls part of the 

frontline north of Ayn Issa. In April 2021, the militia left the 1st Legion for the 2nd, 

and changed from identifying as a brigade to identifying as a division. The three lat-

ter groups declared their intention to merge to form the 13th Division in May 2021.89

84 https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-gulf-qatar-syria/gulf-crisis-seen-widening-split-in-syria-rebel-
lion-idUKKBN19517W?edition-redirect=uk

85 https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2017/04/free-syrian-army-training-camps-turkey-islamic-state.
html

86 http://www.rudaw.net/NewsDetails.aspx?pageid=242071
87 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/issues/Mercenaries/WG/OtherStakeholders/syri-

ans-for-truth-and-justice-submission.pdf
88 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/issues/Mercenaries/WG/OtherStakeholders/syri-

ans-for-truth-and-justice-submission.pdf
89 http://www.aymennjawad.org/2019/11/the-structure-of-the-syrian-national-army



28

STATE OF THE OCCUPATION Q1 2021

Some smaller non-Turkmen militias are also active in the occupied areas, includ-

ing Jaysh al-Nukhba (‘Elite Army’), a former NFL group which now controls the 

important border area in the north of Afrin; Suqour al-Sham (‘Northern Falcons 

Brigade’)# IV Wu[PWW\ WN 2PZIZ IT$BPIU _PQKP PI[ [MV\ UMZKMVIZQM[ \W <QJaI IVL

is currently active on the Tell Tamir front and in the town of Sa’ra in Afrin90; Faylaq 

al-Majd (‘Glory Corps’), a group established in 2017 to serve in the 3rd Legion of 

the SNA under the helm of al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya and which incorporated a number 

of former Nour al-Din al-Zinki Movement’s rOP\MZ[ QV (&'/1 _PQTM IT[W [MVLQVO

UMZKMVIZQM[ \W \PM _IZ QV <QJaI# IVL rVITTa \PM 20th Division, a militia made up 

UW[\Ta WN rOP\MZ[ NZWU BaZQIn[ MI[\ _PQKP KWV\ZWT[ \PM C]ZSQ[P$BaZQIV JWZLMZ ZMOQWV

between Tel Abyad and Sere Kaniye.

90 https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-send-syrian-rebel-fighters-fight-haftar-libya
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QUARTERLY REPORT

In February of 2021, the Turkish occupation forces invited Carlotta Gall of the New 

York Times and Lluis Miquel Hurtado of the Spanish daily El Mundo on press tours 

of occupied Afrin.91 92 CPM []J[MY]MV\ IZ\QKTM[ \PMa rTML KI][ML _QLM[XZMIL QVLQO-

nation, as human rights workers, journalists, and activists familiar with Afrin saw 

them as an attempt at whitewashing a violent military occupation. Gall, for instance, 

called Afrin a “safe zone” for IDPs, concealing the fact that these refugees formed 

part of Turkey’s demographic engineering project. The Times article describes Tur-

key handling security “like any NATO force,” but does not mention the litany of rights 

violations committed by its own forces and the militias they have installed in Afrin, 

QVKT]LQVO UIVa B]VVQ N]VLIUMV\ITQ[\ W]\r\[% CPM K]T\]ZIT MZI[]ZM WN \PQ[ UIRWZQ-

ty-Kurdish region is branded “the choice of the people.” Barely one Afrin resident 

was quoted. 

The press tours were only one of a multitude of strategies employed by the occupy-

QVO NWZKM[ \W [WN\MV \PM JZ]\IT ZMITQ\a WN TQNM ]VLMZ C]ZSQ[P WKK]XI\QWV% 7WZ \PM rZ[\

time since 2018, Kurds in Afrin were allowed to celebrate Newroz [Kurdish New Year] 

on March 21st of this year, albeit under Turkish supervision. As a direct response to 

such attempts at soft-pedaling their military occupation of Syrian-Kurdish territory, 

the Rojava Information Center began tallying the crimes committed under Turkish 

control from the start of 2021.

7WZ \PM rZ[\ Y]IZ\MZ WN (&('# Av4 ZMKWZLML ),) IZZM[\[ IKZW[[ ITT C]ZSQ[P$WKK]XQML

areas of North and East Syria, with 312 arrests in Afrin and 51 in the M4 Strip. Nearly 

all those arrested are Kurdish, even where – as in Afrin – Kurds have been made a 

minority group. The reason given for their arrest in nearly all cases is the suspicion 

of harboring sympathies for the AANES. Arrests in Afrin spiked in February, with 135 

arrests, due in part to the large raid on Bassouta, Afrin district, in which around 50 

XMWXTM _MZM IZZM[\ML# QVKT]LQVO r^M _WUMV IVL I aW]VO UIV _PW IZM [\QTT UQ[[QVO#

IVL TIZOM IUW]V\[ WN XZWXMZ\a KWVr[KI\ML% CPM ZIQL NWTTW_ML IV v65 M`XTW[QWV QV

one of the town’s houses, which Turkish media reported as a terrorist plot gone 

awry, but a reliable on-the-ground source tells us was planted by the military police 

of Hamza Division in order to rob a wealthy local tradesman. He and his niece were 

killed during the explosion. At least one of the detained women has been tortured.93

91 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/16/world/middleeast/syria-turkey-erdogan-afrin.html?searchRe-
sultPosition=1

92 https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2021/02/07/601ef0e021efa0144d8b4685.html
93 https://www.syriahr.com/en/206413/
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Maydan Ikbis, in north Rajo district, also saw a large raid by Hamza Division in which 

11 people were arrested and one, Sheikhmous Mustafa Qasim, was tortured to 

death while imprisoned. His crime was his alleged work for the AANES. In a January 

raid in the town of Kakheres, Maabatli, by the Suleiman Shah brigade following the 

J]ZVQVO WN IV WtKQITn[ KIZ# '-UMV _MZM IZZM[\ML IVL \WZ\]ZML l WVM [W [M^MZMTa \PI\

PM Q[ VW_ XMZUIVMV\Ta LQ[IJTML% !BMM \M[\QUWVQM[ [MK\QWV" 5]ZQVO \PM rZ[\ Y]IZ\MZ

of 2021, RIC was able to identify 46 cases out of 312 in Afrin in which those arrested 

PIL JMMV \WZ\]ZML% CPM \Z]M rO]ZM Q[ TQSMTa PQOPMZ% 2 ZMXZM[MV\I\Q^M WN m9M^LM[\g 2[-

sociation’, a documentation center for crimes committed in the occupied areas, told 

RIC that in the M4 Strip “most arrests include the use of torture.” Turkish intelligence 

[MZ^QKM[ !=vC" _MZM XZM[MV\ QV I\ TMI[\ WVM KI[M WN \WZ\]ZM L]ZQVO \PM rZ[\ \PZMM

months of 2021. In 65 cases in Afrin, monetary gain seems to have been the moti-

vating factor for citizen’s arrests. Ransom payments usually ranged from $1,000 to 

several thousand dollars. Torture and ransom extraction are by no means mutually 

exclusive categories, as torture is often employed to pressure families into paying. 

Furthermore, no less than 25 people died across all occupied areas as a direct re-

sult of Turkish forces or Turkish-backed militias, with at least three murdered Af-

rin women among them. These form part of 38 gender-based violence events re-

corded across the three months. They include the arrests of a minor as well as 

that of a disabled woman in night-time raids,94 and the temporary extradition to 

94 https://www.syriahr.com/en/202337/
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Turkey of Ghezale Mannan Salmo, an elderly Yazidi woman who was tortured so 

[M^MZMTa Ja PMZ KIX\WZ[ \PI\ [PM []uMZML [M^MZM UMUWZa TW[[% !BMM \M[\QUWVQM[

section) The aforementioned USCIRF report, released in May, made use of her story 

to highlight Turkey’s appalling track record in relation to religious minorities, and to 

call for a Turkish withdrawal from its occupation zones in Syria.95 RIC visited friends 

of Mrs. Salmo’s in Shehba, who accuse Turkish authorities of delaying her release in 

order to cover up their crimes. 

Mrs. Salmo’s is only the latest case of illegal extraditions to Turkey from the occu-

XQML IZMI[% vV =IZKP (&('# dQeMS ;WJIVM# IV B57 [WTLQMZ QTTMOITTa M`\ZILQ\ML NZWU

near occupied Sere Kaniye in 2019, was sentenced to life-long imprisonment in 

Turkey.96 March also brought to light the experience of Nadia Suleiman, a young 

Kurdish woman who was repeatedly tortured and raped during her over two-year 

imprisonment by Hamza Division and MIT. 

2KZW[[ \PM rZ[\ Y]IZ\MZ WN (&('# Av4 _I[ IJTM \W QLMV\QNa /) QV[\IVKM[ WN \PMN\ IVL M`-

tortion. These include the imposition of fees by militias, the expropriation and sale 

of real estate, as well as the theft of harvest trees, particularly olive trees. At least 

2,877 privately-owned trees were cut down by militiamen from January to March. In 

March, Turkish-backed Afrin local councils in Afrin issued a decree legalizing the sei-

95 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/2021%20Annual%20Report_0.pdf
96 https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/turkey/240320211
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zure of property of those forcibly displaced.97  A report by the Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights depicts money laundering as endemic among militias and conducted 

with the tacit approval of Turkish superiors. According to them, one particularly as-

tonishing case, 

Another Observatory report alleged that an unnamed SNA group is conducting il-

legal excavations at the Roman amphitheater of Cyrrhus (Nebi Hurri), in territory 

RIC can ascribe to Jaysh al-Nukhba. According to the Syrian Observatory, militiamen 

conduct excavations in full view of Turkish soldiers. As was the case with earlier in-

[\IVKM[ WN IZKPIMWTWOQKIT XT]VLMZ# \PM rVL[ _QTT TQSMTa JM \ZIV[XWZ\ML \W C]ZSMa IVL

rVL XZQ^I\M J]aMZ[ \PMZM%99

vV BMZM ;IVQaM# [W]ZKM[ \MTT Av4 \PI\ MuWZ\[ KWV\QV]M \W [M\\TM vBvB _WUMV IVL \PMQZ

children in the al-’Abra and Zerdesht neighborhoods. These families - Iraqi escapees 

NZWU IT$9WT KIUX *&SU \W \PM [W]\PMI[\ $ _MZM rZ[\ WJ[MZ^ML QV \PM KQ\a I\ \PM MVL

of 2020. According to Ezdina, a Yazidi news website, they were smuggled into the 

city with the help of Sultan Murad Division and Ahrar al-Sharqiya under the supervi-

sion of MIT.100 SNA militiamen have been encouraged to marry the ISIS widows and 

ILWX\ \PMQZ KPQTLZMV% vV IT$9WT KIUX# [MK]ZQ\a WtKQIT[ \WTL Av4 \PI\ ZQsM[ KWVr[KI\ML

from ISIS sleeper cells during a recent security operation originated from occupied 

Tel Abyad.

In the town of Qibare, near Afrin city, an extremist group close to Faylaq al-Rahman 

named Habibat Allah intimidated the local Yazidi population into attending Muslim 

prayer in late March. Its members furthermore asked passersby to recite the shaha-

da (the Muslim profession of faith) and for women to wear the veil. According to one 

ZMXWZ\# _WUMV ItTQI\ML _Q\P \PM OZW]X _MZM IT[W IK\Q^M QV \PM ZMOQWV%101

97 http://afrinpost.net/ar/2021/03/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3-%d8%a7%
d9%84%d9%85%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%b9%d

8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%ad%d8%aa%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa/
98 https://www.syriahr.com/en/206384/
99https://www.syriahr.com/en/206676/

100 https://www.ezdina.com/2020/12/Reportag-Ezidi288.html?m=1
101 http://afrinpost.net/ar/2021/03/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8

%A9-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-
%D8%AA%D9%8C%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8F%D8%B1%D8%AF-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B2/

is the businesses of the commander of Suleiman Shah Division, Mohammed Al-Jasem ‘Abu Am-

sha’. Abu Amsha has turned Sheikh Hadid district into a private kingdom, appointed himself as the 

mB]T\IVn WN P]VLZML[ WN ItTQI\ML UMUJMZ[# WXMVML I UITT# KWuMM [PWX IVL W\PMZ J][QVM[[M[ _Q\P

Turkish support and after looting the residents’ properties and deducting 300 to 600 USD from 

\PM [ITIZa WN M^MZa ItTQI\ML UQTQ\QIUIV [MV\ \W <QJaI IVL 2bMZJIQRIV# '#(+& WN _PW PI^M JMMV [MV\

to Libya only.98
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SNA groups. Hamza Division feud with Faylaq al-Sham over a splitter group, leaving 

several dead and more injured; with Ahrar al-Sharqiya for the village of Jolaqe, which 

they share; and with civil police for the border crossing in Sere Kaniye, likely in order 

to aid its smuggling business. The governor of Urfa has reportedly urged the civil 

police and Ahrar al-Sharqiya to expel Hamza Division from the city. Factions within 

Hamza Division also repeatedly fought among themselves, leaving at least three 

militiaman dead. In January, Turkish forces raided the village of Ikdam in order to 

arrest a Sultan Murad commander who had established a smuggling ring. Another 

commander was shot dead in occupied Azaz by his cousin, commander of Suqour 

al-Shamal. A shootout between military police and Sultan Murad militiamen killed 

one bystander and injured his daughter in Afrin city. Al-Jabhat al-Shamiyya feud with 

Jaysh al-Islam in February, leaving two dead and twelve injured. In March, militiamen 

from Sultan Mehmed Fatih shot at an al-Jabhat al-Shaimiyya checkpoint.

Insecurity in both occupied regions is further augmented by periodic bombing at-

tacks in their civilian centers. At least 14 of the attacks that rocked Afrin and 4 in 

Sere Kaniye can be attributed to local Kurdish liberation movements. These attacks 

tend to target buildings belonging to one of the militias, though bystanders are also 

often killed. At least 26 militiamen and settlers have been killed by such attacks, 

with dozens more injured. Seven children were also killed this month. In Afrin, these 

attacks were likely perpetrated by the ‘Wrath of Olives’, a clandestine Kurdish insur-

gent group, while others might have been executed by the ‘Afrin Liberation Forces’, 

a guerrilla group with ties to Kurdish armed forces which has also struck against 

Turkish military targets in the region.

EPQTM \PM aMIZ JMOIV _Q\P MuWZ\[ \W LW_VXTIa IVL VWZUITQbM \PM C]ZSQ[P WKK]XI-

\QWV# \PM rO]ZM[ NWZ \PM rZ[\ \PZMM UWV\P[ WN (&(' XIQV\ I LQuMZMV\ XQK\]ZM% 2Z-

rests have continued at a steady pace month by month and even peaked in Feb-

ruary. Human rights abuses are still widespread, as a March 2021 UN report on 

arbitrary imprisonment and detention in Syria shows. It found that human rights 

violations were “rampant” in SNA prisons, with 87% of victims belonging to minority 

groups (including Kurds). “Turkish forces,” it said, “were regularly present” at these 

facilities.102 CPM LI\I KWTTMK\ML Ja Av4 KWZZWJWZI\M[ \PM[M rVLQVO[% CPM NIK\ \PI\ \PM

groups with the closest ties to the Turkish army (the military police and Hamza Divi-

sion) top the charts for rights violations this quarter betrays the fact that the SNA’s 

crimes are not just ‘militiamen gone amok’, but rather part of a centrally-controlled 

QV\QUQLI\QWV KIUXIQOV% CISMV \WOM\PMZ# \PM rO]ZM[ NWZ \PM rZ[\ Y]IZ\MZ WN (&(' TIa

bare the fact that the Turkish occupation and ethnic cleansing project is far from 

over. More important still, the accounts of victims of the Turkish occupation provide 

a powerful counter-narrative to those spread on the pages of some of the world’s 

leading newspapers.

102 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Detention-report.aspx
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“AMINA SHERO”

=a VIUM Q[ 2UQVI BPMZW GVIUM KPIVOMLH NZWU \PM ^QTTIOM 3I[]NIVf# JWZV QV m/.%

Some of my family members still live in the village. On the day they took Ghezal Sal-

mo, a 45-year-old woman, militiamen from Faylaq al-Sham were arresting the young 

men of the village, 15 to 20 of them, and they wanted to arrest her son as well. He is 

sick; he is only 13 years old. They came in plain clothes. They wanted to take him by 

force so they hit him and his father. Ghezale told [the militiamen] not to take her son 

because she wanted to bring him to the hospital, that he needed surgery. He had an 

infection. While in their house, the militiamen saw a picture of her other son, who is 

a shehid [martyr of the YPG]. They beat the younger son in their house, so Ghezale 

slapped a mercenary in the face and they arrested her and brought her to jail. It was 

the morning of the 5th of January. It’s been four months since she was taken to jail. 

They brought her to Iska village. Afterwards, they extradited her to Turkey, to bring 

her before court, they said. But until now, she wasn’t brought before any court. 

After less than a week – three or four days - they then returned her to Iska. She has 

been there until today. 

I talked with her daughter, and she said that they had tortured her mother so much 

that she is unrecognizable. Everybody in the family tried to visit her, but they don’t 

let anybody see her. Some time ago they asked for money. They asked for 1,100,000 

SYP to release her. The family said, “OK, we will give you the money if you release 

her,” and the mercenary said, “no, we will release her whenever we want.” They said 

that she forgot everything, she doesn’t recognize people she knows. 

CPMZM _I[ I KIZ JWUJ I\\IKS QV \PM ^QTTIOM WV \PM ZWIL NZWU 3I[]NIVM \W CIPTf% ?VM

of the mercenaries of Liwa was killed and now they say that it was their mother who 

did it, they say that sher has links to the YPG and that it’s she who was responsible 

for the bombing. In their prison they told her she was an agent of the YPG and that 

she was feeding them information. 

TESTIMONIES
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When they brought Ghezale to be interrogated, they said, “one of your children is a 

shehid [martyr] and your other daughter is in the YPJ,” and she answered, “yes, and 

I am proud of it.” They told her to change her answer in her statement, but she re-

fused. Because she has two daughters in the YPJ, the mercenaries told her to bring 

her daughters. “We want your daughters,” they said. That’s also why they don’t re-

lease Ghezale: because they want her daughters to go there. Her youngest daughter 

went to see her [in the jail] on Thursday. [She said that] they had beaten her mother 

so much that she tried to cut open her veins with a sharp stone, so they had to bring 

her to the hospital, and she survived. She wanted to kill herself. Because of all the 

torture she has lost her mind. Her daughter told me, “sometimes my mother recog-

nizes me, sometimes she does not.”

8PMbITMn[ P][JIVL IT[W []uMZML0 PQ[ MaM XWXXML W]\ WN \PM [WKSM\% 3MNWZM [PM _I[

arrested, the mercenaries had brought him in by force to cut wood one day, and he 

wounded himself with a piece of the tree. He lost his eye. The mercenary wanted 

to bring him to the hospital in Sermeda (next to Idlib), but in the end they didn’t. He 

was forcibly brought to work, without a salary. They are cutting the trees of the peo-

ple, and they force them to cut the trees themselves. They didn’t give him money 

and didn’t bring him to the hospital, either. Now he is disabled. 

A week ago, I told my own brother that I wanted to take him and my sister to She-

hba. My brother said, “I am not coming, I am afraid of being arrested on the way, 

I have been tortured once, I don’t want to go through this again.” He is too afraid 

to come. My brother was beaten a lot. He was arrested again a month ago, in late 

March. The last time I wanted to get him out of Afrin, he was beaten. Every month 

they arrest the young men of the village, beat them up, and release them. My sister, 

who is only 15, was also arrested and beaten up. They also released her. Every time 

there is a bomb attack or an IED, they arrest people and put them in jail. They use 

electric cables to beat you. The thick ones. They are beating the body and the back, 

\PMa IZM IT[W ][QVO \PM J]\\[ WN \PMQZ _MIXWV !;ITI[PVQSW^ ZQsM["% B\QKS[# \WW% EPMV

they arrested my sister, they were slapping her while she was in jail, but the one who 

was really being beaten was my brother. 

Our village is a Yazidi village; the mercenaries tell them that they are kufar [unbeliev-

ers]. They destroyed all of our shrines. They built a lot of mosques and they force 

\PM XMWXTM \W OW \W \PM UW[Y]M r^M \QUM[ I LIa WZ MT[M \PMa JMI\ \PMU% CPMZM ][ML

\W JM )&& ;]ZLQ[P NIUQTQM[ QV 3I[]NIVf# VW_ \PMZM IZM WVTa *& TMN\% 6^MZa KW]XTM WN

days they arrest someone and extract a ransom from them and then release them. 
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The mercenaries took most of the trees of the village; they rake in all of the harvest.

I desperately want to get my family out, especially my sister. Because of the merce-

naries and what they do to women. But they don’t want to; they are too afraid. Now 

she is wearing long clothes and a hijab. I wanted to get her out and [the smugglers] 

wanted 250 dollars, but I told them I didn’t have that kind of money. We also wanted 

to get my brother out, to Manbij, but he didn’t accept out of fear. 

“ALI SULEIMAN HASSAN”

=a VIUM Q[ 2TQ B]TMQUIV 9I[[IV GVIUM KPIVOMLH# NZWU 2NZQV# =IJI\I LQ[\ZQK\# ;I`Zf

village. Since I left Afrin, I hear what’s happening in my village from my friends and 

parents, they are secretly communicating with me through WhatsApp. Nobody can 

talk freely about what’s happening, so they have to hide to talk with me. 

vV W]Z ^QTTIOM# ;I`Zf# \PMZM ][ML \W JM +&& NIUQTQM[# VW_ IJW]\ )&& NIUQTQM[ IZM OWVM#

to Shehba, Aleppo and Jazeera. Less than 200 families stayed. A relative of mine 

is still there. Other than him, everybody in my family left the region. Only Kurdish 

Muslims lived in our village. After we left, they started with the violations. They gath-

ered everybody in the village, forced them to the mosque, stole their houses. And 

for the proprieties of the ones that left, it’s easy: they took everything. They looted 

everything from the houses, moved into them and took the olive trees and the land 

for themselves.

I know someone who had an olive oil factory. He and his family left Aleppo [at be-

ginning of the Syrian Civil War], and brought all of their belongings with them. All 

the things that were in their shop in Aleppo, they brought to Afrin, about 20 million 

SYP’s worth. All of this was stolen. And if you take into account all of their belong-

QVO[ NZWU \PM LQuMZMV\ PW][M[# aW] KIV ILL '&& UQTTQWV WV \WX WN \PI\% CPMa \WWS

everything.

I myself had 500 olive trees, and they stole everything, 100 walnut trees, too. They 

also cut down 200 olive trees. What did they do with our 500 trees? They cut one, 

left one, cut one, left one. Some time ago, I got the information that they were bring-

ing refugees from Ghouta, Homs, Idlib, etc. to settle the village. The people of the 

village were really angry. Everybody had to give money to the mercenaries in order 

not to be thrown out of their houses. 1500 USD each.
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Two months ago, a car was burned down in our village. In the aftermath, Ahrar 

al-Sham mercenaries arrested 17 people and surrounded the village for four days. 

Nobody could leave or enter the village. Of the ones that were arrested, some had 

their hand broken, some their rib cage, their legs broken or their teeth broken. They 

employed every method of torture. They beat them with sticks, cables. There was 

WVM _PW PIL ITT WN PQ[ VIQT[ ZQXXML Wu% =W[\ WN \PMU _MZM ZMTMI[ML Ja XIaQVO ]X

1000 USD, 1000 TL, as much as they could get together, and after all of this, they told 

them, “it was not your fault [ie. the arson attack].” At the end it was made clear that 

it had been them [the mercenaries] who burned it.

The torture was by order of the Turks, although the mercenaries were doing the 

torturing. The Turks are hiding behind the backs of the mercenaries. Everything that 

happens here is happening in full knowledge of Turkish forces. The mercenaries 

told the villagers, “if we’d do everything the Turks ask us to do, you wouldn’t be able 

to survive half an hour here.” Everything that happens in Afrin is happening by the 

orders of the Turks. We know this. If there were no Turks, the mercenaries couldn’t 

last more than 24 hours in Afrin. The Turks help them with everything - with logistics, 

military planning, planes, weapons, everything. 

In the village, they are forcing the people to go to the mosque. Every day, every 

prayer. The people, all of them, they are afraid at all times. Even when they hear 

someone knocking on their door they are afraid. They say, “we don’t know when 

and where they will come to take us,” “we don’t know when a bomb will fall on our 

house,” “when we want to go on our lands, we need to get an authorization from 

them,” “if the land is my brother’s, they don’t let me cultivate it.” I know one man who 

_MV\ IVL \ZQML \W PIZ^M[\ I JIO WN WTQ^M[ WVM LIa# NZWU PQ[ W_V rMTL[% 2VL R][\ NWZ

this they imprisoned him for two days and took 1000 USD from him. Nobody can 

do anything. Now my land’s there, but they occupy it, take our trees, cut our trees, 

M^MZa\PQVOq
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Turkey’s Syrian Mercenaries in Karabakh “Feel Tricked” as Bodies Pile Up 
by Lindsey Snell 

September 30, 2020

“People are dead. Torn to pieces. There are 35 people we don’t know anything about.”—a Syrian militant in Karabakh. 

Purportedly the first deployment of SNA militants to Azerbaijan. SNA Source. 

On September 22nd, I received several reports from sources inside the Syrian National Army (SNA), the umbrella 
organization of all Syrian opposition factions backed by Turkey, that the first deployment of SNA men to Azerbaijan had 
taken place. For months before this, rumors that Turkey would be sending militants to Azerbaijans had been swirling 
among the SNA. “The men were taken to Turkey, forced to shave their beards and wear civilian clothes, and then they 
began their journey,” a Hamza Division militant in Afrin said.  

Days later, reports emerged that Syrians had been among those killed as the tensions between Azerbaijan and Armenia 
over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh area escalated. “They tricked us. They told us we were coming to guard a Turkish 
base. Then we get here and it’s fighting, right away, it’s fighting. The sons of bitches will not return us,” said a Hamza 
Division militant in Azerbaijan. “The fighting isn’t like anything I have seen. It’s like a movie. It’s constant bombardment.”  

This isn’t the first time Turkey has sent their Syrian mercenaries into foreign conflicts. Since December 2019, as part of an 
agreement with the Tripoli-based, UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA), Turkey has been sending SNA 
militants to buttress GNA-affiliated militias against the rival Libyan National Army (LNA), led by Field Marshal Khalifa 
Haftar. SNA militants signed up for deployment en masse, lured by promises of salaries around $2000 a month, 
exponentially more than the ~$100 such fighters would receive in Syria.  

In reality, none of the dozens of SNA militants I’ve communicated with in Libya received more than a fraction of the 
payment they were promised. Across all factions, the average monthly payment of an SNA militant in Libya is around 
$400. Most I’ve spoken to openly admit to looting civilian homes to supplement their incomes.  

Most of the SNA militants didn’t know much about the situation in Libya. “We will be there to fight Russia,” one SNA 
militant told me. “Haftar wants to destroy the Sunnis,” another said, unaware that Haftar, like the vast majority of Libya, is 
a Sunni. Of the dozens of Syrian mercenaries I was able to communicate with in Libya, all said that they were told to 
expect little combat.  
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Initially, the mercenaries’ expectations of their Libyan deployment were met. The men lounged in plush villas in and 
around Tripoli that had been abandoned by civilians fleeing the fighting. They told their friends in Syria it was an easy time 
and encouraged them to come, too. Then, intense fighting between the GNA and LNA began. Some factions, such as 
Sultan Murad, lost hundreds of men over the course of a few weeks. “The Turks said they would be with us,” one Sultan 
Murad militant in Ain Zara said. “But they’re not with us. We’re dying alone. The bodies of our men are rotting in the 
streets.”   

SNA Militants from Hamza Division (faces blurred) hang out with Libyan GNA militants in Tripoli. SNA source. 

In June, GNA forces, backed by SNA militants, captured the city of Tarhuna from the LNA. The GNA made a push for the 
strategic city of Sirte immediately after and were repelled by LNA forces. Since then, for the most part, fighting in Libya 
has stalled. Syrian militants in Libya have had little to do. Those who have been in the country for several months have 
been granted new freedoms, such as permission to leave their bases in civilian attire without a Libyan escort, a luxury 
previously forbidden by the GNA.  

Despite their apparent lack of purpose, Turkey continues to send SNA forces to Libya. “I should return to Syria soon,” said 
one Faylaq al-Majd militant who has been based in Misrata for several months. “I’ll prepare myself quickly, and then I’ll go 
to Azerbaijan. They just sent 450 to Misrata from Syria to replace the ones who have been here for a long time. Most of us 
will go on to Azerbaijan.” 

For as little as the SNA militants knew about Libya before agreeing to go there to fight, their knowledge of Azerbaijan is 
even more lacking. SNA factions are exclusively Sunni and adhere to an extremist interpretation of Islam. Azerbaijan is a 
Shiite-majority country, a detail few of the Syrian militants were initially aware of.  

“We can’t fight alongside the Shias,” one SNA militant said, in a recording disseminated across several factions. “I 
understand if you want to go to Azerbaijan, and it’s not a problem. I know financially, things are hard. But the Shias are 
our enemies more than the Christians are Jews.”  

Some SNA militants in Libya were less conflicted about supporting what they consider to be an enemy force. “We’ll fight 
whoever,” said the Faylaq al-Majd man in Misrata. “I swear, we’ll steel the cloth off the Kaaba [the holiest site in Islam]. 
Maybe that’s why they want to send the ones who were already in Libya for a long time. They know we will do anything for 
money.”  

It’s unclear whether reports of hellish conditions from their SNA brethren in Azerbaijan will deter more from agreeing to 
join the fight there. “People are dead. Torn to pieces. There are 35 people we don’t know anything about,” one said 
today. “There hasn’t been one Azerbaijani or one Turk with us when we are fighting. So many of us want to return to 
Syria, but they pulled their weapons on us and forced us to stay and keep fighting.”  
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Armenia and Azerbaijan clash over disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region – video report
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Human Rights Council
Forty-second session
9–2727 September 2019
Agenda item 3

Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council 
on 26 September 2019

4242/9.9. The use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and 
impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination

The Human Rights Council,

Recalling all previous resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, the Human 
Rights Council and the Commission on Human Rights on the subject, including Assembly 
resolution 64/151 of 18 December 2009 and Council resolutions 10/11 of 26 March 2009, 
15/12 of 30 September 2010, 15/26 of 1 October 2010, 18/4 of 29 September 2011, 24/13 of 
26 September 2013, 27/10 of 25 September 2014, 30/6 of 1 October 2015, 33/4 of 29 
September 2016, 36/3 of 28 September 2017 and 39/5 of 27 September 2018,

Recalling also all relevant resolutions that, inter alia, condemn any State that permits 
or tolerates the recruitment, financing, training, assembly, transit or use of mercenaries with 
the objective of overthrowing the Governments of States Members of the United Nations, 
especially those of developing countries, or of fighting against national liberation 
movements, and recalling further relevant resolutions and international instruments adopted 
by the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the 
African Union and the Organization of African Unity, inter alia, the Organization of African 
Unity Convention for the Elimination of Mercenarism in Africa,

Recalling further Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1, on institution-building of the 
Council, and 5/2, on the Code of Conduct for special procedure mandate holders of the 
Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that all mandate holders shall discharge their duties 
in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto, 

Reaffirming the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 
concerning the strict observance of the principles of sovereign equality, political 
independence, the territorial integrity of States, the self-determination of peoples, the non-
ususe of force or threat of use of force in international relations and non-interference in affairs 
within the domestic jurisdiction of States,

Reaffirming also that, by virtue of the principle of self-determination, all peoples have 
the right to determine freely their political status and to pursue freely their economic, social 
and cultural development, and that every State has the duty to respect this right in accordance 
with the provisions of the Charter,

Reaffirming further the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations,

United Nations A/HRC/RES/42/9

General Assembly Distr.: General
4 October 2019

Original: English
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Extremely alarmed and concerned about the threat posed by the activities of 
mercenaries to peace and security in developing countries in various parts of the world, in 
particular in areas of conflict, and about the threat they pose to the integrity of and respect 
for the constitutional order of the countries affected, 

Deeply concerned at the loss of life, the substantial damage to property and the 
negative effects on the policies and economies of affected countries resulting from 
international criminal mercenary activities, 

Convinced that, regardless of the way in which mercenaries or mercenary-related 
activities are used or the form that they take to acquire a semblance of legitimacy, they are a 
threat to peace, security and the self-determination of peoples and an obstacle to the 
enjoyment of human rights by peoples, 

1. Reaffirms that the use of mercenaries, and their recruitment, financing, 
protection and training, are causes for grave concern to all States and violate the purposes 
and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations; 

2. Recognizes that armed conflicts, terrorism, arms trafficking and covert 
operations by third Powers encourage, inter alia, the demand for mercenaries and for private 
military and security companies on the global market; 

3. Urges once again all States to take the necessary steps and to exercise the 
utmost vigilance against the threat posed by the activities of mercenaries, and to take 
legislative measures to ensure that their territories and other territories under their control, 
and their nationals, are not used for the recruitment, assembly, financing, training, protection 
and transit of mercenaries for the planning of activities designed to impede the right to self-
determination, to overthrow the Government of any State or to dismember or to impair, 
totally or in part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States 
conducting themselves in compliance with the right of peoples to self-determination; 

4. Requests all States to exercise the utmost vigilance against any kind of 
recruitment, training, hiring or financing of mercenaries; 

5. Also requests all States to exercise the utmost vigilance in banning the use of 
private companies offering international military consultancy and security services when 
intervening in armed conflicts or actions to destabilize constitutional regimes; 

6. Encourages States that import the consultancy and security services provided 
by private companies, including in the extractive industries, to establish national regulatory 
mechanisms for the registering and licensing of those companies, for accountability of the 
companies and their personnel and for remedies for violations resulting from their activities 
in order to ensure that imported services provided by those private companies neither impede 
the enjoyment of human rights nor violate human rights in the recipient country;  

7. Calls upon all States that have not yet become a party to the International 
Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries to consider 
taking the necessary action to do so; 

8. Welcomes the cooperation extended by those countries that were visited by the 
Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding 
the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, and the adoption by some States of 
national legislation that restricts the recruitment, assembly, financing, training and transit of 
mercenaries; 

9. Condemns mercenary activities in developing countries in various parts of the 
world, in particular in areas of conflict, and the threat they pose to the integrity of and to 
respect for the constitutional order of those countries and to the exercise of the right to self-
determination of their peoples, and stresses the importance for the Working Group of looking 
into sources and root causes, and into the political motivations of mercenaries and for 
mercenary-related activities; 

10. Calls upon States to investigate the possibility of mercenary and mercenary-
related involvement whenever and wherever criminal acts of a terrorist nature occur, and to 
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bring to trial those found responsible or to consider their extradition, if so requested, in 
accordance with national law and applicable bilateral or international treaties; 

11. Recognizes that mercenary activity is a complex crime in which criminal 
responsibility falls upon those who have recruited, employed, trained and financed the 
mercenary or mercenaries, and upon those who have planned and ordered their criminal 
activity;  

12. Condemns any form of impunity granted to perpetrators of mercenary activities 
and to those responsible for the use, recruitment, financing and training of mercenaries, and 
urges all States, in accordance with their obligations under international law, to bring them, 
without distinction, to justice; 

13. Calls upon the international community and all States, in accordance with their 
obligations under international law, to cooperate with and assist the judicial prosecution of 
those accused of mercenary activities in transparent, open and fair trials; 

14. Acknowledges with appreciation the work and contributions of the Working 
Group, including its research activities, and takes note of its most recent report;1

15. Requests the Working Group and other experts to broaden their active 
participation, including by submitting contributions, in other subsidiary bodies of the Human 
Rights Council considering issues related to the use of mercenaries and mercenary-related 
activities in all their forms and manifestations, including private military and security 
companies; 

16. Requests the Working Group to continue the work already carried out by 
previous mandate holders on the strengthening of the international legal framework for the 
prevention and sanction of the recruitment, use, financing and training of mercenaries, taking 
into account the proposal for a new legal definition of the term “mercenary” drafted by the

Special Rapporteur on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and 
impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination in his report submitted to 
the Commission on Human Rights at its sixtieth session,2 and also the evolving phenomenon 
of mercenaries and its related forms; 

17. Also requests in this regard the Working Group to continue to monitor 
mercenaries and mercenary-related activities in all their forms and manifestations in different 
parts of the world, including instances of protection provided by Governments to individuals 
involved in mercenary activities, and to continue to update the database of individuals 
convicted of mercenary activities; 

18. Further requests the Working Group to continue to study and identify new 
sources and causes, emerging issues, manifestations and trends with regard to mercenaries 
and mercenary-related activities and their impact on human rights, particularly on the right 
of peoples to self-determination, and to consult in this regard with Member States and 
regional and international organizations, academia, civil society, as well as with other 
relevant stakeholders;  

19. Renews for a period of three years the mandate of the Working Group on the 
use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the 
right of peoples to self-determination for it to continue to undertake the tasks described by 
the Human Rights Council in its resolution 7/21 of 28 March 2008 and in all other relevant 
resolutions on the subject;  

20. Urges all States to cooperate fully with the Working Group in the fulfilment 
of its mandate; 

21. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights to provide the Working Group with all the assistance and support necessary 
for the fulfilment of its mandate, both professional and financial, including by promoting 
cooperation between the Working Group and other components of the United Nations system 

1 A/HRC/42/42. 
2 E/CN.4/2004/15. 
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that deal with countering mercenary-related activities, in order to meet the demands of its 
current and future activities; 

22. Requests the Working Group to consult States, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and other relevant civil society actors in the implementation of 
the present resolution, and to report its findings on the use of mercenaries as a means of 
violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination 
to the Human Rights Council at its forty-fifth session and to the General Assembly at its 
seventy-fifth session; 

23. Decides to continue its consideration of this matter under the same agenda item 
at its forty-fifth session. 

39th meeting 
26 September 2019 

[Adopted by a recorded vote of 29 to 14, with 4 abstentions. The voting was as follows:  

In favour:  
Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chile, China, Cuba, Egypt, Eritrea, Fiji, India, Iraq, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South 
Africa, Togo, Tunisia, Uruguay 

Against: 
Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Hungary, Iceland, 
Italy, Japan, Slovakia, Spain, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Abstaining:  
Afghanistan, Brazil, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mexico] 
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INTRODUCTION 

Starting from the early morning of 27 September, 2020, Azerbaijan began launching 

indiscriminate airstrikes (including UAV strikes) and artillery assaults against the Republic of Artsakh 

(Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh) along the entire line of the border.  

Villages, towns and the capital Stepanakert have been intensively attacked, which caused 

numerous casualties and injuries among civilians. Large-scale damages have been caused to civilian 

objects, such as residential buildings, schools, etc, as well as, infrastructure vital to the survival of the 

civilian population. Life and health of children, women and the entire population of Artsakh are still 

under an imminent and real threat. 

The current updated edition of the second interim report follows the second interim report 

published on 9 October, as well as, the first interim report1, published by the Human Rights Ombudsman 

of the Republic of Artsakh on 2 October, 2020. It presents the facts of targeted attacks on civilian 

settlements and casualties derived thereof also the deployment of mercenaries and the use of multiple 

rockets launching systems and cluster munitions from 27 September to 9 October. The threatening 

situation on dissemination of massive hate speech towards ethnic Armenians by Azerbaijan and its results 

are also analyzed.  

For the purpose of preparation of the report, fact-finding missions were commissioned, conducted 

interviews and applications submitted to the Human Rights Ombudsman of Artsakh, inquiries to public 

authorities, as well as, media and social media publications have been analyzed.  

The Azerbaijani aggression included also indiscriminate attacks in villages of Vardenis Region, 

Gegharkunik Province of Armenia, which are presented in the ad hoc report of the Human Rights 

Defender of Armenia.2

On 10 October a cease-fire agreement was reached in Moscow, effective from noon. But 

Azerbaijan has continued offensive military actions and even struck capital Stepanakert and other 

populated areas with heavy missiles, causing new casualties. 

The military aggression against the Republic of Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia by 

Azerbaijan are even more condemnable, since it was launched during the new Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

global pandemic. On March 23, the Secretary-General of the United Nations called for an immediate 

global ceasefire in all corners of the world due to the threat of coronavirus. 

1 

https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/722?fbclid=IwAR2sGPltWWisSe61tVQeHOVZ27Ngd4sSt6sHrigYNrZm4bs_GPXWY
ctOWcE 
2 -hoc report on fact-finding activities in villages of Gegharkunik province of Armenia damaged by 
Azerbaijani military attacks (30 September-
https://ombuds.am/images/files/dc1b379419a1a9aaeec5191128277502.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0RTdx9q8m8qdOOO_Ccwfykv0VHZ
DBY7TsciCFamuDjUIRcjo-Cx2XfWQ0  
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SECTION 1. THE DAMAGES TO LIFE, DIGNITY, HEALTH, 

VITAL NEEDS AND PROPERTY OF THE PEOPLE OF ARTSAKH 

TARGETED OR INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS AND 

CIVILIAN OBJECTS  

The Azerbaijani armed forces attacked more than 130 civilian settlements, including densely 

populated ones (capital Stepanakert, towns of Shushi, Hadrut, Martuni, Martakert, Askeran, Karvajar, 

Berdzor, villages of Taghaser, Vardashat, Spitakshen, Maghavus, Nerkin Horatagh, Alashan, Mataghis, 

etc) with aerial, artillery, rocket and tank fire strikes, most of which were targeted or indiscriminate, killing 

and injuring civilians. In the cases of indiscriminate attacks, the Azerbaijani armed forces failed to abide 

by the obligation to distinguish between military targets and civilians, who may not be targeted for attack. 

Nor do they take feasible precautions to minimize harm to civilians. In many cases, attacking the civilians 

was targeted and intentional, since military targets were located very far from civilian objects, and the 

Azerbaijani forces used accurate armament like missiles and striking drones. The absence of military 

targets in the vicinity of attacks further confirms their deliberate nature, which amounts to a war crime. 

Figure 1. A Civilian Killed by Azerbaijan in Martuni Town 
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Figure 2. A Child Injured by Azerbaijan in Martuni Town 

Figure 3. A Child Injured by Azerbaijan in Maghavuz Village 
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Figure 4. A Pregnant Woman Injured by Azerbaijan in Mataghis Village 

Figure 5. A Woman Injured by Azerbaijan in Martakert Town 
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As of 17 October, 2020, 37 civilians (8 females and 29 males, 1 child and 36 adults) have been 

killed.3 60% of them were killed at the places of their residence. See infographic 1.  

Infographic 1 

3 Artsakh 
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/463  
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116 civilians have been wounded, of which 96 received serious injuries. The injuries mostly involve 

upper and lower limbs and facial fractures, in the form of shrapnel wounds. About half of the serious injuries 

among civilians occurred in their places of residence, about one-third  in public places, 12 civilians received 

serious injuries at their workplaces, and 6 civilians - while moving to a safer place. See infographic 2. 

Infographic 2 

The civilians were mostly affected by the Azerbaijani armed forces attacks at the capital Stepanakert 

(10 killed and 39 injured), the town of Martuni (7 killed and 16 injured) and the town of Hadrut (at least 8 
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killed and 5 injured). The case of Hadrut differs from others, since on 10 October, a large subversive group 

of the Azerbaijani armed forces took partial control over the town and perpetrated executions of Hadrut 

civilians, including those of vulnerable groups. Based on our preliminary data, the number of executed 

civilians in Hadrut since 10 October could be higher than presented 6. For detailed mapping of the civilian 

death and injury cases see infographic 3. 

Infographic 3 
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Figure 6. Killed Disabled civilian in Hadrut Town after the Ceasefire Announcement

As part of a widespread and systematic attack directed against civilian population, wanton 

destruction of homes and other property was carried out with discriminatory intent against ethnic 

Armenians. Besides, large-scale damages have been caused to civilian objects, such as residential 

buildings, kindergartens, schools, vital infrastructure4. Based on preliminary data, more than 7,800 

privately owned immovable property (residential houses, apartments, shops, etc), more than 1,310 

infrastructure, public and industrial buildings (electricity, gas, telecommunication, water supplies, bridges, 

schools, kindergartens, cultural centers, factories etc) and more than 720 cars have been seriously damaged. 

See infographic 4. 

4 Armenian Publi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVDKVYQp8Fo&feature=emb_logo  
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Infographic 4 
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Figure 7. Struck Residential Building in Stepanakert City 

Figure 8. Shelled House in Hadrut Town 
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Figure 9. Residential Area in Stepanakert City After Shelling by Azerbaijan 

Figure 10. Damaged car in Stepanakert City as a Result of Shelling by Azerbaijan 
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Figure 11. Damaged House in Ivanyan Village as a Result of Shelling by Azerbaijan 

As a result of the Azerbaijani hostilities and indiscriminate, targeted and systematic strikes against 

civilian objects, approximately 60% (over 90,000) of the entire population of the Republic of Artsakh have 

fled their homes to shelter at safer places. Some of them have moved to other settlements of the country 

and others moved to the Republic of Armenia. The overwhelming majority of the current population has to 

live at shelters to avoid Azerbaijani indiscriminate and targeted strikes. For that reason, tens of thousands 

of children, women, elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups live not only with 

constant security threats and psychological terror, but also with certain deprivations of basic rights and 

conditions, such as food, healthcare, education etc. Those children who have stayed in the country are 

deprived of getting education, as the schools are closed because of the Azerbaijani attacks on the civilian 

areas. While those children who have left for the Republic of Armenia face natural difficulties with 

integration with their new environments and schools. 

Figure 12. One of the Shelters for Civilians in Stepanakert City 
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Figure 13. Persons with Disabilities Staying at a Shelter in Stepanakert

Customary international humanitarian law requires that the parties to the conflict at all times distinguish, 

on one hand, between civilians and combatants, and on the other hand between civilian and military 

objects. Attacks may only be directed against combatants and military objects. Attacks must not be 

directed against civilians and civilian objects. 

According to the general rules of protection of the civilian population, the latter as such, as well as 

individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of 

which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited. Likewise, it is prohibited to 

deliberately target civilians and civilian objects.

The concept of indiscriminate attacks represents an implementation of the principle of distinction. 

The latter requires that states must never use weapons that are incapable of distinguishing between 

civilian and military targets.  
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TARGETED ATTACKS ON JOURNALISTS 

The work of media representatives is important to report accurate, objective, comprehensive and 

evidence-based information from conflict zone and safeguard to inflame further tensions, protect human 

rights. This in mind, the Azerbaijani armed forces conducted targeted attacks on civilian journalists 

engaged in covering the areas of armed conflict. Those attacks resulted in 7 injuries and a death of the 

5

Particularly, on 1 October 2020, a group of journalists were subjected to a targeted shelling in the 

downtown of Martuni. As a result, two journalists of the French "Le Monde" newspaper, a journalist of 

A

6

was saved through a hard surgery. A deputy chief ed

other foreign and Armenian journalists, was also under the shelling but could hide in a bomb shelter and 

avoided injuries7. On the same day the Azerbaijani armed forces also targeted a car transporting journalists 

of the Agence France-Presse international news agency8. 

On 2 October, Azerbaijan again targeted a minibus with Armenian and foreign journalists in the 

town of Martakert9.

On 8 October, three Russian journalists were injured (the injuries of one journalist were critical and 

the others - heavy) while they were reporting from the area of the struck Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots 

Cathedral of Shushi. 4 hours after the first hitting the Azerbaijani armed forces struck the Cathedral again, 

knowing that some journalists must have been there to cover the breaking event. Moreover, there are 

5  news.am and Armenia TV 
2020, https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianUnifiedInfoCenter/posts/798135994355663  
Dozhd TV
October, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDqfIvkSf-8  
6 Armenian Unified Info Center on the targeting of the French journalists, 1 October, 2020, 
https://twitter.com/ArmenianUnified/status/1311717564742021120?s=20  
Artsakh Information Center on the same incident and medical operation results, 1 October, 2020, 
https://twitter.com/ArtsakhCenter/status/1311718300913676289?s=20  
7  Tass October, 
2020, https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-
panorama/9601327?fbclid=IwAR1o59E8m9_IdWCuUR7DuYtOkOSn8XOAFEqm7xkYFvHZL6Bl3nwiz4GPA98 
8 Armenian Unified Info Center on the same incident, 1 October, 2020, 
https://twitter.com/ArmenianUnified/status/1311631007452405760?s=20  
9 . 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sAef__znJM&fbclid=IwAR1UQznp0FAa1OzxJfU6YFckbnTkb_uoRANK3PrYM0JYUai
g19dsfKYs5p8 
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reports on the use of drones in the area at the time of the second strike, which means that Azerbaijan 

possessed verified information about the presence of journalist in the scene.10

It is worth-mentioning that (1) all journalists of the described episodes wore special uniforms with 

were carrying out their professional activities in civilian settlements, but not in the hot-spots of hostilities 

and not even close to any kind of military object.

Figure 14. A Reporter of "Le Monde" French Newspaper Injured by Azerbaijan in Martuni Town 

Figure 15. A Screenshot from ArmNews TV Broadcast: an Injured Reporter is Evacuated from the 

Holy Savior Cathedral in Shushi After Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

10  
was inflicted on the Mother Cathedral at a time when there were only children, women and elderly present
October, 2020, 
https://en.168.am/2020/10/10/40074.html?fbclid=IwAR1nxJDCXJDQrpPPPfM0Lnsa_KZCjswV1VqU5HdbGM7Wnkhr5FHN
mPdjwm0  
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The continuous nature of the attacks against journalists engaged in media activities in civilian 

settlements and having distinctive signs, demonstrates that these actions are aimed at preventing the 

coverage of hostilities and dissemination of objective information to the international community. Another 

demonstration of that unlawful purpose of Azerbaijan is the launch of criminal prosecution against Russian 

journalist Semyon Pegov on 12 October11, who actively and in detail covers the military activities, as well 

as, the Azerbaijani war crimes in Artsakh. 

Under international humanitarian law, journalists engaged in dangerous professional missions in 

areas of armed conflict shall be considered as civilians and thereby benefit from all the protection 

conferred by international humanitarian law on civilians. 

11 
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/1611447  
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TARGETED ATTACKS ON CIVILIAN VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

Since 3 October, the Azerbaijani armed forces have deliberately and regularly targeted the key 

civilian infrastructures (electricity, communications, gas and water supply systems, bridges, foodstuffs, 

etc), around the whole country but mostly the capital Stepanakert, aiming at depriving tens of thousands of 

peaceful population of basic living conditions and means for further survival. In attacking these objects 

Azerbaijan also resorted to long range accurate missiles and striking drones. The preliminary data is 

presented in the infographic 4 above. 

More than 25 crucial energy infrastructure objects and equipment have been totally destroyed and a 

large number of networks have been damaged throughout the entire country. Particularly, Azerbaijani 

armed forces hit the central electricity station and local stations in Stepanakert, local electricity stations in 

other towns and villages, as well as, a big number of electricity networks. As a result, more than 10 

stations have been destroyed or seriously damaged. The whole population of Artsakh has been regularly 

deprived of electricity for a few days. 

The Azerbaijani armed forces have intentionally struck also several hydro-power stations in the 

depth of the country aiming at destructing the electricity production system, too. 

Figure 16. The Head Office of “Artsakh Energy” Company after Being Struck by Azerbaijan 
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Figure 17. The Central Electricity Station in Stepanakert after Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

Figure 48. A Hydropower Station in Martakert Region after Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

Another intentional target was the phone and internet communication network since 27 September. 

Firstly, the Azerbaijani hackers made extensive problems in the system for a few days, for tens of 
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thousands of civilians hindering the communication possibilities for a long time. Since October 3, 

Azerbaijani armed forces have systematically and intentionally targeted the communication stations and 

networks again with accurate missiles and striking drones. As a result of those strikes, tens of key 

communication infrastructure (stations, towers, hubs etc) have been destroyed or seriously damaged. 

Figure 59. The Head Office of the Telecommunication Company Struck by Azerbaijan

For a few times the central and much more times local gas pipelines have been also targeted 

intentionally, as a result of which all the gas clients have been deprived of gas supplies, heating and hot 

water. 

Figure 20. The Main Gas Pipeline in Stepanakert City Struck by Azerbaijan
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There are certain proofs demonstrating that Azerbaijan also targeted particular water stations and 

pipelines, all of these intentional strikes to vital infrastructure and supply networks have posed an 

existential threat to the lives and health of women, children, elderly and the entire population of 

Artsakh. 

The Azerbaijani armed forces have deliberately struck food storage objects in different parts of the 

country, including capital Stepanakert, and some of them have been damaged. Apparently, those strikes 

against the vital infrastructure of humanitarian supplies has aimed at depriving the civilian population of 

the basic conditions for life.  

The Azerbaijani armed forces have systematically and deliberately targeted also the road network 

throughout the entire country, including those of interstate ones. In addition to striking different parts of 

the roads and highways, Azerbaijan targeted some key bridges in order to paralyze the transportation 

internally and with the Republic of Armenia.  

Figure 21. A Bridge in Berdzor after Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

The Azerbaijani armed forces have deliberately targeted also industrial objects (factories, 

hydropower stations, agricultural objects, services etc). They directly destructed hundreds of such business 

activities, negatively affecting their productions, supplies and services. 
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Figure 22. A Stone Factory After Shelling by Azerbaijan 

Figure 23. A Market in Stepanakert After Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

Azerbaijan has indiscriminately and intentionally struck a large number of public and religious 

institutions, too, such as schools, kindergartens, cultural centers, cathedrals etc. The geography of such 

destructions includes from the North to the South, from the bordering to deep communities. 
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Figure 24. Public School no. 10 in Stepanakert After being Struck by Azerbaijan 

Figure 25. A damaged Kindergarten in Stepanakert City 
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Figure 26. The Cultural Center in Shushi After Being Struck by Azerbaijan 

On 8 October 2020, Azerbaijani armed forces launched two intentional assaults on Holy Savior 

Cathedral in the town of Shushi, which is the recognizable cultural and religious symbol of Artsakh. The 

analysis of that war crime demonstrates that it was fully intentional and targeted, because the Azerbaijani 

forces struck the cathedral for two times within a few hours with use of striking and manageable drones. 

This act of Azerbaijan is in line with its continuous practice of destroying Armenian cultural heritage of 

Artsakh. It also demonstrates radical disrespect towards Christian element of Armenian identity.  

Figure 27. The Holy Savior Cathedral of Shushi After the First Strike by Azerbaijan (exterior) 



26 

Figure 28. The Holy Savior Cathedral of Shushi After the Strike by Azerbaijan (interior) 
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THE FACTS AND RISKS OF WAR CRIMES AGAINST COMBATANTS 

There is clear information from both open and closed sources that a certain number of military 

servicemen of the Republic of Artsakh or the bodies thereof are under the control of the Azerbaijani armed 

forces. Some Azerbaijani media and social media representatives have already spread some videos and 

photos showing some possible crimes against Artsakh combatants. Taking into account those preliminary 

proofs and the large number of examples of the 2016 April war, the likelihood is very high that the Artsakh 

military servicemen and/or their bodies might be extensively abused by the Azerbaijani armed forces 

again. 

Figure 29. A Photo of Beheading and Mutilation of an Armenian Combatant’s Body by an

Azerbaijani Combatant12

12 
October 8, 2020, then has been removed, https://t.me/herbixeber  
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During the April war of 2016, about 90% of soldiers and/or their bodies that were under 

Azerbaijani control underwent war crimes and the perpetrators were decorated and encouraged by the 

authorities of Azerbaijan.13 In particular, in 2016 April war, the Azerbaijani armed forces perpetrated 

tortures, executions and mutilations of dead bodies against the civilians and combatants of Artsakh. All of 

those actions are considered war crimes under international law. Thus: 

1. Torture. Four Geneva Conventions of 194914 strictly prohibit torture. The relevant clauses are set 
forth, inter alia, in the First Geneva Convention, Article 1215; and in the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, Article 3216. The prohibition of torture is one of the most fundamental principles of 
International Humanitarian Law17

prohibition of torture is part of customary international law and it has become a peremptory norm 
18. Geneva Conventions do not specify a definition of torture. Thus, a definition 

stipulated in the UN Convention against Torture (UNCAT)19 of 1984, Article 1.1, can be applied. It 

mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him, or a third 
person, information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or 
is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any 
reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the 
instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an 

 In the Kunarac case the Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) formulated the definition of the offence of torture under the 
international humanitarian law, which is broader than the definition under the UNCAT. It states: 

[I]n the field of international humanitarian law, the elements of the offence of torture, under 
customary international law are as follows: (i) The infliction, by act or omission, of severe pain or 
suffering, whether physical or mental; (ii) The act or omission must be intentional; (iii) The act or 
omission must aim at obtaining information or a confession, or at punishing, intimidating or 
coercing the victim or a third person, or at discriminating, on any ground, against the victim or a 

20

2. Execution (violence to life). Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 strictly prohibit violence to life. 
The relevant clauses are set forth, inter alia, in the First Convention, Article 1221; and in the Fourth 

13   
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/568 
14 Azerbaijan is a state party since 1993. 
15 "[Wounded or sick combatants] shall not be ... subjected to torture..." 
16 "The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each of them is prohibited from taking any measure of such a 
character as to cause the physical suffering ... of protected persons in their hands. This prohibition applies not only to ... torture 
... but also to any other measures of brutality ..." 
17 It's clearly specified in the Common Article 3 of the four Geneva Conventions, which sets the core and indispensable 
principles of IHL: "cruel treatment and torture" are prohibited with regard to "[p]ersons taking no active part in the hostilities, 
including members of armed forces ... placed hors de combat by ... wounds,... or any other cause" (Article 3(l)(a)) 
18 See Questions Relating to the Obligation to Prosecute or Extradite (Belgium v Senegal), Judgment of 20 July 2012, ICJ 
Reports 2012, §99. 
19 Azerbaijan is a state party since 1996. 
20 See ICTY, Kunarac case, Judgment, 22 February 2001, §497. 
21 "[Wounded or sick combatants] shall not be murdered or exterminated..." 



29 

Convention, Article 3222. The prohibition of the violence to life is one of the most fundamental 
principles of International Humanitarian Law23. Well-established customary law particularly 
prohibits attacking persons, who are recognized as hors de combat. A person hors de combat, inter 
alia, is: (a) anyone who is in the power of an adverse party; (b) anyone who is defenseless because 
of unconsciousness, shipwreck, wounds or sickness; provided he or she abstains from any hostile 
act and does not attempt to escape24. 

3. Mutilation of dead bodies. The customary nature of prohibition of mutilation, as well as its 
applicability on Azerbaijan, clearly follows from a long list of arguments. Some of them are as 
follows: (a) Article 19 of the Laws of War on Land adopted by the Institute of International Law 
back in 1880 (the Oxf

; (b) Mutilation or other maltreatment of dead bodies during armed conflict is 
prohibited under the military manuals of more than twenty different countries, including Australia, 
Canada, Greece, Israel, Netherlands, Spain, USA etc.25; (c) Mutilation of dead bodies during armed 
conflict is considered a criminal offence in at least 25 national legislation of countries representing 
different legal systems from all the continents, including Australia, Bangladesh, Morocco, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, USA, Venezuela, Italy, Spain, etc.26; (d) The prohibition of mutilating dead bodies in 

d
Crimes, also applies to dead persons27; (e) Article 3(a) of the 1990 Cairo Declaration on Human 
Rights in Islam adopted by The Organization of Islamic Conference28

use of force and in case of armed conflict... it is proh

particular, in 1993 the Ministry 
29

22 "The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each of them is prohibited from taking any measure of such a 
character as to cause the physical suffering ... of protected persons in their hands. This prohibition applies not only to murder... 
but also to any other measures of brutality ..." 
23 It's clearly specified in the Common Article 3 of the four GC's, which sets the core and indispensable principles of IHL: 
" violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds" are prohibited with regard to "[p]ersons taking no active part in 
the hostilities, including members of armed forces ... placed hors de combat by ... wounds, ... or any other cause" (Article 
3(l)(a)). 
24 For extensive national practice, see: ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law, Vol. II: Practice, edited by 
Jean-Marie Henckaerts and Louise Doswald-Beck, 2005, pp. 930-938. 
25ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law, Vol. I: Rules, by Jean-Marie Henckaerts and Louise Doswald-Beck, 
2009, p. 410 
26 Ibid. 
27 Elements of Crimes for the ICC, Definition of outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading 
treatment, as a war crime (ICC Statute, Article 8(2)(b)(xxi) and (c)(ii)). 
28 Azerbaijan joined the Organization in 1991. In 2011 it was renamed to Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
29 Azerbaijan, Ministry of the Interior, Command of the Troops of the Interior, Order No. 42, Baku, 9 January 1993, §5; 
cited from ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law, Vol. II: p. 2668. 
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The representatives of the Human Rights Ombudsman also visited the morgue of Artsakh and 

check whether the dead bodies of the Azerbaijani military servicemen keeping there have any signs of 

mutilation. They recorded no mutilations made on the bodies.  

Welcoming the announcement of humanitarian ceasefire on October 10, the Ombudsman 

emphasizes the need of exchange of information on possible war prisoners and bodies, ensuring favorable 

conditions for their transfers according to the norms of international humanitarian law. However, it is 

extremely worrying that after the ceasefire announcement, too, the Azerbaijani side has continued 

offensive military activities against the Artsakh civilians and combatants, committing new war crimes.  
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SECTION 2. USE OF BANNED MEANS AND METHODS 

USE OF BANNED WEAPONS 

Since the launch of the large-scale aggression against Artsakh, Azerbaijan has been repeatedly 

using multiple rocket launching systems and cluster munitions in areas where civilian population and 

civilian objects are located.

The use of multiple rocket launching systems effects broad areas and precludes sufficient precision 

in targeting, meanwhile cluster munitions release dozens or hundreds of bomblets, or submunitions, and 

spread them over a large area. Cluster munitions cannot be directed at specific fighters or weapons and 

their use in populated areas guarantees civilian casualties. Cluster munitions also threaten civilians after 

 put more civilians, 

especially children, at risk. 

On September 27-28, October 2-8 Azerbaijan deployed LAR-160 and SMERCH cluster-

warhead missiles against the capital Stepanakert, towns of Shushi and Hadrut and the village of 

Shosh near Stepanakert.30 There are many other reports on usage of cluster weaponries in other 

settlements and days, too. The Emergency State Service of the Republic of Artsakh stated that since 

September 27 by October 10 the Service found over 180 cluster munitions only in Stepanakert.31

Azerbaijan, while targeting the civilian settlements and peaceful population of Artsakh, also used 

military drones (unmanned aerial vehicles, UAVs) as means of aggressive, indiscriminate and deliberate 

attacks.32 Azerbaijan has used the following types of drones to target peaceful population in Artsakh:

� intelligence drones, Orbiter -2, Orbiter  3, Aerostat, among others; 

� striking drones, including Harop, Zaoba-1K, Sky Striker; 

30   
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1030241.html?fbclid=IwAR2jiDqQP28JLqXwgwRW4Ef1k6Ly9VJ1cZJXJDGO3nARnijw1M
ooq66JfOw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM28Q96gqh4&feature=emb_logo 
Stepanakert: After t

https://hetq.am/en/article/122543?fbclid=IwAR21Vrav5u9M7yu5AgUBEXjnot6k85Xy0GtWrSp2JvfErvhW5pXvmeyiY2A  
31    27-  180 
2020, https://armenpress.am/arm/news/1031170.html?fbclid=IwAR27rZ7X-NPf0UwHdSIMQBIG0aN4z3dbRFE9IPc3F-
vKf7zyN2XAsVTtx9o  
32 -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKktBBYQqtU 

-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmNl3XfU3Eo  
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� intelligence-striking drones, Bayraktar TB-2, AN-2, etc. 

These attacks have caused casualties and destruction of private and public properties. Almost all 

civilian settlements in Artsakh, including densely populate cities and towns, have been under targeted 

attacks of above-mentioned drones. 

Figure 30. A Part of “Smerch” Missile in Residential Area of Stepanakert City 
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Figure 31. Unexploded Cluster Munition in Stepanakert 

Figure 32. A Part of Azerbaijani Missile on a Residential building of Stepanakert City 



34 

Figure 33. An Azerbaijani “Harrop” Suicide UAV Downed in Askeran Town 
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Figure 34. A Part of an Azerbaijani Rocket Launched at a Residential Area 

In the advisory opinion in the Nuclear Weapons case, the International Court of Justice stated that 

the prohibition of weapons that are incapable of distinguishing between civilian and military targets 

urt observed that, in 

1996, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia examined the legality of the use of 

cluster bombs according to customary international law, including the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks 

involving a means or method of warfare which cannot be directed at a specific military objective. 

The Geneva Conventions and the UN Convention on Cluster munitions (Azerbaijan is not a party) 

limits the right to choose the methods and means of warfare, prohibiting the use of such dangerous 

weapons. International legal instruments and customary international law prohibits the use of cluster 

munitions, considering them lethal and inhumane. These types of munitions have an indiscriminate effect, 

and endanger the lives and health of the civilian population, causing additional damage and suffering.

Thus, international law forbids to attack civilians, including journalists, and civilian objects, as well 

as use cluster munitions in any case, when the distinction between military targets cannot be ensured.
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DEPLOYMENT AND USE OF TERRORIST GROUP MEMBERS 

AS MERCENARIES 

There are multiple strong evidences that confirms the deployment of mercenaries to fight in the 

side of Azerbaijan against Artsakh and Armenia. Moreover, the same evidence discloses the key role of 

Turkey in this matter.  

Turkey has deployed mercenaries from northern part of Syria, Libya to Azerbaijan to use them 

against Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) and Armenia. About 3,000-4,000 mercenaries were hired to 

participate in the ongoing war activities against Artsakh and Armenia for 1,500-2,000 USD, as reported by 

multiple media sources and investigations. The deployment of mercenaries and their involvement in the 

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by Turkey has been regularly confirmed also by international media, some 

foreign human rights organizations, Governments (e.g. USA, France, Russia, Iran) and more.33

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia also confirmed in its statement of September 28th that 

th

be deployed in the conflict zone in Nagorno-Karabakh. According to the statement, "Turkey is recruiting 

terrorists and mercenaries in some of the Middle Eastern countries and is sending them to Azerbaijan".34

The Foreign Minister of Armenia and his Russian counterpart considered the steps undertaken by 

extra-regional countries towards undermining regional peace and security.35

Moreover, the National Security Service of Armenia presented facts on participation of the Turkish 

side in hostilities, presence of mercenary terrorists and panic among them.36

33  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/28/syrian-rebel-fighters-prepare-to-deploy-to-azerbaijan-in-sign-of-turkeys-
ambition 
Human Rights Organisation -Afrin -

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=366061181444110&id=114977619885802 
: September, 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-
54346711?fbclid=IwAR3c0djgE8veTgg54FArDq2AFYLh_5vP3eousEuIR9dnyd3_7rsbImHuVo4 

https://tass.com/world/1205995  
34  Ibit 
35  
https://www.mfa.am/en/press-releases/2020/09/30/fm_armenia_russia_/10478 
36  
hostilities, presence of mercenary terrorists and https://www.sns.am/en/press-
releases/2020/10/03/national-security-service-presents-facts-on-participation-of-the-turkish-side-in-hostilities-presen/471/  



37 

certainty that the Syrian combatants left the theater of operation of the combatants of the jihadists by going 

through Gazianteb (Turkey) to join the theater of operation of Nagorno- 37

Days after the outbreak, a high-ranking official in the US Defense Department confirmed the 

validity of the information that spoke about sending hundreds of Syrian mercenaries from Turkey to 

support Azerbaijan.38

will by no means allow the terrorist organizations to transform the regions adjacent to our northern borders 

into a threat to our national security. A transfer of clashes to the Caucasus will bring a much larger 

39

The deployment of the mercenaries and their existence in the Azerbaijan is proofed based on the 

video published by them. The location of the mercenaries was identified by the respective experts.40

Meanwhile, it is also essential to underline that Turkey and Azerbaijan exercise direction and 

control at every level of the mercenary army's activities, from the minutest details of the behavior and 

performance of individual mercenaries, to the broadest issues of deciding what goals to achieve and how to 

achieve them. 

The gathered information and evidence allows to identify the foreign fighters recruited and 

deployed by Turkey on the borders between Artsakh and Azerbaijan as mercenaries within the meaning of 

international legal documents such as the International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, 

Financing and Training of Mercenaries of 1989, and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 

12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) of 

8 June 1977. 

37  Élysée 
 2020, https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=2683576861957360&ref=watch_permalink 

38  rian mercenaries to Nagorno-Karabakh by 
http://frontnews.eu/news/en/71955/?fbclid=IwAR0aXoUMjbq_XPccAl2lDSYK6j7JeCQib-

TnSRIGwTLU4Dos5EZ--Yf2okE  
39  : October, 2020, 
https://www.khabaronline.ir/news/1438346/%D8%AE%D8%B7%DB%8C%D8%A8-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-
%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%87-
%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-
%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-
%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%82-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-
%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C?fbclid=IwAR3mGS2g6eDJ9mmkikH3MpAihwUHB3jw9BZBQiL
6ryOTQmrJ3kF400zFqBM  
40  
https://razm.info/146655  
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Azerbaijan is a state party to the Convention of 1989; Turkey is a party to none. However, the 

prohibition of using mercenaries in hostilities is of customary nature and is binding upon any state. The 

United Nations Human Rights Council, by the Resolution 42/9 resolution of 26 September 2019 has 

strongly condemned use of mercenaries to impede the exercise of the right of peoples to self-

determination, considering it a complex crime in which criminal responsibility falls upon those who have 

recruited, employed, trained and financed the mercenaries. The Resolution considers the activities of the 

mercenaries as a threat to peace, security and human rights.41

Deployment and use of these militants not only go against the obligations of Turkey and 

Azerbaijan under public international law but create major threats for the violation of human rights and the 

very essence of relevant humanitarian principles.  

The situation raises major legal questions with respect to compliance of Turkey with its 

international legal obligations. Thus, the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning 

Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 

m organizing or 

encouraging the organization of irregular forces or armed bands including mercenaries, for incursion into 

Furthermore, both Azerbaijan and Turkey are parties to the Convention for the Suppression of the 

Financing of Terrorism. The latter provides for the obligation of the states to prevent, prosecute and punish 

direct or indirect, unlawful and willful, provision or collection of funds with the intention that those are 

used or in the knowledge that they are to be used, in full or in part, in order to carry out, inter alia, any act 

part in the hostilities in a situation of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, 

is to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international organization to do or to abstain 

Despite the fact that the Convention is an instrument aimed at struggling against individuals 

committing certain crimes and not talking (at least directly) about negative obligations (commitment of 

prohibited acts on their own) of the States parties, it must be noted that according to the ruling of the 

International Court of Justice in Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro

paradoxical if States were thus under an obligation to prevent, so far as within their power, commission of 

[prohibited acts] by persons over whom they have a certain influence, but were not forbidden to commit 

such acts through their own organs, or persons over whom they have such firm control that their conduct is 

Application of the Convention on the 

41  iolating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of 
peoples to self- https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/RES/42/9 
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Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and 

Montenegro), 2007 I.C.J. Reports 43, p. 113, ¶166).  

It is worth-mentioning that on 6 October the European Court of Human Rights received a request 

for an interim measure lodged -

Karabakh conflict through direct military presence and deployment of mercenaries. The European Court 

granted the request and called on Turkey to refrain from actions that contribute to breaches of the 

Convention rights of civilians, and to respect its obligations under the Convention.  
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MASSIVE HATE SPEECH TOWARDS ETHNIC ARMENIANS 

Aggressive military air and artillery shelling against peaceful population of Artsakh launched by 

Azerbaijan on 27 September is accompanied with massive hate speech towards ethnic Armenians 

(Armenophobia) that enjoys state support.

Monitoring of mass media and especially social networks has revealed hatred and incitement to 

hatred and calls for violence, including calls for killings, spread from Turkish and Azerbaijani sources. At 

the same time, extensive number of social network individual and group pages spread videos and texts 

containing hatred towards Armenians; scenes of violence and calls for killing and destruction. Significant 

number of fake profiles is with Armenian names and surnames, which also send messages to real 

Armenian accounts with threats and intimidation.

The mentioned materials are disseminated through Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, and other social 

media networks. They target Armenian social media users, including minors. At the same time, more 

aggressive materials are spread through TikTok with purpose to spread fear and alarms in the peaceful 

population. Consultations of the Human Rights Ombudsman with experts show that this specific social 

network is more dangerous than others, since in many cases it is impossible to have control over them.

The Armenophobia and massive hate speech against ethnic Armenians coordinated by Azerbaijani 

authorities had been thoroughly analyzed and documented by independent experts and published by the 

Ombudsman of Artsakh.42

The results of Azerbaijani state lead hate speech against ethnic Armenians were revealed also 

during the outbreak of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on April 2016. Within his ad hoc reports the 

Ombudsman of Artsakh addressed a wide range of human rights issues stemming from the Azerbaijani 

as indiscriminate shelling of civilian objects, etc.43

This is a continuation of long-lasting Armenophobia which has been confirmed also by the 

42  IC REPORT ARMENOPHOBIA IN AZERBAIJAN 

https://artsakhombuds.am/hy/document/570  
43   PUBLIC REPORT LEGAL ASSESSMENT FACTS ON 
HUMAN SHIELDING AND USE OF INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS AGAINST THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF 

https://artsakhombuds.am/hy/document/566  

https://artsakhombuds.am/hy/document/568  
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213-221). It is related to the release and glorification of Ramil Safarov by Azerbaijani authorities, who 

brutally killed Armenian officer Gurgen Margaryan. This ECtHR judgment is a ruling against Azerbaijan's 

policy of Armenophobia. It not only recognizes, but also adjudicates on the inadmissibility of the 

promotion on the state level of hate crimes committed against the Armenians by Azerbaijan.  

The Strasbourg Court condemned for the release and glorification of a person who committed 

murder as a result of ethnic hatred, which is a dangerous impetus for creating an atmosphere of impunity. 

The European Court, in this case, found a violation of right to life guaranteed by the European Convention 

on Human Rights (Article 2), as well as the right to prohibit discrimination (Article 14), in conjunction 

with the Article 2. The above mentioned is only one example of the result of the Armenophobic 

propaganda of the Azerbaijan. 

The hate speech is being disseminated also by the Turkish government. According to Garo Paylan, 

member of the Turkish Parliament, the Turkish government engages in war propaganda by openly 

supporting the military conflict and is publicly resorting to belligerent rhetoric against the Armenia. 

his climate of hate speech. 

Provocateurs gathered at the Armenian patriarchate with Azerbaijan

community and citizens of Armenia who live and work in Turkey no longer feel safe.44

All these factors clearly demonstrate a policy by Azerbaijan and Turkey of ethnic cleansing 

and terror-inspiring means against the Armenian civilian population. 

44  Garo Paylan - 
https://www.facebook.com/792138110876107/posts/3362613830495176/  



42 

Annotation 

The institution of the Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Artsakh is an independent 

national human rights institution functioning with Paris principles. It was established in 2008, according to 

the Constitution and the Law on Human Rights Ombudsman. 

The first Human Rights Ombudsman was Yuri Hayrapetyan, who served in 2008-2016. 

The second Human Rights Ombudsman was Ruben Melikyan, who served in 2016-2018. 

The incumbent Ombudsman is Artak Beglaryan, who has been elected on October 31, 2018. 

Postal address: 1 Knunyantsneri street, Stepanakert 375000, Artsakh 

Telephone: +374 (0)-47-979045, (0)-47-979046. 

E-mail: info@artsakhombuds.am 

Website: https://www.artsakhombuds.am

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ArtsakhOmbuds

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ArtsakhOmbuds
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Armenia and Azerbaijan clash over disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region – video report
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Mercenarieies in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone must be

witithdrawn – UN experts

GENEVA (11 November 2020) – UN human rights experts* noted the agreement reached on 9

November to put an end to hostilities in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and hope that it will lead to

sustained peace in the region. They are nonetheless concerned by the use of mercenaries in and

around the conflict zone until this agreement was reached, and expressed alarm at the devastating

consequences for the civilian population, with little prospects of accountability.

The UN Working Group on the use of mercenaries said there were widespread reports that the

Government of AzAzerbaijan, with Turkey’s assistance, relied on Syrian fighters to shore-up and sustain

its military operations in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone, including on the frontline. The fighters

appeared to be motivated primarily by private gain, given the dire economic situation in the Syrian

ArArab Republic, the UN experts said. In case of death, their relatives were reportedly promised financial

compensation and Turkish nationality.

The way in which these individuals were recruited, transported and used in and around the Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict zone appeared consistent with the definition of a mercenary, as set out by relevant

international legal instruments, including the International Convention against the Recruitment, Use,

FiFinancing and Training of Mercenaries, to which AzAzerbaijan is a party, said Chris Kwaja, who chairs the

Working Group.

Moreover, reports indicate that Turkey engaged in large-scale recruitment and transfer of Syrian men

to AzAzerbaijan through armed factions, some of which are affiliated with the Syrian National ArArmy. “The

alleged role of Turkey is all the more concerning given the similar allegations addressed earlier this

year by the Working Group in relation its role in recruiting, deploying and financing such fighters to

take part in the conflict in Libya,” Kwaja added.

The Working Group also received reports indicating that ArArmenia has been involved in the deployment

of foreign nationals to fight in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The experts are looking into these

reports to ascertain possible links to mercenary-related activities, such as the context in which these

actors operate and their possible motivations. The Working Group will continue to monitor any use of

mercenary-related actors by the sides.

SiSince the resumption of hostilities on 27 SeSeptember 2020 and up to the latest ceasefire, the Working

Group has been increasingly concerned about repeated reports of deliberate and indiscriminate attacks

in populated areas in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone, as well as other areas away

from the fighting, which has led to a mounting number of civilian casualties, including children.

Considerable damage to civilian property and infrastructure, including schools and hospitals, has also

been widely reported; as well as incidents involving journalists.
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“In this context, it is even more worrisome that the Syrian fighters deployed to Azerbaijan are

allegedly affiliated with armed groups and individuals that, in some cases, have been accused of war

crimes and serious human rights abuses during the conflict in Syria, thus seemingly perpetuating a

cycle of impunity and risking further abuses of international law,” they added.

“We call strongly on the sides, and the States supporting them, to immediately withdraw any

mercenaries and related actors and not to engage in further recruitment, funding and deployment,”

the experts said.

The experts have also conveyed their concerns about the above allegations directly to the

Governments of Azerbaijan and Turkey, and informed the Syrian Arab Republic.

ENDS

 

(*) The Working Group on the use of mercenaries is comprised of five independent experts: Chris

Kwaja (Chair-Rapporteur), Jelena Aparac, Lilian Bobea, Ravindran Daniel, and Sorcha

MacLeod.

This statement has been endorsed by Irene Khan, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and

protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on

torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

The Working Groups and Special Rapporteurs are part of what is known as the Special

Proceduresof the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts

in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council's independent fact-finding and

monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of

the world. Special Procedures' experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not

receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any government or organization and serve

in their individual capacity.

For more information and media requests please contact Cristina Michels (cmichels@ohchr.org) and

Sofia Palli (spalli@ohchr.org), or write to mercenaries@ohchr.org.

For media enquiries regarding other UN independent experts, please contact Renato de Souza (+41 22

928 9855 / rrosariodesouza@ohchr.org), Jeremy Laurence (+ 41 22 917 7578 / jlaurence@ohchr.org).

Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter @UN_SPExperts.
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